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Prologue
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Have you ever heard of someone who led millions of people—but still liked to ride the bus, wear simple shoes, and stop to hug strangers? That’s exactly the kind of person Pope Francis was. As the leader of the Catholic Church, he wasn’t just a religious figure—he was a symbol of kindness, courage, and compassion for people all around the world.

Born far away in Argentina, Pope Francis grew up like many kids—playing soccer, helping his family, and dreaming big. But his path took him on an amazing journey from a neighborhood in Buenos Aires to the heart of the Vatican in Rome. Along the way, he became known for his big heart, gentle words, and deep concern for the poor, the planet, and people of every background.

This book tells the story of Pope Francis's incredible life—how he became the first pope from the Americas, what made him so special, and why so many people loved and admired him. Even after his passing on Easter Monday in 2025, his message of hope, love, and humility lives on.

Are you ready to discover the inspiring story of a pope who changed the world with kindness?

Let’s begin.
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Chapter 1: Growing Up in Argentina
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Pope Francis was born with the name Jorge Mario Bergoglio on December 17, 1936, in Buenos Aires, the capital city of Argentina. Argentina is a country in South America that is known for its beautiful landscapes, exciting soccer games, and delicious food like empanadas and asado. When Jorge was a boy, the world was going through a lot of changes. There were wars and hard times in many countries, including Argentina. But even during tough times, his family always made sure he felt loved and safe.

Jorge was the oldest of five children, and his parents were very kind and hardworking people. His father’s name was Mario, and he worked as an accountant for the railroad. That means he kept track of money and numbers for the train company. His mother, Regina, stayed at home to take care of the children and also helped teach other moms how to take care of their babies. The Bergoglio family was very close. They talked a lot, prayed together, and always looked out for one another. They were also very religious, which means they believed strongly in God and the teachings of the Catholic Church. This helped Jorge learn about kindness, forgiveness, and helping others from a very young age.

As a boy, Jorge went to a local Catholic school, where he learned reading, writing, and math, just like you do today. But he also learned about God, the Bible, and how to treat people with respect. He liked to play soccer with his friends in the streets or schoolyards. Soccer was one of his favorite games, and Argentina is a country where many people are crazy about the sport. He also enjoyed reading books, especially about science, history, and religion. Sometimes, he would even help his grandmother cook meals in the kitchen. She taught him how to make gnocchi, a type of pasta that came from Italy, because his family had Italian roots.

Even though Jorge was friendly and liked to laugh, he was also a very thoughtful boy. He would often think deeply about what it meant to be a good person and how he could make the world a better place. When he got older, he became interested in chemistry and even studied it for a while in school. He went to a technical high school where he learned about science and how to work in a laboratory. At one point, he even had a job sweeping floors and doing simple work in a lab. This showed how humble and hardworking he was, even before he became a priest.

Growing up in Argentina during the 1940s and 1950s wasn’t always easy. There were times when money was tight, and the country had problems with its government. But Jorge’s family stayed strong by sticking together and believing in their faith. His parents taught him to care about people who had less than he did and to never ignore someone who needed help. These lessons stayed with him for his whole life.

One important part of Jorge’s childhood was the time he spent with his grandmother Rosa. She had a big influence on him and taught him many important lessons. She would tell him stories about faith and courage, and he would sit quietly and listen carefully. She was like a second teacher, helping him understand the world not just with books, but with love and wisdom. He remembered her kind heart and wise words even when he became Pope many years later.

Even though young Jorge had a lot of fun and love in his life, he also faced challenges. At one point, he became very sick with a lung infection and had to stay in the hospital for a long time. Doctors had to remove part of one of his lungs so he could get better. It was a scary time, but it helped him become stronger and more understanding of people who are sick or in pain. This experience made him more caring and helped him later in life when he comforted others who were hurting.

Jorge also spent a lot of time thinking about what he wanted to do with his life. He thought about getting married, starting a family, and working in science. But deep inside, he felt a different kind of calling—a feeling that God was asking him to become a priest and help others through faith. This wasn’t an easy decision, but he took time to pray and talk to trusted people before choosing the path that would lead him to become Pope Francis one day.

So, growing up in Argentina gave Jorge Mario Bergoglio many things. It gave him a love for family, faith, and learning. It helped him see what it means to be strong during hard times. It taught him to listen, to care, and to never forget the people who are struggling. All of these things helped him become the kind, humble, and wise man who would one day lead millions of people all over the world as the head of the Catholic Church.

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

Chapter 2: A Love for Soccer and Simplicity
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As a young boy growing up in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Jorge Mario Bergoglio—who later became Pope Francis—developed a deep love for soccer, the most popular sport in his country. In Argentina, soccer is more than just a game. It’s a way of life. People of all ages gather in parks, on sidewalks, and in stadiums to cheer for their favorite teams and to kick the ball around with friends and family. It’s loud, colorful, and full of excitement. Even in the smallest neighborhoods, kids often play barefoot on dirt roads, using rolled-up socks or empty cans when they don’t have a real soccer ball. For Jorge, these games were filled with laughter, friendship, and fun, and they taught him lessons that stayed with him for his entire life.

Jorge didn’t play soccer because he wanted to be famous or rich. He played because it brought people together. He and his friends would form teams after school or on weekends and run around for hours, full of energy and joy. Their shoes would get scuffed, their clothes would get dirty, but they didn’t mind. What mattered most was being part of a team, learning how to work together, and enjoying each moment. Jorge often played as a goalkeeper, which meant he stood in front of the goal and tried to stop the other team from scoring. It was a tough job, but it helped him develop focus, courage, and the ability to stay calm under pressure—skills that would help him later in life when he had to make big decisions as a Church leader.

One of Jorge’s favorite soccer teams was San Lorenzo, a team based in Buenos Aires with a strong connection to the Catholic Church. The club was founded by a priest, and it became famous not only for its games but also for helping poor children and families in need. Jorge admired that. He wasn’t just a fan of the players and matches—he also cared about what the team stood for. San Lorenzo wasn’t just about winning trophies; it was about serving the community. That idea of doing something bigger than yourself, even while having fun, was something Jorge carried with him all his life.

Even after he became a priest and later a bishop, Jorge never forgot his love for soccer. He would sometimes talk about games or share a friendly joke with people about their favorite teams. He understood that soccer could be a way to connect with others, especially young people. It was a way to show that even someone who became Pope once played in the street just like them. He knew that joy, teamwork, and friendship were important not only on the soccer field but in everyday life.

Along with his love for soccer, Jorge also developed a strong appreciation for simplicity. This means that he didn’t like showing off or having fancy things. While some people like shiny cars
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