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    This book is dedicated;
To all investigative journalists who pursued the truth, got lost in mountains of documents, and refused to remain silent despite threats...
And to all survivors who fought to make their voices heard even in their darkest days, and who have entered history as anonymous heroes.
With gratitude, 
Yasin Güneş.

      

    



  	
        
            
            "The most effective way to conceal the truth is not to deny it outright, but to bury it in such confusion that people don't know where to begin."– Attributed to George Orwell.
"Some stories are so powerful that, to silence them, they must never be printed."– Vicky Ward, from the unpublished Epstein article, 2003.
*"File No: EF-2007-0456. Subject: Immunity Protocol. Note: Every name here locks another file. Open one, and they all open."*– From an anonymous FBI memo, 2007.
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PREFACE: A VOICE EMERGING FROM THE SHADOWS
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The night I began writing this book, the only things in my room were the blue light of the screen and the sound of rain coming from outside. On my computer screen was open the cold, bureaucratic interface the Department of Justice calls the "Epstein Library," as the download bar uploaded thousands of digital tombstones called documents into the system. At that moment, I picked up a USB drive. It had no label on it. I knew what was inside: raw data of unpublished, leaked flight logs from a source. When I plugged that USB into my computer, I felt myself on the edge of a cliff. Before me stretched the darkest labyrinth of modern history. And I, a researcher sworn to map that labyrinth, was about to take the first step.

This book began with that first step. But in truth, it had begun much earlier, the day in 2018 when I read Julie K. Brown's "Perversion of Justice" series in the Miami Herald. That day, I believed journalism still had a chance. That day, I witnessed how a system could be shattered. However, my decision to write this book was cemented on December 19, 2025, the hour that "digital deluge" began. On social media, on television, everywhere, there was the same image: Bill Clinton in a jacuzzi. That image was not an X-ray of a scandal; it was an X-ray of an era. And I wanted to translate that X-ray into a language everyone could understand.
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WHY THIS BOOK? BECAUSE TRUTH ITSELF IS STRANGER THAN FICTION
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I have worked as an investigative journalist for years. Crime, corruption, politics... They all have their own language, their own rhythm. But the Epstein case shattered every mold I knew. This was not an ordinary "powerful man scandal." This was the story of how power itself was weaponized, how money and sexuality were turned into intelligence tools, and how humanity's darkest aspects were systematically exploited.

While writing this book, I didn't just want to narrate events in chronological order. I wanted to narrate the soul. That oppressive silence on Little St. James island, that helplessness on the plane, that frozen fear in the victims' eyes... To convey these, I felt it necessary to go slightly beyond the rules of traditional journalism. That is why I used a literary style in some chapters. Because sometimes, a pause in a victim's trembling voice tells the very truth more than a dry statement in an official document.

But note this: Every sentence, every claim in this book is based on at least two separate reliable sources. I am not a novelist. I am a cartographer. And this book is the most detailed map drawn to date of a dark geography.
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THE HEAVY BURDEN OF RESEARCH: CONFRONTING TRAUMA
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The hardest part of writing this book was the emotional burden. For months, 12-14 hours a day, I examined victim statements, audio recordings, photographs. The night I read the FBI statement of that woman who began as "Victim #14" and came before the cameras by her real name, Anya Petrova, I couldn't sleep. Her whisper was ringing in my ears: "Because he was everyone's friend. Who was I?"

That sentence seemed to summarize the entire system. And while writing it, I felt I carried her pain. As a researcher, I had to remain impartial. But as a human being, it was impossible not to be angry. This dilemma was with me on every page of the book. Sometimes, I wanted to shut down my computer, go outside, and see normal people living normal lives. Because Epstein's world was so abnormal that staying there too long damaged your faith in humanity.

And there were the moral dilemmas of speaking with sources. Some former intelligence officers wanted to talk "off the record," then said, "You can never write this, but I wanted you to know." This information formed the background of the book but did not appear on its pages. Some victims did not even want their names mentioned. I respected their wishes. Because this book was not written to hurt them again, but to be part of the justice they deserve.
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NOT GETTING LOST IN THE LABYRINTH: MY METHOD
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The Epstein files were 6 million pages. That's about 10,000 volumes of novels. No human could read it all. That's why we formed a digital detective team. Data miners, software developers, former FBI analysts... Together, we scanned the documents, cross-referenced names, cross-checked dates. We used special software. For example, we matched code names in the flight logs with email signatures in other documents. It was like solving a puzzle. And with every piece that fell into place, we understood once more how horrifying the picture was.

However, technology was just a tool. The real work was about making the connections. How did an email from Jean-Luc Brunel's office in Paris end up on the desk of Epstein's lawyer in New York, and from there, trigger account movements of an offshore company in the Virgin Islands? Making these connections sometimes took weeks. But in the end, we saw how an international network was woven like a spider's web.

The most challenging topic for me was intelligence connections. There were no concrete, signed documents on this. Only fragments: The code name of a Mossad agent, the memoirs of a former CIA employee, an encrypted telegram from a British diplomat... While piecing these together, I acted very cautiously. I did not write anything that wasn't "certain." But I provided all the clues so the reader could piece them together and reach their own conclusion.
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THE END OF AN ERA, OR A NEW BEGINNING?
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Finishing this book, I kept asking myself the same question: Was the Epstein case an exception, or the extreme example of a rule? In other words, could such a large-scale, global, untouchable operation happen again?

My answer, unfortunately, is: Yes, it could. Because Epstein did not create the system. He merely brought together the existing system—offshore banking, diplomatic privileges, intelligence agencies' grey operations, media silence, political hypocrisy—perfectly. The system did not vanish with his death. The system simply learned to hide a little better.

So, what will this book accomplish? I hope it serves three purposes:

	As a record: So future generations can consult this book when they want to understand this dark period.

	As a warning: Wherever power is concentrated, there is potential for an Epstein to be born. We must never forget this.

	As a cry of solidarity: To show all those victims that their voices were heard, believed, and entered history this way.
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