
Table of Contents

Master English Reading Comprehension Through Japanese (Beginner-Intermediate): Dialogues & Short Stories in English with Japanese Translations

About the Author: Jackie Bolen

How to Use this Book

The Hare and the Tortoise

ウサギとカメ

Turn Up the Music

音楽の音量を上げて

The Sleepover

お泊まり

Taking the Bus

バスに乗る

The Bear and the Bee

クマとミツバチ

Playing Tennis

テニスをする

Getting Information from the Bus Driver

バスの運転手に情報を聞く

The Boy Who Cried Wolf

オオカミ少年

Help with an Assignment

宿題を手伝う

Bumping into Someone

誰かとぐうぜんに会う

Watching a Baseball Game

野球の試合観戦

Running Late

ちこく

The Fox and the Crow

キツネとカラス

Traffic

じゅうたい

Which Bus Can I Take?

どのバスに乗ればいいですか？

Help With Moving

引っ越し（ひっこし）の手伝い

Bob is Very Late

ボブはおそすぎます

A Council of Mice

ネズミの会議

Chit Chat

雑談

The Ice Cream Shop

アイスクリームショップ

The English Teacher

英語の先生

The Frightened Lion

おびえたライアン

Checking in at the Airport

空港でチェックインする

The Dog and His Reflection

犬と反射した自分の姿

Talking about Health Problems

健康についての問題を話す

What to Eat

何を食べよう？

Talking to a Customer Service Agent

カスタマーサービスの人と話す

A Bundle of Sticks

枝の束

Deciding What to Cook

何を作るか決める

Asking for directions

道を聞く

The Frog and the Ox

カエルと牛

Talking About Health Problems

健康の問題について話す

Catch My Eye

目にとまる

Talking about What to Eat at a Restaurant

レストランで何を注文するか話す

Opening Night

映画の公開初日の夜

Deciding How to Get Somewhere

行き先までどうやって行くか決める

The Ant and the Grasshopper

アリとキリギリス

Bob's New Phone

ボブの新しい電話

Talking About an Upcoming Wedding

もうすぐ来る結婚式（けっこんしき）について話す

A Big Restaurant Menu

メニューの多いレストラン

Apply for University

大学に出願する

Beach Day Tomorrow

明日はビーチ日和

The Goose that Laid the Golden Eggs

金の卵を産んだガチョウ

Doing Chores

家事をする

Electricity Bill

電気代

A Heatwave

猛暑（もうしょ）

Talking About a New Phone

新しい電話について話す

カラスと水差し

How to Split Chores

家事を分担する

Home-Cooked Meals

手料理

At the Market

市場で

The Wind and the Sun

風と太陽

Talking about Holidays

休暇（きゅうか）について話す

The Clever Woodcutter

かしこい木こり

Buying Clothes

服を買う

A New Dog

新しい犬

Talking About the Weather

天気のことを話す

The Gnat and the Bull

ブヨと雄牛（おうし）

Talking about a New Neighbor

新しい隣人（りんじん）について話す

Talking to a Delivery Driver

配達員と話す

The Wolf and the Crane

オオカミとつる

Talking about Pets

ペットについて話す

The Fox and the Hedgehog

キツネとハリネズミ

Buying a New Computer

新しいコンピューターを買う

The Frog who Desired a King

王様になりたかったカエル

Talking about the News

ニュースについて話す

The Lion and the Mouse

ライオンとネズミ

Save the Environment

環境（かんきょう）を守る

The Superbowl

スーパーボウル

The Bell and the Cat

スズとネコ

Talking About an Accident

事故について話す

Weekend Plans

週末の予定

How was Italy?

イタリアはどうだった？

Before You Go

Sign up for Jackie Bolen's Mailing List

Further Reading: Intermediate American English for Everyone: Master Expressions, Slang, Idioms, Phrasal Verbs and Collocations


Master English Reading Comprehension Through Japanese (Beginner-Intermediate):

Dialogues & Short Stories in English with Japanese Translations 

Jackie Bolen

www.eslspeaking.org

––––––––
[image: ]


Copyright © 2024 by Jackie Bolen

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording or other electronic or mechanical means without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations in critical reviews and certain other non-commercial uses permitted by copyright law. For permission requests, write to the publisher/author at the following address: Jackie Bolen: jb.business.online@gmail.com.

Table of Contents

About the Author: Jackie Bolen.................................................7

How to Use this Book.........................................................8

The Hare and the Tortoise.....................................................9

ウサギとカメ...............................................................11

Turn Up the Music...........................................................13

音楽の音量を上げて.........................................................14

The Sleepover..............................................................15

お泊まり...................................................................16

Taking the Bus..............................................................17

バスに乗る.................................................................18

The Bear and the Bee........................................................19

クマとミツバチ.............................................................21

Playing Tennis..............................................................23

テニスをする...............................................................24

Getting Information from the Bus Driver........................................25

バスの運転手に情報を聞く...................................................26

The Boy Who Cried Wolf.....................................................27

オオカミ少年...............................................................29

Help with an Assignment.....................................................31

宿題を手伝う...............................................................32

Bumping into Someone......................................................33

誰かとぐうぜんに会う.......................................................34

Watching a Baseball Game...................................................35

野球の試合観戦.............................................................36

Running Late...............................................................37

ちこく.....................................................................38

The Fox and the Crow.......................................................39

キツネとカラス.............................................................41

Traffic......................................................................43

じゅうたい.................................................................44

Which Bus Can I Take?......................................................45

どのバスに乗ればいいですか？...............................................47

Help With Moving............................................................49

引っ越し（ひっこし）の手伝い...............................................50

Bob is Very Late.............................................................51

ボブはおそすぎます.........................................................52

A Council of Mice............................................................53

ネズミの会議...............................................................55

Chit Chat...................................................................57

雑談.......................................................................58

The Ice Cream Shop.........................................................59

アイスクリームショップ .....................................................60

The English Teacher.........................................................61

英語の先生.................................................................62

The Frightened Lion.........................................................63

おびえたライアン...........................................................65

Checking in at the Airport.....................................................67

空港でチェックインする .....................................................68

The Dog and His Reflection...................................................69

犬と反射した自分の姿.......................................................71

Talking about Health Problems................................................73

健康についての問題を話す...................................................74

What to Eat.................................................................75

何を食べよう？.............................................................76

Talking to a Customer Service Agent...........................................77

カスタマーサービスの人と話す...............................................79

A Bundle of Sticks...........................................................81

枝の束.....................................................................83

Deciding What to Cook.......................................................85

何を作るか決める...........................................................86

Asking for directions.........................................................87

道を聞く ...................................................................88

The Frog and the Ox.........................................................89

カエルと牛.................................................................91

Talking About Health Problems................................................93

健康の問題について話す.....................................................94

Catch My Eye...............................................................95

目にとまる.................................................................97

Talking about What to Eat at a Restaurant......................................99

レストランで何を注文するか話す............................................100

Opening Night.............................................................101

映画の公開初日の夜........................................................103

Deciding How to Get Somewhere.............................................105

行き先までどうやって行くか決める..........................................106

The Ant and the Grasshopper................................................107

アリとキリギリス..........................................................109

Bob's New Phone..........................................................111

ボブの新しい電話..........................................................112

Talking About an Upcoming Wedding.........................................113

もうすぐ来る結婚式（けっこんしき）について話す............................114

A Big Restaurant Menu.....................................................115

メニューの多いレストラン..................................................116

Apply for University.........................................................117

大学に出願する............................................................119

Beach Day Tomorrow.......................................................121

明日はビーチ日和..........................................................122

The Goose that Laid the Golden Eggs.........................................123

金の卵を産んだガチョウ....................................................125

Doing Chores..............................................................127

家事をする................................................................128

Electricity Bill..............................................................129

電気代....................................................................131

A Heatwave...............................................................133

猛暑（もうしょ）..........................................................134

Talking About a New Phone.................................................135

新しい電話について話す....................................................136

カラスと水差し............................................................138

How to Split Chores........................................................140

家事を分担する............................................................142

Home-Cooked Meals .......................................................144

手料理....................................................................146

At the Market..............................................................148

市場で....................................................................149

The Wind and the Sun......................................................150

風と太陽..................................................................152

Talking about Holidays......................................................154

休暇（きゅうか）について話す..............................................155

The Clever Woodcutter......................................................156

かしこい木こり............................................................158

Buying Clothes.............................................................160

服を買う ..................................................................161

A New Dog................................................................162

新しい犬..................................................................163

Talking About the Weather..................................................164

天気のことを話す ..........................................................166

The Gnat and the Bull.......................................................168

ブヨと雄牛（おうし）......................................................170

Talking about a New Neighbor...............................................172

新しい隣人（りんじん）について話す........................................173

Talking to a Delivery Driver..................................................174

配達員と話す..............................................................175

The Wolf and the Crane.....................................................176

オオカミとつる............................................................178

Talking about Pets..........................................................180

ペットについて話す ........................................................181

The Fox and the Hedgehog..................................................182

キツネとハリネズミ........................................................184

Buying a New Computer....................................................186

新しいコンピューターを買う ................................................187

The Frog who Desired a King................................................188

王様になりたかったカエル..................................................190

Talking about the News.....................................................192

ニュースについて話す ......................................................193

The Lion and the Mouse.....................................................194

ライオンとネズミ..........................................................196

Save the Environment......................................................198

環境（かんきょう）を守る..................................................200

The Superbowl.............................................................202

スーパーボウル ............................................................203

The Bell and the Cat........................................................204

スズとネコ................................................................206

Talking About an Accident...................................................208

事故について話す..........................................................210

Weekend Plans............................................................212

週末の予定................................................................213

How was Italy?.............................................................214

イタリアはどうだった？....................................................215

Before You Go.............................................................216

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​About the Author: Jackie Bolen
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I taught English in South Korea for 10 years to every level and type of student. I've taught every age from kindergarten kids to adults. Most of my time has centered around teaching at two universities: five years at a science and engineering school in Cheonan, and four years at a major university in Busan where I taught upper-level classes for students majoring in English. In my spare time, you can usually find me outside surfing, biking, hiking, or snowshoeing. I now live in Vancouver, Canada.

In case you were wondering what my academic qualifications are, I hold a Master of Arts in Psychology. During my time in Korea, I completed both the Cambridge CELTA and DELTA certification programs. With the combination of almost ten years teaching ESL/EFL learners of all ages and levels, and the more formal teaching qualifications I've obtained, I have a solid foundation on which to offer advice to English learners. 

I truly hope that you find this book useful. I would love it if you sent me an email with any questions or feedback that you might have.

ESL Speaking (www.eslspeaking.org)

YouTube: (www.youtube.com/c/jackiebolen)

Email: jb.business.online@gmail.com

You might also be interested in this book: Intermediate English Dialogues: Speak American English Like a Native Speaker with these Phrases, Idioms, & Expressions. It has hundreds of helpful English idioms and expressions. You can find it wherever you like to buy books. Learn to speak more fluently in American English.
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​How to Use this Book
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This book is ideal for people who want to improve their reading comprehension skills and vocabulary. To get the most bang for your buck, I recommend doing the following: 


−  Read one story a day, instead of all the stories in a single day! The best readers are those who do it consistently each day. 

−  Be sure to do the questions for each story. 

−  Pay attention to the vocabulary words in bold (letters that are darker). Try to guess the meaning of the word, considering the other words in the sentence before looking it up in a dictionary. After that, write down any words that you don't know in a notebook to review later. Also consider making flashcards for these new words. 

−  Read the stories with a friend if possible. Discuss the questions together. 

−  If you're using this book to improve your TOEFL, TOEIC or IELTS reading scores, be sure to read the questions first so you can scan for the answers instead of reading every single word. After doing this, take more time to read the story in full. 
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​The Hare and the Tortoise
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Once upon a time, there was a tortoise and a hare in a big forest. The tortoise was slow, but he always kept moving, and the hare was very fast but a little lazy. One sunny day, the hare said, "Let's have a race, Mr. Tortoise! I'm sure I'll win."

The tortoise agreed, and all the animals gathered to watch. The race started, and the hare quickly raced ahead. Feeling confident, the hare decided to take a nap under a tree.

While the hare was sleeping, the tortoise kept going, step by step. Slowly but surely, he got closer to the finish line. When the hare woke up and saw the tortoise near the finish line, he raced as fast as he could, but it was too late. The tortoise had already won the race.

The animals cheered for the tortoise, teaching everyone that being slow and steady can sometimes be better than being fast and lazy.

The Moral

The lesson of "The Tortoise and the Hare" is to keep going and not to be too confident. The story shows that even if you're not the fastest, if you work hard and don't give up, you can still win in the end.

Vocabulary

tortoise: A kind of turtle.

hare: A kind of rabbit.

cheered: Shouted encouragement and support.

lazy: Not a hard worker.

––––––––
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Comprehension Questions

	Why did the hare decide to take a nap during the race?

	What was the tortoise's strategy during the race?

	What happened when the hare woke up from his nap?

	How did the other animals in the forest react to the outcome of the race?


Answers

	The hare decided to take a nap because he was confident he could win easily.

	The tortoise's strategy was to keep moving slowly and steadily.

	The hare woke up to find the tortoise nearing the finish line, and he rushed to catch up, but it was too late.

	The other animals cheered for the tortoise, amazed at how his steady effort had triumphed over the hare's overconfidence.
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​ウサギとカメ
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昔むかし、大きな森にカメとウサギがいました。カメは足がおそかったですが、いつも動き続けていました。ウサギは足がとても速かったですが、少しなまけ者でした。ある晴れた日、ウサギは言いました「カメさん、競争しよう！僕が勝つに決まっているけどね

カメは同意し、動物達はみんなレースを見るために集まりました。レースは始まり、ウサギはすぐに先頭に立ちました。自信たっぷりのウサギは木の下で昼寝（ひるね）をすることにしました。

ウサギがねむっている間、カメは一歩一歩進み続けました。おそいですが、着実にゴールに近づいていました。ウサギは目を覚まし、カメがゴール寸前なのを見た時、全速力で追いつこうとしましたが、手おくれでした。カメはすでにゴールし競争に勝ちました。

動物達はカメに声援（せいえん）を送りました。おそくても着実に進み続けることが、時には速くてなまけるよりもいいことをみんなに教えました。

​教訓

「ウサギとカメ」の教訓は努力を続け、自信を持ち過ぎないということです。この物語は、例え一番速くなくても、努力してあきらめなければ、最後には勝つことができるということを教えています。

単語

カメ: 動物の一種

ウサギ：動物の一種

声援（せいえん）を送る：はげましたり、おうえんしたりするためにさけぶ

なまけ者：働き者ではない者

理解度クイズ

	競争中にどうしてウサギは昼寝をすることにしたのですか？

	カメのレース中の戦略は何でしたか？

	ウサギが昼寝から目を覚ますと、何が起きましたか？

	他の動物達はレースの結果にどのような反応を示しましたか？


答え

	ウサギは楽勝できる自信があったので、昼寝をすることにしました。

	カメの戦略は、おそくても着実に進み続けるということでした。

	ウサギは目を覚まし、カメがゴール寸前であるのを見た時、全速力で追いつこうとしましたが、手おくれでした。

	他の動物達はカメに声援を送りました。カメの着実な努力が、ウサギの自信過剰（じしんかじょう）に勝ったということにびっくりしました。
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​Turn Up the Music
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Tom can't hear well and wants to turn up the music.

Tom: Do you mind if I turn up the music? I love this song. I can't hear that well in my old age!

Jenny: No, go ahead. It's fine with me. It is a bit quiet for me as well.

Tom: I'd love to turn the heat up a bit too. It's freezing in here.

Jenny: Sure, I can do that. It'll take a while to heat up though. Do you want to borrow a sweater or a blanket?

Tom: I'd love that blanket, please. I don't know what's wrong with me. I'm always cold these days.

Jenny: Are you feeling okay? Maybe something is going on?

Tom: I don't know. I just had a check-up at the doctor and everything was good.

Check your Understanding

	What are Tom's problems?

	Is Tom sick?

	Does Tom borrow a sweater from Jenny?


Answers

	He can't hear the music well and he's also cold.

	No, he isn't.

	No, he doesn't. He borrows a blanket.
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​音楽の音量を上げて

[image: ]


トムはよく聞こえないので、音楽の音量を上げたいと思っています。

トム: 音楽の音量を上げてもいい？この曲は大好き。このとしになると、よく聞こえなくて！

ジェニー: いいよ。どうぞ上げて。 私も少し小さいと思っていたから。

トム: それと、室温もちょっと上げていい？ここはとても寒いよ。 

ジェニー: 分かった、温度を上げるね。温まるまで時間がかかると思うから、セーターか毛布を貸そうか？

トム: そうだね、毛布を貸してくれる？どうしたのか自分でも分からない。最近いつも寒く感じる。

ジェニー: 大丈夫？もしかしたら、何か問題があるかもしれないね？

トム: 分からない。医者から健康診断（けんこうしんだん）を受けたところで、何も問題はなかったけど。

理解度チェック


1. トムの問題は何ですか？

2. トムは病気ですか？

3. トムはジェニーからセーターを借りますか？


答え


1. 音楽がよく聞こえなくて、寒がっています。

2. いいえ、病気ではありません。

3. いいえ、セーターではなく、ブランケットを借ります。
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​The Sleepover
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​Tim is asking his Mom if he can have a sleepover at his friend's house.

Tim: Hey Mom, can I stay at Tony's house tonight? He just invited me.

Carrie: Are his parents going to be home?

Tim: Of course they are!

Carrie: It is a school night though, right? I don't think that's a good idea.

Tim: No, remember it's a holiday tomorrow. It's a day off because of parent-teacher interviews.

Carrie: Oh, that's right. I forgot about that. Sure, you can. I'll give his parents a quick call first though. What time will you go over?

Tim: He said to come over for dinner so maybe around 6:00.

Carrie: Okay. I can give you a ride.

Check your Understanding

	Does Tim have school tomorrow?

	Is Tim allowed to go to the sleepover?

	When is Tim going over to his friend's house?


Answers

	No, he doesn't.

	Yes, he is but his Mom will call Tony's parents first.

	He will go over at 6:00.
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​​​​​お泊まり
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ティムは母親に友達の家にお泊まりしていいか聞いています。

ティム: お母さん、今夜トニーの家に泊まっていい？誘われたから。

キャリー: 彼のご両親は家にいるの？

ティム: もちろん！

キャリー: でも明日は学校があるでしょ？泊まるのはいい考えじゃないと思うけど。

ティム: 違うよ、明日は休日って覚えている？保護者こんだんで休みだよ。

キャリー: あ、そうだったね。忘れていた。じゃあ、いいよ。まず、友達のご両親にちょっと電話してみる。何時に行くつもり？

ティム: 晩ご飯に来るように言われたから、6時ごろかな。

キャリー: 分かった。車で送って行くね。

理解度チェック


1. ティムは明日学校がありますか？

2. ティムはお泊まりをしてもいいですか？

3. ティムはいつ友達の家に行くつもりですか？ 


答え


1. いいえ、ありません。

2. はい、泊まってもいいですが、彼の母親はトニーの両親にまず電話します。

3. 6時に行くつもりです。
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​Taking the Bus
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Ted and Chris are trying to figure out how to get to the airport from downtown.

Ted: How are we going to get to the airport tomorrow?

Chris: Isn't there a bus that goes there?

Ted: Probably. Do you know which one?

Chris: I think number seven is the airport bus but let's check online and see.

Ted: Sure, I have my computer right here.

Chris: Perfect.

Ted: Okay. It is the number seven. It leaves every twenty minutes and the stop is just a few minutes away from here. Let's try to get the 1:20? That leaves us plenty of time.

Chris: Sounds like a plan.

Check Your Understanding

	Where are they going?

	How often does the airport bus run?

	Where is the bus stop?


Answers

	They are going to the airport.

	The bus runs every twenty minutes.

	The bus stop is only a few minutes away.
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