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The text that follows deals with threats to specific Caribbean states that have arisen as a result of a conjunction of forces involving the illicit drug trade, the illicit gun trade, human smuggling and the sex trade that have impacted the epidemiology of the HIV/AIDS pandemic in the Caribbean. Each reality on its own impacts social reality in the Caribbean but in specific states more so than others hence the choice of Haiti, the Dominican Republic and Venezuela as battleground states. The salient reality now is the conjuncture of the forces listed above into a nexus which threatens the viability and sustainability of specific Caribbean states in the early 21st century. State failure or the emergence of failed narco trafficking states in the Caribbean is then the major event that must be constantly monitored in the Caribbean in the early 21st century. The salient reality of the Caribbean HIV/AIDS pandemic is presented as envisioned by the UN to commence the process of understanding the individual forces of the nexus under study.


“Caribbean

A total of 330,000 [240 000-420 000] people are living with HIV in the Caribbean, 22 000 [9800-43 000] of them children younger than 15 years. An estimated 37 000 [26 000-54 000] people became infected with HIV in 2005. Women comprise 51% of adults living with HIV. The Caribbean’s epidemics-and countries’ AIDS responses-vary considerably in extent and intensity. HIV infection levels decreased in urban parts of Haiti, and have remained stable in neighbouring Dominican Republic. As well, expanded access to antiretroviral treatment in the Bahamas and Barbados appears to be reducing AIDS deaths. However, such progress has not been enough to undo the Caribbean’s status as the second-most affected region in the world. AIDS is the leading cause of death among adults (15-44 years) and claimed an estimated 27 000 [19 000-36 000] lives in 2005. Overall, less than one in four (23%) persons in need of antiretroviral therapy was receiving it in 2005.

(WHO/UNAIDS, 2006)

National adult HIV prevalence exceeds 2% in Trinidad and Tobago, and 3% in the Bahamas and Haiti, while in Cuba it is 0.1% [<0.2]. Unfortunately, inadequate HIV surveillance still blurs the picture of recent epidemiological trends in many Caribbean countries (and especially in rural areas).

Haiti is home to more people living with HIV than any other country in the region; 190 000 [120 000-270 000]. National adult HIV prevalence in 2005 was estimated at 3.8% [2.2%-5.4%].

Young Haitians are becoming sexually active at earlier ages-median age at first sex has declined by approximately one year for women and men in 1994-2000-and condom use among 15-24 year-olds has become more infrequent (Gaillard et al., 2004).

Dominican Republic. Adult national HIV prevalence was estimated at 1.1% [0.9%-1.3%] in 2005.

In the Bahamas, where an estimated 6800 [3300-22 000] adults and children were living with HIV in 2005, national adult HIV prevalence was 3.3% [1.3%-4.5%], among the highest in the region.

Evidence of similar progress is not yet visible in Trinidad and Tobago (where national adult HIV prevalence is estimated at 2.6% [1.4%-4.2%], nor in Guyana and Suriname, where serious epidemics have been observed in urban areas (Duke et al., 2004). AIDS has become the number one cause of death in Guyana among people aged 25-44 years, and national HIV prevalence stood at an estimated at 2.4% {1.0%-4.9%] in 2005. (UNAIDS/WHO, 2004)

Signs of progress in some countries’ responses are shadowed by several unmet challenges. The incomplete and inconsistent nature of HIV and behavioural surveillance in many countries presents a major obstacle to prevention efforts. Especially lacking is accurate information about behaviour patterns and trends among at-risk sections of the population (such as sex workers and men who have sex with men).”

(2006 Report on the Global Aids Epidemic)




In an absence of knowledge of the nexus that has now absorbed and changed the epidemiology of the HIV/AIDS pandemic in the Caribbean the report quoted from above is then flawed and a mainstream understanding of the threats to Caribbean states that now exist is sadly lacking at the level of governance and in civil society in Caribbean societies, much to the detriment of the sustainability of Caribbean states. The blatant failure to understand the conjuncture of forces which are threatening the sustainability of Caribbean states today is not only the result of the lack of resources necessary to research such realities in real time, but the colossal failure of governments, civil society and international organisations to want to know such realities that challenge the ruling discourse of the day. It is then a civilisation premised on denial that is now faced with intractable challenges to its hegemony. The realities of Haiti and how they impact the Caribbean today is the most potent example of the failure and futility of the politics of denial in the Caribbean and we are now having sown the wind of indifference we are now reaping the whirlwind of anger and gun violence.
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HAITI
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Haiti today is the potent example in the Caribbean of drastic, dramatic and

irrevocable changes to power relations in a social order that flow from the illicit drug trade. Haiti is today a failed state as the hegemonic political and economic elites have lost the monopoly of violence that they have so long enjoyed to the detriment of the impoverished masses of Haiti.

The illicit drug trade has armed the slums of the urban areas of Haiti, such as Cite’ Soleil whilst the rural areas are under the control of the militias of the drug forces that formed the basis of the 2004 armed rebellion against then President Jean Bertrand Aristide. The arming of the urban slums resulted in an earthquake removing the old oligarchic model of elitist repression at the hands of the Haitian army, the Haitian police and militias that served the interests of the Haitian elites. The change in the Haitian urban realities is expressed aptly in the observations of Mark L. Schneider, Senior Vice President of the International Crisis Group writing in the L.A. Times of the 29th November 2005. Schneider states:


“Before they would take me out to watch people registering to vote in Haiti’s largest shantytown, my United Nations escorts insisted that I put on a bulletproof vest and helmet and climb into an armoured personnel carrier. As we rumbled through the potholed filled streets of Cite’ Soleil, I thought all the security seemed a little melodramatic.

Do we really need this?’ I asked the Brazilian peacekeepers who were taking me around. I had travelled through the same poverty-stricken neighbourhoods a dozen years earlier without any thought of armed escorts. ‘Only you don’t want to be kidnapped’ was the response.

With an average of two kidnappings a day, they said, it was not safe to travel unprotected. A few minutes later the staccato sounds of gunfire brought home the reality that too many people in Haiti still use guns to settle political disputes.”


In Schneider’s worldview just 12 years before Cite’ Soleil was relatively subservient in its grinding poverty. Just 12 years before there was no discernible criminal insurgency in Cite’ Soleil that had now placed on the daily agenda of the poor trapped in Cite’ Soleil gun crimes, gun violence and kidnappings. Schneider is therefore longing after the bygone era of poverty and subservience in urban Haiti as the present era of poverty and gun violence has clearly changed the landscape of power in at least urban Haiti.

Schneider shows his historical amnesia when he fails to present the reality that it is for the first time in the history of Haiti that the urban slums are now confident of the power they wield via the possession of the gun to now resist openly and violently attempts by the old Haitian political and economic elites, backed by the Republican agenda of the US ruling political elites to re-fashion the brutal oligarchy of the Haitian ancien regime. The armed criminal insurgency of Cite’ Soleil, Cite’ Militaine and other urban slums of Haiti is heterogeneous with crime families resisting the Haitian police, the UN “peacekeepers” and the Haitian elites to protect their criminal enterprises, including their illicit drug trafficking franchises. Then there are the militias who mix a political agenda with criminal enterprise and there are the groups and individuals who exploit the realities of life in Haiti to their benefit, for example the human traffickers. Disparate groups and interests rooted in the urban slums have then formed alliances to protect their turf to ensure the sustainability of their criminal enterprises with the gun. For some 12 years this reality did not exert its influence and make the grab for power in urban Haiti. What then happened in 12 years to change forever the landscape of power in Haiti?

Schneider continues:


“Why are the elections being repeatedly delayed? The problems began with all the guns in circulation and with the clear threat to candidates who may campaign in the wrong towns or neighborhoods. In many rural areas, ex-members of Haiti’s dissolved military and other rebels who helped force Aristide out remain forces of intimidation. In the urban areas, the gangs that backed Aristide are at least as much of the problem.”


Where then did all the guns come from? Where did the financial resources to purchase said guns come from? Haiti has no arms industry so all guns, ammunition and all other resources to wage war have to be imported/ smuggled into Haiti and paid for. International Crisis Group (ICG) and Amnesty International (AI) continue to insist on political agendas that drive the violence, especially in urban Haiti. They continue to insist that UN peacekeepers must disarm Haitian society, forever failing to consider in their publications the price that has to be paid for any attempt at disarming Haitian society.

The reality is that Haitian social dynamics have now changed radically under the impact of the globalised illicit drug trade. The brutal repression and economic disadvantage with grinding poverty resulted in the creation of an order of powerlessness and deprivation, which constituted individuals willing and able to grasp the gun as the means to power and affluence when the opportunity arose. The Colombian illicit drug cartels and the geography of Haiti conspired to grant these individuals the gun and the wealth, hence the drive for power/ hegemony to ensure that their criminal enterprises are sustainable. It is not then a political issue of who supports Aristide or not. The central issue is the refusal to accept the hegemony of political and economic elites who are perceived as threats to their enterprises and hegemony.

Haiti is then under threat of being carved up into fiefdoms ruled by militias with their respective Colombian illicit drug traffickers holding court in each fiefdom. Aristide and Fanmi Lavalas simply offer a political discourse that is an alternate to the discourse of the old Haitian elites and the US political elites. The US policy to destroy Fanmi Lavalas and Aristide does not end the insurgency, it will simply remove the political agitation but not the criminal insurgency premised on the gun.

Haiti is then the first narco-trafficking failed state of the Western Hemisphere. It is not a producer of illicit drugs but its geographical position, vis a vis Puerto Rico and South Florida, ensures its importance in the trafficking transition zone which targets Puerto Rico and South Florida consisting of the Dominican Republic, Haiti, Jamaica and the Bahamas. A narco trafficking failed state is one in which the state and its powered elites have lost their monopoly on violence and in fact have lost hegemony over segments of the geography of the nation state and the population of those states within a state. Fiefdoms and proto states are funded and armed by the proceeds of the primary criminal activity: the illicit drug trade.

The persons exerting hegemony in these proto states do so by means of a crime family, a criminal network of enterprises, an armed militia and a taxation system that is in fact the collection of tribute and rents. These proto states have formed in Haiti because of the ragtag nature of the state, which prohibits it from destroying these orchestrated, well financed, and well-armed proto states. The Haitian state has then totally collapsed for the first time since the Haitian Revolution. It has collapsed in the face of a motivated and well-armed force, from especially the urban slums, a force the Haitian state has never before faced in its history. A force brought into being by the illicit drug trade with Jean-Bertrand Aristide as its midwife.

The wall has then collapsed under Humpty Dumpty and the wall will never be re-erected in accordance with the model of the Haitian ancien regime. The Haitian political and economic elites live in denial failing to understand that their refusal to accept the societal and sheer raw power of the crime families of the slums as a reality and work out an entente cordiale would result in escalating criminal and political violence which works to the benefit of the crime families, not the traditional elites. To expect that the destruction of Fanmi Lavalas enables the restoration of the Haitian ancien regime is denial that results in a protracted civil war in Haiti that the elite, the police and their militias cannot win. This is not a war for the hegemony of a state; it is for the hegemony of groupings ever reminiscent of Afghanistan. As in Afghanistan, this is a war the Haitian elite must hope that the US will fight for them. In the absence of US military intervention of the size and scale to sweep away the criminal insurgency then the future of Haiti, a narco trafficking failed state, is one of futile circularity premised upon gun violence.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

12 YEARS AGO
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It must first be noted that all regimes which have ruled Haiti from the tail end of the Duvalier dictatorships to the present crop of lackeys of the Republican White House have been and are involved in the illicit drug trade. What has changed Haitian societal power relations so dramatically are changes in the nature of the illicit drug trade first in Colombia, then in Venezuela, the Dominican Republic and Puerto Rico. In Haiti it is not then a case of a state supposedly seeking to protect its hegemony and its rule of law when faced with the illicit drug trade and a criminal insurgency. It is the case of specific elites seeking to dominate a new societal force that has the military and financial means to resist the attempts at hegemony of these elites by any means necessary.

This civil war is daily rationalised by the media and the political elites of the North Atlantic in an attempt to mask the reality that the social order of a narco trafficking failed state was born in a shack in Cite’ Soleil and the Haitian Herod financed by the Roman Republican emperor is seeking to murder all firstborn males in an attempt to turn back the hands of time. The consummate irony is that whilst you slaughter the firstborn males the locomotive that drives the new social order, the order of a narco trafficking failed state continues unabated and with impunity as the Haitian Herod himself/ itself is involved in the illicit drug trade.

In 1993 the military ruled Haiti after deposing the duly elected President Jean-Bertrand Aristide via a coup d’etat in 1991. The military in keeping with the ancien regime moved to slaughter the political leaders who supported Aristide and the softest targets were the grassroots leaders of the urban slums. Secondly, the military police and the elites literally handed over the country to Colombian and Dominican illicit drug interests in the face of increased pressures from the Colombians and Dominicans for safe passage for their products destined for Puerto Rico and South Florida. The repression, the murder was not new to Haiti, what was new to Haiti was the process to integrate Haiti fully into a globalised illicit trading system never before experienced in Haiti.

The physical manifestations of this integration are the number of Colombians living in Haiti with their ornate mansions and their thuggish lifestyle, the number of money transfer businesses with links to Colombia and the airline flights to and from Colombia and Panama. Haiti is then the vassal of the Dominican Republic, with Colombian overlords over both. In 1993 the military’s rule was then unchallenged, but this was destined to change with the return of Aristide in 1994. In 1993 the hegemony of the ancien regime was not under the concerted assault by the dispossessed of the urban slums, by 2005 it was. The question to be answered then is what resulted in this dramatic change in 12 years.
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THE ILLICIT DRUG TRADE IN HAITI (1990s – 2005)


[image: ]


Before the Medellin Cartel of Colombia, the Duvalier dictatorship and the economic elites of Haiti were involved in the movement of marijuana and mandrax to the US. Powdered cocaine soon replaced these products and the Medellin cartel moved into Haiti in the 1980s creating the trafficking networks that link the Dominican Republic to Haiti, to Puerto Rico, to Jamaica, to the Bahamas and the US. From the outset Haiti was designated the vassal of the trafficking elites of the Dominican Republic and the Colombian cartels as the overlords of both elites. In the late 1980s in depth and extensive operational alliances were forged between the Haitian military, police and economic and political elites and the military, police and economic elites of the Dominican Republic. These alliances formed to serve the Colombian illicit drug overlords would in fact constitute the most potent influence on the course of Haitian politics from the overthrow of the Duvalier dictatorship in 1986 to the rebellion against Aristide in 2004.

The network that lashed Haiti to the Dominican Republic in the illicit drug trade from the 1970s to the early 1990s was characterized by the volumes of illicit drugs that enhanced the power of successive military dictatorships, whilst enriching the persons who served their Colombian overlords. Firstly, Haiti in this period was not as yet designated a primary drop off point for illicit drugs from Colombia destined for the US. Secondly, the illicit drug shipments entering Haiti were under the strict control of representatives of centrally controlled cartels resident in Haiti and the Dominican Republic who were primarily concerned with hiring labour and buying protection in order to move the product to the Dominican Republic, as this was the command and control centre not Haiti. Both the Medellin and Cali cartels operated on this logistic basis, which meant that there was little concern to create local wholesale and retail drug markets. It was then a strict policy that the cartels must not lose control of product supply in the transhipping markets, which meant that the cartels ruthlessly exterminated independent suppliers of illicit product to these markets.

The drug traffickers of the Haitian military and police of this period under the rule of the Colombian cartels, especially the Cali cartel, moved to dominate the Haitian state in order to protect the illicit product of the Colombian cartels and in the process becoming filthy rich overnight. The desire for wealth, illicit drug wealth would motivate the leadership of the Haitian army to end once and for all the Duvalier dictatorship and ensure there was no drift to democracy in Haiti. The military would in 1988 seize power and do so again in 1991 removing the duly elected President Jean Bertrand Aristide and this cycle would only be ended in 1994 with the military intervention of the US in the said year. From 1988 to 1994 the military juntas, the police and the irregulars (militias) that served the elites of Haiti would descend into an orgy of bloodletting let loose on a largely unarmed and powerless population. The repression was aimed at ensuring the hegemony of the ruling military juntas and their allies. The wealth to be derived from state power in Haiti from selling protection to the Colombian illicit drug traffickers resulted in a series of counter coups as various factions of the military fought for space at the trough. For example, on the 20th June 1988 President Leslie Manigat was removed by a coup with General Henri Namphy as head of the junta, but on September 18th 1988, Namphy was removed and replaced with Colonel Prosper Avril by coup d’état.

During the rule of successive military regimes from 1988 to 1994 the nature of the Haitian transhipping market would undergo rapid changes brought about by the collapse of the Medellin and Cali cartels. The assault on the Medellin and Cali cartels, which shattered the organisational effectiveness of both cartels, meant the creation of vacuums on the supply side of the illicit drug market. Second and third tier groups and individuals moved to fill the vacuum, but the supply side would never be the same again. The new trafficking organisations took the decision to now contract out levels/ layers of trafficking activity previously under their direct control. During this period Haitians and Dominicans were now made responsible for receiving, storing and transporting the illicit product to the terminal market: the US.

In addition, in this period non-Colombians were allowed to establish wholesale illicit drug markets in the US markets and Caribbean transhipping islands. The Colombian producers of cocaine and heroin deliberately opened up their trafficking networks at the command and control level to non-Colombians to protect the Colombian apex of the illicit drug supply hierarchy from the assaults of the US. The next change in strategy to protect the Colombian apex of the hierarchy was the move to pay traffickers in product rather than cash. This meant that employees of the Colombian producers were given the opportunity to become traffickers owning product that they trafficked into the US. The deepening of employee presence in the trafficking process meant that the Colombian producers were now deepening the return on investment in the illicit drug trade for the traffickers. The producers were no longer dominating the trafficking to maximise their profit on each kilo of cocaine and heroin. The Colombian producers moved to maximise their profit by lowering the cost of production of a kilo of product by increasing the yield of cocaine and heroin from a kilo of coca leaves and opium poppy stock respectively.

Both operational strategies would then unleash a trafficking frenzy upon Haiti during the period of military rule from 1988 to 1994. The military offered Haiti on a silver platter to the Colombian producers and in return Haiti saw the explosion of Colombians resident in Haiti, especially those resident in Haiti on the basis of Dominican Republic travel documents. Haiti was then an open trafficking society offering impunity to the traffickers available nowhere else in the western hemisphere. The impunity offered by the Haitian juntas became of strategic importance to post Cali cartel trafficking organisations who were seeking to bypass the Mexican cartels who were in the early 1990s now demanding 50% of Colombian illicit product destined for the US markets. The Mexican cartels made such demands and were paid what they demanded given the rate of success of the Mexican cartels in placing product into the US markets. Faced with the intransigence and power of the Mexican cartels, the up and coming Colombian traffickers moved to retrace the steps of their predecessors in Haiti.

The Valle Norte cartel would fill the shoes of the defunct Cali cartel by aggressively moving into the Caribbean forming alliances with existing traffickers, politicians and state officials based on the new trafficking model outlined above. Trafficking to the US would then explode in the Caribbean corridor fed by new cartels as the Valle Norte and individuals with product to traffic to the US. The intense increase in trafficking activity in Haiti, the deepening of the involvement of non-Colombians in the trafficking process and the appearance of Caribbean traffickers who now owned illicit product which was to be trafficked to the US meant that a palpable security threat now hung over the illicit drug trade in Haiti. The traffickers simply could no longer trust the Haitian military, police and militia to protect their shipments of product entering, leaving and stored in Haiti awaiting transhipment. There was then a pressing need for traffickers in Haiti to either form and arm militias to protect their enterprises or align themselves with existing militias. The Colombian producers were always reluctant to start an arms race within the trafficking markets that served their interests, but the impunity of operating in Haiti came with a price, predatory behaviour that always threatened the stability of the trafficking enterprise of Haiti. The Colombians therefore commenced the process of shipping arms to Haiti to protect their shipments, but the supply of arms would match and outstrip demand from the traffickers with the arrival in the Caribbean of the Venezuelan entrepreneurs of the illicit drug trade.

In seeking pathways for its product to enter the Caribbean the Colombians recruited the Venezuelans into the trafficking process. Venezuela has the coastline and the cheap fuel for the go-fast boats to set off from Venezuela for Haiti. The presence of Venezuelans in Caribbean trafficking is now today readily apparent to observers of illicit drug trafficking in the Caribbean, but the Venezuelans have brought another enterprise to the Caribbean to fill the need for security, i.e. – arms trafficking. Venezuelan arms traffickers set out from Venezuela with cargoes of assault rifles, submachine guns, pistols, ammunition, hand grenades, rocket propelled grenades, plastic explosives, detonators and body armour for sale in the trafficking islands of the Caribbean. In today’s supply side of the market arms trading is a specialized enterprise apart and separate from illicit drug trafficking, gone are the days when shipments of illicit drugs would have a number of arms and ammunition mixed in for good measure. Venezuelans today traffic illicit drugs, arms and ammunition and humans throughout the Caribbean.

The illicit drug trade in Haiti therefore resulted in resident arms dealers in Haiti with a supply of weaponry that outstripped demand in the trafficking economy. The illicit drug trade in Haiti was therefore the means for individuals and groups in Haiti to arm themselves. In the presence of readily available and affordable arms criminality exploded in Haiti, but moreso the gun changed forever the nature of political power relations in Haiti. Armed militias in the urban slums meant that there was now a price to be paid personally for seeking to establish hegemony over hostile and recalcitrant members of the urban slums of Haiti. Haiti is then integrated into a globalised illicit drug trafficking system which moves illicit product from mainly Colombia and Venezuela in go-fast boats and aircraft to Haiti. The illicit product is sent to the Dominican Republic or on to Puerto Rico, Jamaica, the Bahamas, the US Virgin Islands and Southern Florida from Haiti itself.

––––––––
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THE POLITICS OF THE COUNTER COUP D’ETAT

In 1991, the Haitian army removed via a coup d’état the duly elected President Jean-Bertrand Aristide. The removal of Aristide by the Army was an imperative for various reasons, but the primary reason for this action was the threat Aristide posed to the sustainability of the illicit drug trade with the military in a dominant role in Haiti. Aristide and his mass movement was viewed as a potent threat to the then structure of the Haitian illicit drug trade and with his removal from political office the army and police set about the task of slaughtering the leadership of the mass movement of Lavalas at the grass roots level. But the Democrats replaced the Republicans in the White House in 1992 throwing a lifeline to Aristide as the Democrats had long named the Haitian military as the lynchpin of the illicit drug trade in Haiti. The Kerry committee would state in its 1988 report on Haiti as follows:


“There is little hope that serious inroads can be made into the Colombian narcotics trafficking through Haiti until legitimate democratisation efforts are undertaken. As long as the Haitian military continues to control virtually every government institution, including the Judiciary and law enforcement agencies the cartels would continue to operate unchallenged in that country.”


Senator John Kerry would then articulate in 1988 the Clinton/ Democrats’ assault on the military in Haiti in 1994. Aristide would articulate the same position and in 1994 the US military in a counter coup removed the military from power in Haiti and restored Haiti’s fledgling democracy. By 1994 Haiti’s elected President Rene Preval of Lavalas Party would abolish the Haitian army. Preval of Lavalas would learn the hard way that abolishing the army did not weaken the illicit drug trade in Haiti. What he learned was the reality that obtains up to today: that the illicit drug trade has penetrated and controls every institution of the Haitian state, no matter its ramshackle condition and impotencym and to this list must be added the politicians of a democratic Haiti.

John Kerry and Aristide were fatally wrong in their analysis and the solutions proffered to deal with the illicit drug trade in Haiti, the Haitian military did not sustain the illicit drug trade, it was the illicit drug trade that was the lifeline to the officials of the Haitian state. The disbanding of the Haitian military did not solve the problem, in fact the action constituted a vacuum in the Haitian illicit drug trade and in the rush to fill this vacuum drug related violence further destabilized the Haitian state. In fact, during Preval’s Presidency so called political violence was simply the result of the internecine warfare to fill the vacuum created when the Haitian military was abolished in 1995.

In the move to fill the vacuum Lavalas was a major target by dint of its political power and its base in the urban slums of Haiti. The military disbanded could no longer afford the Colombian producers the impunity they enjoyed before 1994. The Haitian illicit drug trade had then to embrace a new political elite, the Lavalas political elite, but this political elite came with explosive, volatile baggage: the leaders of the mass movement in the urban slums. A volatile mix then developed in which the Lavalas elite were locked in battle with the former traffickers of the military, the Haitian economic elites and the political groups opposed to Lavalas for hegemony within the trafficking arm of the Haitian illicit drug trade. The outbreaks of gun violence in 1996 and 1997 were directly linked to the battles for hegemony within the Haitian illicit drug trade. These battles would continue, culminating in Aristide’s removal in 2004 and the battle since then commenced anew.

Aristide would in the years leading up to the Presidential elections of 2000 attack Preval’s record, as President and his primary concern was his re-election to the Presidency in 2000. Aristide broke with Preval and Lavalas to ensure his victory in 2000 and the end of Preval’s threat to this desire of Aristide. Aristide in his desire for power via his return to the Haitian presidency would now alienate the 40 Arab families which dominate the private sector of Haiti as the 40 Arab families fled to the Dominican Republic leaving behind a skeletal presence in Haiti that would relentlessly move to remove Aristide from the presidency.

In his quest for power Aristide made a pact with two devils to ensure his re-election: the devil in Washington and the devil of the illicit drug trade in Port au Prince. Aristide’s promise to the devil in the Democrat run White House would fall apart with the victory of George W. Bush and the Republicans in 2000. The Republican White House simply did not want Aristide and Fanmi Lavalas present in Haitian politics, much less dominating Haitian politics and the state. With his inauguration in 2001 the Bush White House set about the task to remove Aristide from the Haitian Presidency before the Haitian Presidential elections due in 2006. Aristide’s entente cordial with the Haitian illicit drug traffickers would return to haunt him, and in fact it would be the basis for his downfall in 2004.

Aristide continued the working relationship with the illicit drug trade that was created by the Lavalas elites during the Preval Presidency, but in turn Aristide from 2001 to 2004 would create the model of the populist illicit drug trade or illicit drug trafficking for the masses. The welcoming state for illicit drug traffickers pioneered by the military from 1987 to 1994 was continued by the Preval Presidency and Lavalas from 1994 to 2000. From 2000 to 2004 Aristide and Fanmi Lavalas would deepen the model of the welcoming state as it mutated into the model of populist illicit drug trafficking. During the rule of Preval and Aristide the impunity afforded the illicit drug trade by the Haitian military was actually improved as it was functionally upgraded to the impunity afforded to illicit drug traffickers by a nominal democratic state. Haiti had then entered the realm of the narco democracies of the Caribbean.

As a result, the volume of product landed and transhipped from Haiti steadily increased, but much more importantly Haiti became the Wild West of illicit drug trafficking in the Caribbean. The infrastructure of the Haitian social order was literally buckling under the impact of trafficking that outstripped infrastructural capacity. Tonnes of cocaine washed up on Haiti’s beaches and tonnes of cocaine in aircraft that crashed on Haiti’s roads, and what passed for roads, created a mad rush for kilo bricks salvaged from the beaches and highways by the sufferers of Haiti. Under Aristide’s Presidency the masses collected at drop off points and fell upon illicit drug transports, boats or aircraft, and seized the product in a bid to enter the trade at the level of the loot.

Such instability inevitably resulted in the decision by the Colombian producers and their Dominican Republic vassals to remove Aristide from political power in Haiti, by any means necessary. To accomplish this the traffickers of the Dominican Republic turned to their traditional Haitian allies: the traffickers of the disbanded Haitian military, traffickers of the Haitian police and the political enemies of Aristide and Lavalas. The reality is that the powered of the illicit drug trade of Haiti, the Dominican Republic and Colombia never trusted Aristide, seen in the fact that they never chose to render Aristide’s rule and by extension Fanmi Lavalas sustainable. Aristide since 1990 was always viewed as the populist leader with the ability to win consecutive elections willing to cut deals with the US, including intervention into the Haitian illicit drug trade.

Aristide was then the populist leader that they were forced to dance with, but he was never under their thumb. He was the first and only democratic politician in Haiti by dint of his leadership of the powerless of Haiti who was able to play the masses, the drug barons and the US off against each other to ensure his presidency and for this power he paid dearly. Some would insist that he was reckless to play such deadly power games, but the question is: what other games can be played in a failed narco state? Aristide carried the taint of the US counter coup, but as he failed to deliver to the powerless his power base was weakened, but the most potent assault of his power base came from the Bush presidency. Both Bush presidencies made no secret of their deep distrust of Aristide and all he represented for a democratic Haiti.

The Republican elite, ably summed up in the discourse of Jesse Helms, chose any alternate scenario to that of Haiti led by Aristide and Fanmi Lavalas. The George W. Bush presidency would then apply the Republican policies of rallying the political opposition to Aristide, namely the Democratic Convergence and G-184, supporting and funding the opposition boycott of all elections local, congress and presidential from 2000 which caused the collapse of democratic rule. And by insisting that Aristide’s governance of Haiti precluded his government from being the beneficiary of some 500 million US dollars in funding from international agencies. The funding embargo on Aristide’s government would heighten the poverty of Haiti’s underclass, the majority of Haiti’s population. The IMF would demand since the Preval presidency the application of a chronic form of structural adjustment that clearly was designed to punish the Haitian underclass rather than alleviate poverty. Aristide would refuse the medicine and Haiti would pay the price as during the Aristide presidency of 2001-2004 poverty worsened to a chronic form that in no way is the foundation required to build a sustainable democratic political order.

The political knockout blow for the second Aristide presidency would come in 2004 at the hands of the illicit drug trade. The abolition of the military in 1995 resulted in the return to civilian life of 4000 former soldiers noted for their involvement in the illicit drug trade and their hatred for Aristide and Lavalas, influenced the appearance of the phenomenon of the chimeres in Haiti in 1999. The demand for personal protection and the desire to escape from poverty spawned the chimere a young urban male from the urban slums armed and dangerous and perceived as an enforcer for Aristide and Lavalas. As with all other armed militias personal interests drive their actions thereby creating a dynamic of their own apart and separate from that of their supposed overlords. Faced with the threats posed by the disbanded military, Lavalas ushered in the chimeres.

The dynamic that contributed to the armed rebellion of 2004 against Aristide was then the battle for drug turf between the chimeres and the disbanded military. The chimeres moved to collect tribute, rents and moreover to become part of the Haitian drug trafficking personnel serving the interests of the Colombian overlord. Tensions within the Haitian illicit drug trade, pushed by the demands of the chimeres for a greater share of the illicit drug pie, would heighten when members of the Haitian police and the disbanded military responded to the push of the chimeres. In the illicit drug trade, you push with the gun and you respond to the push with the gun. This power relation was played out in Haiti during the period November 2002 to February 2003, and it is in late 2002-armed former members of the Haitian military crossed from the Dominican Republic making their base in the village of Pernal. In late 2002, the Group of 184 led by Andre Apaid became the dominant civil organisation for the removal of Aristide in the period 2002 to 2004.

The signal event in the drug wars of Haiti which heralded the need to move to oust Aristide in order to protect the impunity of the Haitian illicit drug trade was the extradition of top-level functionaries of the Haitian illicit drug trade commencing in June 2003. In a three-month period from June to August 2003 Aristide signed the extradition orders for Jacques Beaudoin Ketant, the Colombian Carlos Ovalle, Eddy Aurelein and Eliobert Jasme. This action of Aristide placed this much-feared weapon for the first time on the agenda of the Haitian illicit drug trade: extradition to the US. Clearly Aristide played the extradition card in a bid to bend the will of the Haitian illicit drug trade to accept his model of populist illicit drug trafficking and to hopefully score some points with the Bush presidency. Some would say his action backfired, but the reality is Aristide had no means to resist a frontal military assault. The Haitian police failed to root out the military drug insurgency in Pernal, his only hope was then to either make peace with his enemies in the illicit drug trade or to hope for UN intervention to end the drug funded military insurgency emanating from the Dominican Republic. Aristide failed to achieve any of the above and by the second half of 2003 the writing was on the wall for his presidency and Fanmi Lavalas.

In September 2003, the don of the Cannibal Army of Gonaives was brutally murdered in typical fashion common to the illicit drug trade. Amyot Metayer whilst being don of the Cannibal Army professed publicly his allegiance to Aristide and Lavalas and insisted that his militia was an arm of Lavalas and Aristide. The Cannibal Army was in fact a drug gang and Amyot Metayer was killed arising out of drug disputes in Northern Haiti. His brother Butteur Metayer gained the most from Amyot’s death and recognising the profitability of opposition to Aristide’s rule now switched sides in his public discourse and joined the drug barons of Haiti, the Dominican Republic and Colombia.

On the 5th February 2004 the Cannibal Army seized Gonaives, thereby commencing the insurgency, which ended with Aristide’s resignation on the 29th February 2004. On the 15th February 2004 Guy Philippe and Louis Jodel Chamblain having travelled from the Dominican Republic to Gonaives announced that they had joined the revolt of the Cannibal Army against Aristide and Lavalas. With Philippe’s arrival in Gonaives Butteur would surrender leadership of the Cannibal Army to Philippe. The armed insurgents who were gathering at Pernal since 2002 would also accept the leadership of Philippe and Chamblain. What is than apparent is the reality that the armed insurgency was financed by drug money, as the removal of Aristide was necessary to the sustainability of the Haitian illicit drug trade in a form and manner acceptable to the drug barons. The drug barons removed Aristide from power in response to their rejection of his model of populist illicit drug trafficking. Haiti then stands as the first narco state of the Caribbean in which the drug barons have removed a government by force of arms.
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The rebel army led by Guy Philippe entered Port-au-Prince on the 1st March 2004 and joined the assault on the activists of Fanmi Lavalas and the armed gangs of the urban slums, especially those of Cite Soleil. Guy Philippe is reported in the international media saying that he was the military chief of Haiti, but by the 3rd March 2004 Guy Philippe and the militia he led were leaving Port-au-Prince after being given their marching orders by the US forces in Port-au-Prince. Philippe’s militia would retreat from Port-au-Prince and consolidate their hold on the smaller cities of Haiti and the countryside, which they still hold to date.

On Tuesday 2nd March 2004 eyewitnesses reported that the elite of Fanmi Lavalas and members of Aristide’s government left Haiti on a chartered aircraft. The grassroot activists were on their own and the chimeres now realized that since their enemies, elements of the police, the business elite, the anti-Aristide political elite and the rebel militia gave them no quarter it was literally a battle of extermination, the primary issue for the chimeres of the urban slums was then a sustainable survival strategy. A survival strategy is yet to be found but given the strategic realities the only choice was the perpetuation of a crime wave in Port-au- Prince never before experienced in Haitian history.

With the departure of Aristide a wave of looting, fire-bombings and open violence swept the capital city and it has escalated to the point where today the Haitian elites are no longer safe to enjoy their lifestyle with impunity. Elements of the police and militias used to remove Aristide are also involved in the criminal violence, the chimeres and the apolitical gangs of the urban slums of Port-au-Prince have but one choice for survival: violent crime. The fall of Aristide meant that they lost the patronage and largesse of the state and having been expelled from the Haitian illicit drug trade by the militias that removed Aristide they lost the basis of their daily income necessary for their survival as viable criminal organisations.

Looting, fire-bombings and murder would in the period after the 29th February 2004 give pride of place to a new Haitian criminal enterprise: kidnappings. In the absence of a military force exercising national hegemony literally re-creating the Haitian state, the small highly visible Haitian elite now found themselves alone and vulnerable, the target of criminal predators. The threat of and the fear of kidnapping would constitute a flight to safety as the wives and children ran for safety in Miami and Paris, whilst the males remained in Haiti living under siege and the gun. The gun of the kidnappers, the gun of the security guards hired to protect his life, most times ex members of the anti-Aristide militias and ex-police and the gun he carried at all times. Members of the Haitian illicit drug trade are also targets of this new predatory force, which even the drug barons and their militias cannot control nor eradicate.

American intervention to pressure Aristide to resign his presidency and leave Haiti and on Guy Philippe to leave Port-au-Prince meant that the war against the chimeres was cut short before a new hegemony was realised in the illicit drug trade and Haitian society. Before the arrival of Philippe’s militias into Port-au-Prince segments of the police and members of the anti-Aristide political and business elites engaged with the chimeres to settle the power relations. Pitched battles to retake the port from the chimeres were indicative of this aspect of the civil war. America by blocking the entry of Philippe’s militias into this civil war meant that the police and militias of the elites failed in their bid to subjugate, especially the chimeres of Cite Soleil.

The task of eliminating Fanmi Lavalas as the only potent election winning political force in Haiti and the chimeres that survived the assault on Aristide’s government would be delegated to the interim government headed by Gerald Latortue. The interim government was handpicked by the Bush White House and charged with the task of wiping Fanmi Lavalas from the Haitian political environment, but the members of the Haitian government also dance to the tune of the drug barons seen in their embrace of the militias which removed Aristide from governance and the continuation of the policy of impunity afforded the Haitian illicit drug trade. The reality is that the most potent blows against the Haitian illicit drug trade were delivered under the rule of Aristide and for that the US stood by and allowed Philippe’s militias to remove Aristide from governance. The Bush White House therefore showed what was close to its heart and that was the removal of a leader and a political party with worldviews that the Republican elite detested and rejected.

Further proof that the war on drugs is an instrument of US hegemony, lessons that all Caribbean Governments must learn. The interim government is then furthering with glee the assault on Fanmi Lavalas utilising the police and the militias made available to it by the drug barons and the other Haitian elites. The assault on the chimeres and other criminal gangs is another matter. The police and the militias simply do not have the conviction to wage a war against an urban criminal insurgency that hides amongst the urban slum dwellers. Police and militias engaging with a criminal insurgency for personal gain or petty vengeance, ill-disciplined and inadequately armed and outfitted for this task resort to taking out softer targets to instil fear and convince their employers that they are vigorously prosecuting the task at hand. Unarmed civilian bystanders, especially in the urban slums would be held captive by a civil war they have no stake in and would pay with their lives. The violence would escalate in Port-au- Prince from September 2004 and spread through the ebb and flow of waves of violence in the other urban areas of Haiti outside of Port-au- Prince, Fanmi Lavalas and the chimeres would pay a high price for being the enemies of the elites of Haiti and the drug barons. The report titled: “The call for tough arms controls voices from Haiti” would quote a resident of Port-au-Prince as follows:


“When there are guns, there are more victims. Before it was the macoutes [paramilitaries led by former dictators Francois and Jean-Claude Duvalier] and former [demobilised] soldiers who had the guns. Now, it’s the people who live in your own neighbourhood who commit the violence.”


The slaughter of these individuals commenced before the February 2004 seizure of Gonaives and the purges continue up to today. Murder, rape, maiming and firebombing with impunity characterise the methodology of the opponents in this civil war. How then can Fanmi Lavalas take part in an election campaign in areas of Haiti under the rule of the militias of the drug barons and the Haitian elites?

The drive to hegemony would result in the war that presently obtains between the police and the militias that removed Aristide. The police would seek to now reoccupy police stations abandoned in the rebel assault on Aristide and reassert their control of areas now controlled and exploited by the rebel militias. The drive for wealth via the illicit drug trade would result in the murder of policemen and militia irregulars in a new twist to the civil war. This war would escalate dramatically in 2005. On April 9th 2005 Remissainthe Ravix who succeeded Guy Philippe as the leader of the demobilized military was gunned down by police. On April 10th 2005, Jean Anthony, an associate of Ravix and five other former soldiers were also gunned down by police. Both Ravix and Anthony were being sought for the murder of some 6 Haitian policemen. Eyewitnesses have also reported the infiltration of the militias of the demobilized military into Port-au-Prince taking over the task of policing areas of the city.

This is the signal that the police have failed their designated tasks and are now being replaced by irregulars to wage war on the urban criminal insurgency. As the demobilized military expands its influence on the ground to the detriment of the police the UN peacekeeping force, MINUSTAH finds itself in an increasingly untenable position and it is only a matter of time that the irregulars, the police and the urban gangs start a shooting war with MINUSTAH’s forces. MINUSTAH has already made fatal mistakes in the strategy adopted to execute their mandate in Haiti. They have grown close to the irregulars including them, especially in their positions outside of Port-au-Prince. The UN civilian police have provided logistic support to the Haitian police in operations, which have resulted in the death of leaders of the demobilized military. MINUSTAH has made repeated incursions into the urban slums, especially Cite Soleil, in conjunction with the Haitian police that has been characterised by high body counts of unarmed civilians and destruction of the already poor infrastructure of the slums. MINUSTAH has adopted a military strategy that drives the assaults on the urban slums in support of the Haitian police by which they surround and barricade the roads in and out of the slums, whilst the police enter the narrow alleys and walkways in brutal search and destroy missions.

Clearly MINUSTAH and the UN want to serve all masters in Haiti to the detriment of the civilian population. MINUSTAH and the UN in Haiti are then heightening the civil war and if and whenever MINUSTAH attempts to change their strategy in attempts to make a difference in especially urban Haiti the drug barons of Haiti would pay for and unleash a wave of gun violence on MINUSTAH and the UN in Haiti that would make Somalia look like a church social. All sides of the Haitian civil war do not want MINUSTAH in Haiti as the power relations must result in hegemony and MINUSTAH is neither asserting its hegemony nor allowing the warring factions to settle the issue once and for all or aiding one faction to assert its hegemony. MINUSTAH is then useless as it fails to protect the unarmed civilians and to end the violence. The costs attached to an action to end the civil war in Haiti the international community does not want to cover. In the netherworld that MINUSTAH dwells in the funeral dirge for the now failed nation state of Haiti is being played.

The interim government, as MINUSTAH, is a fetter on the power relations overriding quest for hegemony, the interim government justifies its existence to the Republican White House by crippling Fanmi Lavalas’ political potency, whilst it justifies its existence to the drug barons by ensuring that Haiti remains open to drug trafficking with impunity. The civil war between the police, the chimeres, the demobilized military, other militias and criminal insurgents is a pressing problem for MINUSTAH and the interim government. The drug barons have already moved to deal with the perceived threats to their security and that of their illicit and licit business operations by dealing ruthlessly with any assaults on their interests. In the civil war of Haiti the drug barons possess the resources and the flexibility not only to protect their interests, but also to influence the course of the civil war in Haiti.

The drug barons have in fact flourished in Haiti in the midst of the present civil war. They possess the military means to punish and pre-empt predation on their interests, moreover they have applied embargoes on the supply of illicit drugs and arms/ ammunition to the warring factions and finally there is the withdrawal of funding from leaders who refuse to toe the line. The interim government faced with the realities of power relations in Haiti has therefore decided to adopt a line of least resistance to the powered seeking material rewards for their service to the nation. Until such time when their mandate ends the interim government is incapable of changing the realities of power in Haiti. The imperative of the interim government is to ensure that they remain competent lackeys of the Republican White House and the drug barons of Colombia. Whenever the date for elections is fixed in Haiti all candidates for these elections would be offered financing both for their campaigns and their personal benefit by the drug barons. The drug barons would purchase the incoming government and in the face of any political intransigence, violence would settle the issue. Nothing then has changed with the removal of Aristide, as the next president, the government, legislature and the judiciary would all continue to pursue the extraction and collection of wealth from the operations of the state. The DR1 Daily News 28th March 2006 reported that 47.310 kilos of heroin were seized on the 27th March 2006 at the Las Americas International Airport in the Dominican Republic making it the largest shipment of heroin indicted to date in the history of the DNCD. The shipment of heroin was destined for Haiti and was transhipped through Curacao to the Dominican Republic. The interdicted shipment of heroin bound for Haiti indicates the reality that Aristide is gone but the Haitian drug trade has grown in strategic importance to the Colombian overlords of Hispaniola. The Jamaica Gleaner online 22nd January 2006 in an article titled “Trading guns for drugs lucrative, say Jamaican police” reported that Police Commissioner Lucius Thomas had indicated that the drugs-for-guns trade between Jamaica and Haiti was proving to be highly lucrative. Five pounds of Jamaican compressed ganja can be exchanged for three AK-47s or three M-16s in Haiti. The said guns cost between J$ 130,000 to J$ 150,000 in Jamaica. The lesson of this report is the volume of arms in Haiti at present has allowed an exchange of assault rifles for Jamaican compressed ganja. This simply means that the supply of assault rifles is sustainable, and the market is flooded driving down the value of the assault rifles to the point where they are traded cheaply for compressed Jamaican ganja. The report titled: “The call for tough arms controls voices from Haiti” dated the 9th January 2006 states:


“It is estimated that there are as many as 210,000 small arms and light weapons in circulation, most of them held illegally, and mostly by civilians and various armed groups. Even for those held legally, the government has no functioning register.

Haiti produces no firearms itself, apart from crude home-made ‘Creole’ guns. All its disparate armed groups depend on supplies from abroad. Covert and illegal arms trafficking is common, with well-worn smuggling routes from Florida, where guns are easily available, and recent transfers of automatic weapons from the Dominican Republic, Jamaica, Central America, Brazil, South Africa, and Israel. Between 2003 and 2005, a quarter of weapons smuggled out of Miami, Pompano Beach, and Fort Lauderdale in Florida were destined for Haiti, according to the US Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms.”


In a report dated 26th December 2006 titled “Haitian candidates are under suspicion several are linked to illicit drugs by DEA.” by Joe Mozingo of Knight Ridder states:


“Two of Haiti’s best-financed presidential candidates-Guy Philippe and Dany Toussaint- have long been linked to cocaine trafficking by U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration officials. A Senate candidate who is a nephew of interim Prime Minister Gerard Latortue has close links to a gang that controls drug smuggling in the port of Gonaives, according to Haitian and U.S. officials.

Diplomats and counterdrug agents have expressed particular concerns about Youri Latortue-the security chief for his uncle, the prime minister, and a senate candidate for the Gonaives region, a major drug-smuggling area.

Youri Latortue, meanwhile, has struck a political alliance with Guy Philippe, one of the leaders of the rebellion that ousted Aristide and now a candidate for the presidency.”


Youri Latortue of the political party the LAAA won the most votes in the Senatorial elections (2006) for the electoral district of Artibonite with 75,370 votes some 55.40% of the votes cast ensuring his election to the Senate of Haiti.

The chronic failure of the state in Haiti is matched by the chronic refusal of the people of Haiti, regardless of wealth or power wielded, to publicly articulate the reality that Haiti is in the condition it is in not because of the failings of Aristide. Aristide sold Haiti a lie for not even he had the resources to take on the powered interests of Haiti and the White House and win thereby realizing the worldview of Aristide. Aristide is then the fall guy, the scapegoat because he failed Haiti. Haitians in their denial refused to see that Aristide’s dream
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	75-80 percent of Haiti’s 8.3 million people live on less than $2 per day.

	The poorest half of the country survives on average on $0.44 per day.

	The wealthiest 20 percent take in 68 percent of the nation’s income.





	Half the population has no access to safe drinking water.

	Life Expectancy at birth is between 49 and 51 years.

	More than 5 percent is estimated to have HIV/AIDS.

	23 percent of children suffer from malnutrition, 13 percent from acute malnutrition.

	Under-five mortality rate is more than 12 percent.





	Half the population is illiterate.

	An estimated 500,000 children do not have access to primary education.

	Less than 60 percent of children are in primary school.

	Only half of Haiti’s 45,000 teachers have a 9th grade education.





	Only 10 percent of the population has electricity, often for just part of the day.

	In a 10,667-square-mile territory, there are only 380 miles of paved roads, most in terrible condition.

	In the capital, only 20 percent of households have piped water.

	Only 20 percent of the capital’s inhabitants have telephones, much less in the countryside.





	Only 45 percent of adults are employed, two thirds of them in informal jobs.

	Nearly 25 percent of household income comes from remittances from Haitians living abroad.

	97 percent of the country’s forests have been cut down.

	80 percent of farmers-half the country’s working population-cannot satisfy the basic needs of their family.





	80 percent of prisoners in Haiti have not been charged with a crime.

	4,500 under-equipped, under-trained police officers patrol a country with the population of New York city.

	The national police chief has estimated 25 percent of his officers are corrupt.”
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