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JOURNEY THROUGH ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS

Prepare to become both an explorer and a philosopher,
and to create your own journey in understanding civilization and humanity.
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I dedicate this book to my beloved son, Rayan.
to everyone who seeks to understand the world around them;
to those who search for wisdom through stories and analysis;
and to the coming generations who will shape history with their own hands.
To every child, young person, or adult who aspires to see truth from multiple perspectives,
and to unite mind and heart on a journey of discovery.
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The Discovery Academy Series is not just a collection of books to be read—it is a set of wings to be entered.

In each wing, the reader opens a door to a field of human knowledge—not as rigid science, but as a living journey shaped through the ages, crafted by humanity through curiosity, mistakes, and the courage to explore.

The series is divided into interconnected knowledge wings, forming together a comprehensive map for understanding humanity and the world:

History Through the Ages Wing
History is not told as dates and wars, but as a story of human consciousness: How did humans record their past? Why do narratives differ? Who writes history... and for whose benefit?
Civilizations Through the Ages Wing
A journey through the rise and fall of civilizations—from the Nile and Mesopotamia to China, Andalusia, and ancient America—to understand the hidden laws governing human development.
Geography and Earth Sciences Wing
Earth as a living being: moving plates, erupting volcanoes, and climates that shape human destinies. Learn how geography formed history, and how humans shape the planet today.
Chemistry and Elements Wing
From the first fire to the periodic table, the story of matter and its transformations, and how humans attempted to decode elements to build—or destroy—civilization.
Physics and Forces Wing
A journey through the laws that govern the universe: from planetary motion to the mysteries of the atom and time, where a simple question becomes an equation that changes our understanding of existence.
Mathematics and Logic Wing
The eternal language of the mind: from prime numbers to modern algorithms, teaching the reader how to think before learning how to calculate.
Biology and Life Wing
The story of life from the first cell to Homo sapiens: evolution, survival, intelligence, and an open question—what does it mean to be alive?
Innovation and Exploration Wing
Where imagination meets science: from major discoveries to the future, from early inventors to tomorrow’s challenges.
In every wing, knowledge is not presented as a final truth, but as an ongoing dialogue between East and West, past and future, and humanity and its greatest questions.

Prepare to become both an explorer and a philosopher,
and to begin your own journey in understanding civilization, science, and humanity.
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Research Methodology in This Book
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This book is like a journey through time! Its goal is to teach you how to think like a young historian and scientist, not just to memorize names and dates.

	Analyzing Great Civilizations
You will study each civilization as Ibn Khaldun studied societies: how cities were organized, how governments functioned, and what daily life looked like. You will learn to read data, tables, and historical charts to understand how civilizations worked.

	Stories of People and Their Experiences
Like Plutarch, you will get to know great individuals through the stories of their lives and decisions—rulers, scholars, and engineers. You will understand their motivations, successes, mistakes, and how these shaped their civilizations.

	Simulated and Interactive Experiences
You will face challenges and interactive exercises: managing an ancient city, making economic or political decisions, or solving civilizational crises. This allows you to test your ideas in a safe and enjoyable environment.

	Critical Thinking and Comparison
You will compare how different civilizations were governed and analyze why some decisions succeeded while others failed. You will learn to ask open-ended questions and discuss them with friends or classmates.

	Synthesis and Conclusion
At the end of each chapter, you will formulate rules or lessons drawn from civilizations, helping you understand how to apply this knowledge in daily life or in understanding the modern world.


Extra Tip for Engagement:
Use symbols to categorize activities or civilizations:
	Cities and Laws

	Great Figures

	Documents and Records

	Experiments and Challenges

	Comparison and Conclusions


In this way, the reader becomes a young detective and civilization explorer—collecting evidence, analyzing it, and drawing lessons from the past to build a deeper understanding of human civilizations.
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Journey Through Civilizations
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Welcome, young explorer! Before you begin your adventure with Rayan and Rawan, let’s take a quick journey through the ten civilizations you will encounter, to discover where great ideas began, who invented sciences, and who mapped history!

	The Kingdom of Oranun


	History: Thousands of years ago, in a fictional land inspired by ancient civilizations.

	Founder / Great Mind: Herodotus and Sima Qian – historians who gave both heart and mind to history.

	Why Important: They teach us that history is not just events, but a puzzle to solve through stories and documents.


	Mesopotamian Civilization (Sumer)


	History: Around 10,000 – 2,000 BCE

	Founder / Great Mind: Mathematicians and astronomers who invented writing and the first cities.

	Why Important: They laid the foundations of cities, writing, and organized society.


	Ancient Egyptian Civilization


	History: Around 4000 BCE onward

	Founder / Great Mind: Amenhotep, a doctor and engineer who contributed to medicine, engineering, and construction.

	Why Important: They showed how science and art can immortalize human life.


	Indus Valley Civilization (Harappa)


	History: Around 6000 – 1500 BCE

	Founder / Great Mind: City planners who designed sanitation systems and urban layouts.

	Why Important: They demonstrated the power of social organization and urban planning.


	Ancient Chinese Civilization


	History: From the Neolithic period, around 3000 BCE onward

	Founder / Great Mind: Confucius – the founder of Confucianism, who taught ethics and education.

	Why Important: They combined philosophy, science, and art to guide human life.


	Ancient Iranian Civilization (Elam)


	History: Around 4000 BCE

	Founder / Great Mind: Elamite scholars who established early state rules and writing.

	Why Important: They showed how writing and civil organization can preserve a civilization.


	Ancient Greek Civilization


	History: 6th – 4th centuries BCE

	Founder / Great Mind: Socrates and Aristotle – thinkers of philosophy and science.

	Why Important: They taught us how to think, ask questions, and seek wisdom.


	Minoan Civilization (Crete)


	History: Around 3000 – 1100 BCE

	Founder / Great Mind: King Minos and Minoan engineers who built magnificent palaces and advanced maritime arts.

	Why Important: They showed how art and engineering can create a thriving civilization.


	Anatolian Civilization (Çatalhöyük)


	History: Around 7500 – 5700 BCE

	Founder / Great Mind: The communal society that built the earliest urban settlements and taught us about social cooperation.

	Why Important: They showed that teamwork can create a strong and stable civilization.


	Levant and the Phoenicians


	History: Around 3000 – 1000 BCE

	Founder / Great Mind: Alphabet inventors and Phoenician traders who created writing and opened maritime trade routes.

	Why Important: They showed how writing and trade can connect civilizations and leave a lasting legacy.


Tip for the Reader:
These civilizations are not just places or dates—they are stories, inventions, and challenges that helped humans build the world we live in today.
With Rayan and Rawan, you will become a young history detective—collecting evidence, connecting stories to documents, and understanding each civilization as if you were there yourself!

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​

Meet Rayan and Rawan!
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In a world full of mysteries and discoveries, Rayan and Rawan stand at the threshold of a new adventure, guiding us through ancient civilizations.

Rayan is very curious and loves asking big questions.
Question for you: If you were Rayan, what question would you ask about the past?
Rawan is smart and creative, enjoying map-making, decoding, and solving puzzles.
Question for you: If you were Rawan, how would you uncover a hidden secret in an ancient city?
Together, you can walk alongside them, share their curiosity, and find solutions to exercises and puzzles on your own.

Small Activity:
Draw a map of the city that Rayan and Rawan discovered. Mark where a secret storage or ancient artifact might be.
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Introduction to Part Two – “The Ten Civilizations Wing”
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Welcome, young explorer!

After your amazing adventure in the Civilizations and History Wing, and solving the mystery of the lost Kingdom of Oranun, it’s time for a new journey... a journey through time and the ten oldest civilizations in the world!

This time, you will accompany Rayan and Rawan to different times and places: from the fertile rivers of Mesopotamia, across the pyramids of ancient Egypt, to hidden cities in the Indus Valley, and all the way to the Phoenicians’ coasts and their sailing ships.

But beware! Each civilization has its own mysteries, stories, and secrets. Every great mind you meet will teach you in its own way:

	Philosophers and thinkers will show you how to ask questions and think deeply.

	Engineers and inventors will show you how to build thriving civilizations.

	Traders and explorers will take you on exciting maritime adventures.


Just like in Part One, your small choices will have big challenges: Will you listen to folk tales or analyze ancient documents? How will you connect the evidence to understand cause and effect?

Rayan and Rawan will not be alone:

	Rayan, naturally curious and bold, will follow his passion to explore every corner!

	Rawan, smart and observant, will make you think in new ways each time.

	Together, you will learn that history is not just numbers—it is a real adventure, and every civilization hides a valuable lesson for life today.


Get ready to uncover the maritime mysteries of Minos, the first alphabet of the Canaanites and Phoenicians, and the philosophy of ancient Greece... all in a fun, educational way, full of laughter and adventure!

Tip Before You Begin:
Bring your notebook, your pen, and maybe even your little detective hat... because you’ll need them to solve the mysteries of the ten civilizations!
Are you ready, young detective?
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Then let’s open the gate to Part Two and begin the journey!​
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Chapter One – The Sumerian Gateway: Where Writing Was Born

Opening Scene: The Speaking Tablet

Rayan and Rawan enter the "Hall of Civilizations and History" early in the morning. Sunlight streams through a high window, illuminating a central table holding a massive clay tablet. Strange symbols decorate it, seeming to almost move under the light.

A faint, earthy smell rises from the tablets, as if they've just woken from a sleep thousands of years long.

Rayan (carefully holding the tablet, feeling its cool roughness):

"Rawan! Look... these symbols look like they were carved yesterday! Do you see how these red circles shine?"

Rawan (touching the symbols with her finger, contemplating the precise depth of the carvings):

"They're from Sumer... where humans first began to record their dreams on clay. They say every story written since... started here!"

A soft, wise voice suddenly comes from a hidden speaker:

"Greetings, time explorers! 5000 years ago, in this land, humans turned silence into written words. Are you ready to discover the power of the first recorded letter?"

Meeting the Scribe En-Hedu: The Keeper of Memory

Suddenly... a man appears. He wears a white linen robe embroidered with golden threads, holding a sharp reed pen and a fresh clay tablet. His eyes shine with deep wisdom.

En-Hedu (humbly):

"I am En-Hedu, a scribe of the Sumerian court. My duty was to record everything: from grains of wheat to palace deals, from temple prayers to victory hymns. Writing is the memory that never dies."

Rayan:

"So, you were the first to turn speech into drawings?"

Rawan:
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