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To YAHWEH —

who opened my eyes to the secret buried in the word

בָרוּךְ

(Baruch — Blessed)

that the Greater kneels to bless the lesser,

that the Sovereign stoops to the servant,

that the most radical sandal removal in all of creation

was never ours.

It was His.

If YAHWEH Himself kneels to bless —

should removing our sandals before Him

ever be a problem?

♦  ♦  ♦
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To Ifeoma —

32 years, three continents, and one question she never stopped asking.

“What is YAHWEH saying about this matter?”

She kept asking the right question

until her husband finally wrote the answer.

She was barefoot before this book had a title.
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No book that claims to trace the Commander's fingerprints through Scripture, history, and the global church can pretend it was written alone. Every chapter of Remove Your Sandals carries the marks of people who removed their own sandals long enough to help me see what I could not have seen alone.

First and above every other name, to YAHWEH — whose patience with a servant still learning to keep his own sandals off is the only reason this manuscript exists. The night-watch revelations that shaped this book's most important arguments were not achievements. They were gifts, received by simply staying awake long enough to receive them.

To Ifeoma, my wife — thirty-two years of marriage have taught me that the barefoot life is a daily, lived reality, not an abstraction. She has asked me the right question more times than I can count, and waited patiently while I learned to ask it of God myself. This book is dedicated to her; this page makes the debt explicit.

I owe a profound debt to several scholars, mentors, and ministry companions whose insight shaped this manuscript far beyond what these brief lines can convey.


Professor Marvin Meital of the Israel Institute of Biblical Studies (IIBS) deserves a particular word of thanks. Chapter 13 — the chapter that dismantles the most consequential mistranslation in Charismatic theology — would not have survived scholarly scrutiny without his patient ratification of the Hebrew grammar underlying Isaiah 45:11b. When I asked whether תְצַוּוּנִי (tetzavvuni) could grammatically sustain the rhetorical-interrogative reading this book depends upon — rather than the permissive imperative the King James rendering has allowed generations of preachers to assume — he gave me confirmation and the grammatical precision that made the argument unassailable. Whatever credibility Chapter 13 carries with Hebrew-literate readers, it carries because he put his own scholarship behind it.



I am grateful too to the IIBS faculty more broadly, whose instruction in Biblical Hebrew gave me the tools to engage Scripture's Hebrew text on its own terms. Any error of grammar that remains is mine; any precision owes a debt to that instruction. I am equally grateful to the faculty of the Redeemed Bible College, who laid the theological foundation this book stands on.

To the congregations I have pastored, and where I’ve been a pastor across Nigeria, the United States, and Canada over three decades — thank you for your patience with a pastor still working out, in real time, the theology this book now states with confidence. You taught me what the sandal-wearing default looks like in the pews and in my own heart, long before I had words for it.

To my marriage and family counselling clients across twenty-five years — your willingness to let a counsellor sit with your real battles taught me more about the gap between sandal-wearing strategy and barefoot surrender than any classroom could. Your stories, anonymized, live on every page.

To Restoration House Publishing, and to every reader of the nine books that preceded this one — your willingness to engage serious biblical scholarship written for the pulpit is the reason this book can exist.

And finally, to every reader carrying their own Jericho — thank you for trusting these pages. It is my prayer you close this book having removed something you did not know you were still carrying.

♦  ♦  ♦
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“What message does my Lord have for His servant?”

Adebowale Toki

Restoration House Publishing
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“




“Remove your sandals from your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.”


— Exodus 3:5 (NIV)


“What message does my Lord have for his servant?”


— Joshua 5:14 (NIV)


“We are too busy to pray, and so we are too busy to have power. We have a great deal of activity, but we accomplish little; many services but few conversions; much machinery but few results.”


— E.M. Bounds (1835–1913), Power Through Prayer
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There are books that inform, and there are books that confront. The rarest category — the one that makes publishers pause and preachers fall silent — is the book that does both simultaneously, with scholarly precision and pastoral urgency, without sacrificing either on the altar of the other.

Remove Your Sandals is that book.

Restoration House Publishing has had the privilege of accompanying Adebowale Toki through several major works — The Watchers, The Naked Prophets & Kings, the two volumes of Who Is This Melchizedek? — each of which demonstrated the same remarkable combination: the systems-level analytical mind of an engineer, the situational awareness of a commercial pilot, the textual rigour of a Hebrew scholar, and the pastoral heart of a man who has sat with broken people on three continents for more than thirty years. Each of those works carried its own theological burden with distinction.

But this one is different. This one is urgent in a way that the others, for all their importance, were not.

The argument of this book is not a new theological position. It is the recovery of one of the oldest and most universally attested theological convictions in the history of human worship — a conviction preserved unbroken for seventeen centuries in the Ethiopian Orthodox tradition, enacted five times daily by more than a billion Muslim worshippers, observed annually by the Jewish community in the most solemn moment of its liturgical calendar, and confirmed by the Dead Sea Scrolls in caves above the Judean wilderness. The conviction is simple: you do not stand in the Commander’s presence in your own footwear. You do not enter holy ground in sandals.

The Western evangelical church is, by global and historical standards, the exception. It is the tradition that abandoned this conviction while the rest of the worshipping world kept it. And the consequences of that abandonment — named with surgical precision in Part Three of this book — are visible in the gap between the church’s activity and its impact, between the sophistication of its programmes and the walls that remain standing.

What Toki has written is not a critique from outside the tradition he is addressing. He is a son of the Pentecostal and Charismatic movement — a movement he loves enough to tell the truth about. The six confrontations of Chapter 12, the demolition of the Isaiah 45:11 misreading in Chapter 13, the diagnosis of the five-stage sandal-wearing default in Chapter 9 — these are not the observations of a hostile outsider. They are the honest testimony of a man who has been in the room and who loves the people in it enough to say what he sees.

The night-watch revelations that shaped this manuscript — including the discovery that the very word Baruch encodes the image of the Greater kneeling to bless the lesser, and the insight that Avinu Malkeinu makes the commanding theology self-contradictory from within Israel’s own two-thousand-year liturgical tradition — are themselves evidence of the barefoot theology operating in the life of the author. These insights did not come from the library. They came from the quiet place. They came when the sandals were off.

We commend this book to every pastor who has been marching around a Jericho that has not yet fallen. To every prayer leader who has sensed that something is missing from the prayer meeting but could not name it. To every leader who has built impressive programmes and achieved measurable results and still felt, in the quiet moments, that the Commander was not yet fully in command.

The Commander is already here. His sword is already drawn. His army is already deployed.

The only variable is the sandals.

Restoration House Publishing

Calgary, Alberta, Canada, 2026
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This book began with a question that would not go away.

Not a theological question — or not primarily. It began with an observational one: why are the walls still standing? Why, in an era of the most extensively resourced, most strategically sophisticated, most theologically informed church in the history of Western Christianity, do the cultural walls, the community walls, the family walls, the personal walls that Spirit-filled believers have been marching around for decades remain so comprehensively upright? Why does Ravenhill’s observation — that one hundred and twenty churches can be present in a city and the city barely knows they are there — describe so accurately the condition of so many communities that genuinely love God, genuinely preach the gospel, and genuinely desire His power?

The answer this book proposes is not comfortable. But it is precise. The walls are still standing because the sandals are still on. The commanding general is still in charge. The five-stage sandal-wearing default is still the operating system. And the Commander — who has been standing at the outskirts of this generation’s Jericho with His sword already drawn, who arrived before we did, whose angelic army has been deployed around our specific walls since before the first prayer meeting was called — is still waiting for the signal He has always been waiting for.

This book is an attempt to name that signal, trace its biblical and historical evidence, correct the theological arguments that have been used to resist it, and equip the reader to give it.

The book is organised in five parts:


Part One (Chapters 1–4) establishes the theology of the sandal — what it meant in the ancient world, what it means spiritually, and what the complete biblical inventory of barefoot figures reveals about who is exempt from the barefoot protocol (answer: no one).

Part Two (Chapters 5–8) reveals the military reality of what surrounds every barefoot servant — the angelic host, the command hierarchy, the Qumran scrolls’ confirmation, and the seven biblical battles that confirm the inverse proportion principle: the less Israel fought in its own sandals, the more decisively God fought.

Part Three (Chapters 9–13) delivers the diagnosis. The sandal-wearing psychology is named, the eight specific sandals are identified, the sonship objection is dismantled, the modern Pentecostal and Charismatic expressions of the sandal-wearing theology are confronted, and the most catastrophically misread verse in Charismatic history (Isaiah 45:11) is corrected.

Part Four (Chapters 14–18) builds the barefoot life — the guardrail against passivity, the supreme model of Gethsemane, the daily threshold protocol, the global traditions’ witness, and the full resolution of the both/and: you are a son permanently, and you are a bond-servant voluntarily. Simultaneously. Without contradiction.

Part Five (Chapters 19–20) carries the vision of corporate barefoot awakening — the pattern of every genuine revival from Acts 2 to the Hebrides — and delivers the final word to the reader standing at their own threshold.



Read the chapters in order on the first reading. The argument is cumulative — each chapter stands on what preceded it, and Part Three’s diagnosis requires Part One and Part Two’s foundation to be fully felt.

But this book was not written only to be read. It was written to be worked. And the back matter of this volume contains four resources that deserve special attention — not as appendices in the academic sense of supplementary material that can be ignored, but as active instruments of the barefoot theology applied to your specific life, community, and situation.

Appendix B — The Eight Sandals: A Personal Inventory

Do not read Chapter 10 and move on. Come back to Appendix B with a pen, a closed door, and adequate silence. The diagnostic question and application question beneath each of the eight sandals are designed to do what Chapter 10’s prose cannot do alone: name the specific sandal in your specific situation with the specificity that produces genuine removal. Every reader will find themselves in at least three of the eight. Most will find themselves in more. Work through this inventory slowly. One sandal per sitting if necessary. The goal is not efficient completion. It is honest exposure.

Appendix C — The Threshold Protocol: Daily Practice Cards

The seven threshold practices of Chapter 16 are presented in Appendix C in a compact, repeatable format designed to be used at the relevant threshold moment of each day. These cards are not a devotional programme. They are a daily override of the sandal-wearing default — the practical expression of the barefoot theology applied to the morning threshold, the decision threshold, the prayer threshold, the conflict threshold, and the success threshold. Do not file these cards. Carry them. The Declaration beneath each one is the barefoot prayer for that specific threshold, ready to be prayed at the moment it is needed.

Appendix E — Avinu Malkeinu: A Liturgical Note

This standalone note emerged from a night-watch revelation that arrived after the manuscript was substantially complete. The connection between the Hebrew word Baruch — blessed, rooted in the act of kneeling — and the barefoot theology’s understanding of the Greater stooping to bless the lesser is developed here in its fullest form, alongside the Avinu Malkeinu argument that makes the commanding theology self-contradictory from within Israel’s own two-thousand-year liturgical tradition. This appendix belongs in the hands of every pastor engaging Jewish dialogue, every scholar of Hebrew liturgy, and every believer who has ever been told that Isaiah 45:11 authorises the commanding posture. It does not. Appendix E is the demonstration.

Appendix H — The Study Guide: Twenty Sessions

The study guide provides one session per chapter — an opening reflection, three discussion questions, a practical application exercise, and a closing question. The closing question of every session is the same, because the barefoot theology has only one question that ultimately matters. This guide is designed for individual devotional use across twenty days, or for small group engagement across twenty weeks. Either way, do not rush it. The barefoot theology is not a weekend retreat. It is a life reorientation. Give it the time it deserves.

One final word before Chapter 1 opens: the Commander is not waiting for you to finish this book. He was already at your Jericho before you picked it up. He is already standing with His sword drawn. The walls are already encircled by horses and chariots of fire that your unaided eyes cannot see.

This book is not the strategy. It is the invitation to stop strategising.

Remove your sandals. Ask the question. And let the Commander fight.

Adebowale Toki

Calgary, Alberta, Canada, 2026
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The Stone That Broke the Jar
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A Bedouin shepherd threw a stone into a cave above the Dead Sea in the spring of 1947. He heard something break.

He had been looking for a stray goat. What he found instead — when he investigated the sound — were clay jars containing leather scrolls wrapped in linen, sealed and preserved in the dry desert air of the Judean wilderness for nearly two thousand years. Over the decade that followed, in eleven caves near the ancient site of Qumran, approximately nine hundred manuscripts emerged. The world called them the Dead Sea Scrolls. Scholars spent the next seven decades translating, analysing, and debating them.

I spent years reading them. And what I found, read through the lens of a question that had been accumulating across decades of pastoral ministry, was not what I had expected.

I had expected confirmation of what I already knew — historical background, textual variants, Second Temple context. What I found instead was a community that had preserved, in extraordinary detail, a theology of worship and warfare that the modern church had almost entirely lost. The War Scroll’s insistence that battle purity equals Temple purity. The Angelic Liturgy’s understanding that human worship joins a heavenly service already in progress. The Community Rule’s constitution of barefoot corporate surrender institutionalised as a way of life. The Melchizedek Text’s vision of the ultimate Jubilee as the cosmic enactment of the sandal removal at the level of the entire created order.

The community at Qumran did not know this book would be written. They did not know that the theological crisis it addresses would emerge two thousand years after they sealed their scrolls in clay jars and hid them in the caves above the Dead Sea. But what they preserved speaks directly into that crisis with a clarity that the centuries of silence have only sharpened.

The scrolls confirmed it. But the question had been forming long before the scrolls spoke.

♦  ♦  ♦
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The question formed across three decades of pastoral ministry spanning Nigeria, the United States, and Canada. It formed in counselling sessions where genuinely Spirit-filled believers described spiritual battles they had been fighting for years without resolution. It formed in prayer meetings where the fervour was authentic and the faith was genuine and the walls were still standing. It formed in leadership conversations where gifted, anointed, deeply committed servants of God were executing strategies of formidable sophistication and producing results that did not match the resources, the talent, and the genuine spiritual commitment they were investing.

And the question that kept forming, through all of it, was this: why?

Why are the walls still standing? Not in any single community or any single individual’s life — but as a pattern, across traditions and continents and decades of sincere, theologically informed, Spirit-empowered Christian effort? Why does the church that has access to the most powerful resources in the universe — the indwelling Spirit, the angelic host, the Commander’s own drawn sword — produce results so consistently below what those resources should make possible?

The answer came not from the library but from the quiet place. It came in the night watches, in the stillness that this book has been advocating. And it came with the precision that only the Commander’s direct communication produces.

The sandals are on.

♦  ♦  ♦
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The night watches produced more than one revelation in the course of writing this manuscript. They produced the discovery that the Hebrew word Baruch — blessed — is rooted in the image of kneeling: the Greater stooping to bless the lesser, the Sovereign bending to the servant. If YAHWEH Himself kneels to bless, the dedication of this book asks, should removing our sandals before Him ever be a problem?

They produced the discovery that the ancient Jewish liturgical prayer Avinu Malkeinu — Our Father, Our King — prayed for two thousand years in the same breath, makes the commanding theology self-contradictory from within the tradition that produced the text it misreads. You cannot simultaneously pray ‘Our Father, Our King’ and claim the right to command the King.

They produced the recovery of Luke 17:10 — Yeshua’s own instruction to His New Covenant disciples to say, after complete and exhaustive obedience, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty’ — which closed the final escape hatch of the sandal-wearing sonship theology by showing that the Commander who called them friends also told them to call themselves bond-slaves, and that both statements came from the same mouth in the same ministry period.

Each of these came in the quiet. Each came when the sandals were off. Each came because the Commander, when given the operational clearance that the barefoot surrender provides, issues orders that the sandal-wearing general’s strategic assessment would never have arrived at.

This book was not planned. It was received.

♦  ♦  ♦
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The Bedouin shepherd’s stone broke the jar. The scrolls that emerged from the desert dust spoke across two thousand years of silence into the specific theological crisis of the twenty-first-century church. And the community that had sealed those scrolls — who had gone to their deaths at Masada with the Angelic Liturgy in their hands, singing the worship of a heavenly choir that was already assembled before they gathered — had preserved what the church forgot.

Heaven never forgot it.

The hills are still full of horses and chariots of fire. The Commander is still standing at the outskirts of this generation’s Jerichos with His sword already drawn. The angelic host is still deployed around every community that will give the barefoot signal. The War Scroll’s battle is not over. The Angelic Liturgy’s choir is still singing. The Melchizedek Text’s Jubilee is still coming.

And the walls are ready to fall.

The only remaining question — the question this book was written to make both answerable and unavoidable — is the question Joshua asked when the Commander appeared and his sandals came off:

“What message does my Lord have for His servant?”

Adebowale Toki

Calgary, Alberta, Canada, 2026

PART ONE

The Sandal and the Sovereign
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CHAPTER 1
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“Are You For Us or Against Us?”
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The Question That Exposed Everything


“Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in front of him with a drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him and asked, ‘Are you for us or for our enemies?’ ‘Neither,’ he replied.”

— Joshua 5:13–14 (NIV)

“It is not the arithmetic of our prayers, how many they are; nor the rhetoric of our prayers, how eloquent they be; nor the geometry of our prayers, how long they be — it is the fervency of spirit, the sincerity of heart that God looks at.”

— William Law (1686–1761), A Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life

“We have many organizers, but few agonizers; many players and payers, few prayers; many singers, few clingers; lots of pastors, few wrestlers; many fears, few tears; much fashion, little passion; many interferers, few intercessors. Failing here, we fail everywhere.”

— Leonard Ravenhill (1907–1994), Why Revival Tarries

“The most dangerous prayer in the modern church is not the prayer of the atheist who doubts God exists. It is the prayer of the general who has already written the battle plan — and is simply asking God to show up and execute it.”

— Adebowale Toki, Remove Your Sandals



––––––––
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It is the eve of the most consequential military campaign in Israel’s history.

Behind Joshua lies the Jordan River, crossed miraculously just days before, its waters parting in obedience to the Ark of the Covenant. Ahead of him lies Jericho — ancient, fortified, its doubled walls rising against the Canaan sky, its garrison prepared, its gates sealed. The city has been waiting for Israel. And Israel’s greatest general has been studying it.

Joshua ben Nun was not an amateur. He had spent forty years in the school of Moses, the most consequential leader Israel had ever known. He had been one of two spies who returned from Canaan with faith when ten others returned with fear. He had watched the Red Sea part. He had eaten manna. He had drunk water from a struck rock. He had stood on the mountain when the Law was given. He had been named Moses’ personal successor by the word of God Himself.

If any man in the history of Israel was qualified to devise a battle plan for Jericho, it was Joshua. And that is precisely the problem.
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The General’s Question
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Joshua 5:13 records what happened when Joshua went out to survey the battlefield:


“Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in front of him with a drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him and asked, ‘Are you for us or for our enemies?’”

— Joshua 5:13 (NIV)


Read that question again. Read it slowly. Because everything this book is about is compressed into those eleven words.

“Are you for us or for our enemies?”

It sounds like a reasonable military inquiry. A commander, encountering an unknown armed figure near his battle perimeter, asks for identification. Whose side are you on? It is the kind of question any competent general would ask. It is tactically sound. It is strategically prudent. It is, by every human military standard, exactly the right thing to say.

And it is completely, catastrophically wrong.

Not wrong in its facts — the question was factually coherent. Wrong in its framework. Wrong in its assumption. Wrong in what it reveals about who Joshua believed was running this war.
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The Anatomy of a Loaded Question
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A question is never merely a question. Every question carries embedded assumptions — things the questioner already believes to be true, which shape the very terms in which the question is asked. And Joshua’s question carries three embedded assumptions that expose the entire architecture of his thinking.

First assumption: this war belongs to Israel. Joshua is the commander of Israel’s army. He is the one with a battle plan, a chain of command, a strategy for taking Jericho. The figure before him is an unknown variable in his campaign. The question “are you for us?” assumes that Joshua’s campaign is the primary reality — and this stranger is a potential asset or threat within it.

Second assumption: God is a potential ally. The question “Are you for us?” is the question of a commander who has not yet surrendered his command. It is the question of a man who has a plan and is checking whether heaven will support it. God — if this figure represents God — is being evaluated as a military resource, not acknowledged as the supreme Commander.

Third assumption: there are only two options. For us or against us. With Israel or with the enemy. Joshua’s binary framing reveals that he has already defined the terms of this conflict. He knows who the players are, what the sides are, what the stakes are. He is not asking for revelation. He is asking for alignment.

These three assumptions — the war is mine, God is my resource, and I have already defined the terms — are not unique to Joshua. They are the default posture of every human being who has ever approached a crisis, a conflict, or a conquest. They are the posture of fallen humanity reaching for divine backup. And they are, as Joshua was about to discover, the posture that keeps Jericho’s walls standing.
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The Answer That Dismantled Everything
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The figure’s response is the most theologically loaded two-letter word in the Hebrew Bible.


“‘Neither,’ he replied, ‘but as commander of the army of the LORD I have now come.’”

— Joshua 5:14 (NIV)


Neither.

Not “yes, I am for you” — which would have been the answer Joshua wanted, a divine endorsement of his campaign. Not “no, I am against you” — which would have been alarming but at least comprehensible within Joshua’s framework. Neither.

The figure refuses Joshua’s entire framework. He does not choose a side in Joshua’s war. He announces that Joshua has been operating under a fundamental misunderstanding of what is actually happening here.

The Hebrew word rendered “neither” is 

The Hebrew word rendered “neither” is לא (‘lo’) — a flat, absolute negation. It is not a diplomatic non-answer. It is a refusal. A refusal of Joshua’s question, his framework, his assumptions, and his entire understanding of what is happening at Jericho.1

Then the figure tells Joshua who he actually is: “But as commander of the army of the LORD I have now come.”

This is not a supporting character in Joshua’s campaign. This is the supreme Commander of the LORD’s army — identified in Hebrew as 

This is not a supporting character in Joshua’s campaign. This is the supreme Commander of the LORD’s army — identified in Hebrew as שַׁר צְבא יהוה (‘sar tseva YHWH’), a figure recognized by virtually all ancient and modern commentators as a Christophany — a pre-incarnate appearance of the Son of God.2

He came not as Israel’s ally. He came as Israel’s Commander-in-Chief. He already held the drawn sword — a sword that was not being offered to Joshua, but was already in the hand of the One who would fight this battle. Joshua’s role was not to command. It was to receive commands.
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The Drawn Sword That Was Not Offered
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There is a detail in this passage that almost every commentary notices but few press fully into its significance. When Joshua looked up, he saw a man 

There is a detail in this passage that almost every commentary notices but few press fully into its significance. When Joshua looked up, he saw a man with a drawn sword in his hand.

The sword was drawn before Joshua arrived. It was not drawn in response to Joshua’s approach. It was not drawn to threaten Joshua. It was not drawn and offered to Joshua as a supernatural weapon. It was drawn and held — already in the Commander’s hand, already pointed toward Jericho, already in the posture of a general who has arrived at a battlefield to fight.

The battle plan was already in motion. Heaven had already engaged the conflict. The Commander of the LORD’s army had already arrived at Jericho — before Joshua got there, before Israel’s army assembled, before a single trumpet was blown or a single foot marched.

This is the first and most fundamental truth of this entire book: God does not arrive after you call Him. He does not deploy after you pray. He is not waiting for your battle plan before He engages. The Commander arrives first. The sword is already drawn. The question is not whether God will fight. The question is whether you will recognize that He is already fighting — and remove your sandals so that He can fight without working around your independently-commanded army.
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The Wrong Question Exposed
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Now consider the full weight of what Joshua’s question had revealed.

He had asked: “Are you for us or against us?”

The Commander had replied, in effect: “You have asked the wrong question entirely. You are not the general seeking an ally. I am the General. You are not conducting a campaign that I might support. I am conducting a campaign that you are invited to join — if you will relinquish command and submit to Mine.”

The binary Joshua had proposed — for us or against us — assumed that Joshua’s war was the primary reality and God’s involvement was the variable. The Commander’s “neither” reversed the entire equation: 

God’s war is the primary reality. Joshua’s involvement is the variable. And the condition of Joshua’s involvement is not that God will fight alongside Joshua. It is that Joshua will fight alongside God’s Commander — under His orders, by His strategy, at His signal, for His glory.

This distinction is not theological hairsplitting. It is the difference between walls that stand and walls that fall.
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Joshua’s Response: The Posture of Revelation

[image: ]


Something extraordinary happens next. Confronted with the Commander’s identity and the absolute negation of his framework, Joshua does not argue. He does not defend his question. He does not negotiate. He does not say “But surely God is on Israel’s side?” He does not reach for theological precedent or covenant promise.


“Then Joshua fell facedown to the ground in reverence, and asked him, ‘What message does my Lord have for his servant?’”

— Joshua 5:14 (NIV)


This is one of the most significant posture shifts in all of Scripture. In a single verse, Joshua moves from 

This is one of the most significant posture shifts in all of Scripture. In a single verse, Joshua moves from general to servant. From the man asking questions to the man receiving orders. From the commander conducting a campaign to the servant awaiting a message from his Lord.

And the question that replaces his original question is the most important question in this entire book:

“What message does my Lord have for his servant?”

Not: “Are you for us?” But: “What do you have to say to me?”

Not: “Whose side are you on?” But: “What are your orders?”

Not: “Will you support my plan?” But: “I am your servant. Speak.”

This is the question of a man who has removed his sandals — not literally yet, but in his spirit. The posture preceded the command. The surrender came before the instruction. And it is precisely this posture — not Joshua’s military training, not his faith record, not his forty years under Moses — that made him ready to receive the most unusual battle plan in military history.
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The Command That Confirmed the Transfer
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Then the Commander speaks:


“‘Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy.’ And Joshua did so.”

— Joshua 5:15 (NIV)


There it is. The command that is the title of this book. The command that is the subject of every chapter that follows. The command that reverberates across every covenant, every century, every culture, every worship tradition, every spiritual battle in the history of the people of God.

Remove your sandals.

We will spend much of this book unpacking what sandals meant in the ancient world — ownership, authority, legal standing, the declaration of who holds command in a given space. But for now, recognize what is happening in this moment.

Joshua arrived at the outskirts of Jericho as the commander of Israel’s army — sandals firmly on, battle plan in development, generalship intact. He encountered the Commander of the LORD’s army. His framework was dismantled by a single word: Neither. He fell on his face. He asked for orders. And then the Commander confirmed the transaction with a physical command:

“Remove your sandals.” This is the moment the generalship transferred. Not when Joshua fell on his face — though that was essential. Not when he asked for the message — though that was the right question. The transfer was confirmed when Joshua removed the physical symbol of his own command from his feet and stood barefoot on ground that already belonged to Someone Else.

And Joshua did so. No argument. No qualification. No “but what about my battle plan?” The text is admirably brief: 

And Joshua did so. No argument. No qualification. No “But what about my battle plan?” The text is admirably brief: And Joshua did so. The sandals came off. And heaven went to work.
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The Battle Plan That Followed
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What came next is so well known that its strangeness has been domesticated by familiarity. We have heard the story of Jericho so many times that we no longer feel the absurdity of the battle plan God issued. But try to hear it for the first time.

The Commander’s strategy for taking the most fortified city in Canaan was this:

March around the city in silence. Do this once a day for six days. On the seventh day, march around seven times. Then have the priests blow the trumpets. Then have the people shout. Then watch the walls fall.

No siege equipment. No undermining the foundations. No catapults or battering rams. No tactical positioning of archers. No coordinated assault from multiple points. No exploitation of weaknesses in the wall’s structure. Just march. And shout. And watch.

From a human military standpoint, this is not just suboptimal. It is professionally humiliating. No general trained in the military traditions of Egypt, Mesopotamia, or anywhere else in the ancient world would have devised this strategy. It violates every principle of siege warfare. It exposes the attacking force to the defenders on the walls for seven days without any aggressive action. It is, by every human military calculation, a recipe for slaughter.

And that is precisely why God gave it.

The battle plan was designed to be impossible to execute while wearing sandals. The moment Joshua tried to “improve” it with human military wisdom, it would fail. The moment any officer in the chain of command suggested adding a conventional assault to the equation, it would collapse. It only functioned in an environment of total, unqualified, barefoot obedience to the Commander’s orders.

The walls of Jericho did not fall because of acoustic physics. They did not fall because of structural resonance created by the trumpets. They did not fall because of the psychological effect of Israel’s marching on the defenders. They fell because an army received an impossible order, obeyed it with barefoot precision, and the Commander of the LORD’s army — whose sword was already drawn before Joshua arrived — executed the battle He had always intended to fight Himself.
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The Opening Thesis: The Question We Must Stop Asking
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Every chapter of this book is, in some sense, an unpacking of this single encounter. Every dimension of the barefoot theology — the symbolism of the sandal, the reality of the angelic host, the diagnosis of the modern church’s command problem, the misreading of New Covenant sonship, the catastrophic misinterpretation of Isaiah 45:11, the three-phase process of barefoot obedience, the recovery of what every global worship tradition has preserved — flows from this moment outside Jericho.

But before we go further, we must name the central crisis that makes this book necessary.

The modern church — and specifically the modern Pentecostal and Charismatic church, which this author loves and serves — has been asking Joshua’s question. For generations, the dominant posture of Spirit-filled Christianity has been the posture of the general seeking divine endorsement. We assess the situation. We develop the strategy. We recruit the resources. We build the coalition. We design the campaign. And then we pray — earnestly, passionately, and sincerely — asking God to be for us rather than against us.

We have given this posture many names. Faith. Positive confession. Spiritual warfare. Prophetic declaration. Apostolic authority. Kingdom dominion. And underneath every one of these frameworks, at varying degrees of sophistication, runs the same assumption that Joshua carried to the outskirts of Jericho:

This battle is mine to fight. God is my most powerful resource.

And Jericho’s walls are still standing as evidence of what that assumption produces.

The walls we cannot breach. The family members who will not come to faith. The physical conditions that refuse to yield. The ministries that have plateaued. The communities that remain unchanged. The cultural giants that appear impregnable. We have been marching around them with our sandals firmly on — confident in our authority, sophisticated in our theology, loud in our declarations — and the walls have not moved.

Because the Commander appeared with a drawn sword and said: Neither. And we never fell on our faces and asked Him what He wanted to say to us.
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The Question That Changes Everything
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This book is a sustained argument for a single posture shift — the same shift Joshua made in Joshua 5:14. From the question that exposes our assumptions to the question that opens heaven’s orders.

From: 

“God, are You for us or against our enemies?”

To:

“What message does my Lord have for His servant?”

This is not a subtle difference. It is the difference between the generalship and the servanthood. Between the sandals on and the sandals off. Between a battle we are managing with divine assistance and a battle God is fighting through our submitted, barefoot, orders-receiving obedience.

We have been asking God which side He is on. He has been waiting — with extraordinary patience, with a drawn sword, on ground that was already holy before we arrived — for us to ask which side we are on.
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A Word About What This Book Is Not
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Before we go further, a pastoral clarification is necessary — because this book will be misread if its thesis is not carefully bounded at the outset.

This is not a book about spiritual passivity. It is not a theology of doing nothing and waiting for God to act. It is not a call to abandon planning, strategy, preparation, or disciplined effort. Joshua still marched. Every day. Precisely. In order. For seven days. Gideon still organized three hundred men into companies with specific assignments. Nehemiah still posted guards while the wall was being built and kept a sword in one hand and a trowel in the other.

The barefoot warrior is not the idle warrior. The barefoot warrior is the most precisely active person in the room — because he is executing orders received from the Commander of the universe, not strategies drafted in his own imagination. The difference between barefoot activity and sandal-wearing activity is not the level of effort. It is the source of the orders.

We will return to this critical guardrail in Chapter 14, where we will examine what Matthew 6:33 — “Seek first the Kingdom of God and all these things will be added” — actually requires of the barefoot believer. The warning is simple: the barefoot theology must never become a cloak for laziness or a justification for planlessness. Joshua removed his sandals. Then he marched. Both are essential.

But the marching that follows barefoot surrender is a categorically different kind of marching than the marching we do with our sandals on. One is the activity of a servant executing the Commander’s orders. The other is the activity of a general hoping God will bless his initiative. They may look identical from the outside. The walls know the difference.

♦  ♦  ♦
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Chapter Summary: What We Have Established
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In this opening chapter, we have established the four foundational pillars on which the entire barefoot theology rests:

Pillar One: Joshua’s question — “Are you for us or against us?” — is the universal expression of sandal-wearing faith. It assumes human command and seeks divine endorsement. It is the default posture of every human being, including every Spirit-filled believer, approaching a crisis or a campaign.

Pillar Two: The Commander’s “Neither” is not a refusal to engage. It is a refusal of Joshua’s framework. It is the declaration that this war already has a Commander, and Joshua is not He.

Pillar Three: The drawn sword already in the Commander’s hand reveals that God does not wait for our battle plans before He deploys. He arrives first. The sword is already drawn. The question is whether we will recognize and acknowledge the Commander who is already there.

Pillar Four: The removal of sandals is the physical ratification of a spiritual transaction — the transfer of command from the human general to the divine Commander. It is not a religious ceremony. It is a legal declaration in the spirit realm, witnessed by the angelic host and received by the One whose ground we are standing on.

In the next chapter, we will go deeper into the ancient world to understand precisely what sandals represented — and why the command to remove them is always, in every context in which it appears, a command about who holds the authority in the space being entered.

For now, the Commander is standing before you with a drawn sword. He has not come to take sides. He has come to take command.

The only question that matters is the one Joshua finally asked:

“What message does my Lord have for His servant?”

♦  ♦  ♦
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The Sandal and the Sovereign
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