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Get the most from this book

Everyone has to decide his or her own revision strategy, but it is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding. These Revisions Notes will help you to do that in a planned way, topic by topic. Use this book as the cornerstone of your revision and don’t hesitate to write in it – personalise your notes and check your progress by ticking off each section as you revise.

Track your progress

Use the revision planner on pages 4 and 5 to plan your revision, topic by topic. Make you note when you have:


•  revised and understood a topic

•  tested yourself

•  practised the exam questions and checked your answers online.



You can also keep track of your revision by ticking off each topic heading in the book. You may find it helpful to add your own notes as you work through each topic.
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Features to help you succeed
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Now test yourself

These short, knowledge-based questions provide the first steps in testing your learning. Answers are provided online.
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Definitions and key words

Clear, concise definitions of essential key terms are provided where they first appear.

Key words from the specification are highlighted in bold throughout the book.
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Revision activities

These activities will help you to understand each topic in an interactive way. Answers are provided online.
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Exam support

Exam support boxes are provided for each topic. Read them to help breakdown exam questions and form useful planning tools for the exam.
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Online

Go online to check your answers to the Now Test Yourself and activity questions.
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My revision planner

1 Religion and ethics through Christianity

1.1 Christian beliefs

1.1.1 The Trinity

1.1.2 The creation of the universe and of humanity

1.1.3 The incarnation

1.1.4 The last days of Jesus’ life

1.1.5 The nature of salvation

1.1.6 Christian eschatology

1.1.7 The problem of evil and suffering

1.1.8 Solutions to the problem of evil and suffering

1.2 Marriage and the family

1.2.1 Marriage

1.2.2 Sexual relationships

1.2.3 Families

1.2.4 Support for the family in the local parish

1.2.5 Family planning

1.2.6 Divorce and remarriage

1.2.7 Equality of men and women in the family

1.2.8 Gender prejudice and discrimination

1.3 Living the Christian life

1.3.1 Worship

1.3.2 The role of the sacraments in Christian life

1.3.3 The nature and purpose of prayer

1.3.4 Pilgrimage

1.3.5 Christian religious celebrations

1.3.6 The future of the Church

1.3.7 The importance of the local church

1.3.8 The worldwide Church

1.4 Matters of life and death

1.4.1 Origins and value of the universe

1.4.2 The Sanctity of life

1.4.3 The origins and value of human life

1.4.4 The issue of abortion

1.4.5 Death and the afterlife

1.4.6 Non-religious arguments against life after death

1.4.7 Euthanasia

1.4.8 The natural world

2 Religion, peace and conflict through Islam

2.1 Muslim beliefs

2.1.1 The six beliefs of Islam

2.1.2 The five roots in Shi’a Islam

2.1.3 The nature of Allah

2.1.4 Risalah (prophets)

2.1.5 Muslim holy books

2.1.6 Malaikah (angels)

2.1.7 Al-Qadr (fate)

2.1.8 Akirah (Muslim beliefs about life after death)

2.2 Crime and punishment

2.2.1 Justice

2.2.2 Crime

2.2.3 Muslim attitudes to good, evil and suffering

2.2.4 Attitudes to punishment

2.2.5 The aims of punishment

2.2.6 Forgiveness

2.2.7 The treatment of criminals

2.2.8 The death penalty

2.3 Living the Muslim life

2.3.1 The Ten Obligatory Acts

2.3.2 Shahadah

2.3.3 Salah

2.3.4 Sawm

2.3.5 Zakah and khums

2.3.6 Hajj

2.3.7 Jihad

2.3.8 Celebrations and commemorations

2.4 Peace and conflict

2.4.1 Muslim attitudes towards peace

2.4.2 The role of Muslims in peacemaking

2.4.3 Attitudes to conflict

2.4.4 Pacifism

2.4.5 Just War theory

2.4.6 Holy War

2.4.7 Weapons of mass destruction

2.4.8 Issues surrounding conflict

Glossary


How to use this book

This book provides a complete revision guide to all aspects of the Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies Specification B: Area of Study 1 Religion and Ethics through Christianity and Area of Study 2 Religion, Peace and Conflict through Islam.

All sections within each area of the GCSE specification are covered, and each chapter is divided into the eight topics of each section. The first page of each topic contains a breakdown of the key points that you need to revise, along with definition of key terms that you can use in your answers to the evaluation questions. You will need to learn the sources of wisdom and authority on each page for the c) questions (see ‘How the assessment works’).

On the opposite page are three sections aimed at improving your exam performance.


•  The Now Test Yourself boxes contain multiple choice questions that test your basic understanding of the topic.

•  The Activity boxes contain a typical a) question, which has been started and which you need to complete, and a typical c) question which you will also need to complete. If the answer contains more information than is covered in the book then there is a whole answer to help you understand how to answer such a question, which you should study carefully.

•  The Exam support boxes set out arguments for and against the issues raised in the topic to make it easier for you to answer the evaluation questions. Some of this information will not be in covered in the topic and you should learn this as you might need it in the exam.



How the assessment works

Each Area of Study is assessed by a 1 hour 45 minutes examination. Each examination has four questions, one on each section of the specification (26 minutes per question). All the questions follow the same format i.e. they are divided into four sub-questions.

Part a) questions

These are purely factual and will ask you to outline three facts, e.g. ‘Outline three Christian beliefs about marriage.’

Each fact will gain you a mark and you should spend no more than 4 minutes answering these questions.

Example:

Christians believe that God created marriage when he created humans (one correct belief = 1 mark). They believe that marriage is for life (two correct beliefs = 2 marks) and that marriage should be between one man and one woman (three correct beliefs = 3 marks).

Part b) questions

These ask for reasons. They will usually ask you to explain two reasons, e.g ‘Explain two reasons why the Trinity is important to Christians.’

There will be one mark for each reason and a second mark for developing it, and you should spend no more than 4 minutes answering these questions.

Example:

Christians feel that the Trinity helps them understand how God works in the world (1 mark): the Father who creates, the Son who saves from sin and the Spirit who empowers (2 marks). They also believe it helps them understand God’s unity (3 marks). There might be three persons but there is only one substance – God (4 marks).

Part c) questions

These also ask you to explain two reasons, but they also require you to refer to a source of wisdom and authority, e.g. ‘Explain two reasons why Christian teachings about sexual relationships are important today. In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.’ There will be one mark for each reason and a second mark for developing it, plus an extra mark for referring to a source of wisdom and authority, and you should spend no more than 6 minutes answering these questions.

Example:

Christian teachings are important because they conflict with the generally accepted attitudes of society (1 mark). Most people think cohabitation is acceptable, but the Catholic Church says it is wrong because it is condemned in the Bible (2 marks for development). Also the Catechism of the Catholic Church says, “The sexual act must always take place exclusively within marriage … Human love does not tolerate ‘trial marriages’” (+1 mark for reference to a source of wisdom and authority). Most people think homosexuality is acceptable, but both Catholics and Evangelical Protestants think it is wrong because it is condemned in the Bible (4 marks), especially in the letters of St Paul, for example his letter to the Romans (5 marks).

Part d) questions

These ask you to evaluate a controversial statement about a topic and have 12 marks. They require you to give three or four reasons why some people would agree with the statement, give three or four reasons for why others would disagree with the statement and make a reasoned judgement as to which argument you find the most convincing. You need to read the question carefully to see whether you need to refer to two different points of view from one religion (e.g. Protestant and Catholic, liberal and traditional Muslim) or one religious and one non-religious point of view. It would be useful if you could use at least one source of authority in your answer.

In your response you should refer to Christian teachings and to other Christian or non-religious points of view, and reach a justified conclusion. You should spend no more than 15 minutes answering these questions.

Example: ‘All Christians should give money to charity.’

Evaluate this statement, considering arguments for and against. In your answer you should:


•  refer to Christian teachings

•  refer to different Christian points of view

•  reach a justified conclusion



Some Christians would agree with this because Christianity teaches that God created humans to be stewards of the earth and that God wants Christians to love their neighbours. This means that riches must be used for the help of others. Also, Christians believe that all the good things of the earth have been given to humans by God to use to help each other. In the parable of the Sheep and the Goats, Jesus said that Christians should feed the hungry and clothe the naked and the best way to do this is to give money to charities like Christian Aid.

However, other Christians might say that it is better to help people physically rather than just give money, which is why many Christians run food banks. Jesus does not tell people to give money, and St Paul in 1 Corinthians says that even if you give all you have to the poor, it will be worthless if it is not done out of love. Then there is the issue of what the charities will do with the money. For example, Catholics should not give to charities which sponsor contraception.

Although there are good arguments against the statement, including reference to St Paul’s teachings in 1 Corinthians and the Catholic Church’s teaching on the need for charities to be compliant with Christian beliefs, I do not think these arguments outweigh the teachings of Jesus the Son of God. The teachings of Jesus must have the final say for Christians. I don’t think people can really call themselves Christians if they don’t give to charity because the teaching and example of Jesus seems to be so clear. You can’t imagine Jesus refusing to give money to charity!

Level 4 12 marks

This answer is at the top of level 4 because there is very clear reference to Christian teachings and different Christian points of view which are used to produce coherent and logical chains of reasoning that consider different viewpoints, underpinned by a sustained, accurate and thorough understanding of religion and belief. Judgements are fully supported by the comprehensive appraisal of evidence, leading to a fully justified conclusion.

The part d) questions for Sections 1 and 3 also have 3 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar. 1 mark is awarded for spelling and punctuating with consistent accuracy, 1 mark is awarded for using rules of grammar effectively so that meaning is clear and 1 mark is awarded for using a wide range of appropriate specialist terms. The sample answer above would be awarded 3 marks because spelling, punctuation and grammar is correct, meaning that it is clear and a wide range of specialist vocabulary (‘stewards’, ‘love their neighbours’, ‘parable’, ‘Christian Aid’, ‘St Paul’, ‘1 Corinthians’) is used appropriately.

Sources of wisdom and authority

You do not need to learn specific quotes. Each topic has some sources of wisdom and authority in the form you will need to gain marks in the exam.

Sources of wisdom and authority for Christianity

The Bible, the Creeds, the Catholic Catechism, Papal Encyclicals, decisions by the World Council of Churches, decisions by the General Synod of the Church of England (or by similar bodies from other Churches), teachings by bishops.
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