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			Book Presentation: Outfoxed by Alexandra Kitty

			Book Abstract

			America’s free and unfettered press was supposed to be a cornerstone of the democratic process envisioned by our Founding Fathers. To the great misfortune of Americans, our Founders did not adequately define this process or the terms and conditions under which such moral reckoning should be taking place. They appear to assume that journalists, like doctors or attorneys, were clear on what their job was and how to do it.

			Alexandra Kitty believes journalists, Congress, media owners and Americans need to open a dialogue about why the assumptions implicit in the Constitution are no longer relevant. There needs to be a discussion of what journalism, media and reporting should be accomplishing. According to Kitty, if this doesn’t happen, Rupert Murdoch and Fox News will continue to mold American views, values and actions with their proven mixture of bombast, arrogance, censorship and infotainment to the detriment of everyone else. Outfoxed explores exactly how Murdoch manipulates public opinion, manages his staff and controls the news that Americans receive while achieving the reactions most beneficial to Murdoch and his followers.

			About the Author

			Alexandra Kitty freelances for a wide number of periodicals and she is also the author of Don’t Believe It!: How Lies Become News. Formerly a Professor of Language Studies at Mohawk College, Kitty now teaches writing at the Sheridan Institute. She received the 2004 Arch Award from McMaster University in Canada.

		

	
		
			Summary of Outfoxed (Alexandra Kitty)

			Consolidating the News

			Free speech is supposed to guarantee accurate news and people need accurate news to make wise decisions in their daily lives. Unfortunately, they aren’t getting accurate information from many media outlets today.

			There are several reasons for this. Journalism is supposed to find and use objective facts that can be corroborated or proven by third party, unbiased documentation. Journalism is also supposed to be fair and objective. This means actually figuring out what the facts appear to be and presenting them in a neutral fashion. Way too many journalists believe that fair and balanced simply means interviewing one person from each of the only two perspectives (left and right) recognized in politics today. And, even if journalists try to be objective and fair, that doesn’t mean their work will be printed or televised. Ultimately, media owners are the ones calling the shots.

			In the media, as in many other places, truth takes a back seat to money. Rupert Murdoch is the one media owner who not only acknowledges this fact, but has built a very large enterprise out of providing news that makes big corporations happy. He delivers the news the way he wants it seen and he makes sure that his employees do the same.

			Shrinkage

			Continuing consolidations in media are creating a smaller and smaller group of owners in charge of more and more outlets. This is not always conducive to providing the news that Americans want and can use. What makes news good is not necessarily what makes media owners wealthy. News has become a commodity.

			News became a commodity when there was no clear difference between the stories being delivered by network and cable news outlets. Today, news has become highly homogenized and is more attuned to a corporate agenda than to the needs of the listeners. In fact, the worse the news is and the more “celebrity” gossip infotainment is passed off as news, the more profitable the entire endeavor becomes. Very little research is required to create innuendo. However, this ignores what Americans have demonstrated about their actual interest in the news. Fox News is what happens when making money becomes a higher priority than reporting the news.

			In 1993, Murdoch brought in Joe Rabinowitz, a “news director” with no journalism experience, for WTTG-TV in Washington DC. Rabinowitz quickly sent out a memo stating that many “politically incorrect” employees would be fired and replaced with those suggested by the Heritage Foundation, the Media Research Center and Accuracy in Media (all very conservative think tanks). Within eight years, WTTG went from “the voice of the community” to a lock step, knee-jerk organ of the political right.

			Techniques for news shaping and embedding conservative messages debuted at WTTG and later became the mainstay of the Fox stations to come. Its unusual mix of arrogant and slanted commentary with innuendo and a slight salting of news that reinforced Murdoch’s political objectives repelled and then attracted viewers. It was new, it was different and nobody had to guess what the political philosophy of the station was.

			Survival Of The Fittest

			From the debut of the official Fox station in 1996, its ratings grew steadily. Today, Fox News is a power to contend with. Five point two million viewers tune into Fox as their preferred news source. In 2004, Fox overtook all the cable channels in the news ratings race.

			CNN was trampled by Fox. Without Ted Turner’s vision of how CNN could bring the global village into America’s homes, it lacked definition and personality.

			Many news shows are now imitating Fox in an effort to win viewers. Insulting guests, making fun of other countries and constantly proclaiming America’s greatness has become standard fare around the dial. There is no place for viewers who don’t want the Fox formula to go.

			What is most amusing about the “Fox formula” is that, more than anything, Fox News resembles the partisan penny press of the pre-1830s, when newspapers were highly partisan and sometimes owned by political parties. Many editors took hard partisan lines either to keep favor with the party in power or to win over the party in power. Fox News is following this same strategy today.

			This overturns almost 70 years of media trends. The shift towards the middle and working class began in the United States when newspaper owners realized that politically-neutral coverage attracted readers from the broadest spectrum of Americans rather than just the elite. Neutrality was eventually incorporated into journalistic canons as “objectivity.” While it brought readers in, it was also a useful strategy. Today, it seems that Fox’s approach is more lucrative.

			Essentially, Murdoch has built media that the public enjoys, but the powers benefit from. Murdoch accomplishes this miracle through strict adherence to the seven rules of ideological reporting:

			Be openly partisan.

			Ideology is expressed as fact rather than opinion. Both positive and negative stories are used to bolster the partisan perspective.

			Be overtly arrogant and pompous.

			Use phrases like “shut-up” to convey contempt for those who don’t hold the same political attitudes. Partisan media cannot permit any ideology other than theirs to score points. This might cost them viewers.

			Rely on style over substance.

			Graphics are cheaper than investigation, so not only does the look impress the audience, it camouflages the weakness of content.

			Focus on sensationalism, crime and reactionary problems.

			Politics, environment, crime, education, career, family, business, labor, law and health are the things that viewers need to know about. But instead, Fox focuses on sex, murder and salacious topics to keep viewers interested. Fox also makes viewers part of the story. Bill O’Reilly reads their letters on air and comments on them. Suddenly, the viewers are part of the news and their vanity is being appealed to.

			Openly support war and the reigning government of the day.

			Appeal to the disgruntled, disillusioned and neutered male. Make young men believe that they can bypass their poor education and personal limitations by making end runs around the system. If life has already foreclosed options for him, Fox makes angry young men happy by giving them targets for their anger; like foreigners or their boss or Canada. In other words, blame everyone but yourself when your life isn’t where you want it to be.

			If a critic complains, go for his jugular. “Why listen to reason when your own self-affirming delusions work so much better for your sense of self and self-esteem? Who wants to hear that his grandiose life theories are too impractical, unrealistic, expensive, ridiculous, dangerous, psychopathic or just plain stupid for a real-world application? Why be inconvenienced by reality when fantasy is just so much cooler?"

			Murdoch is one of the most influential and powerful people in media today. He took his dad’s Australian newspaper chain and extended its reach into Britain, China and the United States. Adding television, cable, movie studios and book publishing to this mixture, Murdoch today has an audience of 4.7 billion with plans to start a financial news network and an entertainment network in the future.

			Contemptuous of journalists, Murdoch is not as interested in improving what he buys as he is in expanding it. He is also interested in politicians that will help him further his own personal goals and he knows how to use his media outlets to make politicians pliable.

			The Foxification of Reality

			Viewers are supposed to take a picture of what is going on in the many layers of their world from news. This internal picture of the facts presented is largely due to the budget for news gathering and the diligence of the reporters organizing the facts gathered. Of course, dishonest sources, incomplete information and other things can also impact news quality. News passes through a filter of anchors and owners who determine not only what stories will be aired or written, but how much “honesty” to put into the news.

			What separates Fox from all the other networks is the filter that they are applying to news reporting. While every anchor and every network acknowledges the problem of the perspective “rubbing off on the news,” most networks try to minimize the degree that a given perspective colors the news. Fox doesn’t.

			Fox uses the instant tele-analysis to do something completely different from any contemporary media outlet. Fox uses “analysis” to reshape events, to convey and explain a completely different interpretation of a series of events in a way that a viewer can easily explain to their friends and family.

			Intellectually, lazy people love Fox News because it doesn’t just tell them what happened, it tells them what they feel about it, too. For those who feel buffeted by the world’s chaos, Fox’s grip on a consistent world view can be comforting. Bad events are minimized and good events are inflated. Fox viewers feel secure in the sense that everything that happens can be easily fit into a good context without any effort on their part. Fox viewers never have to confront the sensation that they have been mistaken in their assessment of a person or event. Fox viewers feel like as long as they believe in the Right Way, they are safe from unpleasant events and

			
			
					Elbow grease logic: people always get what they deserve.

					Body counts and conspiracy theories: more blood sells.

					War Games: our side is always winning.

					Getting caught with your pants down: celebrity sex sells.

					Sex/Crimes: offensive sex sells.

					Steroid economy: our side is always winning.

			

			
			
			The Partisan Press

			
			Enemies of the Murdochian State

			
			
			O’Reilly-The Rabid Fox
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			Thin-Skinned Fox

			
			If Wal-Mart Ran the News
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