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      This story is with love dedicated to my grandfather, Aubrey McNutt, and his best friend and brother, my great Uncle Pete. They would have truly appreciated this humorous tale.

    

  


  
    
      
        
        

        
          Reviews

        

      

    

    
      ~Top 100 Laugh Out Loud books on Goodreads~

      
Expertly written and hysterical. You can’t go wrong with this one!  

      ~ Renea Mason, author of the paranormal erotica Symphony and Light series.

      
If you have a few minutes and want to laugh and snicker, this short story is for you.  

      ~ Shelly R. Pickens, YA author The Haunting of Secrets.

      
Pete’s Mighty Purty Privies is a cute humorous short story … a light read full of laughs.  

      ~ Valerie Clarizio, romantic suspense author of the Nick Spinelli series
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      What does rural mean to you? Wide-open spaces? A big red barn with Wisconsin dairy cattle peacefully grazing while an old International tractor plows the nearby cornfield? Perhaps it’s a farmer teaching his grandson how to cast a fishing line into the clear, blue waters of a small Minnesota lake?

      In my family, the term rural and outhouses go hand in hand. My grandfather would go to great lengths to avoid the spring-cleaning of their outhouse. A very cheap frugal man, he finally gave in to my grandmother’s request for an indoor toilet in 1951 only because of his extreme dislike of pumping out the privy.
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      Pete’s Might Purty Privies

      A Humorous Short Story

      
Pete McNutt, a privy salesman, needs customers for his new business. Spring has arrived and it’s prime time Privy Season. After much consideration, he refines his sales pitch, takes courage in hand, and heads to the monthly meeting of the Women’s Library Association.
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          Pete’s Mighty Purty Privies

        

      

    

    
      
        Pottstown, Michigan in the 1890’s

      

      
“I shall now bring this meeting of the Women’s Library Association to order. Ladies, if you would take your seats.” The elderly woman spoke in a voice much louder than Pete would have expected considering her small frame. She rang a tiny brass bell and scanned the room like a Queen watching over her subjects. The murmur of high-pitched voices ceased and the rustle of petticoats indicated the members were settling into their chairs.

      “Let us begin with our first order of business,” Mrs. McGillicutty carefully placed the bell on the podium and raised her chin, a smug smile upon her face. “We will soon have a second shelf of books adorning our library, donated by the Women’s Club of Kalamazoo.”

      After a moment, she held up a hand to stop the applause. “While corresponding with the association’s president, I learned that one of their top priorities this year is the cleanliness and sanitation of their town. In fact, they have petitioned the mayor to remove all unsealed privies from within their city limits. These privies, I might remind you, have pits open to the elements.”

      The whispers soon turned into a roomful of excited voices. The unsightly, odorous outhouses that the women had endured for centuries were crosses they bore in resigned silence.

      “A new privy?”

      “Imagine what that would be like?”

      “Well, I hope that means a deeper hole.”

      “I swear my Frank waits longer every year to dig a new pit.” Mrs. Adipose, a rather large woman, put her hand to her mouth and lowered her voice. “Sometimes after a long winter, I try not to sit down too heavily for I fear the contents may meet my backside.”

      “Is that why he’s here?”

      Pete’s face turned redder than a rooster's comb when Mrs. Higgins pointed straight at him.

      One by one, the women turned to stare at the lone man in the room. He sat in a corner of the small town hall that doubled as the town library and pulled at his stiff white collar fighting for air. Even with the light spring breeze blowing through the open windows, the crowded room felt muggy and uncomfortable. The two dozen or so women in front of him suddenly seemed much more intimidating than they had at church last Sunday.

      His presentation boards were turned toward the wall to avoid any commotion. Females had a delicate constitution and easily discomfited. He had hesitated to accept Mrs. McGillicutty’s invitation, but his partner insisted it was a golden opportunity.

      “C’mon, Pete. We all know the men may put the money down but it’s the women who put the ideas in their head on how to spend it.” Elmer, a bachelor still living with his mother, had limited experience with the opposite sex.

      But Pete knew from his own wife that Elmer’s words rang true. He wished Ethelyn could have been here for support but the baby was due any time now. His growing family, and the nudge from his partner, convinced him to speak to the ladies club.

      “Besides, my friend, you are a born salesman. Once you get started, you won’t even notice it’s a bunch of females you’re talking to.” Elmer had slapped him on the back with an exaggerated wink. “See whatcha can find for me, eh?”

      A soft jingle brought him back to the present. The women went silent as their gray-haired leader spoke.

      “I understand that most of us are not city dwellers. But I do believe that we can all benefit from better sanitation. And let’s face it, ladies, we have enough hardships to contend with,” Mrs. McGillicutty paused then raised a fist in the air. “And a daily trip to the privy should not be one of them.”

      An ear-splitting cheer went up from the group but quieted with another light tinkle. Pete stood, boards in hand, amazed at the effectiveness of such a small bell.

      “I have invited Mr. McNutt, owner of Pete’s Mighty Purty Privies, as our guest speaker today. Please give him a warm welcome.”

      He gave one last pull to his collar and stepped up to the table next to the podium. The ladies soft applaud reminded him he wasn’t just Pete anymore but a privy salesman with an important mission.

      “Ladies, thank you for the invitation today. I understand your concerns regarding the safety of an unsealed
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