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IT WAS BACK IN

‘56. THERE WAS A LOT
OF TROUBLE DOWN THIS

WAY; AND THE BUREAL!
SENT ME DOWN WITH A

COUPLE NEW GUYS-~

HENDRICKS AND
MURPHY.

HELL,
Iwas
PRETTY NEW
A\ MYSELF BACK
THEN.

THE DEVIL LIVES IN A CAVE AT THE CENTER OF
THE EARTH AND ONCE EVERY HUNDRED YEARS
HE BLOWS HIS STINK UP THROUGH HOLES IN
THE GROUND. THEN ALL EVIL THINGS FLOCK

TO THAT STINK.

"...THEY CALL DOWN THE HOLE TO HIM
AND DO TERRIBLE THINGS TO THE
PEOPLE, FOR THE DEVIL'S PLEASURE-~
IN HOPES THAT HE WILL WAKE LIP.”

WELL,
THAT WAS
AS GOOD AN
EXPLANATION

AND IT
S ANY. WAS BAD.

YAMPIRES,
WITCHES...THE
WHOLE NINE YARDS.
WHOLE TOWNS
WIPED OUT...
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you
WANT ME TO
OPEN THIS

THING UP AND
MAKE You
sToP7
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RECEPTION
WAS TERRIBLE/
BUT I FINALLY

eoT
THROUGH. THEY'VE

PICKED UP OUR

SIGNALS NOW, BUT

IT SOUNDS LIKE IT

WILL BE A COUPLE
HOURS BEFORE
THEY CAN GET

HERE.
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BACK IN 2004, I did a drawing of Hellboy standing over some dead
monsters with his arm around a Mexican wrestler. I did it just for fun and
for some reason wrote “Palenque Mexico—June 2 1956” on it—establishing,
apparently, that there was a period of Hellboy’s life that I knew nothing about.
That original illustration appears on page 2 of this collection.

Eventually we used the piece as an illustration in Hellboy: The Companion,
and while writing up an outline of Hellboy’s life for that book I came up with
the idea of his “lost weekend”—a five-month blur of drinking with wrestlers
and fighting monsters. I hadn’t intended to write any actual stories set during
that drunken blur, but this one sort of just happened and got the whole ball
rolling. There is something I find very appealing about Hellboy wandering
around Mexico.

Camazotz is a Mayan bat god, and the woman with the necklace of
human hands and the rattlesnakes is somebodly, but I can’t remember who
and I can’t find my notes.

While doing my research I did find a reference to the Mexican vampire’s
ability to turn into a turkey. I put that in the plot but told Richard he was
free to change it into something more ominous, like a vulture. But in the end

he manages to create a surprisingly ominous turkey.

I have to confess that I don’t really know anything about Mexican
wrestlers. I've never seen any of the movies, but I sure like the idea of them.

Hellboy in Mexico was originally published as a single-issue story on
May 5, 2010 (Cinco de Mayo), and also appears in the Hellboy collection
The Bride of Hell and Others.






