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A long time ago, in a place called Mathurā, there lived a mean and powerful king named Kaṃsa. Kaṃsa had a sister named Devakī, and a prophecy foretold that Devakī’s eighth child would be the one to defeat him. Kaṃsa became consumed by fear and decided to kill all of Devakī’s babies, believing that by ending their lives, he could escape his fate. He was so lost in this belief that he failed to understand the power of the soul and the true nature of God.

When Devakī gave birth to her eighth child, a beautiful baby boy named Kṛṣṇa, Kaṃsa was terrified. He didn’t realize that this child was not just any ordinary baby, but an avatāra of God himself. Kaṃsa ordered his guards to kill the infant Kṛṣṇa, but Kṛṣṇa was miraculously saved and taken to the nearby village of Gokula to be raised by his foster parents, Nanda and Yaśodā.

Kaṃsa’s fear did not subside, and he continued to search for ways to eliminate the threat he perceived in the young Kṛṣṇa. Determined to kill Kṛṣṇa, Kaṃsa devised a wicked plan. He summoned Pūtanā, a powerful witch who was known for her ability to change her appearance and her skill in deception. Kaṃsa commanded Pūtanā to go to Gokula, disguised as a beautiful woman, and kill Kṛṣṇa by poisoning him while pretending to breastfeed him.

Pūtanā, confident in her abilities, set off for Gokula. When she arrived, she transformed herself into a stunningly beautiful woman, captivating the hearts of all who saw her. The people of Gokula, known for their innocence and kindness, were completely taken by Pūtanā’s beauty and believed her to be a goddess.

Pūtanā arrived at the home of Nanda and Yaśodā, her heart filled with wicked intent. Yaśodā, being a loving and trusting mother, was completely enchanted by Pūtanā’s appearance and allowed her into her home without a second thought. She never imagined that this beautiful woman would want to harm her precious baby Kṛṣṇa. When Pūtanā offered to breastfeed Kṛṣṇa, Yaśodā, in her innocence, agreed, thinking it was a blessing from the gods.

Pūtanā, with a wicked smile hidden beneath her charming facade, took baby Kṛṣṇa in her arms. She had secretly smeared poison on her breasts, believing that this would surely be the end of the young Kṛṣṇa. But Pūtanā had severely underestimated the power of the divine child. Kṛṣṇa, being God himself, was immune to the poison. As he suckled, he not only drained the poison from her breasts but also drew out her very life force.

Pūtanā, realizing that her plan had backfired, panicked and cried out in agony. She pleaded with Kṛṣṇa to stop, but he continued to suckle, delivering her the consequences of her evil actions. She soon began to transform back into her true, hideous form - a gigantic, monstrous creature. With a terrifying crash, her lifeless body fell to the ground, shaking the entire village of Gokula.

The villagers, who had initially been mesmerized by Pūtanā’s beauty, were now horrified by her true form. They feared for Kṛṣṇa’s safety, but to their amazement, he was completely unharmed. Kṛṣṇa, the divine child, had emerged victorious, proving his power even in his infant form.

The gopīs, who always looked after Kṛṣṇa with love and care, rushed to his side. They scooped him up from Pūtanā’s lifeless body, relieved that he was safe. Kṛṣṇa’s mothers, Yaśodā and Rohinī, along with the other gopīs, performed auspicious rituals to protect him from any lingering evil. They took the tail of a cow, a sacred animal in their culture, and circled it around Kṛṣṇa’s body, chanting prayers for his well-being.

Kṛṣṇa’s victory over Pūtanā brought great joy to the villagers and his devotees. They celebrated his triumph, realizing that even as a baby, Kṛṣṇa possessed immense power and could vanquish any evil that came his way. The story of Kṛṣṇa and Pūtanā serves as a reminder that those who underestimate God and his devotees will ultimately face defeat, while those who trust in his power and mercy will always be protected.

Despite Pūtanā’s evil intentions, Kṛṣṇa, in his infinite mercy, granted her liberation. Because she was thinking of Kṛṣṇa at the moment of her death, she was freed from the cycle of birth and death (saṃsāra), a fate that many strive for but few attain. This act of compassion exemplifies Kṛṣṇa’s boundless mercy, showing that even those who have committed great wrongs can find redemption through him.

Pūtanā’s defeat was just the beginning of Kṛṣṇa’s many adventures. King Kaṃsa, blinded by his fear and pride, continued to send demons to kill Kṛṣṇa, but Kṛṣṇa, with his divine power and the support of his loving devotees, overcame every obstacle. His playful nature as a child concealed his immense power, a power that protected him and all those who loved him. The story of Kṛṣṇa is a story of love, devotion, and the ultimate triumph of good over evil.
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Rāma's Big Welcome Home

Once upon a time, in a faraway land called Ayodhyā, there lived a king named Daśaratha. He had four sons, and the oldest was named Rāma. Rāma was the best son anyone could ask for! He was kind, brave, and always followed the rules. Everyone in Ayodhyā loved him very much.

One day something sad happened. Rāma had to leave Ayodhyā for fourteen years! It was to keep a promise his father had made. Everyone was so upset to see him go. Rāma’s wife Sītā and his younger brother Lakṣmaṇa, who loved him very much, also went with him. The people of Ayodhyā were so sad they wanted to follow Rāma into the forest, but Rāma did not want them to suffer. He loved his people and wanted them to be happy. So, they had to say goodbye and wait for Rāma to come home.

While Rāma was away, he had many adventures. He met friendly monkeys who helped him, and he fought a scary monster with ten heads named Rāvaṇa! Rāvaṇa had done many bad things and was mean to good people. But Rāma was very strong and brave, and he defeated Rāvaṇa! After a long time, it was finally time for Rāma to come home to Ayodhyā. Everyone had missed him so much, and they were so excited to see him again.

When the people of Ayodhyā heard that Rāma was coming back, they wanted to give him the biggest welcome home ever! They decorated their homes with beautiful dīyas, which are little lamps that shine brightly. Dīyas are like little clay pots with oil and a cotton wick, and when you light them, they make a warm and happy glow. Soon the whole city was sparkling with thousands and thousands of dīyas!

Rāma was coming home in a magical flying chariot called the Puṣpaka, and when he saw all the shining dīyas, he was so happy! It was the most beautiful sight he had ever seen. The people were so happy to have their beloved Rāma back. They were all ekarasa, which means they felt the same joy and happiness. It didn't matter if they were rich or poor; everyone was united in their love for Rāma.

This special day of Rāma’s return became a festival celebrated every year. People called it Diwali, which means a row of lights. Diwali is a time to remember Rāma’s victory over Rāvaṇa. It’s a time for families to come together, light dīyas, share yummy treats, and enjoy each other’s company.

The people of Ayodhyā lit dīyas to welcome Rāma because they loved him very much. They wanted to do something special to show him how much they cared. Even though Rāma is God and is very powerful, he loves it when people show him devotion. He sees the sincerity in their hearts and is pleased by their love.

There’s a special snake named Ananta Śeṣa Nāga who has thousands of heads! Anantadeva loves to praise God, and because he has so many mouths, he can sing God’s glories for a very long time! When Rāma saw the beautiful dīyas in Ayodhyā, it was as if Anantadeva himself had come to welcome him home with a sparkling jewel on each of his thousand hoods.

Just like the people of Ayodhyā, you can celebrate Diwali too! You can light dīyas with your family and remember the story of Rāma. It’s a time to be thankful for all the good things in your life and to spread happiness and devotion wherever you go. Remember, even if you only have one dīya, your love and devotion are what matters most.


The Festival of Lights

REMEMBER THE STORY of Rāma? He was the brave prince who went on a big adventure and fought the evil Rāvaṇa! Well, Diwali is a special festival that celebrates Rāma’s victory and his return home to Ayodhyā! It’s called the Festival of Lights because people light lots and lots of beautiful dīyas to remember this happy day!

Dīyas are little lamps made of clay, and they have oil and a cotton wick. When you light the wick, the dīya glows with a warm







A Special Diwali in Ayodhyā









Tulsīdās and Diwali
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