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      While every effort has been made to accurately represent how to improve your darts finishing, there is no guarantee that you will make any improvements. All improvement is dependent on hard work, dedication, and practice. Anybody that tells you otherwise is lying. Even though the books in this series can shave years off your learning curve, there is never any guarantee.

      The finishes and methods explained in this book are not to be interpreted as a promise or guarantee of improvement. Improvement potential is entirely dependent on the person utilizing the methods, techniques, and routines contained within.
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      This book is the fourth and final book in a four-part series designed to give you a complete and thorough education in the art of finishing. If there was a university course in darts finishing, they would be teaching the four books in this series.

      Each book covers a different area, and together they give the most thorough explanation of finishing ever attempted.

      

      Who is this book for?

      

      You are already a player who continually strives to improve your game through regular, focused practice. You understand the importance of knowing all the finishing combinations from 2 to 170. But what about all the numbers above those? How far do you go before you begin thinking about your finish?

      The answer may shock you.

      If the other books in this series represent the bachelor’s level, this book represents the masters level. In order to get the most from this advanced book, please ensure that you meet the following prerequisites before studying it:

      
        	You have studied and understand all the concepts and finishes as laid out in Darts Finishing Mastery: How to Master the Art of Finishing. By this I mean that you know every finish without hesitation and without stopping to work out the mathematics.

        	You know all the nuances of the finishes and know different ways of getting them.

        	You understand the importance of playing the percentages and when to alter the finishes depending on the situation.

        	You are serious about taking the time to improve your game as far as you can, and you will leave no stone unturned in your quest for knowledge.

        	You are ready to master the dartboard and propel yourself from the ordinary to the extraordinary.

      

      If you meet all those prerequisites, you are ready for this very advanced, masters-level book to complete your knowledge of the dartboard.

      If you are not quite ready, do not despair. If you have already bought this book, put it aside for now and concentrate on Darts Finishing Mastery: How to Master the Art of Finishing.

      That book will take you where you need to be quickly and easily. It contains everything you need to know in an easy to use yet very powerful method proven in the real world. When you complete Darts Finishing Mastery: How to Master the Art of Finishing, you will be ready for Darts Finishing Mastery: Advanced Strategies.

      This fourth book concentrates on advanced finishing techniques, where setting up the finish from 171 and above is paramount. The book aims at the serious player who is looking to leave no stone unturned in a quest to become the absolute best they can become.

      If you are a player with aspirations of regularly reaching the latter stages of tournaments and becoming the best player you can be, then this book is for you.

      Tournaments are won and lost on fine margins and possessing a thorough knowledge of the dartboard is the difference between winning the tournament and losing in an early round. That’s how important it is. Master these books, and you will master the dartboard.

      The priceless information contained within these pages will knock years off your learning curve and will remain with you for the remainder of your playing career.

      I wish you the very best luck as you move up the ladder of success in your darting adventure.

      

      Jim Chatterton

      

      Abbreviations used in this book

      T = Treble

      D = Double

      S = Single

      B = Bullseye (Red 50)

      O/B = Outer Bull (Green 25)
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      When you watch any professional player, you may marvel at their ability to set up their finishes from a long way out. The very best players will do it in nearly every game, and this is the difference between a good player and a great one.

      As in the other core book in this series, Darts Finishing Mastery: How to Master the Art of Finishing, knowing what to aim for at the right time is key to mastering the dartboard and taking your game to new levels that is way beyond most players.

      The modern game demands that serious darts players begin setting up their finishes from a long way back, many times when they are still in the 300s. This requires a rare knowledge of the dartboard, way beyond that of players in most tournaments and leagues. When mastered, this transforms a good, ambitious player into a world-class performer.

      The setup phase should be an integral part of any serious player’s practice routine. This book assumes that you have already mastered the finishes from 2 to 170, and that you know them inside out. If not, I urge you to get a copy of Darts Finishing Mastery: How to Master the Art of Finishing, and study those finishes until you know them instinctively.

      This book builds on the knowledge of that previous book, taking a player through Stage 2 of the three stages of 501 - the all-important setup stage. This is the lesser-known companion to the glamour shots, and yet in many ways, it is the stage that determines success or failure. That’s how important it is.

      For clarity, the other two stages of 501 are the scoring phase and the finishing phase.

      I urge you to study this book and integrate its teachings into your regular practice. If you are dedicated enough to put in the hard work, you will catapult your game as far as your talent and ambition allows.

      Every one of the numbers presented in this book presume that this is the number you require when you step up to the oche to take your shot. As such, you will always have three darts in your hands when you begin the sequence.

      The main aim with these shots will always be to intelligently score as much as you can to bring your score down as far as possible. Making intelligent shots while trying to bring your score down as much as possible is what this book is all about.

      However, Step 1 of the three-step system detailed in my core book of finishing, Darts Finishing Mastery – How to Master the Art of Finishing, also applies here. (Please see the other books in this series for full details. This book assumes you already have these books and have learned the 3-step system)

      Step 1 of the three-step system is defined as:

      Always know what you have left before throwing your dart.

      Knowing what you have left before you throw every dart is the key to making intelligent choices when it comes to setting up shots from 171 and above.

      Equally important is knowing exactly what you are trying to achieve before stepping up to the oche to take your shot. You should have two targets in mind:

      Know the ideal setup shot you want to make.

      Know the minimum shot you need to make in order to leave a finish.

      

      Here’s an example:

      

      If you require 232, then you must know before starting the shot that the minimum you are shooting for is 65: 20, 20, 25 (O/B).

      The reason is that if you were to throw the last dart at 20 again and hit the single, you have left yourself on 172, which isn’t a finish. By going for the bullseye with the last dart and scoring 25 you have given yourself a chance of getting the finish on the next turn because you have left yourself on 167.

      Obviously 167 is a very difficult finish, and the chances of getting it are remote. But if you left yourself on 172 then the chances of finishing are zero, and all you have done is handed your opponent an extra 3 darts to win the game. This is what I mean by intelligent shot selection.

      The optimum shot to make in this example is to score 180, leaving 52 when you return. The actual outcome is usually somewhere in the middle, and this is where Step 1 of the 3-step system comes in: Always know what you have left before throwing each and every dart. Otherwise you will end up throwing at the wrong number, and not leaving yourself on the best potential finish when you return on the next visit.

      That is how you lose matches.

      All the setup shots explained in this book are sensible choices based on actual matchplay options and use the areas of the board that you normally throw at in competition. There are no fancy setup shots that take you away from the main goal of bringing your score down as much as possible, and they keep you in-line with the trebles you normally throw for.

      The whole purpose of the set-up phase is to make the finish as easy as possible for yourself, and the book is written with this very important concept in mind.
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      You really do not have to worry about leaving a finish from any of the numbers in this chapter, because in most cases, as long as you score 10 or more, you will have a finish available to you on your return.

      Of course, it is always better to leave more strategic numbers than just blindly scoring a minimum amount. All the numbers here assume that your opponent is placing you under pressure and you don’t have the luxury of time.

      
      171

      There are two main ways to set yourself up sensibly from 171. Which way you go depends on what you score with the first two darts.

      There is no reason not to start on the 20s, so a score of 139 leaves D16 when you return. T20, T20, 19 is the best shot to make (of course the last dart could also be single 11 to leave tops if that is what you prefer, of even single 15 if you want to leave D18).

      If the first two darts score 80 points, you will have 91 remaining. The last dart should be at T17 to leave D20 when you return.

      139 leaves 32

      131 leaves 40

      97 leaves 74

      If the first two darts are both single 20, you will have 131 remaining. The last dart can be at either the 20s if the path to the treble is not blocked, or 19s. The choice is yours.

      100 leaves 71

      60 leaves 111

      59 leaves 112

      It can be argued that 112 is a better finish than 111, because you have two darts at the treble before setting up a double.

      The reason why 19 is not such a great number to start on is because you leave 95 should the first two darts score 76. This means that the only double you can leave yourself is D19. There are better options available, and in this instance, you should take them.

      One of the advantages in starting the shot on the 20s is that you get two darts at the treble before having to switch. You do not get that option with the 19s. Whatever the first dart, treble or single, you have to switch with the second. Take advantage of whatever the dartboard offers you. In this case start on the 20s.

      
      172

      This shot is all about the 20s. 140 leaves 32, or 132 leaves 40.

      Even a score of 60 is not a disaster, because 112 is one of the better three-dart finishes.

      140 leaves 32

      132 leaves 40

      60 leaves 112

      One thing to beware of is busting your score. This happens more often than you may realize. If the first two darts are both T20, throw as high as possible with the last one. You will be amazed at how many times a player will try to do that and end up hitting another treble.

      It may be better to go for a single 12 instead with the last dart. Even if you hit the treble, you will have left D8. There is no chance of busting if you go this way, so if you are under pressure and a little nervous (which happens to the very best players), consider this option in this situation.

      
      173

      You have two distinctively different choices with this shot.

      The first and recommended method is to use the 19s. There are many occasions when first going for the 19s makes sense, and this is one of them. Rather than throwing at different parts of the board to setup the finish, the 19s offer a route to D20 without having to throw anywhere else. As such, it is a natural advantage that the board offers, and should be strongly considered as a part of your shot selection.

      A score of 133 (T19, T19, 19) leaves D20 when you return, and this is a great shot to make.

      If the first two darts are both single 19, you have 135 remaining. With one dart left, you have several options open to you. Assuming the treble is not blocked, staying on the 19s is probably the better option because even a single 19 leaves 116, which, once again, is one of the better three-figure numbers to leave. Any time a finish allows you two darts at the same treble, strongly consider taking it.

      The other option for this shot is to throw for T20 with the first two darts. You have two chances to catch the treble, and if you hit one of them, the last dart should be at T19. Score 137 and you have left yourself on D18 when you return - a perfect setup shot.

      If both the first two darts are in T20, you can throw the last dart at either single 13 to leave D20, or single 17 to leave D18.

      If both darts are single 20, you will have 133 remaining. The last dart should be at either T20 or T19, whichever is your preference.

      133 leaves 40

      95 leaves 78

      57 leaves 116

      137 leaves 36

      60 leaves 113

      
      174

      The best shot you can make is 134 to leave D20 when you return. Once again, the dartboard offers you two good options for this, so you should be aware of both and keep them in your armory for when you need them.

      More and more, players are getting creative and throwing for two of the same trebles to leave a double. Michael van Gerwen is a huge proponent of this kind of setup shot, and it works wonders for his game.

      The first dart should be at T20. If it goes in, you have 114 left and should remain on the 20 with the second dart. If that also goes in, you now have 54 remaining. You have two choices here, depending on your preferences. A single 14 leaves D20, or a single 18 leaves D18. This is a perfect set up shot and will fill you with confidence after you have hit it.

      If the first two darts are T20 and single 20, you have 94 remaining. The last dart should be at T18. If this goes in, you have once again scored 134 and have left D20 when you return. Single 18 leaves 76.

      Here’s where you can get creative: If the first dart is single 20, you have the option to throw right back at it, but there is another option you will see the top players going for more and more.

      The last two darts should be thrown at T19. If they both go in, you have once again scored 134 and left D20 when you return. The big advantage here is that you don’t have to switch across the dartboard to complete the shot as both darts are thrown at the same target.

      If the first two darts score 39 points, you will have 135 remaining. Stay on the 19’s if the treble is not blocked, because as mentioned previously, a single will leave 116, which offers you two darts at the same treble. If you catch the treble with the last dart, you will have 78 remaining.

      134 leaves 40

      98 leaves 76

      96 leaves 78

      60 leaves 114

      58 leaves 116

      
      175

      There are two ways to approach 175. Either the 20s, or the 19s:

      If you decide to start on the 20s, scoring 80 with the first two darts leaves 95. You could stay on the 20s, move down to the 19s, or even go for the bullseye. Single 20 leaves 75, or single 19 leaves 76.

      Keep in mind that the main purpose is to set up a finish on the next turn, so there is nothing wrong in leaving an odd number if you can’t leave a double.

      Going for 19 with the last dart may not be the best option, because T19 leaves 38, which isn’t the best double to leave.

      If both the first two darts are T20, you have the option of 19 or 15 with the last one. 19 leaves D18, or 15 leaves D20.

      139 leaves 36

      135 leaves 40

      137 leaves 38

      You could also go for the bullseye with the last dart. O/B leaves 70 when you return.

      140 is a great turn, and this leaves 35.

      140 leaves 35

      105 leaves 70

      If both the first two darts are single 20, the best option may be to switch down to the 19’s with the last one. T19 leaves 78, but the main reason for going this way is that single 19 would leave 116. This is arguably a better shot to take on than 115, which is what you would have left if you stayed on the 20’s and hit another single.

      100 leaves 75

      99 leaves 76

      97 leaves 78

      60 leaves 115

      59 leaves 116

      
      Other Options

      If you start on the 19’s, 76 with the first two darts leaves 99. Another T19 will then leave 42, or single leaves 80. As always, the choice is yours.

      If the first two darts are single 19’s, you have 137 remaining. Unless the treble is blocked, stay there and try to score 95. Another single 19 leaves 118.

      133 leaves 42

      95 leaves 80

      57 leaves 118

      You could also go T20, T19, 18, which leaves D20 when you return. T20, 19 leaves 96, which is another dart at T20 to leave D18.

      There is one other option if you are brave enough to take it on. If the first dart is T20, the next two can both be at bullseye. If you score T20, B, O/B, you have scored 135, which leaves D20 when you return. This isn’t a recommended method by any means, but if you are not under pressure, or are playing an exhibition or the like, it is a good option to have.

      
      176

      This one is all about the 20s. A 140 is the perfect setup shot, and it leaves you on D18 when you return.

      If both the first two darts are in T20, it is advisable to throw the last dart at S16 to leave D20. Not only is this a slightly better double than D18 (because of the D9 factor), but it also negates any possibility of busting your shot by inadvertently scoring 180.

      This happens more often than you think. You throw high to catch the big single, but the dart drops straight into the treble. This is disastrous, and will probably cost you the game, as well as a lot of mental anguish. So always play the percentages and throw the last dart safely into the single 16.

      If you slip into T16 with the last dart, it is far from a disaster. You have left yourself on D4, which is a good double under any circumstances.

      Even if you can’t find a treble on this visit, 116 is a good number to leave. It gives you every chance of taking it out on the next turn.

      168 leaves 8

      140 leaves 36

      136 leaves 40

      100 leaves 76

      60 leaves 116

      
      177

      The best you can hope for from 177 is to hit 137 to leave D20 when you return. This is a great shot because it gives you 2 darts at T20 before moving down to T19. Of course, if both the first two darts are in T20, then the last dart is thrown at single 17.

      You could go for the O/B if
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