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            The message of the prophet Hosea was addressed primarily to Israel. The first three chapters give us an account of Israel's domestic problems. They are intended to show us Israel's sins and God's love. The rest of the book contains denunciations against the people for their idolatry and sin.     
The book belongs to the group of the minor prophets. Its literary style is brilliant and presents lexical figures and ample vocabulary. Hosea's message was directed mainly to Israel. The first three chapters offer an account of Israel's internal problems, and the purpose is to show the sins of the people and the love of God. The rest of the book contains denunciations against the people for their idolatry and sin that constitute messages of judgment punctuated with pleas for compassion and love. 
Can any person be left out of God's love? Can anything keep anyone from God's love? At great cost, Hosea was given, by divine inspiration, the answers to these questions which he recorded in his book (1:1). 
Hosea was commanded to marry Gomer, who was a virgin when she married, but later became a harlot, just as Israel was first faithful, then unfaithful (1:2). Under God's orders, Hosea married Gomer and they had two sons and a daughter; their names represent the breakup of their marriage (1:3-9). Subsequently their names were changed and invested with new promises and hopes (2:1). Gomer left Hosea and her children for good to take lovers, whom she believed supported her luxuries (2:5) when in fact it was Hosea who paid her extravagant expenses (2:8). Hosea and his sons plead with the mother to return home (2:2). Rejecting their pleas, Gomer sells herself into slavery, and Hosea, who still loves her, pays the ransom price (3:2). He helps her through a period of rehabilitation, then the marriage resumes (3:1). 
Through his great love for his unfaithful wife, he realizes how much God loves Israel, his unfaithful people. From the perspective of God's love, Hosea preaches to unfaithful Israel sermons of restoration and threat of judgment, alternately
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Today we begin our study of the book of Hosea in the Old Testament. Beginning with Hosea and concluding with Malachi, there is a series of twelve books, which are called "the minor prophets", while Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel are called "the major prophets". The minor prophets were so called considering the size of the books, and not their content. However, even this criterion of division of the prophets is not completely accurate, since Hosea is longer than the book of the prophet Daniel. In reality, the so-called "minor prophets" are not minor in any of their aspects. Each of them conveys a message of great importance in its own right.

The Minor Prophets were extremely nationalistic, although they were not isolationist. They dealt with the fact that God's people had broken God's law, that is, the Ten Commandments. This issue necessarily placed the emphasis on works, on good works. For this reason, some critical theologians and promoters of a social gospel have made much use of the Minor Prophets. Unfortunately, they have missed the main message of these prophets. We will see some of this when we get into the prophecy of Hosea. The Minor Prophets warned against unholy alliances with other nations. They were extremely patriotic and denounced political and moral corruption. They warned Israel against their isolation from God. We will now say something about

The writer

Hosea was a prophet who lived during the time of the divided kingdom. He was a prophet sent to the northern kingdom, which was called the kingdom of Israel, differentiated from the southern kingdom, known as the kingdom of Judah. We will now make some considerations about

The time in which this book was born

The first verse of chapter 1, Hosea reads:

"The word which the Lord spoke to Hosea the son of Beeri in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel”.

Hosea first mentioned the four kings of Judah, and then he mentioned the king of Israel, the northern kingdom. Since they were all contemporaries of Hosea, the prophet mentioned them all. He was a prophet before the northern kingdom of Israel, as the content of the book reveals.

Hosea was a contemporary of Amos, another prophet of Israel. He was also a contemporary of Micah and Isaiah, prophets of the kingdom of Judah. His ministry extended over half a century, and he lived to see the fulfillment of his prophecy in the captivity of Israel.

This prophet can be compared to the prophet Jeremiah of the southern kingdom. Jeremiah warned the people of the southern kingdom that they would be led into captivity in Babylon, and lived to see it. Hosea warned the northern kingdom that they would be taken into captivity to Assyria, and he also lived to see it. So Jeremiah and Hosea had many things in common. We will now address the issue of the

Theme of the prophet Hosea

The theme of this book is a plea to return to the Lord. We have a message entitled "The greatest sin in all the world", which emphasizes the great theme of this book. We will use it as an introduction to this beautiful prophecy of Hosea. Let us consider then

The greatest sin in the world

The charge has sometimes been voiced that the pulpit of the present day is weak and uncertain. Moreover, it is charged that, instead of being "a voice in the wilderness," the modern pulpit has settled down comfortably to become a sounding board for the whims and desires of an indifferent people who are dismayed to hear. Now, if the accusation is true, and in many cases it is, it is because the pulpit is reluctant to confront the big issues of life. This hesitancy arises from a desire to avoid criticism and a fear of becoming offensive to delicate sensibilities. More often, we believe it is a cowardly fear of facing the harsh realities of life, and wrestling with this Leviathan, this monster, of the problems of life today. The pulpit today cites poetry and sprinkles its listeners with perfumed water. It lives in a fantasy land instead of saying: "Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved".

The theater, weekly and monthly magazines and other communication agencies deal with life devoid of its subtleties. These instruments for reaching and teaching the masses take off the gloves and confront the problems that come to us daily.

But not so the pulpit. The pulpit has avoided these facts, these realities. As we come to Hosea's prophecy, we cannot avoid dealing with the problems and facts of life, because that is the story that lies behind the headlines of Hosea's prophecy. It is not a beautiful story, but we must understand it, if we are to understand Hosea's message.

And that story behind Hosea's prophecy is the tragedy of a broken home, of a destroyed home. Hosea's personal experience is the background of his message. He comes out of a broken home to speak to the nation, with a heart that is broken. He knew exactly how God felt, because he himself felt the same way.

The home is the Rock that serves as the foundation of society and has played that role in all peoples. God gave the home to mankind. He gave it to them at the very beginning of history. It is the most important unit in the social structure. It is to society what the atom is to this physical universe. We have been told that the little atom is the essential element, the building block of the universe. Well, the home today is that essential element, that building block of society. The character and color of a building is determined by the character of the individual bricks of which it is built. No nation today is stronger than the homes of which it is composed, for the home determines the color and complexion of society. The home is the chain that holds a nation together, a chain in which each individual link is important.

Home is where we live, move and live our existence. It is at home that we are truly ourselves. When we leave it we dress up physically and psychologically. Sometimes we prepare ourselves as a kind of façade when we walk through the front door and out into the street. But it is within the walls of the home that we take off our mask, and show ourselves as we really are.

Because of the strategic position of the home, God has placed certain defenses around it to protect it. He has surrounded it with certain bulwarks because of its importance. One of these is marriage. God has devoted more attention to the institution of marriage than He has devoted to any other institution there is in this world. Society never made marriage. Society found marriage. It was God who made marriage and it was He who gave it to mankind; and marriage rests, rests upon His direct Word. "...what therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder”. God performed the first marriage ceremony. He gave the first bride. He blessed the first couple. Marriage is more than a legal contract, more than an economic arrangement, more than a union of two beings who love each other. It is an act of God! It rests on the authority of His commandment. Many young people who love each other today believe that all that is needed to get married is to have a certificate from the court and a preacher or a certain ceremony. for your marriage to be a success, you must have God. If God does not intervene in the preparation of that marriage, it will crash on the rocks, it will be headed for failure.

God has given an energy, a motivation to the human race to reproduce within the framework of marriage, and that is what makes the home. He said that "...the two shall become one flesh”. Before man came out of the garden of Eden, God gave him this institution. Besides the skins that Adam and Eve wore, the only thing they had was a marriage certificate given to them by God. That was it. That was the only institution that came out of the garden of Eden.

Marriage is a sacred relationship; it is a holy union. The New Testament sums up the mind of God on this subject when he said, in the epistle to the Hebrews, chapter 13, verse 4: Marriage is honorable in everyone.... Therefore marriage cannot be broken just by some simple legal act. It cannot be broken by a simple outburst of temper. It cannot be undone by free will. Personally, we believe that there are only two acts that can dissolve a marriage, that is, a true marriage.

The first act is death, of course, which automatically severs the relationship.

The second act is infidelity, either on the part of the man or on the part of the woman. This act tears the relationship in two. In the Old Testament, the party guilty of adultery was treated in one of the most rigid and severe ways imaginable. First let us read in the book of Leviticus, chapter 20, verse 10, to see the importance that God gave to this matter. There we read: If a man commit adultery with his neighbor's wife, the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death. Now, for an unmarried woman accused of adultery the law said what we can read in Deuteronomy, chapter 22, verses 20 and 21: .... 20" But if it turns out to be true that virginity was not found in the young woman, 21then you shall bring her out to the door of her father's house, and the men of her city shall stone her to death, because she has committed a wickedness in Israel by playing the harlot in her father's house. Thus you shall put away evil from your midst.

Now, we feel it necessary to say a few words here by way of explanation. In the first place, there are many strict Christians today who use the passage we have in the epistle to the Romans, chapter 7, verse 2, as a basis for the extreme view that a divorced person whose former partner is living can never remarry. The cited verse 2 says: The married woman is bound by the law to her husband as long as he lives; but if the husband dies, she is free from the law that bound her to her husband. And these believers forget that under the law the married person who had turned out to be guilty of fornication or immorality was stoned to death and the innocent party, under the law, no longer had the former component of her partner alive.

We are not sure but the Apostle Paul included abandonment in the section on unfaithfulness mentioned in the first letter to the Corinthians chapter 7, verse 15, when he wrote: 15But if the unbeliever separates, let him separate, for in such a case the brother or sister is not subject to bondage, but God has called us to live in peace.

Now, another matter related to the law that needs to be expanded upon is the reference in the book of Deuteronomy, which seems to exclude the man from any accusation or guilt. Someone might ask, "But why is the woman singled out; isn't the man guilty as well?" Yes, but there are two things you need to keep in mind. One, is that the word used is always the generic term, which is "Anthropos" in the Greek, which means humanity and has no relation to sex, and can refer to either man or woman. We make the same distinction in legal terminology. You may have noticed that in some places when drawing up a contract it is said, referring to one of the parties, that if "he" does that, or if "he" promises that, or if "he" agrees to this or that, in short, sometimes that "he" turns out to be "she". That is, the term is used interchangeably for either of the two parties, regardless of their sex. We must also remember that marriage is a figure of Christ and the Church, and He is never at fault. But the church is. So the Bible does not teach a double standard. But we believe it does teach a different standard.

Personally, we believe that God has created woman more delicate than man. For that reason, when she is dragged down by misconduct, she goes farther than man. It is not that the sin of one is worse than the other, but the results of sin are much more damaging. Many pastors have seen in the course of their ministry that there are children who overcome the disadvantages of having had a father who did not know how to be a good father, but they have never seen children who would have overcome the disadvantages of having had a bad mother. On the other hand, a pitiful father is a serious disadvantage for a child, but a good mother more than compensates for that. The mother is the center of the home. Let us say, God put the woman in the home and made her extremely important in that place.

Every woman was once a little girl much like the description composed by Alan Beck, entitled "What is a little girl?" It goes like this: "Little girls are the most beautiful things that happen to people. They are born with a little angelic radiance in them, and even when it fizzles out sometimes, there is always enough left to captivate your heart, even if they are sitting in the mud, or are found shedding angry tears, or parading down the street in mommy's best dresses.

A little girl can be sweeter (and meaner) more often than any other person in the world. She can tremble with fear, stomp her feet, make funny noises and frazzle your nerves, but yet, when you barely open your mouth, there she is, shy, somewhat flirtatious, with that special look in her eyes. A little girl is innocence playing in the mud, beauty standing on her head, and motherhood dragging a doll by her feet.

God borrows from many creatures to make a little girl. He uses the trill of a bird, the squeak of a pig, the stubbornness of a mule, the mischief of a monkey, the lively agility of a grasshopper, the curiosity of a cat, the mischievousness of a fox, the gentleness of a cat. And above all, the mysterious mind of a woman.

A little girl likes new shoes, party dresses, small animals, dolls, make-believe, ice cream, make-up, visiting, parties, and a boy. She doesn't care much for visitors, or boys in general, or big dogs, or being helped down, or straight chairs, or vegetables, or snow dresses, or staying in the front yard. She talks louder when one is thinking; she looks prettier when she provokes you; she is busier at bedtime; quieter when one wants to make her stand out to others, and as flirtatious as possible when she absolutely must not get the better of you again.

She can mess up your house, your hair, and your dignity—spend your money, your time, and your temper—and then, when your patience is about to run out, she shows the gleam in her eye and you are lost again.

Yes, she is a nerve-racking nuisance, a noisy little bundle of mischief. But when one's dreams are crumbling and the world is in disarray, when it seems that you are, after all, almost a fool, she can make you feel like a king when she climbs on your knee and whispers, "I love you more than anyone else”. 

And so God shapes this charming little girl into a fine and delicate instrument, a woman. But when a woman chooses the wrong path in life, the tragedy is incalculable.

The background of Hosea's prophecy is the story of a fallen woman and a broken home. It is a story of that which is to be contrasted with God's ideal of marriage and the status of women. God used this book to tell us His own story.
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Hosea was a contemporary of Amos, another prophet of Israel. He was also a contemporary of Micah and Isaiah, prophets of the kingdom of Judah. His ministry extended over half a century, and he lived to see the fulfillment of his prophecy in the captivity of Israel.

This prophet can be compared to the prophet Jeremiah of the southern kingdom. Jeremiah warned the people of the southern kingdom that they would be led into captivity in Babylon, and lived to see it. Hosea warned the northern kingdom that they would be taken into captivity to Assyria, and he also lived to see it. So Jeremiah and Hosea had many things in common.

This story behind Hosea's prophecy is the tragedy of a broken home, of a destroyed home. Hosea's personal experience is the background of his message. He comes out of a broken home to speak to the nation, with a heart that is broken. He knew exactly how God felt, because he himself felt the same way.

In the country of Ephraim, in one of the many small towns that do not appear on the maps of the world, there lived two young people. One was a boy named Hosea and the other was a girl named Gomer. They fell in love, thus repeating the old story that has been repeated since the beginning of history for millions of times, a story that has not gone out of fashion over the centuries. And then, for some inexplicable reason, Gomer chose the wrong path and resorted to the oldest profession known to mankind. Hosea was left brokenhearted and shame flooded his soul. He was left with recourse to the Mosaic Law. He could have taken his wife before the elders of the city and demanded that the law be enforced. In that case she would have been stoned, because she had betrayed him. And he would have been justified in doing so.

Doesn't this incident remind you of another story that occurred some 700 years later in the same mountainous area, when a man named Joseph was engaged to a young woman named Mary? The main difference between the two stories was that the information Joseph had was wrong, and an angel came down from heaven to correct it; but the information Hosea had was correct, because Gomer was guilty.

At that precise moment of the events the story of Hosea began. It says in chapter 1, verse 2, Beginning of the word that the Lord spoke through Hosea. And the Lord said to Hosea, "Go, take a prostitute to wife and have children of whoredom with her, for the land is whoredom by departing from the Lord. Now, there are Bible teachers who take the position that this account is nothing more than an allegory, that is, that it never happened in reality. But this unserious treatment of the text of God's Word softens it to the point of exposing a harmless solution that is more depressing than stimulating. Let's face the problematic aspect of the matter! God commanded Hosea to break the law of Moses. The law commanded him to stone her, but God told him to marry her. What God commanded Hosea to do must have touched every fiber of his being. But Hosea did not object, but explicitly obeyed, took Gomer in holy wedlock, gave her his name, and she entered his home as his wife. Let us listen to what the apostle Paul said about such a relationship, in his first letter to the Corinthians chapter 6, verse 16: Or do you not know that he who is joined to a harlot is one body with her, for does not the Scripture say, "The two shall become one flesh"?

we can be sure that in that small community the situation gave rise to a great variety of gossip. Hosea's house became a desert island in the midst of a sea of criticism. It was like an isolation ward in a local society. A case of leprosy in a home would not have interrupted contact with the outside world any more effectively. What a pitiful situation Hosea found himself in!

Later in that family came the children. Three were born. They were two boys and a girl. Their names and the meaning of their names tell this sad story. And it is that story that conveyed a message to the nation of Israel.

The first was Jezreel. His name means "God will scatter, and God will avenge”. As God explained to
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