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ABOUT THIS PRODUCT

Thank you for buying this book and I hope you receive a great deal of value from it. I have  received many  enquiries from musicians concerning how to play in a "Gospel style" and I hope  that  this book serves its purpose. The object of this product is to show in a practical way how  to  play the various techniques, both from a rhythmic and soloing standpoint, that make up these Gospel  riffs. The riffs, although  based in the Gospel tradition, incorporate other musical styles  including: Rhythm & Blues, Soul, Jazz & Blues.  Along with the riffs, I have arranged two well  known  songs "Amazing Grace" & "When The Saints Go Marching In" showing how you can  take a simple arrangement of melody & chords & produce a professional sounding arrangement  using the techniques as played in the various riffs.

This book is ideal for the intermediate to advanced level of musician who is interested in playing these Gospel riffs and who need new ideas to stimulate their creativity. This book is also very useful for improving your sight  reading skills with examples in many different keys and  rhythms. The  rhythmic syncopation between·the two hands, in many of these riffs, will take a  whife to master so please practice each hand separately before trying to put bothhands together.  I hope that you will be able to use these riffs as a basis to create your own phrases or compositions.

Gospel  Piano Techniques

Gospel music is generally a vocal form of music as heard in the sounds of the great singers,  Aretha Franklin, Denise Williams and countless others that grew up singing Gospel music in  church. However, a very distinctive keyboard style has developed in Gospel music. Most Gospel  songs are relatively simple in structure which allows the keyboardist to create their own performance from the song they are playing by using various techniques. This is best illustrated with how I have created my own arrangements of "Amazing Grace" & "When The Saints Go Marching  In." The first version of each piece shows just the melody with the basic chord progression  while the second version shows how I have arranged it using many of the techniques used in the various riffs made up in the book. As can be heard from the examples there are Blues, Jazz, Rhythm & Blues flavorings to them.

The use of "octaves" is an essential ingredient in playing Gospel piano styles and careful attention I should be paid to this area. I would suggest starting off learning a passage that uses octaves  by just playing a single note line until you become accustomed to it. Once you have mastered the single note line, try playing the line in octaves slowly at first and then speeding up the tempo. If your wrists start to hurt, take a break for a few minutes and then continue. Some of the examples are played at a fairly fast tempo so do not be too surprised if it takes some time to play up to speed.  

Another important technique is the use of full chords with the right hand. There may be some of you that have small hands and are unable to reach the span of some of the chords. If this is the  case I would suggest leaving out the lowest note of the chord (generally the lowest note is the note an octave lower than the melody note.} 

"I was playing organ in a Baptist church and was watching a lady play the piano and I wondered 

how she could get such a full sound, she had extremely long fingers and was able to play chords with such a rich texture that I found it physically impossible to play. "

The left hand plays a very important role in Gospel keyboard styles. It  needs to provide a strong  

rhythmic foundation either playing single notes,  octaves, broken up chords or broken up  octaves, walking bass lines etc. Since the right hand is playing the majority of the melody & 

harmony, it is generally not necessary for the left hand to be playing full chords. 

Keyboardists who have influenced my Gospel playing include Leon Russell, Dr. John, Andre Crouch, Ray Charles, Billy Preston, Richard Tee, James Cleveland and Edwin Hawkins.

The audio files that accompany the book contains all the 33 riffs as well as “Amazing Grace” and “When The Saints Go Marching In”. 

Audio tracks

Each audio file consists of the piano part along with a rhythm section. There is a play-a-long track without the piano part to practice along with. The play-a-long tracks are often used for two of the riffs as stated in each of the playalong file. Also the playalong track will repeat the chord progression of the riifs without the ending chord. 

For people who wish to improve their ear training skills, you may want to listen to the individual parts and then trying to duplicate what is played on the audio files. I personally find I am able to memorize music quicker when I pick music out by ear than from music notation. Obviously, the book can be used to locate the notes that you are not able to find by listening.

MIDI files

MIDI files for the riffs and play-a-long tracks are optional. If you did not purchase them with the product you can purchase them separately for $10 by
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