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Driving Through Time

1910-2020


Introduction
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This is an eBook about the best cars from each decade from 1910-2020, from the early 20th century, when cars were novel inventions reserved for the elite, to the modern era, where they are part of our daily lives. Cars have come a long way, as they’re now as fast and safe as ever. Depending on what car you look at. I’m not going to say a new Peugeot is the fastest car, but they are getting better. I understand there is a chance you won’t agree with at least one car on this list, but I do know there will be a car you agree with or understand why it’s there. The main things I’ll be basing these cars on are innovation and looks. I will not be basing these cars mainly on performance, as I don’t want this list to be filled with supercars. I want it to be a cool list with different types of cars, so if your favourite Ferrari isn’t there, I apologise. But if the car I have chosen has good performance, then of course I’ll mention it. Now, please buckle up and let's get going. (Pun 100% intended)
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1910s-Ford Model T
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The Ford Model T revolutionised the car forever. It was made from 1908 to 1927, meaning it had the record for the longest production car until the VW Beetle broke that record in 1972. The Ford Model T had a 3-point suspension system, meaning it could go pretty much anywhere and handle the roughest terrains. This was due to Henry Ford growing up on a farm. This is one of the things that puts this car ahead. Like I said in the introduction, cars were made for rich people, meaning 'the common man' still had to walk or use horses and carts. Henry Ford changed this as his target audience for the Model T was 'the common man', as it only cost £825 when it was first released, then some went as low as $260 by the 1920s. If this car hadn't been made, I reckon the car still would've been for the rich folk until around the 1920s. The Ford Model T had a front-mounted 177-cubic-inch (2.9 L) inline four-cylinder engine, producing 20 hp, which gave out a top speed of 42mph. Today, that is average, but back in 1910, that was very good, especially considering that your average horse goes 10-17 mph, which is what this car replaced for many people. Here’s a cool fact, the Ford Model T was nicknamed “Tin Lizzie” which is why in the 2006 movie ‘Cars’ the car called Lizzie is a Ford Model T. Henry Ford's use of assembly line production techniques, particularly the moving assembly line, revolutionised manufacturing and significantly reduced the time and cost required to build a Model T. This innovation had a profound impact on the automobile industry and manufacturing in general. So Henry Ford revolutionised cars and how they were made. He was a genius. Over 15 million of these cars were made and sold. They were the most popular cars of their time.
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1920s-Chevrolet Series 490
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This was the competitor of the Ford Model T, as it was cheaper, costing $490, and that is how it got the name 490. However, the prices of the Chevrolets rose whilst the Fords got cheaper, so it wasn't for long, but it was long enough to take a chunk out of the Model T’s success. It was made from 1915-1922. This car came with the Overhead Valve 171-cubic-inch (2.8 L) four-cylinder, producing 24 hp and a top speed of 60mph, so it was even faster than the Ford Model T. The Series 490 incorporated several innovations for its time, including electric starter motors, which were not commonly found in cars of that era. It also featured a two-speed rear axle, offering improved performance and drivability. This car was the car that earned the owner of Chevrolet, Billy Durant, enough money to merge MG Motors and Chevrolet. This was the car that also set Chevrolet off and made them the well-known company they are today.  
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1930s-Bugatti Type 57SC
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Yes, are you excited? It’s a Bugatti. This was made from 1935-1937. There were only 710 Bugatti Type 57s made. How many of those were the SC model? Well, I can tell you there were only 4 made. 3 of those were sold to customers who are all still here today. The 2nd one built was kept by the creator Jean Bugatti, who was the son of Ettore Bugatti. There is a theory that this car was lost during World War 2 and it was never found. The reason only 4 were made is due to people thinking it had a weird style. That's due to this car being inspired by a fighter plane, and to be fair, I can see that. The engine of the Bugatti Type 57SC was a supercharged 3.3-litre (or 3257 cc) inline-eight-cylinder engine. The engine featured twin overhead camshafts and produced around 200 horsepower with the supercharger engaged. The supercharger was a Roots-type blower, which increased the engine's power output by forcing more air and fuel into the combustion chamber. This gave it a top speed of 125mph, which was amazing back then. An iconic feature of this car is the riveted fin, which runs down the middle of the car. When released, this car cost between $7000 and $10,000, depending on the features chosen. This is around $140,000 in today's money, which is a lot more than the Ford Model T and Chevrolet 490. This Bugatti is now worth 40 million! And you thought a Bugatti Veyron or Chiron is expensive.  The "SC" in Bugatti Type 57SC stands for "Surbaissé" and "Compresseur." It signifies that the car had a lowered chassis for improved handling and was equipped with a supercharged engine, which I’ve already mentioned. This was and is still a beautiful car. It had a very good racing pedigree, too. It’s not as iconic as the Veyron, but it’s up there.
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1940s-Willy’s Jeep
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How can I not add this? It’s such an iconic car, and it was very helpful in World War 2. This car was first made in 1940, and it stopped production in 1945, which was the same year World War 2 ended. It only took 75 days to design as well. This was good as it was a car that America needed quickly. There were only 2 prototypes as well. A cool feature of this car, which was handy for soldiers and farmers, was that the back seats could be folded to make extra room, and the windscreen could fold down too. The one drawback of this car is that there was no roof, so you weren’t that protected if you were getting shot or if there were any wires across the road attached to trees. That is why it was common for a Willy’s Jeep to have a pole so the soldiers' heads wouldn’t get cut off. It's quite gruesome but true. The term "jeep" is believed to have originated from the phonetic pronunciation of "GP," which stands for "General Purpose" or "Government Purpose." Over time, the name "jeep" became synonymous with this type of vehicle. The engine in this was a 134.2 cubic inches (2.2 litres)  L-head (L-block) inline-four engine, which made 60 hp with a top speed of 65mph, which was amazing for this vehicle’s purpose. When released, this car cost $738.74. Very precise if you ask me. They’re now worth between $10,000-$40,000, depending on the condition. They were very capable then, and they are now. They were bulletproof, depending on how you put it. The equivalent of the Jeep was the Ford GPW. Over half a million of these Jeeps and Fords were made. 1940, the year Jeep was born and written in the history books. 
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