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I FIRST BECAME INTERESTED in Mao Zedong’s thought in 1971. At that time, I was an undergraduate student at the University of Queensland, majoring in political science. I was fortunate enough to be taught Chinese politics by Dr. C. L. Chiou, himself a Mao scholar. Chiou possessed the happy knack of communicating to his students his enthusiasm for his subject, and I became fascinated with the challenge of understanding how Marxism had been understood and used by Marxists in China, particularly as it was then being used in the late stage of the Cultural Revolution.

The interest sparked by Chiou carried forward into my doctoral studies at the University of London’s School of Oriental and African Studies, where I was supervised by Professor Stuart Schram, without doubt the foremost Mao scholar in the West. While Professor Schram and I disagreed, and continue to disagree, on many issues of interpretation, he communicated to me a very important lesson: the importance of grounding the interpretation of Mao and his thought on detailed analysis of the Mao texts. Schram rightly had no patience with the cavalier disregard of conventional rules of evidence so patently obvious in much that was written on Mao. His own interpretations of Mao’s thought never strayed far from the Mao texts, and this represented a salutary lesson in a field of study into which ideology unavoidably intrudes. Schram also communicated to me the importance of making the Mao texts available in scholarly English editions, although my contributions in this area nowhere near approach his enormous contribution. His Mao’s Road to Power series, in particular, represents a phenomenal achievement, one that makes accessible to the Anglophone world all known Mao texts to 1949. This series makes informed debate on Mao and his thought much easier, and all those interested in this subject are very much in his debt.

These two scholars were a major influence on my early study of Mao Zedong’s thought, and I gratefully acknowledge their inspiration and assistance. I also express my sincere gratitude to the following: Dr. Wang Yuping of Griffith University’s School of Languages and Applied Linguistics has for nearly two decades helped me with the Chinese language. Professor Arif Dirlik, formerly of Duke University and now semi-retired, has consistently supported my research and has read much that I have written. Professor Michael Dutton of London University and Dr. Paul Healy of the University of New England were a significant theoretical influence at a stage in my research when I needed it most. Many Mao scholars in China, too numerous to list individually, have assisted my research. While I thank them all, three stand out. Professor Ran Changuang and Professor Li Yongtai of Sichuan University, and Professor Bi Jianheng of the Sichuan Academy of Social Science, gave me an astonishing amount of help when 1 was wrestling with the philosophical dimensions of Mao’s thought.

A number of teaching colleagues have supported my research in material ways. Professor Colin Mackerras was a wonderful mentor and collaborator in both teaching and research. How fortunate I was to have Colin as head of the School of Modern Asian studies when I joined it in 1981! I also acknowledge the help of Associate Professor John Butcher, a truly inspirational teacher and colleague, and Doug Smith for his prodigious feats in both library and classroom on my behalf. My sincere thanks go also to my research assistant of recent years, Dr. Liu Xian.

As ever, my greatest debt is to Jill Kenny, my partner for the best part of three decades. Her love and support have allowed me to achieve my goals in teaching and research. No words can be found to thank her adequately.

The chapters in this book draw on the following publications, which in each case have been thoroughly revised, updated, and expanded: “The Form of Mao Zedong’s ‘Sinification of Marxism’,” The Australian Journal of Chinese Affairs 9 (January 1983): 17–34; “Mao and History: Who Judges and How?” The Australian Journal of Chinese Affairs 13 (January 1985): 121–36; “Mao Zedong and the Chinese Road to Socialism,” in Marxism in Asia, eds. Colin Mackerras and Nick Knight (London and Sydney: Croom Helm, 1985), chapter 4; “The Marxism of Mao Zedong: Empiricism and Discourse in the Field of Mao Studies,” The Australian Journal of Chinese Affairs 16 (July 1986): 7–22; “On Contradiction and On New Democracy : Contrasting Perspectives on Causation and Social Change in the Thought of Mao Zedong,” Bulletin of Concerned Asian Scholars 22, no. 2 (April—June 1990): 18–34; “Politics and Vision: Historical Time and the Future in Mao Zedong’s Thought, 1936—1945,” Journal of Oriental Studies 29, no. 2 (1991): 139–71; “From Harmony to Struggle, From Perpetual Peace to Cultural Revolution: Changing Futures in Mao Zedong’s Thought,” China Information 11, nos. 2/3 (Autumn/Winter 1996): 176–95; “Mao Zedong and Working Class Leadership of the Chinese Revolution, 1927–1930,” China Information 12, no. 3 (Winter 1997–1998): 28–45; “Working Class Power and State Formation in Mao Zedong’s Thought, 1931–1934,” Journal of Contemporary Asia 32, no. 1 (2002): 29–46. I am grateful to the editors and publishers of these publications for permission to use copyright material.

Chapter 4 draws on “Mao Zedong and the Peasants: Class and Power in the Formation of a Revolutionary Strategy,” which was originally published in China Report 40, no. 1 (January—March 2004): 49—76. Copyright Centre for the Study of Developing Societies, Delhi, 2004. All rights reserved. Reproduced with permission of the copyright holders and the publishers, Sage Publications, India Pvt. Ltd., New Delhi.
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