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    To the Master Teacher, Jesus Christ, who taught us to see the Kingdom of Heaven in a mustard seed, in a fishing net, and in a lily of the field.
 
And to all those courageous Sunday School teachers and students who are not satisfied with the surface, but long to have "eyes to see" the treasures of redemption hidden in every symbol of His Word.

      

    



  	
        
            
            "Open my eyes, that I may see the wonders of your law." — Psalm 119:18

      

    


Introduction 

Welcome, students and brothers and sisters in faith! As we begin this class, it is essential that we understand that the Bible is not an ordinary book; it is a love letter and a manual for life that uses special language. God, in His infinite wisdom, knows that our human minds sometimes have difficulty assimilating profound spiritual truths. That is why the Holy Scriptures use parables, proverbs, symbols, and illustrations taken from everyday life: from the countryside, the home, nature, and the human body.

1. The Language of Eternity in Human Words

Throughout the Bible, we find symbolic language that acts as a bridge between the invisible and the visible. Consider, for example, that nighttime encounter between the Lord Jesus and Nicodemus. When the Master told him that it was necessary to be "born again," He was not referring to an impossible physical process, but was using the miracle of natural birth to illustrate the spiritual transformation that only the Holy Spirit can bring about in the heart.

Similarly, the expression "Behold the Lamb of God" might seem strange or meaningless to a casual reader. However, for those who study symbols, this is the "master key" that connects a red thread from the sacrifices in Genesis, through the Passover in Exodus, to the final victory of the Lamb in Revelation. Without the symbol, we lose the depth of Christ's sacrifice.

2. God's Mathematical Design: The Theology of Numbers

One of the most amazing pieces of evidence that the Bible is inspired by God is the wonderful and precise use of numbers. In the Bible, numbers are not placed randomly; they are part of an intelligent design. We must know that in the original languages (Hebrew and Greek), each letter has a numerical value (for example: alpha is 1, beta is 2). The sum of these values in words and phrases reveals a mathematical harmony that is impossible to replicate by human chance.

Take the number five, for example. In biblical symbolism, five often represents God's grace acting in the face of human weakness.

	The example of David: When the young shepherd faced the giant Goliath, his weakness was evident, but he took five stones from the stream. It was not his aim, but divine grace that gave him victory.

	The example of the Prodigal Son: In the parable of Luke 15, we see five steps of repentance and five signs of reconciliation (the kiss, the robe, the ring, the sandals, and the fattened calf). All of this screams one truth: the Father's grace is greater than the sinner's condition.


3. Frequency and Context

Even the frequency with which a word appears teaches us a lesson. The apostle John uses the title "Comforter" five times for the Holy Spirit, and five times we are told of "great joy," tracing a path from the birth of John the Baptist to the glorious presence of Christ.

Our Challenge as Students

As a teacher, I encourage you to become "detectives of the Word" in this course. Don't overlook the details. Every color, every mineral, every metal, and every number is a piece of a divine puzzle. As you note these cases, you will soon find yourselves exclaiming in amazement that "all Scripture is inspired by God and useful" (2 Timothy 3:16).

Let us prepare our hearts and notebooks! We are about to discover that behind every symbol there is a face: that of our Savior Jesus Christ.
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Lesson 1: The Animal Kingdom in God's Language
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Dear students, today we will enter the fascinating world of biblical zoology. God uses the creatures of His creation as "living parables" to reveal to us the character of His Son and to warn us about our own nature.

I. The Principles of Classification: Clean and Unclean

In Levitical law, God did not divide animals on a whim. The distinction between clean (for sacrifice and food) and unclean contains two vital lessons for Christians:

	The Cloven Hoof (Walking): Symbolizes a separate walk. The clean animal does not walk like the others; its footprint is different. This teaches us that young and adult Christians must walk differently from the world, with firm steps in holiness.

	Chewing the Cud (Meditation): The ruminant chews its food, swallows it, and chews it again. What a great lesson for Bible study! It is not enough to read the Bible; we must chew it (meditate on it) throughout the day to extract all its spiritual nourishment.

	The Character of Sacrifice: * The Male: Represents Christ in His life of active service and perfect obedience unto death. 	The Female: She was offered for passive contamination or sins of error, reminding us of God's sensitivity to all impurity.




II. Portraits of Jesus Christ: Animals that Glorify Him

Each animal on the altar was a sketch of the Messiah who was to come:

	🐑 The Lamb (Submissive Sacrifice): This is the central figure. Christ is "the lamb that is silent before its shearer" (Acts 8:32). He represents innocence and total purity: "without blemish and without spot" (1 Peter 1:19).

	🐐 The Goat (The Sin Bearer): It is directly related to guilt. Just as the goat carried the iniquities into the wilderness (Leviticus 16:22), Christ carried our sin "in the likeness of sinful flesh" (Romans 8:3) to take it away from us forever.

	🕊️ Turtledoves and Young Pigeons (Meekness and Poverty): These represent the tender thoughts and affections of the Lord. It was the offering of the poor (Luke 2:24), reminding us that Jesus stripped Himself of His heavenly wealth for love of us.

	🦁 The Lion (Majesty and Sovereignty): "The Lion of the tribe of Judah... has conquered" (Revelation 5:5). In the Gospel of Matthew, we see Christ as the Almighty King who has all power.

	🐂 The Ox or Calf (Service and Endurance): This speaks to us of absolute submission. It is the servant who threshes (1 Corinthians 9:9), willing both to work hard and to be sacrificed. This is how Jesus is presented in the Gospel of Mark: the Perfect Servant.

	🦅 The Eagle (Heavenly Vision): Represents Christ who descended from heaven and ascended again (Revelation 4:7). This is the focus of the Gospel of John: the divinity of the Son of God.

	🐏 The Ram (Faithful Substitute): This is the animal that dies "in place of." Like the ram that Abraham found in the thicket to substitute for Isaac (Genesis 22:13), Christ took our place in judgment.


III. The Spiritual Mirror: Animals that represent us

	The Sheep: They represent our identity as God's people. We are dependent creatures: "My sheep hear my voice... and they follow me" (John 10:27). Without the Shepherd, we are lost.

	The Donkey (Redemption of the Unclean): This is a beautiful figure. By nature, it is an unclean and stubborn animal, but when the Lord needs it and it is brought to Him (Mark 11:2-3), it becomes useful for the Kingdom. This is how man is before and after knowing Christ.

	The Horse: It represents the power for spiritual conquest and victory that God gives to His Church in the midst of spiritual warfare (Revelation 19:11).


IV. Warnings: Symbols of the Adversary and False Faith

We must not ignore that the enemy also uses this language to camouflage himself:

	The Roaring Lion: Represents Satan in his attempt to instill fear and devour the believer's faith (1 Peter 5:8).

	The Serpent: Symbol of the evil cunning and deception of the usurper from Eden to Revelation (Revelation 12:4).

	The Pig: Represents false profession of faith. Someone who appears "washed" on the outside but has nothing inside to chew on, always returning to the mud of sin (2 Peter 2:22).

	The Dogs: They speak of those who are outside the covenant or who have a carnal and aggressive character against the truth (Matthew 15:26, Revelation 22:15).

	The Bear and the Leopard: Represent the powers of the world. The bear that crushes and the leopard (Alexander the Great) that conquers with carnal speed (Daniel 7:6).

	The Birds of the Sky: They represent the demons who seek to snatch away the seed of the Word before it takes root in the heart (Matthew 13:19).


Summary for the Student Workbook (Lesson 1)


	Animal / Characteristic

	Main Meaning

	Key Reference

	Spiritual Lesson


	Cloven Hoof

	Walking Separately

	Leviticus 11

	Living in the world without being of the world


	Ruminate

	Meditation

	Psalm 1:2

	Chew on the Word daily


	Lamb

	Submission and Perfection

	1 Peter 1:19

	Christ gave himself up without complaint


	The Goat

	Bringer of Sin

	Leviticus 16:22

	Christ bore my guilt


	Lion

	Royal Majesty

	Revelation 5:5

	Jesus is the King who conquered


	Ox

	Tireless Service

	Mark (Gospel)

	Serving others with endurance


	Eagle

	Divinity

	John (Gospel)

	Looking at things from above


	Pig

	Hypocrisy

	2 Peter 2:22

	Clean appearance, dirty heart




Reflection Assignment

This week, as you read your Bibles, try to identify one of these animals in the Psalms or the Gospels. Ask yourself: What aspect of Christ is this animal showing me today? Or what warning should I take to heart for my life?

Remember! Behind every symbol, there is a truth that sets us free.

Let us examine ourselves before the Lord:

	Ruminate Check: Did you read the Bible today and forget it, or are you "ruminating" on it throughout the day to get the most out of it?

	Identify your need: Do you need the Lion to fight for you, or the Lamb to forgive you? Talk to Jesus according to your current need.

	Beware of the Pig: Is there an area of your life where you are only "washed on the outside" (religious appearance) but still love the mud on the inside? Ask God for a new heart.
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Lesson 2: The Rainbow of Redemption (Symbolic Colors)
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Today we are going to change the way we look at things. Often, when we read the Bible, we overlook the colors described in the tabernacle, in the garments, or in the prophetic visions. We think they are mere decorative details. But that is not the case!

For God, the Great Artist of the universe, each color is a coded message. Today we are going to put on our "spiritual glasses" to discover what the Lord wants to tell us through colors. Open your Bibles and prepare your hearts.

1. White: Absolute Perfection

The Color of Purity, Justice, and Holiness

When we think of white, we think of pure light. In the Bible, white is not simply a color, but the total absence of stains, dirt, or sin.

	In the Tabernacle (The Holy Law): Imagine standing in the desert in front of God's Tabernacle. The first thing you would see would be a large curtain of fine twisted white linen surrounding the entire courtyard (Exodus 27:9). What message did that white "wall" convey? It told us, "God is holy and perfect; sinful man cannot casually enter." White represents God's perfect justice that separates us from sin.

	In the Transfiguration (Divine Glory): The evangelist Mark tells us something amazing about Jesus on the mountain: "...his clothes became dazzling white, as white as snow, so white that no one on earth could bleach them that white" (Mark 9:3). Here, white reveals Jesus' divinity. No human soap, no human religion, can produce that whiteness; it is the glory of God.

	In Salvation (Total Cleansing): King David, after sinning, did not simply ask to "improve"; he prayed, "Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow" (Psalm 51:7). It is the promise that the blood of Christ not only covers but erases the stain of sin.

	In Prophecy (Victory): In Revelation we see a white horse (Revelation 6:2, 19:11). Here white symbolizes the victory of the clean and righteous Conqueror. Christ returns not to negotiate, but to conquer with pure justice.


2. Purple (Violet): The Color of Royalty

The Color of Imperial Dignity and Kings

In biblical times, purple dye was extracted drop by drop from a small sea snail. It was extremely expensive. Only emperors and immensely wealthy kings could afford it.

	The True King: When they dressed Jesus in a purple robe before crucifying him (John 19:2), the Roman soldiers mocked him. But what divine irony! Without knowing it, they were proclaiming the greatest truth in the universe: He is the King of Kings.

	In the Gospel of Matthew: This gospel was written to introduce Jesus as the Messiah King, the Lion of Judah. That is why we associate purple with Matthew's presentation.

	False Royalty: Be careful, brothers and sisters. The enemy always tries to copy God. In Revelation 17:4, we see the "great harlot" (the false religious system) dressed in purple. She appears to have royal authority and wealth, but she is an usurper. True royalty belongs only to Christ.


3. Blue: The Color of Heaven

The Color of Heavenly Character and Faithfulness

Look up. What color is the cloudless sky? Blue. This color speaks to us of everything that is not of this world, of what comes "from above."

	The Reminder of Faithfulness: In Numbers 15:38-39, God gave a curious command: the Israelites were to put a blue cord on the edges of their garments. Why? So that when they walked and looked down, they would see the blue and remember: "I belong to heaven; I must obey the commandments of the God of heaven." It was a divine "memory thread."

	In the Gospel of John: John is the evangelist who takes us higher. He does not begin with the birth of Jesus on earth (like Luke), but in heaven: "In the beginning was the Word..." John introduces us to the Son of God (Blue) who came down from heaven to give us life.


4. Red, Crimson, and Scarlet: Blood and Sacrifice

The color of Humanity, Flesh, and Redemption

Red is the color of physical life, because "the life of the flesh is in the blood" (Leviticus 17:11). Interestingly, the name "Adam" is related to the Hebrew word for

	Christ's Humanity: In Hebrews 2:14 we read that Jesus "shared in flesh and blood." The infinite God clothed himself in red (humanity) so that he could die for us. The Gospel of Luke presents Jesus to us in this way: as the Son of Man, perfect and human.

	The Miracle of Color Change: In Isaiah 1:18 there is a precious promise. God says that if our sins are "like scarlet" (a deep, permanent red), they will be white as snow. Crimson was a dye that was very difficult to remove from clothing; so is sin, impossible for us to erase on our own. But the blood of Jesus has the power to take a life stained red with guilt and turn it white with purity.

	War and Judgment: The fiery red horse in Revelation 6:4 represents the blood shed in war, when peace is taken from the earth.





	Fleeting Glory: In Revelation, both the "great city" (the global economic system) and the "wicked woman" are dressed in scarlet (Revelation 17:4, 18:16). It is the color of the Hollywood red carpet, of human fame, of everything that shines for a moment but will be judged by God. It reminds us that we should not fall in love with the luxury of this world.





	The Throne of Grace: In Revelation 4:3, John sees the throne of God, a place that could frighten us because of its power. But he says that around the throne there was "a rainbow, resembling in appearance an emerald" (green). The rainbow is a sign of covenant and mercy (as with Noah). That it is green tells us that God's rule is not for death, but for giving life. It is a fresh and living hope for the believer.





	Sign of Impurity: In the law of leprosy (Leviticus 13:30), if the hair turned yellowish, it was a sign of deep infection; the person was declared unclean.

	Death: In Revelation 6:8, the fourth horse is "yellow" (in some translations it says "pale" or "fawn"). Its rider is Death. It represents disease and pestilence that consume physical life.





	Hunger and Scarcity: The black horse in Revelation 6:5 carries a pair of scales in his hand. Why? Because he represents hunger, when food is so scarce that it must be weighed gram by gram and is extremely expensive. Hunger brings "dark days" for humanity.

	Destiny without God: Jude 13 speaks of the "darkness of darkness" reserved for those who reject the truth. Hell is described as the place of outer darkness.

	Deep Pain: Job said, "My skin has turned black" (Job 30:30), describing his terrible illness and mourning.
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	When you see something white, thank God for cleansing you.

	When you see the blue sky, remember that your true home is up there.

	When you see red, remember the price Jesus paid for you.
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