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    To idealists everywhere.
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The Politician's Truth began as an experimental pandemic-era project, one of several solo efforts that I worked on in part to be able to continue to make story worlds and art, despite a sense of isolation and not wanting to put others at risk as one might in a multi-person project.

I was spending a lot of time walking around Lost Lagoon, where there are many benches that look out onto different natural vistas and provide good places for a person to rest and reflect. Being an actor and filmmaker, I started to imagine a character sitting on the benches looking back on a life. I was also pondering the theme of idealism. As the idea evolved, I decided that the character might have had a life of service, and could be looking back reflectively on that.

I decided the character, who I then thought of as the Politician, should have one pronounced trait, and I chose idealism. I was working from the belief that many cynics are brokenhearted idealists at heart. And I decided a flaw was in order as well, and I chose a lifelong inability to recognize people by their faces. There are more ingredients to the character, but these two attributes gave me a starting point.

Settling into an actor's role, I went to various benches over a period of time, filmed what the character would be looking out onto: water, ripples, waterfowl and more. For each sequence, I crafted a flash fiction style blurt, or short recollection of some aspect of the character's life in politics, and recorded these separately. Meshing the audio and video together resulted in a collection of thirty micro short films collectively titled The Politician's Truth.

The films are available in a compilation on my Film and Art by Robert David Duncan channel on YouTube at this link https://youtu.be/ylYrqEDKjbY in case you would like to enjoy the words and imagery together. I've made tiny edits to the scripted content for this written version for clarity.

From my perspective, The Politician's Truth is really about idealism. I would say that the idea of politics having been the character's principal work in life could be seen as a metaphor for any role in life that each of us may have once approached with a sense of idealism. The Politician's brief thoughts and remembrances are somewhat random, as these things often are in real life. Read them in any order, jump around, and digest them with or without the videos as accompaniment.

In that spirit, I hope you enjoy The Politician's Truth and find something that resonates with your own!
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My flaw, such as it was, and certainly not my only one - but the most challenging for a politician - was that I couldn't recognize faces. Not for the life of me. If my own mother had walked by wearing a different sweater than the one I had seen her in earlier I would have passed her right by. What possessed me to work with people, when I couldn't distinguish between them, will have to remain somewhat a mystery.

I regret the casual brutality of organizations, of human relations, both in the rooms of government and elsewhere. Not anything I did - though there are regrets there too - but rather, the relentless grinding down of dignity, self-worth, pride and more that I saw happen to nearly all who work, particularly in organizations. That's a real regret, because of the lost potential for happiness and goodwill.

I believed in words perhaps as much as deeds; that they could soar, lift, inspire, unite, galvanize, spirit, carry, energize, focus, elevate, remind and respect. I believed in a just society, a better world, more hopeful futures, putting the past behind us, remembering our common love, and mutual need for one another. I played a good word game. I knew it, and I loved it.

I made friends. I was seen as easygoing. It probably helped that I rarely knew who I was talking to. My special condition had taught me from childhood that it was best to smile first, then try to
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