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            Have you ever felt helpless in the face of overwhelming injustice? We often feel incompetent. After all, who would listen to us if we spoke up? Can we really make a difference when injustice has already spread? This is the story of a man as disqualified as any of us; Amos was a simple shepherd who confronted the powerful structures of his day and brought God's perspective to a complacent society. So let his story move your heart to act and have faith. If God could use him to impact his generation, of course he can use you to shape yours.
Amos and Hosea stand out as two prophetic books directed primarily to the northern kingdom of Israel. While Hosea focuses on Israel's idolatry, Amos casts a harsh eye on the increasing injustice in Israel's society. These two books complement each other as they deal with the two sins most frequently mentioned in the prophetic tradition. The prophets rebuked people when they did not love God wholeheartedly-idolatry-or when they did not love their neighbor as themselves-injustice.
In simple poetic language, Amos spoke passionately to the people about how God feels when the rich and powerful exploit the poor and defenseless. Although these words were addressed to the ungodly authorities of Israel, his message still resonates in the world today. Notice the similarities between Amos' time and our own. When he speaks of the poor, he thinks of the destitute, ethnic minorities, single parents, the elderly and others living on the margins of our society. What would Amos ask us to do?
The book of Amos is divided into three main sections. The first two chapters contain a series of messages against six nearby nations - Damascus, Gaza, Tyre, Edom, Amnon and Moab - as well as against the southern kingdom of Judah and the northern kingdom of Israel. The next four chapters contain God's messages against "all the family I rescued from Egypt" (Amo 3:1). The last three chapters record the five visions of destruction that foretell Israel's fall to Assyria in 722 B.C.
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our journey through the pages of the Bible and upon arriving at the brief prophecy of Amos, we believe that the first thing we should do is try to locate the prophet in the

Weather

Amos' prophetic ministry took place during the reigns of Jeroboam II, king of Israel and Uzziah, king of Judah. He was contemporary with Jonah and Hosea, who were prophets in the northern kingdom or Israel, and with Isaiah and Micah, who were prophets in the southern kingdom, or Judah. Now we will say something about the

Subject

Amos represented God as ruler of this world and declared that all nations were accountable to Him. The measure of a nation's accountability was the light or revelation that nation received. The final test for any nation (or individual) is found in chapter 3, verse 3 of this book and says: Will two walk together if they disagree? In a time of prosperity, the prophet Amos announced judgment. God's judgment awaited the nations that were in luxury or falling into immorality. Now let us say something about

The writer

We can consider him a man who came to the city from a very distant place. Knowing him will make us appreciate him more and to know his prophecy better. We will find that he was born in Judah, the southern kingdom, although he was a prophet before the northern kingdom. His message was delivered at Bethel, in the king's chapel. It was something out of the ordinary for a man to have come from such a country, from a remote place, with a message of judgment against all the neighboring nations. Amos had a global view of life and of God's program for the whole world - not only for his present time but also for the future. All these factors made that man a remarkable prophet.

In chapter 1, verse 1 of this book we read: 1The words of Amos, who was one of the shepherds of Tekoa, who prophesied concerning Israel in the days of Uzziah king of Judah and in the days of Jeroboam son of Joash king of Israel, two years before the earthquake. Tekoa was his birthplace and where he grew up. A few miles from Jerusalem was that little town of which the prophet Micah said in his chapter 5, verse 2: But you, Bethlehem Ephrath, so small among the families of Judah, from you shall come forth he who is to be Lord in Israel; his origins go back to the beginning of time, to the days of eternity. Bethlehem has become famous, but there was another small town located about 4 kilometers to the south, called Tekoa, which was not so well known. In fact, Amos himself was not even mentioned anywhere else in the Old Testament. In the Gospel of Luke, in the genealogy of Mary, an Amos was mentioned, but he had no connection with the prophet Amos. And the small town of Tekoa, from which he came, was a practically unknown place. It was the place where a prophetess appeared before David and delivered a message to him (as we can see in 2 Samuel 14); King David was familiar with that area because it was the region to which he fled to hide from King Saul.

Tekoa was situated on a chain of hills from which one could see a terrible desert that continued to the shores of the Dead Sea. Wild animals howled at night and all that could be seen by day were certain places where the remains of Bedouin camps could be seen. Nothing could be seen but the blackened ground abandoned by nomads and desert wanderers, who moved about the area. Dr. Adam Smith said, "The inhabitants of Tekoa commanded with their eyes a desolate and inhospitable world." 

Today Israel has built a modern highway along the Dead Sea, leading to Masada. The highway returns through Arad and ascends through Hebron and Bethlehem. But that highway does not reach Tekoa because this town is in the desert. Surely you never heard of it, not even examining its good old days, because it was never more than a wide place by the roadside, a halt, a starting point. The name "Tekoa" means camping area. It was really just a distant crossroads on the border. The town's only fame was as the birthplace of the prophet Amos.

We have to look at chapter 7 of this book to get a personal perception of this man and his ministry there in Samaria, in the northern kingdom or Israel. There, in verses 10 to 15 we read the following: 10Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent to Jeroboam, king of Israel, saying, "Amos has risen up against you in the midst of the house of Israel; the land cannot bear all his words. 11For thus Amos has said, 'Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel shall be carried away from his land into captivity.'" 12And Amaziah said to Amos, "O seer, go, flee to the land of Judah, and eat your bread there, and prophesy there; 13but prophesy no more at Bethel, for it is the king's sanctuary, and the capital of the kingdom. 14Then Amos answered and said to Amaziah, "I am not a prophet, nor the son of a prophet, but a keeper of sheep and a gatherer of wild figs. 15And the Lord took me from behind the flock, and said to me, "Go and prophesy to my people Israel."

Here we are told of his trade: Amos was a herdsman. In this passage an unusual word was used which means that he was the herdsman of a peculiar breed of desert sheep. These were inferior animals but gave long wool because of the cold of winter. The prophet also said that he gathered wild figs. It was a small fig-like fruit that grew on bushes in the desert. These trees grew sparsely and were much shorter than the sycamore tree we know today.

So we see, then, that Amos had to travel to do his work. He was a migrant worker. His sheep and his sycamores made him travel far into the desert. He was really a farmer, a rough peasant, who had had no opportunity for cultural training. He was a rural preacher, a rough character, who looked like a handyman among the syncretistic preachers who preached there in Bethel.

But before smiling when contemplating this character, we have to say that he was one of the greatest servants of God, and an extraordinary individual. Let us listen to what he said in chapter 7 of his prophecy, in verse 15: 15And the Lord took me from behind the herd, and said to me: "Go and prophesy to my people Israel". God sent Amos from the remoteness of that great wilderness to Bethel, one of the capital cities of the northern kingdom, where people lived who, as inhabitants of a city, lived differently. God called him to preach, communicated a message to him and sent him to Bethel.

At first, Bethel was the capital of the northern kingdom, and the place where King Jeroboam had erected one of his golden calves. It was the center of culture and worship. The people had turned their backs on the almighty God and worshipped the golden calf. There lived people of great means, refined and sophisticated. There the people were jaded, jaded and shameless in their practices. That city was also the intellectual center of the kingdom. They had a school of prophets. If such a school existed today, it would be promoting all the theories and theologies that denied the inspiration of the Holy Scriptures.

On the other hand, what was done in Bethel socially influenced people in other places and, consequently, people followed the fashion that prevailed there in terms of dress, customs, ornaments and articles of use.

And it was precisely to such a place that this rural preacher, this prophet of God, arrived with a message - a strange message, different from that of any other prophet. Amos' manner of dress did not fit the style worn in Bethel, and neither did his message. He did not deliver the kind of message those people were used to hearing. In the king's chapel, sophisticated, moderate preachers of good intellectual level, but manifestly non-believers, who tried to pronounce sweetened words to console the people, usually spoke. But here a totally different man appeared. When Amos first came, the people looked at him with attention. But they were indulgent; of course, they were open-minded and tolerant, so they smiled at him. But observing his attire and general appearance, everyone except the prophet must have felt uncomfortable. He was not at all embarrassed and then caused a sensation, a stir. He had come out of the wilderness and at that moment presented himself in society. He had come out from among the sheep to introduce himself in an elegant place in Bethel, surrounded by well-groomed people. He had left the world of agriculture to enter the world of culture.

We believe that at first almost everyone went to listen to him. They must have thought he would not be able to preach, but they came to see him out of curiosity, convinced that he would have no message to communicate to them. They came to be entertained, but they left angry. They considered him a sensationalist preacher, because his sermons were not conceived in the style of Bethel. But today we will not find the record of the contrived messages of the preachers of that time, but we do have the messages and prophecy of Amos.

The prophet Amos preached the Word of God. Many people were moved and some turned to God, but the prophet disturbed the religious elements of that place. The organized religion of Bethel, the worship of the pagan god Baal and of the golden calf had united and shared the same objectives, as well as the same program. In other words, if you did not believe in anything, there was no reason to keep you away. And nowadays, many think this way: for example, if I don't believe in anything, and you share my disbelief—not believing in anything either—then we can get together and enjoy some fellowship. And in this syncretism, which is also characteristic of recent times, we can see that many try by all means to reconcile different doctrines and beliefs.

So Amos found himself in the middle of that organized religion that plotted to silence him and expel him from the city. We imagine that they even called a meeting to exchange impressions on how to get him out of the way or, in any case, to send him subtle threats of withdrawing their support if he did not agree to change his message or, at least, attenuate his radical vocabulary. And so, all the groups that, because of incompatibility with the content of his message, or because of envy before the power of popular convocation of the prophet, tried to undermine his figure and his prophetic ministry. But that man was approved and blessed by God, and he did not yield to pressures, insinuations or direct threats and continued preaching the Word of God.

We also imagine that all the disgruntled gathered together and despite their diversity, they all shared the same sentiment to remove the prophet Amos from his ministry, both publicly and privately. Perhaps it was Amaziah, a priest who had given himself to idolatry, who was appointed to channel these conspiratorial efforts. And this way of acting would not be unique or exclusive, but would be repeated throughout human history in the face of an annoying character, who refused to negotiate, to be flexible, inclusive and who would not compromise his beliefs in the face of the pressures of the established power. At that time, Amaziah was a kind of official or employee of the religious power of that kingdom. He was a cultured, refined, diplomatic man, in short, a classic example of a false saint.

Cleverly and subtly, Amaziah prepared a masterstroke. He turned to Jeroboam II and poisoned his mind against the prophet Amos. And he got the king to support him because he believed that church and state, that is, religion and politics should help each other. This is what happened: Let us read chapter 7 of this book, verses 10 and 11, which say: 10Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent to Jeroboam, king of Israel, saying, "Amos has risen up against you in the midst of the house of Israel; the land cannot bear all his words. 11For thus Amos has said, 'Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel shall be carried away captive out of his land.'" was this what Amos had said? No, he had said no such thing. His actual words expressed that God had said, as we read in verse 9, 9I will rise up with the sword upon the house of Jeroboam. If you follow the historical record, you will find that Amos' statement was true. It was unfortunate that King Jeroboam had not believed Amos because later his grandson was killed by the sword, ending his line of royal descent. It was true that Amos had said something about the sword and about Jeroboam, but the prophet had not said that Jeroboam personally would die by sword wound. The priest Amaziah was an ecclesiastical politician who was misrepresenting the truth, and that is the worst kind of lie.

And Amaziah, with hurtful sarcasm, trying to ridicule him, and with a condescending attitude said to Amos: "Seer, go away". In other words, he was calling Amos, "shepherd", he was mocking him. And what he said to him we can see it here in verse 12, of this chapter 7, where we read: And Amaziah said to Amos: Seer, go, flee to the land of Judah, eat your bread there and prophesy there. In reality he was saying to him, "Who told you that you were a preacher? Where is your degree? To what school did you go? Who ordained you for the ministry? Where did you preach before you came here? Get thee hence, O seer!" And so he told him, in other words, to get out of sight. And then Amaziah added: eat your bread there. Here he was hinting to Amos that the prophet was doing it simply for money and that he did not want to see him there anymore.

And then, let us read verse 13 to hear the greatest insult of all, but prophesy no more at Bethel, for it is the sanctuary of the king, and the capital of the kingdom. This was the culmination of Amaziah's insolence and arrogance. He then used a satire that was not only biting, but also pernicious. It was as if he had said to him, "You have spoken in the chief sanctuary of the kingdom, in the king's chapel, in the king's sanctuary, and the king is not pleased with you. Your message makes him uneasy. Actually, there are many people who don't like you. You don't use a very diplomatic method. You don't praise or flatter people. You don't patronize the rich and powerful. You are not respectful of the established order. You do not show dignity. You are forceful in your preaching and do not express yourself with elegant gestures. Even the sound of your voice is unpleasant and it is evident that you have not followed a course of communications or read profound writings".

It would be fitting now to hear the response that this great prophet of God presented, this man who preached the righteousness of God and the judgment of God. There were those who regarded him as a prophet fiery as fire, but let us observe how gentle and gracious he really was. Let us then read in this chapter 7 of this prophecy, and specifically, verses 14 and 15, which read: Then answered Amos and said to Amaziah: - I am not a prophet nor the son of a prophet, but I am a herdsman and gather wild figs. And the Lord took me from behind the herd, and said to me, "Go and prophesy to my people Israel." And then Amos continued with his message, in which he had very severe words to say to that man named Amaziah.
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We continue moving forward, through the book of Amos that we started in the previous chapter, in which we began our introduction to this book. We were commenting that the prophetic ministry of Amos took place during the reigns of Jeroboam II, king of Israel and Uzziah, king of Judah. He was contemporary with Jonah and Hosea, who were prophets in the northern kingdom or Israel, and with Isaiah and Micah, who were prophets in the southern kingdom, or Judah.

We said that we could consider him a man who came to the city from a very distant place. He came from Tekoa, which was situated on a chain of hills from which a terrible desert could be contemplated that continued to the shores of the Dead Sea. He was therefore born in Judah, in the southern kingdom, although he was a prophet before the northern kingdom. His message was delivered at Bethel, in the king's chapel.

Cleverly and subtly, the priest Amaziah prepared a masterstroke. He turned to Jeroboam II and poisoned his mind against the prophet Amos. And he got the king to support him because he believed that church and state, that is, religion and politics should help each other. This is what happened: Let us read chapter 7 of this book, verses 10 and 11, which say: 10Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent to Jeroboam, king of Israel, saying, "Amos has risen up against you in the midst of the house of Israel; the land cannot bear all his words. 11For thus Amos has said, 'Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel shall be carried away captive out of his land.'" was this what Amos had said? No, he had said no such thing. His actual words expressed that God had said, as we read in verse 9, 9I will rise up with the sword upon the house of Jeroboam. If you follow the historical record, you will find that Amos' statement was true. It was unfortunate that King Jeroboam had not believed Amos because later his grandson was killed by the sword, ending his line of royal descent. It was true that Amos had said something about the sword and about Jeroboam, but the prophet had not said that Jeroboam personally would die by sword wound. The priest Amaziah was an ecclesiastical politician who was misrepresenting the truth, and that is the worst kind of lie.

And Amaziah, with hurtful sarcasm, trying to ridicule him, and with a condescending attitude said to Amos: "Seer, go away". In other words, he was calling Amos, "shepherd", he was mocking him. And what he said to him we can see it here in verse 12, of this chapter 7, where we read: And Amaziah said to Amos: Seer, go, flee to the land of Judah, eat your bread there and prophesy there. In reality he was saying to him, "Who told you that you were a preacher? Where is your degree? To what school did you go? Who ordained you for the ministry? Where did you preach before you came here? Get thee hence, O seer!" And so he told him, in other words, to get out of sight. And then Amaziah added: eat your bread there. Here he was hinting to Amos that the prophet was doing it simply for money and that he did not want to see him there anymore.

And then, let us read verse 13 to hear the greatest insult of all, but prophesy no more at Bethel, for it is the sanctuary of the king, and the capital of the kingdom. This was the culmination of Amaziah's insolence and arrogance. He then used a satire that was not only biting, but also pernicious. It was as if he had said to him, "You have spoken in the main sanctuary of the kingdom, in the king's chapel, in the king's sanctuary, and the king is dissatisfied with you. Your message makes him uneasy. Actually, there are many people who don't like you. You don't use a very diplomatic method. You don't praise or flatter people. You don't patronize the rich and powerful. You are not respectful of the established order.

we want you to hear the answer that this great prophet of God presented, this man who preached the righteousness of God and the judgment of God. There were those who considered him to be a prophet as fiery as fire, but let us observe how gentle and gracious he really was. Let us then read in this chapter 7 of this prophecy, and specifically, verses 14 and 15, which read: Then answered Amos and said to Amaziah: - I am not a prophet nor the son of a prophet, but I am a herdsman and gather wild figs. And the Lord took me from behind the herd, and said to me, "Go and prophesy to my people Israel." And then Amos continued with his message, in which he had very severe words to say to that man named Amaziah.

Now we ask ourselves, does Amos' answer sound like that of a fanatic? Honestly, we have one criticism to make of the prophet, and that is that we consider that he was too naïve. His answer was simple, without malice. We could say that he responded with candor. There in the desert of Tecoa, he knew how he should behave. He could avoid the dangers of that desert, which was full of wild beasts, but in the asphalt jungle he was helpless and lost.

And by the way, let's say that in some aspects the world we live in resembles a real jungle, an asphalt jungle. Figuratively speaking, whether or not we hear the roars of a lion, there is always someone ready to destroy. Someone from whom, for prudence's sake, one should stay as far away as possible or treat with extreme caution. Sometimes we seem to hear one speaking as if we were hearing the hissing of a serpent, when we see that someone has a poisonous
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