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The following is a collection of stories, all
true, that were collected between 1988 and 2010. Some of the tall
tales could not be replicated


Lord Stanley’s Cup

>>>Stanley Cup has way more stories
than other trophies

There always is a sports championship trophy
presentation at the conclusion of Super Bowl, a ritual that one can
conclude that the National Football League borrowed from the NHL's
Stanley Cup ceremony. The NFL, MLB and the NBA now make the
championship trophy presentation on the gridiron, the diamond and
the court. The NHL has been doing that for years, but the Vince
Lombardi Trophy, the World Series trophy (Commissioner's Trophy)
and the Larry O’Brien Championship Trophy all lack the charm and
charisma of the Stanley Cup.

All are good-looking trophies, but once a
team wins the hardware, the trophy goes into retirement and a new
one is created for the next championship series.

The Stanley Cup has tales that go on and on.
The old mug was drop-kicked into the Rideau Canal and left stranded
in the ice. It was left in a photographer's studio and used as a
flower pot. The ownership of the New York Rangers burned Madison
Square Garden's mortgage in the Cup's bowl. A Montreal Canadiens
fan in 1961 tried to kidnap the Cup from a Chicago Stadium glass
showcase because he wanted to return it to Montreal, where it
belonged. In 1994, Eddie Olczyk took the Cup to Belmont Park race
track, filled the bowl with oats and let Kentucky Derby winner Go
for Gin eat out of it.

Stanley also has gone to war. In May 2007,
the Cup went to Kandahar, Afghanistan, as a morale booster, and has
visited wounded U.S. Marines at Camp Lejeune in North Carolina.

Stanley is a White House regular, having been
the guest of Ronald Reagan, George H. W. Bush, Bill Clinton, George
W. Bush, Barrack Obama, and Donald Trump. Stanley has been on the
Tonight Show, the Late Show with David Letterman, Meet the Press,
Late Night with Conan O’Brien, and was the object of affection of
the Denny Crane character in the Boston Legal television series,
which was written by David E. Kelly, whose father coached the World
Hockey Association's New England Whalers. It also has been in the
Rose Bowl Parade.

For an old guy -- Stanley was created in 1893
-- he sure gets around. No wonder other leagues' trophies look up
to Stanley for championship guidance.

No other trophy has such a rich history.
There is a new O’Brien Trophy made annually. Since 2004 the trophy
has been traveling, but there are no stories Larry could tell
Stanley. Larry lives a mundane existence.

The Commissioner's Trophy has been around
since 1967, but there are no stories the Commissioner could tell
Stanley.

It was not until 1970 that the "World
Championship Game Trophy" was renamed the Lombardi Trophy following
the death of legendary Green Bay Packers coach Vince Lombardi.

There is only one tale that can match any of
Stanley's sagas, and that came before Vince's time. The "World
Championship Game Trophy" that was given to the New York Jets
following the team's Super Bowl III victory against the Baltimore
Colts on Jan. 12, 1969 comes straight out of the Stanley Cup
strange-but-true stories.

The Jets organization got the trophy in a
postgame ceremony, but in all the excitement of winning, someone
forgot to take the trophy back to New York. It sat in one of the
locker rooms in the bowels of the Orange Bowl in Miami.

It was a story that could have been the equal
of some of Stanley's best tales, but the NFL doesn't push the past
history of the trophy.

"I am sure it was John Free's
(responsibility)," laughed one-time Jets trainer Jeff Snedeker
years later in discussing who was supposed to be in charge of
making sure the trophy accompanied the team on the trip back to New
York. Free's main job was making sure Jets quarterback Joe Namath
got out of stadiums safely. No one was told to take the trophy and
everyone seemed to follow orders. "He never did anything
right."

Neither Snedeker nor Free even knew the
trophy was gone, but someone discovered the trophy was missing when
the team got home.

I remember the guy that either went to get it
or brought it with him, his name was Tiger Ferraro," said Snedeker.
"I remember it was Tiger that brought it. I don't remember if they
sent him back or he was still there or they went back to the Orange
Bowl.

"They did forget the trophy."

Ferraro was sent back to Miami and retrieved
the trophy, which was sitting all alone in the Orange Bowl. No one
even bothered to move it after cleaning the locker room. Not even
Stanley was left behind by a team in a dressing room and stayed
overnight in a cold, damp locker room.

"Nobody expected us to win, so I guess they
were not prepared to get the trophy," said Snedeker, who as trainer
might have been responsible for making sure everything was taken
out of the room in Miami. "In the euphoria that followed the
trophy, it was probably the least of anybody's concern. Just that
we got it, we didn't have it physically was probably
immaterial."

The trophy eventually caught up with the Jets
and was present during a New York City Hall celebration.

Actually there is a story Vince could tell
that might make Stanley chuckle. After Baltimore Colts owner Jim
Irsay moved his team to Indianapolis in the snow on the night of
March 29, 1984, he had to return one of the franchise's most prized
possessions -- the Lombardi Trophy from Super Bowl V. The trophy
had to be returned after taking a trip on a moving van from
Indianapolis to Baltimore because Vince was owned by the city of
Baltimore.

The other leagues have watched NHL
celebrations for a long time and have borrowed a lot of the
tradition. There is only one Stanley, however, and while Vince is a
great trophy, it's a piece of hardware destined for a glass case,
unlike Stanley, who remains a megastar with a colorful past and a
busy schedule.


>>> Lombardi is nice, but Stanley
has real stories

Sometime after 10 p.m. ET on the first Sunday
of February, the Commissioner of the National Football League hands
the Vince Lombardi Trophy to the winner of Super Bowl.

The Lombardi Trophy will be presented inside
the arena, with the fans looking on. Sound familiar?

Yes, North America's three other major sports
leagues have taken one of the NHL's best features, namely the
on-ice presentation of the Stanley Cup and ensuing celebration.

The Lombardi Trophy is a nice hunk of
hardware, but it doesn't have the colorful history of the Stanley
Cup. There are numerous American Football League-National Football
League trophies around, and most of them sit behind glass in
various NFL team headquarters. Another is owned by the city of
Baltimore as the result of an agreement between Baltimore officials
and Indianapolis Colts management after Robert Irsay moved his
Colts to Indianapolis on March 29, 1984. The Baltimore Colts won
Super Bowl V in 1971.

Imagine for a second if Lord Stanley, Vince
Lombardi and Larry O'Brien (NBA trophy) were at a table eating
dinner along with the World Series Trophy and how the conversation
would go.

Stanley would hold court, no doubt, as the
tales of his life in silver would last well into the night. Stanley
was a flower pot, was kicked into the Rideau Canal, kidnapped by
Guy Lafleur, and went bar hopping in Edmonton.

Hall of Famer Clark Gillies let his dog eat
out of the bowl; after all, as Gillies pointed out, he was a good
dog. Red Kelly said his baby, Conn, did his business in the Cup
back in 1962. Gordie Howe once said teammate Larry Hale thought the
Cup was too nice and purposely dented it, just to give it a little
character. The Cup has been repaired in auto body shops after a
little too much partying.

And if Eddie Olczyk was at the table, he
could tell Vince, Larry and the World Series Trophy about the time
he took Stanley to Belmont Park, the thoroughbred racetrack in New
York, to meet the 1994 Kentucky Derby winner Go for Gin while the
horse was training at the track.

Olczyk's New York Rangers teammates were
parading the Cup around town after winning in 1994 when Olczyk got
an idea.

Why not take the Cup out to Belmont? Olczyk
liked racing, so he could combine celebrating the Cup win and being
at the track.

"Each guy got a day with the Stanley Cup,"
Olczyk said. "My day came and I got in on a Friday night and
brought it out to the Meadowlands Racetrack for a nice evening,
real quiet with a few friends, and the next day we had we had a
nice charity day out at Belmont where we raised money for Ice
Hockey in Harlem and the Backstretch Fund and I introduced the
Stanley Cup to Go for Gin and the trainer Nick Zito.

"I got a lot of world-wide attention. That
picture ended up being in the Japanese racing form, so it got a lot
of headlines."

That picture was of Go for Gin looking like
he was eating or drinking something from the bowl of the Cup, but
Olczyk insisted that was not the case. It is an urban legend -- at
least that's Olczyk's side of the story. Go for Gin never
commented. Nor did Stanley.

"He actually stuck his head in," Olczyk said.
"He never drank or ate anything out of it, contrary to other
reports. It was a great day and I will always know in history that
in that day Go for Gin was introduced to the Stanley Cup."

Olczyk admitted Stanley's meeting with the
1994 Kentucky Derby winner was not a random act. There was some
strategy behind his decision to introduce Stanley to the champion
horse.

"We were trying to think of a few good ideas
as far publicly-wise," Olczyk said. "People got a chance to take a
picture with the Cup and Nick Zito was kind enough to let us bring
the Cup over to his barn. There were a lot of radio-TV people there
and newspaper coverage. We thought it was the best thing -- Stanley
Cup champion meets the Kentucky Derby champion. It kind of worked
out real well."

Olczyk was a race horse owner and wanted to
become the first Stanley Cup winner and Kentucky Derby owner in
history. It hasn't happened yet, but if it did, he would like to
reprise his picture, except it would be Olczyk and the Kentucky
Derby Trophy, not a horse and Stanley.

"I would be very honored to hold one up (a
Kentucky Derby trophy) for maybe a horse I owned one day. I would
not mind taking a drink out of it (the Derby trophy) myself," he
said with a laugh.

Olczyk's deed was one of the first times the
Cup was used for a charitable purpose. People paid $5 a picture and
he raised some money, although at the time he was criticized for
his less-than-reverential attitude and respect for the Cup.

"For the positive things we did with it, I
don't know what was so wrong with it," said Olczyk. "You have seen
pictures in the past of players throwing it in their swimming
pools, Clark Gillies' dog ate out of it. Because it was New York
people built up a lot more. (Go for Gin) just stuck his head in it.
I would never do anything to disgrace the trophy at all; if
anything, we did a lot of good with it. We gave over $4,000 to Ice
Hockey in Harlem and $4,000 to the Backstretch Fund. So we raised
money and they had over 6,000 people extra at the racetrack."

Olczyk also pointed out that other sports
have borrowed from the NHL with on-field trophy presentations, and
with good reason. The Stanley Cup is communal -- even if the
visiting team wins the Cup at an opponent's rink, fans stay around
to see Stanley, and that has spread to other sports.

Stanley is the NHL's biggest star, and that's
not a slight to Gordie Howe, Bobby Orr, Wayne Gretzky or Mario
Lemieux, or today's big names. Stanley is Stanley. People rush to
see Stanley and embrace Stanley.

"I think that's great," he said of how other
sports have incorporated the NHL Stanley Cup presentation. "I think
that's something that people feel they are part of it and show the
true feeling of it and how everybody is a part of it."

Major League Baseball has followed the NHL's
lead and is touring the World Series Trophy. That trophy went to
Asia; the NBA has sent out the O'Brien Trophy to various functions.
The Stanley Cup, though, is a megastar. Stanley is more than just a
trophy; it's a guest on late night American TV talk shows, it has
appeared in TV shows like "Boston Legal," and as a fundraiser.

Vince, Lawrence and the World Series Trophy
are nice keepsakes, but they have a long way to go to catch up to
Stanley, who for an old guy keeps a busy schedule. Vince eventually
will live in a trophy case and it will be a nice, easy life. The
World Series Trophy ended up in the Bronx, living a sedate life and
both are replaced annually.

Stanley? His travels will take him far and
near throughout the year, and undoubtedly Stanley will have new
tales to tell Vince, Larry and the World Series Trophy.

That's just the way Stanley lives.


>>>A costly dip in the pool for
Stemkowski

Pete Stemkowski may have knocked in the
game-winning goal for the Leafs in 1967.

Everyone knows who scored the Stanley Cup
game-winning goal. It's pretty easy to pick out. Someone shoots and
he either scores or the goaltender makes the stop and someone puts
in the rebound. It’s cut and dry.

But just who really did score the goal to
give the Toronto Maple Leafs Lord Stanley's Cup back on May 2,
1967?

Toronto won the game, beating Montreal 3-1
with Jim Pappin being credited with the game-deciding tally at the
19:24 of the second period. George Armstrong scored an empty-net
tally with 47 seconds left to clinch the Cup. But did Pappin really
score the goal? Or did someone else net the clincher in Game 6?

Video replays show Pappin's shot was
deflected, hitting Pete Stemkowski in what appears to be the
derriere. Stemkowski always thought he felt something hit him in
front of the net, but no one bothered to check TV replays back in
1967. Besides, the puck did go into the net and the Maple Leafs
held off the Canadiens to win the Cup.

"I think I scored the goal, but I don't know
whether I scored the goal," Stemkowski recalled. "At the time that
the goal was scored, they said I scored the goal. But I have seen
the replay since ... years later ... they didn't have replays or
things like that then.

"I still don't know whether I scored the
goal. It was a crazy thing. Jim Pappin shot the puck from in front
of the net. Terry Harper and myself were standing (in front of the
net) and it hit something and went into the net."

Here's where the story gets really murkier.
It seems that Pappin had a lot riding on the goal.

"I could have taken credit for that goal,
because it was not obvious who scored it and had the winning goal
in the Stanley Cup game," Stemkowski said. "The fella who scored
the goal, Jimmy Pappin, came up to me after and said 'Hey listen, I
got a big, big bonus riding on this. Did you really touch that
puck?' I said, 'I felt something, I felt something Jimmy.' And he
said, 'Well look between you and I just say you didn't feel a darn
thing.' So I went over to the referee and said 'Well I don't think
I really touched that puck.'

"Jim Pappin got credit for that goal, got a
$10,000 bonus and put a swimming pool in his backyard and you know
what the guy was real generous. He let me swim in that pool anytime
I wanted the rest of the summer. So that was my reward for scoring
a goal that I didn't score."

Stemkowski has never gotten to the bottom of
just how that puck ended up in the Canadiens net. He looked for a
bruise on his body as a sign the puck hit him, but there was no
bruise or black and blue mark. Then he bought the video copy of the
1967 Stanley Cup Final looking for evidence. But there was no
answer there, at least in his mind.

"They advertised the video tapes of the
1966-67 Stanley Cup and out of the blue I said I'll get out my Visa
card and get this darn thing and maybe it will show it. And I have
gone over that tape time and time again. I have had friends look at
that thing, slow it down and everything and it’s still not
conclusive as to who scored that goal," said Stemkowski. "I could
have been a real unfriendly teammate in that situation and been in
the record books in the NHL scoring the winning goal in the Stanley
Cup. But I don't even know whether or not I even got an assist on
the Stanley Cup winning goal."

But there is more to Stemkowski and the Game
Six goal saga. Pappin built his pool, but Stemkwoski ran into a
problem with his swimming rights.

Jim Pappin is credited with the goal that
captured the 1967 Stanley Cup for Toronto.

"I got to swim in Jimmy Pappin's pool. Wasn't
that wonderful? He was real nice to me," Stemkwoski joked. "You
know he got traded next year, so I got one summer of enjoyment in
Jimmy Pappin's pool. He sold the house and the pool with it, so
that was my reward for being a nice guy."

The new owners of Pappin's house and pool
didn’t seem to care that Stemkwoski had perpetual swimming rights.
He never went to the Toronto neighborhood again.

"The house was next to Bob Pulford's house.
He was such a grouch; he never put a smile on his face. So it
wasn't exactly the friendliest neighborhood. Pappin and Pulford,
who played on my two sides, these were two that were neighbors and
drove to the games together. Never spoke, hated each other's guts,
yet they spent so much time in each other's company."

So Pappin got the goal, the money and the
pool. Stemkowski felt something though. "I thought I felt a twinge.
It could have been Harper kicking me or whatever. But the puck
changed directions from the corner in front, dang it was in the
net. And the referee skated over to the scorer's table and said
give it to Stemkowski.

"They made the announcement and Pappin gave
me a little nudge in the ribs and says did you really touch that
puck? I got 10 grand riding on it, so would you please kindly say
you didn't?"

"In those days we used to steal goals,"
Stemkowski explained. "I had a deal with Dale Rolfe when we were
with the Rangers. Anything close in front of the net, he didn't
have a bonus, he was a defenseman. I used to have a bonus for
goals. There were deals in those days between forwards and
defensemen.

"But it's Pappin's goal. Let him have it.
He's in the books and what did I get out of it? A handshake, a
thank you and a swim in a swimming pool."

Oh yeah, and a Stanley Cup.


>>> Orr was real-life Superman for
the Bruins

It doesn't seem that it is almost a half
century since the photo of Bobby Orr flying through the air after
he scored the game-winning overtime goal to give the Boston Bruins
the franchise's first Stanley Cup in 29 years was snapped.

The Bruins beat the St. Louis Blues, and Orr
forever was frozen in a picture like Superman. And the truth was,
for the Boston Bruins, Bobby Orr was Superman.

Bruins ownership will salute that team March
18 prior to a game against the Pittsburgh Penguins.

Between 1941 and 1970, there were some years
when the Bruins were the worst squad in the NHL. There also were
missed opportunities -- in 1958, Boston lost to Montreal in the
Stanley Cup Final.

There were two key components to the Bruins'
turnaround from NHL doormats to Stanley Cup champions. Orr joined
the Bruins in 1966, four years after Boston signed him to a contact
when he was 14 years old. Bruins General Manager Milt Schmidt also
engineered a trade with Chicago, sending Pit Martin, Gilles Marotte
and Jack Norris to the Blackhawks for Phil Esposito, Ken Hodge and
Fred Stanfield in June 1967.

Esposito and Orr blended perfectly. Esposito
would plant himself in front of the net and pick up a good many
goals that were set up by Orr. By the 1969-70 season, Boston had
all the ingredients needed to field a championship team.

Boston beat the New York Rangers in six games
in the opening round of the 1970 playoffs, then swept Tony Esposito
and the Chicago Blackhawks in the semis. Next up was the St. Louis
Blues, the winners of the Western Conference playoffs. Boston won
the first three games of the series. Game 4 in St. Louis went into
overtime with the score tied at 3-3.

"It was my biggest thrill in hockey as far as
a team thrill is. I mean, you have some personal thrills that you
have done, but as far as my team is concerned and my biggest thrill
in hockey, that was it," said Esposito. "That first Stanley Cup in
Boston, when Bobby scored in overtime, it was dramatic and it was
so fitting that he scored the goal because he was really the
greatest player of his era, of his time, and up until recently I
always thought he was the greatest player I ever saw until Wayne
(Gretzky) made a believer out of me.

"My biggest thrill was winning that Stanley
Cup. The party after was unbelievable. I will never forget the
parade and the feeling -- you know, you watch these guys on TV
after the Super Bowl, after the World Series, after the National
Basketball Association championship and the Stanley Cup and the
guys really don't know what to say. They say, 'This is
unbelievable, this is just the greatest thrill.' I'll tell you,
that is just the way it is. You just have no idea the high that you
have at that moment winning that championship. It is the greatest
feeling."

But in Esposito's case, what should have been
the greatest feeling after Orr scored wasn't the case. You see,
Esposito was on the bench when Orr put the puck past Glenn Hall
into the St. Louis net, yet he was injured on the play.

"Actually, I can remember it pretty plainly,"
he said. "Somebody shot the puck around the boards, Bobby stopped
it. I believe it was Donnie Awrey shot it right around the boards.
Bobby went to the right boards and stopped the puck from going out
(of the zone). It might have been a St. Louis Blue who was trying
to clear the puck.

"Derek (Sanderson) went into the corner and
Bobby passed it into the corner for him and Bobby headed for the
net. It was a give and go which we used to practice an awful lot
and Derek took three strides to his left and hit Bobby and (St.
Louis defenseman) Noel Picard was tripping Bobby and Bobby, as he
was flying through the air, just flipped the puck past Glenn
Hall.

"Glenn Hall went to poke check and dipped his
right shoulder and put the stick out and the puck went right over
and Bobby just went sailing through the air. It is a wonder he did
not fall flat on his face the way he was sailing through the air. I
don't think any of us would have felt it."

Esposito got hurt moments later

"I remember I got so excited I went to jump
over the boards and I caught my leg and fell flat on my head," he
laughed. "I remember the guys were stomping on me. We were all
trying to get out to Bob and Derek because it was really the most
exciting I ever -- my father was there, too. And that was a big
thrill for me."

It took a little while for the injured
Esposito to join the pile on the ice where the celebration was
going on.

"Oh yeah, I fell flat on my head, and usually
when I fall like that, I will hit my nose because it is the biggest
thing that protrudes on me. But I did hit my forehead, so I must
have tucked my nose in. I had a big lump on it. I remember I had a
big bruise on it.

"I don't know. One of the guys may have
grabbed my leg, too. I would not have been surprised."

The 1969-70 Boston Bruins were an offensive
powerhouse. Orr led the League in scoring during the regular season
and became the first player in NHL history to win the Art Ross,
Hart, Norris and Conn Smythe trophies in one season. Esposito set
records with 13 goals and 27 points in 14 playoff games. It was Orr
who finished the Blues, and the picture of Orr flying through the
air remains one of the greatest sports photos in history.


>>> What's in a name?

The final payoff for winning a Stanley Cup is
for a player to get his name engraved on the grand, old trophy.
It’s the culmination of a dream that started as a youngster of
maybe 2-3- or 6-years-old on a frozen pond in Canada, or on a rink
in Southern California or somewhere in the Czech Republic,
Slovakia, Finland, Sweden or Russia.

The Anaheim Ducks are currently celebrating
their 2007 championship, with each player and coach getting a day
to spend with the Cup. But, pretty soon, it will be that time of
year when a part owner of Montreal’s Boffey Promotions, Louise St.
Jacques, hammers individuals letters into the Cup and “engraves”
the names of those who just went through a long regular season and
four rounds of the playoffs and came out on top. The Cup finally
gets a rest from its long summer travels and gets updated and the
players anxiously wait for the alterations because they will
finally see their names on the lower ring of the Cup.

Here’s a word of advice for Anaheim Ducks
players; carefully check the spelling of the names on the Cup
because Boffey’s stampers aren’t always perfect.

Just ask Adam Deadmarsh.

Deadmarsh was the Quebec Nordiques’ top pick
in the 1993 Draft, taken 14th overall, and was a big part of the
Colorado Avalanche 1995-96 Stanley Cup championship run. During the
regular season, the 20-year-old right wing had 21 goals and 27
assists and gave the Avalanche needed toughness. In the playoffs,
Deadmarsh had a strong run with five goals and 12 assists in 22
games. So Deadmarsh was not a guy who lacked credentials to get his
name spelled correctly on the Cup.

Those on the 2006-07 Stanley Cup champion
Anaheim Ducks need to be reminded of Deadmarsh and his Stanley Cup
tale because it could happen to them. Deadmarsh was somewhat
startled to see the spelling of his name on the Cup when Avalanche
players finally got to see the Cup prior to the 1996-97 Stanley Cup
banner ceremony in Denver. Deadmarsh became Deadmarch and that
caused a little problem. The name was misspelled.

“Definitely growing up in Canada, I think
it’s the dream of every youngster (to win the Cup and carry it on
ice and see their name on the trophy) and they spelled it wrong,”
Deadmarsh chuckled about the first time he saw the Cup. “It was
kind of funny at first and it was a big joke and then we started
thinking of it and we were, gee, we are wondering are they going to
fix that? It was kind of frustrating at first.

“They spelled it with a ‘ch’ at the end
instead of an ‘sh’ and it gave me a new nickname on the team, Dead
March instead of Deadmarsh. I guess that kind of stuff happens if
someone spells your name wrong on the Cup.”

Deadmarsh wasn’t alone in that many players
and even teams previously had their names misspelled, but he is
unique in that his became the first misspelled name that was
corrected by St. Jacques. However, it’s quite obvious to anyone who
has laid eyes on Lord Stanley’s trophy that the mistake was made.
But St. Jacques, who has had busy summers since 1989, not only
engraves the Cup, she also creates the 13-inch replica Cups given
to players and other team officials. In 1994, she also created a
replica of the Cup so that Hockey Hall of Fame visitors can see a
Cup should the traveling Cup be on tour.

“Yeah, they did a pretty good job, but you
can tell it’s been fixed, but the effort was there,” said Deadmarsh
of the correction. “I don’t know (how you fix the mistake), they
did a good job on it, they just stamped a C over the S. I think
they might have grinded it down a bit, I don’t know what they did,
but I am glad they did fix it.”

There have been numerous misspellings
engraved onto the Stanley Cup over the years. Some of these
mistakes have been corrected while others still remain.

Deadmarsh and his teammates started to really
take a good look at the Cup and see if there were other mistakes
and sure enough, Deadmarsh and his Colorado mates did find some
misspellings which made him feel a little bit better.

“Actually after we’d seen that, we looked
around to see if we could find any others. There are one or two
others that guys pointed out, so I didn’t feel so bad,” said
Deadmarsh. “There are a few X’s on there, I guess worse has
happened.”

What they found was interesting. The 1983-84
Edmonton Oilers panel has one named completely X’d out. Oilers
owner Peter Pocklington decided to put his father’s name on the Cup
after his. The problem was that Basil Pocklington had nothing to do
with the hockey team and the NHL ordered his name off the Cup.
Today, the name has X’s on it.

The New York Islanders 1980-81 panel looks
fine until the word “Ilanders” appears. That mistake was never
corrected.

In 2002, Detroit Red Wings goaltender Manny
Legace became Manny Lagace. That mistake was corrected.

In 1929, Boston Bruins player-coach Cy
Denneny is featured twice in the Bruins panel, once as coach and
once as a player. The panel features two spellings of Denneny’s
name, one correctly and the other as Cy Dennenny.

Carl Poul Peterson took over as the engraver
in 1947. In 1952, he missed on two members of the Detroit Red
Wings. Coach Tommy Ivan is listed as Nivan and Alex Delvecchio
became Alex Belvecchio.

In 1964, the Toronto Maple “Leaes” won the
Cup.

In 1972, the “Bqstqn” Bruins took home Lord
Stanley’s mug.

Montreal’s Jacques Plante was a great
goaltender but Peterson, who was engraving his name into the
Stanley Cup, failed to take notice. His name is misspelled five
times.

In 1975, Montreal’s Bob Gainey became Bob
Gainy.

The 1996 triumph was the only Cup victory for
Deadmarsh, who wound up in Los Angeles in February 2001 as part of
a deal that sent Rob Blake to the Avalanche. Deadmarsh would help
lead the Kings to an upset victory against the Detroit Red Wings in
the opening round of the 2001 Stanley Cup Playoffs, but the Kings
ended up losing in the next round to Deadmarsh’s former Colorado
teammates. The Avalanche would go onto win the Cup. Deadmarsh
retired in September 2005 because of two concussions.

“I don’t think it was that big a deal,”
Deadmarsh said of the misspelling. “At the time, I was kind of
disappointing because you always dream of having your name on there
and when they spell it wrong, it’s kind of shocker but they fixed
it. They fixed it and now it’s over with.”


>>>After You Win a Cup, Plan an
Escape Route

 


 


Winning the Stanley Cup means a big party. It
is a big civic celebration for the team that won the Stanley Cup
and while it is a party atmosphere, it also puts the wraps on a
season and it is a bittersweet way to say goodbye to teammates for
the summer and possibly forever.


There have been some wild celebrations over
the years but Derek Sanderson recalled the 1970 Boston Bruins civic
celebration with some trepidation. It seems Bostonians and others
who made it into the city went a bit overboard in celebrating the
Bruins first Cup since 1941.

 


Boston swept the St. Louis Blues in four
games and won the Cup in St. Louis. They flew home without any
problems and the team was given a parade and that was a major
problem for Sanderson and his teammates.


"First of all, when we won it in 1970, it was
a unique experience because no one had ever experienced it before,"
said Sanderson. "It had been 29 years since Boston had done it.
They came out in huge crowds, about 400,000 people, I remember
(Bruins captain) Johnny Bucyk. He was very protective of the Cup,
he probably ended up in a police van. I myself was in a car with
Bobby Orr. They started ripping our clothes off and I got a little
panicky. We were bumping along, you can't really drive, the people
were in waves, they were 30, 40 deep, the back row pushes to get in
front and the guy in the front row can't stand the mob.


"They are bumping into the car and going
under the tires so I jumped out. I jumped in a paddy wagon, it was
the first time I was ever in one and I am glad to say, the only
time. I went in there and there were two cops in there and they
said it is crazy out there. So I stayed in the paddy wagon.


"The paddy wagon was there on the corner for
any of those who were drunk or causing a disturbance and I said,
hey there it is, that's my out. It was the only protective vehicle
around. So I jumped in, I fought my way through the crowd for about
six or seven yards and opened up the back door and the cop was
there and let me in.


"Perfect."


Sanderson got away, his teammates stayed in
the parade as best they could but for Sanderson, the quietness of a
paddy wagon was just the thing he wanted.


"This was a smart play. They (the fans) had
overwhelmed the parade and stopped it to a standstill. That's when
Chief (Bucyk) had to take the Cup and get out. A lot of guys did.
They just started to disperse.


"The celebrations are the craziness of it all
and it is kind of anti-climactic really," the one time Bruins
center said. "The winning of it, the road there was memorable and
actually when it was over, the party and the spraying of champagne.
I always thought the spraying of the champagne was the dumbest
thing. It stings your eyes, it's sticky, it smells, it's stupid. So
I never did that. I drank chocolate milk after the one in 1970 and
went in and joined the team. Everybody was hooting and hollering
and screaming and shouting. It was fun, it was really a lot of
fun."


Boston lost in the playoffs in 1971 but won
the 1972 Stanley Cup in New York after beating the Rangers. The
Bruins flew back right after beating the Rangers and Sanderson knew
that getting out of Logan Airport in Boston might be a problem
after the team returned from New York and had to come up with a
plan just in case Bruins fans decided to greet the team at
Logan.


Sure enough, Sanderson was correct. The
airport was flooded with partying Bruins fans.


"The second one in 72, we won in New York. So
what we did, we came back on Eastern Airlines and the terminal was
mob," he remembered. "I noticed they parked the plane and they shut
it down and we were looking out trying to speculate what to do and
I saw a kid on the wing. Some kid, a fan, climbed up and was
tapping on the window. This was crazy.


"So what we used to do is let Bobby go first
and Phil Esposito, let those guys go first and the fans would mob
them and the lesser lights, we could sneak away but not in this
instance."


That got Sanderson a bit worried but he
became very resourceful. He needed an escape plan and got an
idea.


"So what I saw was a sky cap about to truck
up and he come off to the side. It was a kid with these big
overalls on, a baseball cap, those big earphones on and the sticks
for directing the planes in. I had in those days was an expensive
top coat, an $800 top coat and I said give me your overalls and you
can take the top coat.


"So the kid says okay. He took the top coat
and I put the Eastern Airlines baseball hat, the earphones on put
on the overalls, zipped her upped, grabbed the beer and went
downstairs. No one bothered me, I walked right through everybody.
No one ever paid any attention to me just because I had the Eastern
Airlines overalls on me. Nobody recognized me. They had parked in
Callahan Tunnel which is about four miles away and they just left
their cars in there.


"It was a zoo. It was an exciting time. It
was crazy."


Sanderson became the equivalent of a lunch
pail guy in 1972 in describing his getaway.


"Skycap, kind of like that but I am more of a
maintenance guy," he said. "I ended up going into the maintenance
shed and sit down there with the crew, with the mechanics until the
crowd left. The mechanics, they were fans too and we had a lot of
laughs and told stories until it was about 1 in the morning and
then I got out of there. It was fine."

 


Sanderson never saw his coat again but it was
worth the price of giving it up. He eluded the crowd.


Players today would never be mobbed inside
the airport because of tight security regulations but Sanderson
does have some advice for players for don't like crowds like him
after winning the Stanley Cup.


Plan your escape route.


 


"For the parade. The parade is crazy for any
given town," he laughed.

 


>>> Phil Bourque has name etched
inside the Cup, too

 


The Stanley Cup always seems to be on the go,
especially in the summer with its very busy travel schedule.
Players whose team wins the Cup get to keep it for a day and often
want to party with the trophy. The Pittsburgh Penguins won the Cup
in 1991 and 1992 and Penguins players added to the Cup's legend by
taking it for a swim in Mario Lemieux's pool — and breaking it.


Because it broke, Phil Bourque ended up with
his name on both the outside and inside of the Cup.


"I was trying to start a little tradition,"
said Bourque, now a broadcaster for the Penguins. "I just kind of
etched my name on the inside and put the team I was with, the year
I won it and put in quotations, 'Enjoy it.'"


Hanging out with the Cup is the reward for
winning 16 games in the playoffs. The Penguins missed the
postseason in 1989-90 partially due a back injury that sidelined
Lemieux for a good portion of the season. There were changes after
the Penguins missed the playoffs for a seventh time in eight years:
Pittsburgh hired Bob Johnson as coach, selected Jaromir Jagr fifth
in the 1990 Entry Draft and added former New York Islanders star
Bryan Trottier, a four-time Cup winner, for his leadership
skills.

 


With all of those moves, Pittsburgh was still
struggling. After 31 games, the Penguins were nine points out of a
postseason berth. But General Manager Craig Patrick made some key
trades, picking up defenseman Larry Murphy and forward Scott Young.
Then, in March, Patrick acquired Ron Francis, Ulf Samuelsson and
Grant Jennings from the Hartford Whalers for John Cullen, Zarley
Zalapski and Jeff Parker. That deal turned around the season and
helped Pittsburgh head into the playoffs with some momentum.


Pittsburgh beat New Jersey in seven games in
the first round, took out Washington in five games in Round 2, beat
Boston in six games in the Eastern Conference Finals and needed six
games to beat Minnesota to win the Stanley Cup. It had been a long
season and after it was done, it was time for Bourque and his
teammates to "enjoy it."


The Cup spent a night partying at Lemieux's
house, and the players decided to cool it off by taking it for a
swim. The Cup was presumably dried off and handed to the next
player or coach or executive with the organization. By the time it
got to Bourque, he heard something rattling inside the Cup and knew
it needed a repair job.


"It was by accident," Bourque recalled. "We
were allowed to have it for a week, or three or four days. When I
got the Cup there was a bolt that was loose on the inside. It is
very easy to take the bottom off of it and when I took the bottom
off, I proceeded to fix the loose nut, and I noticed some French
names that were carved inside. They had repaired the Cup in the
1940s and that is where I got the idea from."


"I just etched it in with a screw driver.
There was nothing malicious or anything like that. It was just a
little thing I started and hopefully it will continue. The bottom
is just a little plastic thing that comes off with three or four
bolts, and I was trying to repair it."


Going inside the Stanley Cup can be a little
tricky, but that was no problem for Bourque.


"I had it right in the middle of my living
room floor, so there was plenty of light. We got it on video tape
too," Bourque said.


But isn't the Stanley Cup fragile? Shouldn't
it be handled only by experienced people who repair trophies for a
living?


"No, there is not much to break," said
Bourque. "There are only two pieces, the bottom and the rest of the
Cup. I wanted to make sure I put it back together."


So if anyone wants to go inside the Cup, they
will find an unexpected name.


"It says Phil Bourque, Pittsburgh Penguins,
90-91, Enjoy it!" said Bourque.


And enjoy it the Penguins did. As far as the
Cup taking a dip in the pool, well, Stanley needs some swimming
lessons.


"It doesn't float," Bourque said. "We put it
in Mario's pool and it sinks in a matter of 10 seconds. We didn't
want to hurt it because you got to respect the Cup, but you want
have some fun with it too."


Bourque knew a lot of the old stories about
the Cup, about how Clark Gillies took the Cup home with him after
the Islanders beat the Philadelphia Flyers in 1980 and let his dog
eat out of it. He also knew the story of Red Kelly's infant son
Conn, who Red suspected took care of his business while he was
posing for pictures.


"I am sure there are more stories than you
can fit right now that a lot of guys don't want to talk about,"
Bourque chuckled. "We never abused it, we did some fun things with
it – again, Mario's pool and drinking out of it, that is the
historic thing to do, babies sitting in it, dogs eating out of it.
Everybody has done all of that.


"I got it from (Penguins executive and one
time NFL defensive back) Paul Martha. You have maybe hundreds or
thousands of people handling it and after a while, things are going
to come loose inside and when I got it, it was like that and I just
wanted to fix it."


As far as anyone can tell, Bourque is the
only player to have his name etched on the outside panels of the
Cup and inside the trophy as well.

 


>>>Lafleur steals the Cup

 


Winning the Stanley Cup has its privileges.
For instance, players get to spend a day with the trophy that, if
it could talk, would spin tales about the life it has lead since
1893.

 


One of those stories took place in late May
of 1978 following the Montreal Canadiens' Game Six victory over the
Boston Bruins, which gave the Canadiens another Cup. It was the
third-straight time that Guy Lafleur and his teammates won the Cup,
but Lafleur apparently had some very different ideas about how he
wanted to celebrate another Montreal triumph.

He wanted to steal the Cup and smuggle it to
his childhood home so he could celebrate the Canadiens' 23rd
championship and his fourth Cup.

 


"We went out the night we won it through the
city of Montreal," Lafleur said. "The next day, what we did, we
went to Toe Blake's tavern and Claude Mouton, the PR guy for the
Montreal Canadiens, had the Cup and went in. So we brought the Cup
in and had a set of keys made for the car of Claude Mouton. So we
steal the car and we steal the Cup."

 


Guy Lafleur kidnapped the Stanley Cup on May
26, 1978. It was an inside job all the way, although Lafleur wasn't
spilling the beans despite the fact that the statute of limitations
had long run out.


Lafleur claimed he thought up the scheme by
himself and had no accomplices, although there are a bunch of holes
in his story. The first, the fact no one seemed too worried on May
26 that the Cup mysteriously disappeared from Toe Blake's place
near the Montreal Forum. It was last seen in Toe Blake's place (a
place that probably had its share of Cup stories, after all Blake
won a few Cups as a player and eight coaching the Habs) and might
have been on its way to Yvan Cournoyer's La Brassiere tavern for
another party, but no one noticed that the Cup was gone.

 


No one noticed that Lafleur wasn't around
either.

 


Second, what about the getaway car and how
easy it was to get away from the scene of the theft?

"They started to worry about it the next
day," Lafleur laughed. "They wondered where the Cup was, but I
brought it back two days later."

There was an elaborate plan hatched to snatch
the Cup that involved some people, perhaps some of Lafleur's
teammates or someone in the Canadiens front office, or both. Again
Lafleur did not name names and there is some indication that
Mouton, through circumstantial evidence, might have been in on the
scheme although again, Lafleur was not giving up anybody. Mouton
didn't call the Montreal police to report that his car was not
where he left it near Blake's St. Catherines street bar.

 


"He found the car. He really thought somebody
from the team stole the car. He had a phone call and the guy was
telling him where it was parked," said Lafleur. "But there was no
Cup in there."

Mouton found his car but not the Cup.
Meanwhile the Cup was headed in another direction. Northeast to
Quebec City and more specifically Thurso, where Lafleur grew
up.

 


"He didn't phone the police," said Lafleur.
"One of my friends brought (the Cup) to my place (in Montreal) that
night and the next day, I went to my parents' place (with the Cup
safely secured in his car) and everybody was very happy about it,
especially the old man and all of his friends. It was nice. We took
pictures, all kind of pictures, with family and friends. The Cup
was right in the backyard, sitting in the grass."


Lafleur's heist of the Cup may have in a way
laid the foundation for today's custom where each player gets the
Cup for a day.

 


Getting Claude Mouton's car keys was the
linchpin to the scheme. Had Lafleur not been able to get Mouton's
keys, there would have been no kidnapping of the Cup.

 


"My friend had a set made and he gave me a
copy of it," he said.

 


But Mouton brought the Cup into Toe Blake's
and left the tavern with the Cup in this hand. For some reason,
Mouton went back in and left the car unattended, giving Lafleur his
opportunity to seize the car and the Cup. But it's unclear who
actually drove what became the getaway car.

 


"We waited until Claude Mouton put the Cup
back in his car. We waited," said Lafleur with a smile. "It took
quite a while but it was worth it. We did it for fun. We deserved
it."

Lafleur had a great 1977-78 regular season.
He led the NHL in scoring with 60 goals, 72 assists and 130 points.
The Canadiens won 59 games, lost 10 and tied 11, easily leading the
League in points with 129. The Canadiens beat Detroit in the
Stanley Cup opener in five games, swept Toronto and finished off
the Bruins in six games. Lafleur was also the NHL's Hart Trophy
Winner as the league's most valuable player. Lafleur was a scoring
machine during the Canadiens' 1970s glory years as he was the first
player to score 50 goals and have 100 or more points in six
straight seasons.

 


Nearly three decades later, Lafleur and his
associates would not be able to pull off the heist and kidnap the
Stanley Cup. The NHL zealously guards Lord Stanley of Preston's
traveling Cup and no one goes near the original Cup, the one that
really has stories, which rests in Toronto at the Hockey Hall of
Fame. Even Lafleur, who pulled off the prank, understands why the
NHL and the Hockey Hall of Fame watches over the Cup to make sure
his stunt will never be repeated although it did add yet another
colorful story to North America's most prestigious trophy.

 


"Now today what they do is all over the
place, they show it to the people, the fans, the fans really
appreciate it," he said.

Lafleur's family and friends had the Cup for
a day, and in a way, Lafleur may have laid the foundation for
today's Cup celebrations where each player gets the Cup to show off
for a day. Lafleur would have one more chance to show off the
Cup.

 


In 1979, the Canadiens beat the New York
Rangers in five games to win the Cup. The Canadiens won a
fourth-straight Cup, but it was the final one for that group. Coach
Scotty Bowman, goaltender Ken Dryden and two players with links
back to the glory days of the late 1960s, Jacques Lemaire and
Cournoyer, all left. Lafleur had his last great season in 1979-80
scoring 50 goals but it would not be until 1986, a year and a half
after Lafleur's first retirement, that the Canadiens would raise
another Cup. Ironically, it was the same Cup that Lafleur had
kidnapped in 1978.

 


 


Playoffs


>>> OT playoff hockey is just that
-- sudden death


If there is one given about the Stanley Cup
Playoffs from year to year it is this: There will be one game that
will become a classic contest, not necessarily because of a great
effort by one individual player, not because of a player making a
guarantee, but because the game will be decided in double, triple
or longer overtime.

The longest NHL game on record was played
March 24, 1936. Detroit's Mud Bruneteau scored at 16:30 of the
sixth overtime to give the Red Wings a 1-0 win against the Montreal
Maroons in the first game of a best of five semifinal series. In
the 2008 playoffs, the Dallas Stars and San Jose Sharks played the
eighth-longest game in NHL history. Brendan Morrow scored in the
fourth overtime -- at 69:03 of extra time -- to give the Stars a
2-1 victory against the Sharks in Game 6 of the series. Morrow's
game winner put the Stars into the Western Conference Finals.

Pat Lafontaine was in one of those long games
back in 1987. The April 18, 1987 contest between the New York
Islanders and the Washington Capitals is the 10th-longest game in
NHL history and it also happened to be a Game 7. The Caps opened up
a 3-1 series lead, but New York won Game 5 at the Cap Center and
Game 6 on Long Island to force the Game 7 showdown back at the Cap
Center.

The game started shortly after 7:30 p.m. ET
and there was no hint after the first period that the game was
going to become a classic, as Washington took a 1-0 lead on Mike
Gartner's late-period goal. The Islanders' Pat Flatley tied it in
the second. Grant Martin gave the Caps a 2-1 lead late in the
second, but in the third Bryan Trottier tied it at 2-2.

Islanders goaltender Kelly Hrudey and Caps
netminder Bob Mason had superb games, and both got better as the
overtime wore on.

"There are not too many events that culminate
in a seventh game," said Lafontaine. "In hockey, the tradition
behind it, the excitement behind it, the passion behind it. The one
I remember the most is that four-overtime game and I went to bed
when Dallas and San Jose (in 2008) were playing and I remember
waking up early in the morning and I was wondering who won that
game. That brought back memories -- it was 2 o'clock in the morning
and it was a Game 7 and I will never forget spinning around and
just shooting and hitting the post and the guys just jumping up and
down."

But the oddest thing about sudden-death
overtime Game 7 is that it is sudden death for both teams. The game
just ends after a goal is scored and that's it.

"And it is unlike other sports -- you get to
shake hands after," Lafontaine said. "You have all of this emotion,
all of this excitement and it is going on for hours and all of a
sudden, the net pops and it is this almost surreal moment where
(it's like), what just happened, and hopefully you are on the
winning side.

"Then it is pure elation. We were jumping
around for a minute, then it just hit us and we were shot."

There is nothing else in North American
sports like an overtime Game 7 in hockey. In a blink of the eye, a
game can end.

"What makes it special? Baseball goes seven
games, basketball goes seven games. The reality, the overtime in
basketball Game 7, it is just overtime (five minutes). In baseball,
I guess a Kirk Gibson home run (to win Game 1 of the 1988 World
Series), Bobby Thomson (in 1951, Thomson's bottom of the ninth
inning home run off of the Brooklyn Dodgers' Ralph Branca earned
the New York Giants a best-of-three series win for the National
League pennant). Baseball would be the only other sport," said
Lafontaine. "It does just end. You know what the scary thing is?
The whole year ends in a moment, in a second, a quick second."

So what is it like on the bench as the
overtimes build up and the players are trying to preserve whatever
energy they have left? Sometimes an equipment manager can say the
right thing to keep the spirits high.

"(Equipment manager) Jimmy Pickard, Jim Pick
comes up and grabs a water bottle and says, 'Hey Pop, you are going
to get one!' I remember getting a water bottle doused on the back
of my neck, and he is like, 'Come on Pop.' They started playing
music from the Twilight Zone, people are sleeping in the stands, it
is 2 o'clock in the morning, 75 shots to 57 shots, and they said
you're up and I covered for (defenseman) Gordie Dineen who was
pinching, I just took a shot and I think Rod Langway was coming out
at me and there was another defenseman. And you know what? I was
just thankful that Mason didn't see it because anything Kelly
Hrudey and Bob Mason saw that night, it didn't go in. It was a
pretty amazing feeling.

"The neat thing is people forget we were down
three games to one and we were down 2-1 with five minutes to go
when Trottier scored the tying goal. It was the culmination of
always being out, always being out and fighting back and ultimately
winning in four overtimes.

"And the other thing to remember was oxygen.
We asked for oxygen tanks. And their (the Caps) trainer helped us
get oxygen. Mikko Makela and I were taking in oxygen and we felt
pretty good and we found out a week later their trainer got fired.
I felt bad. We were just asking for help and the guy was just
giving us support. So I like to think the oxygen tanks had a little
something to do with it, but who knows. I think the fact that Bob
Mason couldn't see the puck had more to do with it."

The game ended around 2 a.m. Sunday, which
was Easter morning. Hrudey faced an NHL playoff record 73 shots
over seven periods. The Islanders won the game, got on a bus and
headed up I-95 to play Philadelphia on Monday at 7:30 p.m. There
would be virtually no recovery time for the players. The Islanders
took Philadelphia to a Game 7 at the Spectrum after going down 3-1
in the series, but the Flyers won that Game 7, and the Islanders'
season was over.

That is how the puck bounces in the
playoffs.


>>> Holy Cow! It's Batman!

The 1975 Stanley Cup Final between
Philadelphia and Buffalo might have been one of the most bizarre
series ever played due to circumstances beyond the control of the
players and the officials.

Mother Nature had a big hand in how this
series was played, which is a bit unusual considering hockey is
played indoors under controlled conditions.

The Sabres had a great regular season,
finishing 49-16-15 for 113 points, tying the defending Stanley Cup
Champion Flyers (and Montreal) for the most points in the League.
Philadelphia was 51-18-11. Because they had won two more games, the
Flyers would have home ice advantage throughout the playoffs. And
because Philadelphia had home ice, not Buffalo, the 1975 Final has
a uniqueness that may never be duplicated.

Buffalo took care of Chicago in five games in
the quarterfinals and knocked off Montreal in six games in semis to
reach the Final. Philadelphia swept Toronto and outlasted the
upstart New York Islanders in seven games on the way to a meeting
with the Sabres.

The Flyers took a 2-0 lead in the series with
home victories and took to the road. Buffalo usually has mild
weather in mid-May, but there was an early season heat wave
gripping the area and Buffalo's home rink, the Memorial Auditorium,
lacked air conditioning. Because of various factors – the Buffalo
heat, the lack of air conditioning, a crowded arena and the fact
that hockey is played on ice – Game 3 of the 1975 Stanley Cup Final
has become legendary for what happened inside "The Aud" that night
and it had very little to do with the hockey game.

The game took place in a heavy fog inside the
building. The goaltenders struggled to see shots, players had to
look for teammates to complete passes. The game had a surreal feel
to it.

Talk about a bizarre series," said Sabres
center Jim Lorentz, who is remembered more for one incident that
night than any other in his entire 10-year career. "Not only were
we besieged with fog throughout the series, but in the one game in
Buffalo, a bat started flying around the Aud. Now I don't know how
the bat got into the building or whether someone brought it into
the building or took up residence there, no one seems to know.

"This thing was fluttering around and it was
annoying. It was distracting not only to the spectators, but every
once in a while it would decide to visit the ice. I remember in the
second period, he made a trip down to the ice and Bernie Parent,
the Hall of Fame goaltender for Philadelphia, decided to swipe at
it with his goalie stick. Well he didn't get it, but a little bit
later on in the second period we were waiting for a faceoff in the
Philadelphia end and I saw the thing start at the other end of the
rink and it started coming down ice. You have to understand that
this bat had been flying around for quite some time and it was
really out of breath so to speak and was performing more like a
crow than a bat. In another words it was flying in a straight line
and losing altitude in a hurry.

"It happened to get near me or fly by me
during a faceoff and I just reached up and swatted the darn thing
with the stick and of course it crashed to the ice dead and I
remember everybody stood there. Everyone looked at each other. The
officials weren't going to pick this thing up, I certainly wasn't.
Finally, I think Rick MacLeish took his glove off, picked the bat
up and buried it in the penalty box."

That should have been the end of the story.
The bat was history. Game on, Sabres against the Flyers in Game 3,
but there was the heat and humidity, no air conditioning and ice,
and all of these factors caused a bad climatic combination for a
hockey game.

It was a game where the teams were literally
three sheets to the wind. The players were given bed sheets and
told to skate around the ice with the hope of clearing the fog.

"There wasn't any other way to get rid of the
fog," Lorentz said. "It was so hot and so humid and the Aud did not
have air conditioning. I was amazed when I watched films from those
days when Rene Robert scored the overtime goal on Parent, he just
materialized out of the mist. It was that bad. And the attendants
would be skating around carrying these huge blankets that seemed to
do the job as good as anything to get rid of this. Some of the
players did too. Everyone got on the ice and skated around. It was
annoying.

"That whole series was just crazy. We had
some outstanding performances by Bernie Parent. But I remember the
bat and the fog probably better than anything else."

Robert scores, the Sabres win 5-4 to cut the
Flyers lead to 2 to 1 and Lorentz and his teammates should have
been preparing for Game 4 and the remainder of the series. But
Lorentz was suddenly thrust into the spotlight, not for scoring a
goal or setting up a game winner, rather because he killed a bat.
There was both a good and bad side of finishing off the bat.

For more than three decades, Lorentz has been
known around hockey circles as "Batman." But right after the
incident, Lorentz was swamped with both mail and criticism.

“I received letters from all over the
country, from little old ladies in Maine, I had someone in Toronto
write a column who wanted to throw me a jail for cruelty to
animals. It was crazy,” he recalled. “I always said to all the
people who took offense at that, I would like to put them in a room
and let a bat loose and see what they would do. It was a crazy
time, it was a crazy series and that is something that I always was
remembered for.”

The Sabres won Game 4, but lost in
Philadelphia in Game 5 and Parent shut out the Sabres 2-0 in Game 6
to clinch the Cup for the Flyers. Parent surrendered just 12 goals
in six games, winning his second straight Conn Smythe Trophy as the
playoffs most valuable player. It was the second-straight year
Parent and the Flyers ended the Stanley Cup Final with a
shutout.

As the years rolled on and Batman movies were
released, Lorentz always got some publicity in Buffalo. Every
season after the incident, Lorentz would see signs hanging in the
Aud with the theme of Lorentz as Batman.

“I remember after it happened, a Buffalo
policeman presented me with a silver bullet and I always been hung
with that name,” he said. “Maybe twice a year they had a sign in
the Aud referring to those days.”

Lorentz was a pretty good player during his
Buffalo days, scoring 20 or more goals four times in five and a
half years and is 14th on the Sabres all-time scoring list.
Lorentz, who retired after the 1977-78 season, was part of the
Buffalo Sabres radio and TV announcing team starting in 1981, but
was never offered any roles in the Batman movies. In 1989 he did
comment on Michael Keaton’s portrayal of the Caped Crusader.

“I wouldn’t say I can play the part better,
but I may have been closer to a bat than he was,” Lorentz said with
a chuckle.


>>> It's not impossible, but a 3-0
hole should be avoided

With the playoffs here, not too many coaches
or players are thinking about 1942 or 1975, because of the old
playoff philosophy that you can only play a game at a time. But
there is one playoff adage that everyone knows -- in best-of-7
series, don't fall behind three games to none.

It's nearly impossible for a team down 3-0 in
a best-of-7 series to come back and win. Until 1975, only the 1942
Toronto Maple Leafs team were able to accomplish the feat. Detroit
had won the first three games of the Stanley Cup Final, but the
Leafs' Don Metz, who sat out the first three games as a scratch,
was one of the main reasons the Leafs got back in the series as he
scored 4 goals and added 3 assists after coach Hap Day inserted him
into the lineup for Game 4. Turk Broda shut out the Wings in Game
6, and the Leafs got a big effort out of Sweeney Schriner, who
scored twice in the third period to help the Leafs win Game 7 --
and the Cup -- 3-1. It was the first time a team in any North
American sports playoffs had overcome a 3-0 deficit to win a
series.

In 1975, New York Islanders coach Al Arbour
and his players weren't thinking about the 1942 Toronto Maple
Leafs, as the Islanders captain Ed Westfall recalled. Players on
the then 3-year-old franchise weren't students of history. The
Islanders finished the season with 88 points, 32 points better than
the season before and more points than the team had accumulated in
their first two seasons combined.

The Islanders faced the Rangers in the
best-of-3 first round, winning Game 1 at Madison Square Garden,
3-2, but the Rangers came back and tied the series with an 8-3 win
at Nassau Coliseum, which set up the series decider at the
Garden.

The teams were tied at 3 after regulation,
and the Islanders faced playoff elimination for the first time in
the franchise's brief history in a hostile environment at the
Garden. But the Islanders scored 11 seconds into the overtime, and
a lot of people missed the game-winning tally as they were getting
back to their seats.

"No, they were probably out getting a beer or
in the bathroom," said Westfall. "That was Jude Drouin, myself and
(J.P.) Parise and Bert Marshall on the defense. We had a lot of
young, speedy players back then, but Al Arbour chose us to start
the overtime. Put the experience on the ice."

Parise scored the goal, which did two things.
First, it ignited the intensity of the Rangers-Islanders rivalry,
and sent the Islanders into the second round of the playoffs
against the Pittsburgh Penguins in what would turn out to be an
historic series.

Pittsburgh finished the season with 89
points, one more than the Islanders, and the series opened at the
Igloo. The Penguins won the first two games of the series, 5-4 and
3-1, and then took Game 3 at the Nassau Coliseum 6-4. The Islanders
won Game 4, 3-1, and took Game 5 back in Pittsburgh. The Islanders
evened the series with a 4-1 win in Game 6 on Long Island.

Game 7 turned out to be a classic. With the
Islanders facing elimination for a fifth time in the playoffs,
goaltender Chico Resch shut down the Penguins, a team that had
43-goal scorer Jean Pronovost and three 30-goal scorers in Vic
Hadfield, Pierre Larouche and Rick Kehoe.

Resch was good and lucky. Pittsburgh hit two
posts and Westfall scored the only goal of the contest. After the
game Resch, living up to the goaltender stereotype, went back on
the ice and kissed the goal posts, which he thought were his best
defensemen that night.

"We were kissing anything that would bring us
good luck," Westfall said with a laugh. "We were a hard-working
team that wasn't successful, but was very successful starting in
'75 and for the next 10 years probably the best franchise in the
League."

The Islanders scored their place in history
with the overtime win against the Rangers and the
come-from-behind-victory against the Penguins. But the Islanders
would tempt fate again in the next round of the playoffs. New York
next went to Philadelphia for a series with the defending Stanley
Cup Champions, the Flyers.

Once again, the Islanders fell into a 3-0
series hole. But the Islanders won Game 4 at the Coliseum in
overtime, 4-3, and went down to Philadelphia and won Game 5. In
Game 6, the eighth time the Islanders faced elimination, New York
won, 2-1, which set up Game 7 in Philadelphia.

The Flyers' brass decided the team needed
more than
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