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The Foolish Hedgehog


There once was a little hedgehog who lived with his grandmother.



  [image: [The little hedgehog is in his burrow with his grandmother.]]



Every evening when the little hedgehog went out to play, his grandmother would always say:


“Don’t ever go onto the hard wasteland. There are dragons there. Great giant creatures, with eyes shining brighter than the moon. Their roar is deafening, and their breath is poisonous. They have no claws, but their round feet will trample you.”



  [image: [A busy road at night-time.]]



Every evening the hedgehog promised his grandmother he wouldn’t go near the wasteland.


But one day, as he played with some fallen leaves, he heard the roaring of the dragons. He wanted to see if they really were as big as his grandmother said.



  [image: [The little hedgehog rustles through a pile of leaves near the roadside.]]



“I’ll just have a peek, that’s all,” he thought. “I won’t step on the wasteland.”



  [image: [The little hedgehog stands by the side of the road gazing at the green grass on the other side.]]



He rustled through the pile of leaves. He squelched along the muddy bank of the pond where toads hopped under rotten logs. He crawled under a prickly bush and found himself standing on a bunch of weeds under a tree. In front of him was the hard, flat surface of the wasteland. Nothing grew there, but on the other side, the little hedgehog could see green grass.


“What are you doing so far from home, little one?” croaked a voice from the branches above.



  [image: [The hedgehog looks up at the crow in the branches overhead.]]



“I came to look at the dragons,” the little hedgehog replied.


The crow eyed the little hedgehog’s prickles.


“You have a fine set of prickles, little one,” cawed the crow. “They look very sharp.”





  [image: [The little hedgehog listens to the crow.]]










  [image: [The crow encourages the hedgehog to break his promise and cross the road.]]








  [image: [The hedgehog starts to walk across the road.]]








  [image: [The hedgehog curls into a ball as a car nearly drives over him.]]










  [image: [The hedgehog races onto the grass on the other side of the road.]]










  [image: [The crow tells the hedgehog that he has to go back across the road.]]








  [image: [A lorry roars passed and frightens both the hedgehog and the crow.]]








  [image: [A kind toad offers advice.]]










  [image: [The hedgehog hurries out of a tunnel.]]






  [image: [Grandmother welcomes the little hedgehog home.]]
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