
 About the Author

 Lori Meek Schuldt is a freelance writer who has worked as a newspaper reporter and as an editor for academic publishers and The World Book Encyclopedia. She has spent much of her time in recent years exploring Illinois with her husband, Michael, and their daughter, Rachel.


 Acknowledgments

 First of all, I would like to thank you, the reader, for buying this book. We wouldn’t be doing a seventh edition if it weren’t for parents like you who continue to be interested in learning about fun places for family outings.

 I would like to thank the staff at Globe Pequot Press for all their work. Special thanks to Mike Urban. Thanks also to the many others who have aided me, both professionally and personally, in the journey from idea to printed page. I appreciate all the suggestions and support I have received from friends, family, and others who made their own unique contributions. For this seventh edition, I would particularly like to thank Jim, Heather, and Amelia Thurber; Cathy Hinckley and daughters Claire and Anna; and Bill Harrod.

 Thanks once again to Rachel P. Schuldt, my darling daughter, for her spirit of adventure in all our little family “vacations” (since 1995, when we began work on the first edition of this book) and her patience and assistance during the process of writing about them; and Michael B. Schuldt, my sweet husband and partner in life, for his willingness to play pilot to my navigator during our travels, for his experienced editorial eyes in reading and improving the manuscript, and for his constant love and reassurance in this and every other endeavor.


 [image: chpt_fig_001.jpg]

 Chicago

 

 Where does one start in describing the city of Chicago? There’s so much to say. There’s the history: the Fort Dearborn massacre of 1812, the incorporation of the city in 1833 with a white population of 150 and the subsequent ousting of more than 3,000 indigenous Indians, the industrial expansion in the mid-1800s that created the Union Stock Yards and the Chicago Board of Trade, Mrs. O’Leary’s cow and the Great Chicago Fire of 1871, the World’s Columbian Exposition of 1893, Al Capone and the gangster era of the 1920s, race riots throughout the 1900s, the political empire of Mayor Richard J. Daley, the election of Barack Obama as U.S. president. There’s the architecture: risen from the ashes of the Great Chicago Fire by pioneers who created the Chicago School, it today includes skyscrapers that make the downtown skyline one of the most distinctive in the world, especially since the lakefront has been deliberately spared from development so that everyone may enjoy the beauty of its parks and beaches. There’s the culture: an ethnic mixture that includes the largest Polish population of any city outside Poland, plus descendants of wave after wave of immigrants from Europe, Africa, Asia, and Latin America, giving the city a vitality in music, art, and food that few other places can match. There are the sports: professional baseball, basketball, football, and hockey teams. It’s no wonder that singers have made the city famous as “Sweet Home Chicago” and “My Kind of Town”—whatever you’re looking for is probably here.

 But you may need help finding it. The Illinois listings for tourism, hotels, and restaurants in the introduction to this book include Chicago, but for the city specifically, contact:

 Chicago Convention and Tourism Bureau

 2301 South Lake Shore Dr.

 Chicago 60616

 (312) 567-8500

 www.choosechicago.com

 Getting to Chicago is no problem; there are so many choices. If you live in the suburbs, you can enjoy a comfortable ride in on a commuter train; the Metra rail system has about a dozen lines radiating outward from the city in all directions. You can reach Chicago from as far out as Fox Lake, Harvard, Elgin, La Fox, Aurora, Joliet, or University Park. For schedules, fares, and other information, contact Metra, 547 West Jackson Blvd., Chicago 60661; (312) 322-6777; for the hearing impaired, TDD (312) 322-6774; www.metrarail.com. A major downtown Metra passenger terminal, officially called the Richard B. Ogilvie Transportation Center and formerly the Chicago and Northwestern Station before Union Pacific took over, is an eye-catching gray-blue architectural work of glass, steel, and marble that occupies a full city block, the four sides of which are Madison, Clinton, Washington, and Canal Streets. The food court on the lower level rivals that of many shopping malls, and there are useful stores on the upper level where you can grab a newspaper and a cup of coffee or buy flowers, candy, or other gifts.
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 But the next block north is also part of that Metra station, and it has something really cool for tourists and commuters alike: the French Market. Located at street level with entrances at 131 North Clinton and 118 North Canal St., between Washington and Randolph Streets, it carries all sorts of fresh and prepared foods. If you live in the area and are heading home soon, pick up some fresh fruit and vegetables—much of it grown locally and/or organic—butcher-shop meat, and ice-chilled seafood to stock your fridge. Add a loaf of freshly baked bread, a hunk of cheese, and some dessert pastries and you’re set for dinner. If you’re just passing through, you can pick up a quick snack of popcorn, nuts, gelato, fancy chocolates, or a crepe sprinkled with powdered sugar. There’s an area with tables and chairs at one end where you can enjoy a light meal such as soup, sandwich, or salad. The aisles are wide enough for strollers and wheelchairs. The French Market is open from 7:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. Mon through Fri and 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sat; closed Sun. It has a Web site, www.chicagofrenchmarket.com.

 Train service is available from other parts of the state and from out of state via Amtrak; call (800) 872-7245 or check www.amtrak.com for information on routes, schedules, and fares. Another economical choice for transportation is Greyhound bus lines; call (800) 231-2222; for the hearing impaired, TDD (800) 345-3109; for information in Spanish/Español, (800) 531-5332; or go online at www.greyhound.com. Both Amtrak and Greyhound have passenger terminals in downtown Chicago.

 You can fly in and out of Chicago’s two major airports. On the northwest side, O’Hare—one of the world’s busiest airports—handles flights from all over the globe; the general airport number is (773) 686-2200; www.ohare.com. Smaller Midway, on the south side, services more domestic and regional carriers and is less congested; call (773) 838-0600. The Chicago Transit Authority (CTA) operates trains that can get you to and from either airport as well as trains and buses that go all around the city; call (888) 968-7282. For the hearing impaired, call (312) 282-8891. You can also check www.transitchicago.com for information. Shuttle services and taxicabs also provide transportation from either airport to the city and suburbs.

 Coming by car affords travelers the greatest degree of independence and flexibility, but unless you live somewhere bigger (for example, New York or Los Angeles—the only two larger U.S. cities—or London, Tokyo, or Mexico City, among about two dozen urban centers in the world that exceed Chicago’s size), you’ll be appalled at the traffic. No matter what thoroughfare you take, you’ll have plenty of other vehicles whizzing around you, cutting you off, riding your bumper, and generally paying little heed to many rules of the road, including speed limits—all this while your kids are screaming in the backseat. Downtown amid the congested streets, you’ll have to deal with aggressive cabs resenting your very existence, harried couriers on bicycles darting out in front of you, delivery vehicles suddenly double-parking, and maybe even an overzealous young entrepreneur giving your windshield an unsolicited washing for a solicited tip. Parking is hard to come by on the streets and expensive in the lots. For the amount of aggravation incurred, driving may not be your top choice.

 If you nonetheless opt to drive, here’s a little assistance with the expressway lingo. The major north-south thoroughfare of I-94 is known as the Edens Expressway. I-90, which starts out being called the Northwest Tollway and changes its name around Rosemont to the John F. Kennedy Expressway, heads in from the northwest. In the north around Irving Park Road, I-94 joins with I-90, and at about that point the joint Interstate is called the Dan Ryan Expressway. I-90/94 splits off again south of downtown, where I-90 continues east into Indiana as the Chicago Skyway and I-94, which is still called the Dan Ryan, continues south to a junction with I-80, at which point I-80/94 becomes known as the Kingery Expressway. A couple of key spurs off I-94 are I-294, also called the Tri-State Tollway, and I-394, also known as the Bishop Ford Freeway, formerly the Calumet Expressway. I-90’s western spur, I-290, is called the Dwight D. Eisenhower Expressway. A major artery coming into Chicago from the southwest is I-55, which is known as the Adlai E. Stevenson Expressway. It has a spur, I-355, which was built in the late 1980s to connect western suburbs from north to south and has been creatively dubbed the North-South Tollway. Lacking additional nomenclature is I-57, which enters from the south. US 41 becomes concurrent with Lake Shore Drive as it skirts Lake Michigan. Farther out, US 30 has been dubbed Lincoln Highway, and IL 50 is called the Dixie Highway. The section of I-88 that stretches from I-290 westward to the Iowa border is officially named the Ronald Reagan Memorial Tollway in honor of the late president, a onetime resident of Dixon. All this jargon is helpful to know if you have to ask directions because a native may well say, “Take the Stevenson down to . . .” or “Get on the Dan Ryan and . . .” or “Head out the Kennedy to . . .” and not even be sure which number goes with which name. Radio traffic reporters also use the names more than the numbers.

 One other thing you should know about Chicago: Its many neighborhoods (officially there are 77) have their own names, which can be a bit confusing to visitors from outside the metropolitan area who don’t know the difference between a neighborhood name and a suburb name. If you hear about something in Uptown, Bucktown, Austin, Bridgeport, Englewood, Lakeview, or Pullman, you’re still in Chicago. Many neighborhoods have Park as part of their name: Hyde Park, Rogers Park, Wicker Park, Jefferson Park, Norwood Park, Portage Park, Brighton Park, and Morgan Park, for example. (Unfortunately, many suburbs also use the word: Oak Park, Franklin Park, Schiller Park, Melrose Park, Bedford Park, Evergreen Park, Park Ridge, and Park Forest, to name a few.) You can lock in more easily on street addresses, because all the numbers radiate outward from the intersection of State and Madison Streets downtown. State Street runs north-south, so street addresses with East will be east of State, although not more than a mile or two because you run into the lake, and those with West run all the way to the city limits on the West Side. Madison Street runs east-west through the middle of the Loop, as the heart of downtown is called, so all the North and South addresses are relative to this point.

 Now that you’re finally here, let’s examine what there is for families to see and do within the city limits of Chicago. We’ll start downtown, then branch out to the North, West, and South Sides.

 Downtown

 Chicago Trolley and Double Decker Company (all ages)

 Pickup at various downtown locations; (773) 648-5000; www.coachusa.com/chicagotrolley. Tours operate daily and run between 9 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. from mid-Mar through late Oct and between 9 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. the rest of the year. No service Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Eve, and Christmas Day. $$–$$$$.

 You can get an overview of the downtown area aboard a red sightseeing trolley. The Chicago Trolley Company offers a narrated tour a bit more than an hour long, and you can get on or off at any number of key spots, such as Water Tower Place, Navy Pier, Millennium Park, the Art Institute, Willis Tower, and the Field Museum. Each trolley has an interior furnished with oak and brass trimmings and can hold 34 passengers at a time. The “Hop On Hop Off” all-day pass allows an unlimited number of reboardings and includes souvenir T-shirt, Garrett popcorn sample (see sidebar), and chocolate bar. The company also operates British-style red double-decker buses for tours.

 
 Gotta Get Garrett’s!

 Chicagoans are passionate about their popcorn—Garrett popcorn, that is. A Windy City institution since 1949, Garrett Popcorn Shops offer just four basic flavors: plain, buttery (flavored, not actually buttered), cheddar cheese, and caramel, the latter made from a “secret family recipe” with or without nuts. The signature variety, however, is the “Chicago Mix,” caramel corn and cheese popcorn mixed together. Something about that combination of buttery-sweet and tangy-sharp flavors keeps loyal customers coming back for more. In its heyday, Garrett seemed to have a shop on every block downtown, but thanks to increased health consciousness and a recessionary economy, today only a handful are left in the Loop. A list of remaining locations appears on the company Web site, www.garrettpopcorn.com. You can order online and have it delivered to your door, but it’s just not the same as getting it hot out of the popper.



 
 Hit the Beach

 The Chicago Park District manages the free public beaches along the city’s 29 miles of lakefront. You can swim (in certain supervised areas at designated times), play volleyball, or go jogging, roller-skating, or biking. It’s a pleasure just to sit and watch the waves roll in, even during winter. The park district also oversees the dozens of local swimming pools throughout the city. Just north of the downtown area is the popular Oak Street Beach. For general information about the lakefront areas, call the park district at (312) 742-7529 or, for the hearing impaired, TTY (312) 747-2001, or see www.chicagoparkdistrict.com.



 Hancock Observatory (all ages)

 875 North Michigan Ave.; (312) 751-3681; www.hancock-observatory.com. Open from 9 a.m. to 11 p.m. daily. $–$$.

 The John Hancock Center Observatory tower offers a panoramic view of the city from the 95th floor. Hang onto your stomach for the 40-second elevator ride that takes you to the top. You may want to give kids a piece of gum ahead of time or babies a pacifier to help keep their ears from popping. It’s worth it once you get up there. It’s true: On a clear day you can see forever.
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 Water Tower Place (all ages)



 835 North Michigan Ave.; (312) 440-3166; www.shopwatertower.com. Hours are 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Mon through Sat and 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sun. Hours may be extended around Christmastime.

 At the north end of the Magnificent Mile, as the famous shopping district is called, is Water Tower Place. Macy’s department store anchors this six-level enclosed shopping center built in 1976—reportedly the first vertical mall in the United States. The 125 or so stores (predominantly clothing and jewelry, although there is a Godiva chocolate shop on level 4) encircle a central atrium, with lighted glass elevators and crisscrossing escalators to transport shoppers up and down. The original light brick water tower for which the mall was named stands at Michigan Avenue and Pearson Street, across the street. It looks rather puny compared to the skyscrapers that now surround it, but it was one of the few structures that survived the Great Chicago Fire of 1871, so give it some respect.
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 American Girl Place (ages 6 and up)



 835 North Michigan Ave.; (877) 247-5223; www.americangirlplace.com. Regular hours are 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Mon through Thurs, 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Fri and Sat, and 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Sun. Admission to the store is free. Theater tickets $$$$.

 If your grade-school daughter is into American Girl dolls and books, she will be begging you to take her here. This three-story mecca occupying the first and second floors of Water Tower Place (see previous entry) has it all: beautiful 18-inch American Girl dolls, accessories, books, and related merchandise (Bitty Baby, Angelina Ballerina), plus food and special services. The food at the American Girl Cafe is pretty mainstream American; it’s the atmosphere that’s the real draw. You dine at a lovely table decorated with frills and flowers, and there’s a special seat at the table for your doll. The food is delivered on a black-and-white trolley cart. You can enjoy breakfast, lunch, afternoon tea, or dinner; reservations are recommended. American Girl Place has a store-within-a-store called Avenue AG, a “street” lined with shops. One of the popular stops along the avenue is the T-shirt shop. If your doll is having a bad hair day, you can take her to the Doll Hair Salon for a new do, at a cost of $10 to $20. There’s even a Doll Hospital where you can drop off a patient and have her shipped home a couple weeks later once her wounds have been mended. American Girl Place is an unabashedly commercial enterprise but one that knows how to satisfy its clientele.
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 Navy Pier (all ages)

 600 East Grand Ave.; (312) 595-5282 or (312) 595-7437 or, outside the Chicago area, (800) 595-7437; www.navypier.com. Open daily, year-round. Hours are 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Sun through Thurs and 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Fri and Sat; closing times are extended two hours later in summer. Closed Thanksgiving and Christmas Day. Free, except for rides ($), minigolf ($–$$), Amazing Chicago ($$), Transporter FX ($$), and Children’s Museum. (See next entry for information on the Children’s Museum.) The pier is wheelchair accessible; rentals are available on-site. Parking at the on-site garage is charged at a flat rate for the whole day: $20 Mon through Thurs, or $24 Fri through Sun and holidays.

 Navy Pier has had its ups and downs over the years, but now is definitely an up time. The pier opened in 1916 and had many good years as a shipping port, but by the early 1970s it had fallen into disuse. Now, following its redevelopment and grand reopening in 1995, the pier has a vibrant atmosphere that attracts city dwellers and tourists alike. The pier extends a total length of about 3,300 feet, but most of the family attractions are at the closer end. The first building you come to after passing the Gateway Park fountain is called the Family Pavilion. It houses the Chicago Children’s Museum (see next entry), a large-screen theater, and a couple dozen retail shops and restaurants. At the west end of the pavilion is the spacious, glassed-in Crystal Gardens, which is filled with palm trees, exotic plants, and fountains. There are benches you can sit on to soak up the ambience. Just east of this building is a shallow reflecting pool that turns into an ice rink in winter. Nearby are a colorful musical merry-go-round and a spinning aerial ride called the Wave Swinger.

 Next comes the most obvious feature at Navy Pier: the 150-foot-tall Ferris wheel. Even people who have trouble with motion sickness could safely ride it: One revolution takes almost eight minutes. Passengers travel in 40 glass-enclosed gondolas that each can hold up to six people (sit on the right side for the best view of the city; the Ferris wheel is wheelchair accessible). An 18-hole miniature golf course winds around the base of the Ferris wheel. In summer the carnival atmosphere is enhanced by vendor carts and authorized street performers. Near the middle of the pier is the charming Chicago Shakespeare Theatre (see subsequent entry).

 Continuing east, the soaring white rooftop of the Skyline Stage is reminiscent of the famous Sydney Opera House in Australia, but you probably won’t see much opera here (the gorgeous Lyric Opera building on Wacker Drive has the corner on that market). The 1,500-seat outdoor theater does host a variety of performances, including music, dance, theater, and films. The remainder of the pier houses a fine-dining restaurant, a festival hall, a beer garden, and the Grand Ballroom. Indoors in the middle of Navy Pier, Amazing Chicago (888-893-7300; www.amazingchicago.com) is a fun-house-style maze with a Chicago theme. The Transporter FX high-speed motion thrill ride looks like a space shuttle and can be programmed via virtual reality for a trip to the moon, Africa, Antarctica, or the Grand Prix. A corridor of shops, kiosks, and fast-food eateries (including a Garrett Popcorn Shop, as mentioned in a previous sidebar) adds to the interest indoors. For extra outdoor mobility along the pier, you can rent roller skates, bicycles, or a Segway motorized two-wheeler.

 You can get to Navy Pier aboard the sightseeing trolley or double-decker bus or ride one of six Chicago Transit Authority (CTA) public bus lines that stop here (numbers 29, 56, 65, 66, 120, and 121). If you drive, there is a parking garage underground that can hold more than 1,600 cars, but the prices are outrageous.
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 Chicago Children’s Museum (ages 1 to 12)

 700 East Grand Ave., at Navy Pier; (312) 527-1000; www.chichildrensmuseum.org. Open year-round. Hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily, with extended hours some summer evenings; open with free admission from 5 to 8 p.m. Thurs; free admission for anyone age 15 or younger on the first Mon of the month. The facility is wheelchair accessible. $$.

 Natural light pours in from the arched glass ceiling of the Great Hall to enhance the open, airy feel of this place. The centerpiece of the museum is a white three-story replica of a schooner, with rigging that kids can climb all the way up to the crow’s nest. The lower level gives the impression of being underwater, thanks to aquariums filled with live freshwater fish. A black steel staircase wraps around the ship. The museum takes advantage of the building’s twin-towered Headhouse with exhibits that use the full 50 feet of space from floor to tower ceiling. One tower has pipes, pumps, locks, and all manner of water propulsion.

 The other tower houses the Inventing Lab, where kids make their own flying machines and then test their creations’ aerodynamics by cranking up a conveyor belt to hoist the machines to the top of the tower and letting them go. One of the more popular exhibits is the hospital. Youngsters can handle medical instruments, X-rays, kid-size crutches, and a model skeleton. The cab of a real ambulance features a flashing light and a dispatch radio. In the excavation pit you can dig for dinosaur bones. A special play area called Kids Town is reserved for kids age five or younger (plus accompanying parents). It has a grocery store with plastic food and cash register, an auto shop, and a scale-model CTA bus to “drive.” Nearby is a “baby pit” filled with soft toys and encircled by 2-foot-high padded walls, restricted to children no older than 18 months.

 
 Won’t You Let Me Take You on a Sea Cruise?

 A unique way to tour the city is by boat. Two sightseeing cruise lines operate from the lower level of Michigan Avenue at Wacker Drive, near the white Wrigley Building with its jutting clock tower. The cruising season generally runs from mid-Apr to mid-Oct. Each boat plies the Chicago River, then heads out into Lake Michigan to give you a truly panoramic view of the city skyline and lakefront before returning one and a half hours later to where you started.

 
 	Wendella Sightseeing Boats, 400 North Michigan Ave. (north side of the Michigan Avenue Bridge); (312) 337-1446; www.wendellaboats.com. This is arguably the more well known of the two cruise lines. Cruises sail daily at 10 and 11:30 a.m. and 1:15, 2, 3, 4:30, 6, 7, and 8:30 p.m. A two-hour cruise, which includes a stop at Buckingham Fountain, sails at 7:45 p.m. daily. $$–$$$.

 	Mercury Cruiseline, across the river from Wendella; (312) 332-1353; www.mercuryskylinecruiseline.com. Cruises sail daily and depart at 10 and 11 a.m. and 1:30, 5:30, and 7 p.m., plus 8:30 p.m. Wed cruise with fireworks. For an extra $7, you can take Fido with you on the Canine Cruise at 10 a.m. Sun in July, Aug, or Sept. $$–$$$.

 	[image: chpt_fig_275.jpg]A newer entry into the Chicago cruise business operates out of Navy Pier and puts a twist into the standard excursion by using a giant yellow speedboat: Seadog Cruises, 600 East Grand Ave., at Navy Pier; (888) 636-7737; www.seadogcruises.com. Operates from May through Oct; call for current schedule. These half-hour cruises technically are narrated, but it’s hard to hear the guide over the noise of the twin 12-cylinder diesel engines. Bathing suits are welcome, although you are advised to bring a sweatshirt or jacket in case of cool lake air, and you may very well get wet, especially if you’re seated near the outside. The 70-foot boat can carry up to 149 passengers and reach a top speed of 45 mph, which is a pretty good clip when skimming across the water. $$$.
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 Chicago Shakespeare Theatre (ages 6 and up)



 800 East Grand Ave., at Navy Pier; (312) 595-5600; www.chicagoshakes.com. Call or check online for current productions and ticket prices. $$$$.

 This wonderful theater on Navy Pier was modeled after the famous playwright William Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre of the 1600s, but it’s totally state-of-the-art in its production ability. The stage combines a traditional space framed by a proscenium arch at one end with a platform that juts out into and is surrounded on three sides by the audience seats on the main floor. Two levels of gallery seats wrap around this space as well, giving the theater a cozy intimacy and great acoustics. While the main season offerings here are full-length productions of the Bard’s works, which would be beyond the grasp of most grade-schoolers, the theater does offer special shows during the summer that are geared toward children under its CST Family program. A perennial favorite is the abbreviated version of
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 ESPN Zone (ages 8 and up)
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 Chicago Cultural Center (ages 3 and up)
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 Art Institute of Chicago (ages 5 and up)
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 Millennium Park (all ages)



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Willis Tower (all ages)
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 Jazz Showcase (ages 5 and up)



 
 
 Buckingham Fountain (all ages)
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 Shedd Aquarium (all ages)
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 Shoreline Sightseeing and Charters (all ages)
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 Adler Planetarium and Astronomy Museum (ages 4 and up)
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 Field Museum (all ages)
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 Museum of Science and Industry (all ages)
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 Grant Park (all ages)
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 Where to Stay

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 North Side
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 Garfield Park and Conservatory (all ages)
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 Polish Museum of America (ages 5 and up)
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 Chicago Children’s Theatre (ages 5 and up)
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 Lincoln Park Zoo (all ages)

 
 
 
 [image: chpt_fig_020.png]

 Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum (all ages)
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 Wrigley Field (all ages)



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 	Facets Multimedia, 1517 West Fullerton Ave.; (773) 281-9075; www.facets.org. This theater in the Lincoln Park area shows many fine foreign films that you won’t find anywhere else in the city. Most are subtitled in English, so don’t take younger kids who can’t read yet. Also check for ratings, and don’t hesitate to ask about films that are not rated. (European films generally contain less graphic violence than American films, but you may see more flesh in love scenes.) Facets hosts the annual Chicago International Children’s Film Festival each Oct.

 	Music Box Theatre, 3733 North Southport; (773) 871-6604; www.musicboxtheatre.com. Farther north, the Music Box is an older theater with classic decor. It shows more arty films and old black-and-white movies (such as Buster Keaton silent films with a live organist playing the score), plus some first-run features, and from time to time it hosts film festivals. Sat and Sun matinees at 11:30 a.m. often feature a film appropriate for children.
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 Waveland Bowl (ages 4 and up)
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 Where to Stay

 
 
 
 
 


 West Side
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 United Center (all ages)
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 UIC Pavilion (all ages)
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 National Museum of Mexican Art (ages 4 and up)
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 Pump It Up (all ages)
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 South Side
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 U.S. Cellular Field (all ages)

 
 
 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 [image: chpt_fig_027.jpg]

 
 
 

 
 
 


 [image: chpt_fig_029.png]

 DuSable Museum of African-American History (ages 4 and up)
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 Martin Luther King Jr. Park and

 Family Entertainment Center (ages 4 and up)
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 Ridge Historical Society (all ages)

 
 
 Where to Eat

 
 
 
 
 Where to Stay

 
 

 Restaurant Appendix

 You’ll find a number of chain restaurants throughout Illinois. These are detailed descriptions of some that are most appropriate for families. While most restaurants in a chain are similar, there may be slight variations among individual restaurants. Smoking is prohibited in all Illinois restaurants.

 Bob Evans

 (800) 939-2338 or (800) 272-7675; www.bobevans.com.

 Maybe you’ve seen his sausage in the supermarket. That’s how ol’ Bob began back in 1946. He started making his own recipe to serve at his truck stop in Ohio. Eventually he built a restaurant to serve the famous sausage and other things, and then he built another, and then another. There are now more than 700 Bob Evans restaurants in 18 states, although there are fewer in Illinois than there used to be. They share a sort of redbarnish facade with the name emblazoned in yellow. Inside, the decor is folksy. Sausage remains the centerpiece of the breakfast menu, surrounded by such hearty accompaniments as biscuits and gravy, eggs, or hotcakes. The lunch and dinner menus feature burgers and other sandwiches, and country-cookin’ entrees such as chicken and noodles, meat loaf, turkey and dressing, and country fried steak. Sandwiches are typically less than $6; entrees in the $7 to $10 range. Only nonalcoholic beverages are served. The children’s menu costs about $3, not including drink, and features pizza, hot dog, spaghetti, cheeseburger, chicken nibbles, grilled cheese sandwich, macaroni and cheese, and a turkey dinner. All locations feature free Wi-Fi if you bring your laptop computer and want to check your e-mail or Facebook page. Locations include:

 Bloomington

 Champaign

 Decatur

 Joliet

 Marion

 Peoria

 Boston Market

 (800) 877-2870 or (303) 278-9500; www.boston-market.com.

 This Chicago metro area chain offers sit-down food at close to fast-food speed and prices, and you can buy a family-style meal that drives the per-person cost down a bit more. Marinated rotisserie chicken is the specialty, but ham, turkey, and meat loaf are other meat options. Side dishes include potatoes, various tasty vegetables, stuffing, pasta, and a plethora of salads. Children’s meals are junior versions of the adult choices, with smaller portions and smaller prices. Check the Web site for limited-time promotions (such as “2 Kids Eat Free!” on weekends) and online coupons. Locations include:

 Arlington Heights

 Aurora

 Bolingbrook

 Buffalo Grove

 Chicago

 Countryside

 Crestwood

 Crystal Lake

 Deerfield

 Elgin

 Fairview Heights

 Geneva

 Glenview

 Gurnee

 Hanover Park

 Homewood

 Joliet

 Lombard

 Melrose Park

 Mount Prospect

 Naperville

 Oak Lawn

 Park Ridge

 River Forest

 Schaumburg

 Skokie

 Waukegan

 Westmont

 Wheaton

 Buffets, Inc: HomeTown Buffet, Old Country Buffet, and Ryan’s Grill Buffet and Bakery

 (800) 871-0956; www.buffet.com.

 At HomeTown and Old Country, two sister chains established in the 1980s, and the more recently acquired Ryan’s, you pay one price up front and then take whatever you want from several buffet tables. Even drinks (nonalcoholic) and desserts are included. The adult price for dinner is about $9, and kids age 10 or younger typically pay 50 cents multiplied by their age. The salad bar has lettuce salads, macaroni, cottage cheese, and others. At least two kinds of soup are offered, too. Hot food includes beef, ham, fried and broiled chicken, fried and broiled fish, pasta, various types of potatoes, corn, carrots, and other vegetables, plus various types of breads and rolls. Desserts include ice cream, puddings, cobbler, and other sweets. It’s a good value for the money. All locations serve lunch and dinner daily. Some locations serve a breakfast buffet on Sat and Sun. Locations include:

 Arlington Heights

 Bloomingdale

 Bradley

 Champaign

 Chicago

 Chicago Ridge

 Countryside

 Crystal Lake

 Effingham

 Fairview Heights

 Forest Park

 Forsyth

 Joliet

 Lansing

 Lombard

 Moline

 Naperville

 Niles

 Northlake

 Peoria

 Rockford

 Rolling Meadows

 Springfield

 Tinley Park

 Vernon Hills

 West Dundee

 Chuck E. Cheese’s

 (888) 778-7193; www.chuckecheese.com.

 This family-friendly chain is known more for its entertainment value than its food. But people don’t usually come for the food, they come to play! Small children enjoy a playground of tubes, slides, and ball pits. Grade-schoolers will have a good time feeding tokens into all the arcade and skill games. And when you do sit down to eat, there is entertainment in the form of 6-foot-tall robotic puppets gathered on a stage to sing and play music for you. Head cheese Chuck E. is a big gray mouse, and if there’s a birthday party, someone in costume will deliver the cake to the birthday girl or boy. Regular coupons in the newspapers can save you money if you buy a package deal with pizza, pitcher of soda pop, and game tokens. Redeem your arcade prize tickets for a plastic doodad at the souvenir stand. Most locations are open from 9 a.m. to 10 or 11 p.m. daily. Locations include:

 Arlington Heights

 Batavia

 Bloomington

 Chicago

 Crystal Lake

 Darien

 Fairview Heights

 Gurnee

 Joliet

 Matteson

 Melrose Park

 Naperville

 Oak Lawn

 Peoria

 Rockford

 Skokie

 Springfield

 Streamwood

 Tinley Park

 Vernon Hills

 Villa Park

 Culver’s

 (608) 643-7980; www.culvers.com.

 Celebrating its 25th anniversary in 2009, this Wisconsin-based fast-food chain has been expanding southward into Illinois since the mid-1990s, with new locations opening every year. Calling Culver’s a burger joint would be unfair—even though the specialty Butter-burger (so named for its buttered bun) is a pretty tasty hamburger—because the menu has much more than burgers. Other sandwiches include breaded pork tenderloin, beef pot roast, fried cod, grilled chicken, and hot ham and cheese. You can also get a full meal platter with potatoes, coleslaw, dinner roll, and a choice of fried chicken, fish, or shrimp. On the lighter side, there’s soup served in a bowl made out of bread. That option would leave plenty of room for Culver’s other specialty: frozen custard, which is like soft-serve ice cream, only richer. It’s offered in vanilla, chocolate, and the “flavor of the day,” and you can get it in cones, sundaes, and shakes. Kids’ meals come with a “free” ice-cream cone. Place your order at the counter, and it will be prepared fresh and delivered to your table in a few minutes. The restaurants’ well-lit blue-and-white decor is bright and cheery. The dining room and the bathrooms nearly always look very clean, no matter how crowded the restaurant gets. For kids there are souvenirs with the mascot, Scoopie, which looks like an ice-cream cone with arms and legs. Sometimes a full-size Scoopie in character costume makes an appearance; call ahead if you want to catch one of those times. Locations include:

 Addison

 Antioch

 Aurora

 Belvidere

 Bloomington

 Bolingbrook

 Bourbonnais

 Bridgeview

 Buffalo Grove

 Carol Stream

 Carpentersville

 Champaign

 Collinsville

 Crystal Lake

 Darien

 Decatur

 Dixon

 Downers Grove

 East Peoria

 Edwardsville

 Effingham

 Frankfort

 Franklin Park

 Freeport

 Galena

 Geneseo

 Grayslake

 Gurnee

 Homewood

 Huntley

 Island Lake

 Joliet

 Lake Zurich

 Lansing

 Libertyville

 Lincoln

 Lombard

 Lyons

 Matteson

 McHenry

 Minooka

 Moline

 Morris

 Morton

 Mount Prospect

 Mundelein

 North Aurora

 O’Fallon

 Oswego

 Palatine

 Pekin

 Peoria

 Peru

 Plainfield

 Princeton

 Rochelle

 Rock Falls

 Rockford

 Romeoville

 Roscoe

 Schaumburg

 Schererville

 South Elgin

 Springfield

 Sycamore

 Tinley Park

 Winnebago

 Woodstock

 Yorkville

 Zion

 Giordano’s

 (800) 982-1756; www.giordanos.com.

 This Chicago-based chain has been around since 1974 and is famous for its stuffed pizza, a thick concoction in which cheese and other ingredients of your choice are placed upon a layer of crust and then covered over with another layer of crust and tomato sauce. The menu also includes lasagna, fettuccine Alfredo, mostaccioli, ravioli, spaghetti, chicken dishes, and a variety of sandwiches and salads. Entrees are in the $8–$13 range, with a choice of small or large portion for most pastas. Beer and wine are offered in addition to soft drinks. There is no separate kids’ menu. The economic downturn of 2008–09 caused a number of locations to close and some to operate as carry-out and delivery only. Locations remaining with full restaurant service include:

 Algonquin

 Buffalo Grove

 Chicago

 Evanston

 Glen Ellyn

 Gurnee

 Joliet

 Morton Grove

 Oakbrook Terrace

 Oak Park

 Rosemont

 South Elgin

 Willowbrook

 HomeTown Buffet

 See previous listing for Buffets, Inc.

 IHOP (International House of Pancakes)

 (818) 240-6055; www.ihop.com.

 Most IHOPs are open around the clock, serving breakfast anytime and lunch and dinner at their appropriate times. Of course breakfast features pancakes, but you can get bacon and eggs, French toast, waffles, and other things as well. Lunch and dinner include a variety of sandwiches and meat-and-potatoes sort of entrees under $10. Children’s menu prices fall in the $3 to $4 range. Frequent newspaper coupons make IHOP a bargain. Locations include:

 Addison

 Arlington Heights

 Aurora

 Belleville

 Bloomington

 Bolingbrook

 Bourbonnais

 Bridgeview

 Buffalo Grove

 Champaign

 Chicago

 Cicero

 Crestwood

 Crystal Lake

 Decatur

 East Peoria

 Elgin

 Evanston

 Glenview

 Gurnee

 Hoffman Estates

 Joliet

 Lansing

 Matteson

 McHenry

 Melrose Park

 Moline

 Morris

 Norridge

 Oak Park

 O’Fallon

 Orland Park

 Oswego

 Peoria

 Peru

 Rockford

 Rosemont

 Schaumburg

 Skokie

 Springfield

 St. Charles

 Vernon Hills

 Waukegan

 Westchester

 Wheaton

 Wood River

 Long John Silver’s

 www.ljsilvers.com.

 Some little kids won’t eat fish, but many probably will at this chain of nautically themed restaurants that started in 1969. Here mild-flavored cod is batter-dipped and deep-fried—delicious! For those who truly won’t eat fish, chicken “planks” are prepared the same way. Kids can get a meal with fish or chicken, fries, small soda, and toy in a colorful bag for about $3. Adults can choose from a tantalizing assortment of platters that include combinations of fish, chicken, shrimp, and clams, served with fries, coleslaw, hush puppies (deep-fried balls of cornmeal dough), and beverage. For those eschewing fried food, broiled fish platters also are available. Place your order at the counter and carry your food to the table or out the door. Some restaurants have a kids’ play area. Many now share space with an A&W, a Taco Bell, or a KFC, thanks to a 2002 acquisition by Yum! Brands, which owns those chains as well, so you may have to look carefully at the signage to find the blue-and-yellow Long John Silver’s logo. Locations include:

 Aurora

 Beardstown

 Belvidere

 Bensenville

 Bloomington

 Bolingbrook

 Bradley

 Calumet City

 Carbondale

 Centralia

 Champaign

 Chicago

 Chicago Heights

 Collinsville

 Countryside

 Crest Hill

 Danville

 Decatur

 DeKalb

 Downers Grove

 East Peoria

 Effingham

 Elgin

 Fairview Heights

 Forest Park

 Fox Lake

 Frankfort

 Freeport

 Galesburg

 Godfrey

 Granite City

 Gurnee

 Hanover Park

 Harrisburg

 Jacksonville

 Joliet

 Lincoln

 Lincolnwood

 Litchfield

 Machesney Park

 Macomb

 Marion

 Matteson

 Mattoon

 McHenry

 Minooka

 Moline

 Morris

 Mount Carmel

 Mount Vernon

 Mundelein

 New Lenox

 Oak Lawn

 Ottawa

 Pekin

 Peoria

 Pontiac

 Quincy

 Rantoul

 Romeoville

 Round Lake Beach

 Salem

 Shorewood

 South Elgin

 Springfield

 Sterling

 Streator

 Sycamore

 Taylorville

 Vandalia

 Waukegan

 West Frankfort

 Westmont

 Wood River

 McDonald’s

 (800) 244-6227; www.mcdonalds.com.

 The Oakbrook-based fast-food giant merits a brief mention here for its family-friendly atmosphere. Locations with a PlayPlace are especially helpful when traveling, because they provide a relatively safe environment for young children to work off some pent-up energy before getting back in the car. The food is familiar and consistent, and kids’ Happy Meals with toys remain a bargain at about $3. High chairs are usually available. By 2007, about half the McDonald’s restaurants nationwide had been renovated—or in some cases completely rebuilt—to incorporate more earth tones into both their interior and exterior appearance, partly in an attempt to compete with Starbucks for the young-and-hip clientele, but the chain is still plenty kid-friendly. Renovations continued into the 2010s. Locations throughout Illinois.

 Old Country Buffet

 See previous listing for Buffets, Inc.

 Olive Garden

 (800) 331-2729; www.olivegarden.com.

 This chain of sit-down restaurants, established in 1982, is good for families whose children are at least in grade school, because you do have to wait for your order to be taken, cooked, and delivered. Pasta entrees include such traditional favorites as lasagna, ravioli, and fettuccine Alfredo, but the specials often provide variations on those themes to great success. There are some chicken and seafood entrees on the menu as well. Entree prices range from about $10 to $15, including a big communal bowl of salad from which you can take as many servings as you like. Children can order pasta or their own minipizza for about $5. Locations include:

 Arlington Heights

 Bloomingdale

 Bloomington

 Bolingbrook

 Burbank

 Champaign

 Decatur

 Downers Grove

 Fairview Heights

 Gurnee

 Lansing

 Lincolnwood

 Matteson

 McHenry

 Naperville

 North Riverside

 Orland Park

 Oswego

 Peoria

 Rockford

 Schaumburg

 Springfield

 St. Charles

 Vernon Hills

 West Dundee

 Pizza Hut

 (800) 948-8488; www.pizzahut.com.

 This chain provides consistent quality in thin-crust, hand-tossed, and thick pizzas. Sit-down locations also typically offer salads, pasta dishes, and chicken wings in various flavors. Beverages are all nonalcoholic. Coupons can cut the cost a bit; check your Sunday newspaper or go online. You can also order your pizza online. Locations throughout Illinois.

 Popeyes Chicken

 (877) 767-3937; www.popeyes.com.

 “Love That Chicken from Popeyes!” That’s the company’s slogan, and the Schuldt family agrees with it wholeheartedly—Popeyes is our favorite fried-chicken chain. The flavorful chicken (mild or spicy) is crispy on the outside and juicy inside, and the buttery buttermilk biscuits melt in your mouth. Most Popeyes restaurants have both sit-down and carryout service. The chain started in New Orleans in 1972, and its menu reflects the cuisine of that region: You can get Cajun rice or red beans and rice in place of french fries, and some restaurants also offer Cajun crawfish. The kids’ meal costs about $3 and includes drink and toy. Popeyes was named after Gene Hackman’s Popeye Doyle character in the film The French Connection, but Popeye the Sailor Man is featured in the advertising. Coupons from the newspaper or online can cut the cost of a family dinner. Locations throughout Illinois.

 Portillo’s

 www.portillos.com.

 This casual Chicago-area chain, established in 1963, offers burgers, hot dogs, and other sandwiches such as chicken or Italian beef, typically in a one- or two-story restaurant with all sorts of interesting memorabilia to look at. Themes reflect such 20th-century eras as 1920s–30s Prohibition, 1930s–40s gangster, 1950s rock ‘n’ roll, or 1960s diner. The prices are low enough that no children’s menu is offered. Draft beer is available for adults who like suds with their dog. Locations include:

 Addison

 Arlington Heights

 Batavia

 Bloomingdale

 Bolingbrook

 Chicago

 Crestwood

 Crystal Lake

 Downers Grove

 Elk Grove Village

 Elmhurst

 Forest Park

 Glendale Heights

 Naperville

 Niles

 Northlake

 Oak Lawn

 Oswego

 Rolling Meadows

 Schaumburg

 Shorewood

 Skokie

 St. Charles

 Streamwood

 Summit

 Sycamore

 Tinley Park

 Vernon Hills

 Villa Park

 Willowbrook

 Red Lobster

 (800) 562-7837; www.redlobster.com.

 This sit-down restaurant chain offers reasonable-quality seafood, although the prices aren’t as reasonable as they used to be. Dinners are served with crisp lettuce salad and hot, garlicky biscuits. You can Create Your Own Platter of two or three seafood choices. Entrees run about $12 to $25. Most items on the children’s menu cost $5–$6, including drink; among them are popcorn shrimp, chicken planks, and macaroni and cheese. Locations include:

 Alton

 Aurora

 Bloomingdale

 Bloomington

 Bolingbrook

 Bradley

 Champaign

 Chicago

 Danville

 Downers Grove

 Fairview Heights

 Forsyth

 Geneva

 Gurnee

 Joliet

 Lincolnwood

 Marion

 Matteson

 Norridge

 Oak Lawn

 Orland Park

 Peoria

 Peru

 Rockford

 Schaumburg

 Springfield

 West Dundee

 Red Robin Gourmet Burgers

 (877) 733-6543; www.redrobin.com.

 This chain in the Chicago metro area is all about family fun, from the brightly colored decor to the perky servers to the cutesy names of the items on the menu. Many of the restaurants are in or near a shopping mall in an upscale or up-and-coming location, which explains how they can get away with charging 10 bucks for a burger and fries. The menu also offers chicken, fish, and pasta entrees in the $9–$12 range that seem much more reasonably priced. Prices for the kids’ menu are in the $4–$5 range, including a side dish but not including a drink. Besides the usual french fries, the sides include such healthy alternatives as fruit slices, baby carrots, and steamed broccoli. The entree choices include burger, corn dog, minipizza, chicken fingers, spaghetti, grilled cheese sandwich, cheese quesadilla, and macaroni and cheese. For $2–$3, you can add a milk shake, root beer float, or smoothie. Grown-ups may select beer, wine, or a foo-foo cocktail if they wish. Locations include:

 Algonquin

 Bloomingdale

 Bolingbrook

 Edwardsville

 Fairview Heights

 Hoffman Estates

 Lincolnshire

 Orland Park

 Oswego

 Plainfield

 Rockford

 Schaumburg

 Skokie

 South Elgin

 Warrenville

 Ryan’s Grill Buffet and Bakery

 See previous listing for Buffets, Inc.

 Sonic Drive-In

 (866) 657-6642; www.sonicdrivein.com.

 This Oklahoma-based southern burger chain—established in 1953, two years before Ray Kroc opened the first McDonald’s in Des Plaines—began creeping northward in the early 2000s and by 2010 had reached as far north as Lake Zurich. The tricky part for Sonic in Illinois will be figuring out how to survive a Midwestern winter when the dining area is all outdoors: drive-in stalls serviced by brightly clad carhops on roller skates, plus a patio with picnic tables. One carhop the Schuldt family spoke with simply shrugged and said, “I’ll wear a parka.” But before the snow falls, pile the kids in the car and show them how it was done in the “good ol’ days,” even if those days were before your time, too. The experience has greater appeal than the food itself: the flat, wide burgers, the french fries, and the corn dogs are rather ordinary, though the breading on the chicken strips is better than average. Complete the order with a milk shake, malt, or soft-serve sundae, or think outside the retro box and get a smoothie. The Wacky Pack kids’ meal comes with any of the aforementioned entrees or a grilled cheese sandwich, plus fries, a fruity Slush, and a prize, all for about $3. By the way, the chain has no connection with Sonic the Hedgehog and instead has its own cartoon clan: four kids named Molly, Junior, Cherrie, and Pete, plus Coney the wiener dog. Locations include:

 Algonquin

 Anna

 Aurora

 Bartlett

 Belleville

 Belvidere

 Carbondale

 Centralia

 Champaign

 Cherry Valley

 Collinsville

 Columbia

 Country Club Hills

 Du Quoin

 East Alton

 East Peoria

 Edwardsville

 Freeport

 Godfrey

 Harrisburg

 Highland

 Jacksonville

 Jerseyville

 Lake Zurich

 Lockport

 Marion

 Mattoon

 Metropolis

 Moline

 Mount Vernon

 O’Fallon

 Pekin

 Peoria

 Savoy

 Silvis

 Springfield

 Swansea

 West Frankfort

 Steak ’n Shake

 (317) 633-4100; www.steaknshake.com.

 If you’re looking for some atmosphere in an economical choice, Steak ’n Shake restaurants are done up in black-and-white ersatz art deco. The chain began in 1934 in Normal and for many years remained concentrated in central, western, and southern Illinois, but it began to reach northward into the Chicago suburbs in the late 1990s. The menu offers “steakburgers” (like hamburgers, only allegedly made with better-quality beef) and other sandwiches accompanied by thin french fries, salads, and other assorted side dishes. The dessert menu is heavy on mouthwatering ice-cream concoctions, including “half-and-half” milk shakes with two separate flavors divided vertically in a tall glass. Most Steak ’n Shake restaurants are open 24 hours a day, seven days a week, serving breakfast as well as lunch and dinner. Locations include:

 Alton

 Aurora

 Batavia

 Belleville

 Bloomington

 Bolingbrook

 Bourbonnais

 Carbondale

 Champaign

 Collinsville

 Danville

 Darien

 Decatur

 DeKalb

 Downers Grove

 East Peoria

 Edwardsville

 Effingham

 Elgin

 Elk Grove Village

 Evanston

 Fairview Heights

 Forsyth

 Frankfort

 Galesburg

 Glendale Heights

 Glenview

 Gurnee

 Hoffman Estates

 Jacksonville

 Joliet

 Lake in the Hills

 Lincoln

 Machesney Park

 Marion

 Mattoon

 McHenry

 Moline

 Morton

 Mount Prospect

 Mount Vernon

 Naperville

 Normal

 O’Fallon

 Pekin

 Peoria

 Peru

 Quincy

 Rockford

 Rolling Meadows

 Rosemont

 Springfield

 Streamwood

 Tinley Park

 Urbana

 West Chicago

 Wood River

 T.G.I. Friday’s

 (800) 374-3297; www.tgifriday.com.

 Here is a sit-down restaurant where you can bring the kids and not have to worry about them getting too loud. Chances are, the place is already loud. The restaurant exudes a party atmosphere, but the place also tries to seem homey and old-fashioned. A raised section in the center of the restaurant houses a bar. High chairs and booster seats are generally available. The menu is almost a book, it has so many pages. Sandwiches cost about $7 to $10 and are typically served with french fries. Entrees, most served with soup or salad, potato, and sometimes vegetables, fall in the $10 to $15 range for pasta, chicken, fish, and shrimp, and in the $15 to $25 range for steaks and ribs. A menu of smaller “right portion” entrees are in the $7 to $10 range, sparing both your diet and your wallet. The children’s menu entrees for either lunch or dinner cost about $5, often but not always including drink. Open for lunch and dinner. Locations include:

 Aurora

 Batavia

 Bedford Park

 Bloomingdale

 Bloomington

 Bolingbrook

 Bourbonnais

 Champaign

 Chicago

 Crystal Lake

 Darien

 East Peoria

 Effingham

 Glenview

 Gurnee

 Hoffman Estates

 Joliet

 Lake Zurich

 Lombard

 Moline

 Naperville

 Oak Lawn

 Oak Park

 Orland Park

 Oswego

 Peoria

 Quincy

 Rockford

 Rosemont

 Schaumburg

 Springfield

 St. Charles

 Vernon Hills

 Wheeling

 Wendy’s

 (614) 764-3100; www.wendys.com.

 Serving lunch and dinner; some locations are open late into the evening. High chairs and booster seats are generally available. Wendy’s is one of the best fast-food buys around. The value menu features a variety of items for only 99 cents, so you can have a feast for only two or three bucks per person. There are kid meals with little prizes, if you want to go that route, usually under $3. Most adult combos with burger, fries, and drink are under $6. The hearty stuffed pitas fall in the $3 to $4 range. Most Wendy’s restaurants tend to be clean and well lit. Locations throughout Illinois.


 Lodging Appendix

 The following is a list of some of the more family-oriented hotel and motel chains. Individual listings in each town include information on a particular property’s size, amenities, and price category (prices do vary by location; for example, downstate properties are typically less expensive than those in the Chicago metro area). You’ll take some of the anxiety out of your trip if you make your reservations in advance. Rates may vary by season, usually being higher in summer. At most of these chains, kids stay free in the same room with their parents, but the age cutoff may be 12 at one place and 18 at another, so check the specifics when you make your reservation. Be sure to ask about any special rates or package deals that are sometimes available. You’ll also save money by staying at a hotel or motel that includes breakfast in the room rate. Note the following terms:

 Continental breakfast: At least coffee and some sort of bread or pastry. Exactly what you get varies from one property to another. Many also include juice, milk, and cold cereal.

 Full or American breakfast: Hot food such as bacon and eggs or pancakes. Rarely included in the price of a room at any hotel or motel.

 The lines have blurred a little in recent years: sometimes what’s called a “continental” breakfast may include some hot food, such as oatmeal or waffles. The serve-yourself “breakfast bar” or “breakfast buffet” also follows that sort of mixed approach.

 If you plan to bring a pet along, be sure to call the hotel or motel in advance. Even among places that allow pets, there are usually some restrictions. For example, some properties allow only “small” pets, and you need to be sure yours would be what they, not you, consider small. You also may have to pay a fee, typically $5 to $10 per night but sometimes as much as $50, or leave a deposit when you check in. Finally, a responsible member of your party must be with the pet at all times.

 To get extra value from your stay, consider joining one or more of the hotel rewards programs. Enrollment is free, and for each stay, you accumulate points toward a free stay in the future. (It may take a few years to reach that point, depending on how frequently you travel.) Some programs offer the alternative of receiving points or “miles” in certain airline rewards programs if you prefer. Most of the programs include various other perks such as express check-in, free room upgrade, free concierge service, or a free newspaper delivered to your door. Hotel rewards programs include:

 • Best Western Gold Crown. You can choose hotel points or airline miles.

 • Choice Privileges. Points can be applied either to the hotel program or to an airline, Amtrak, or cruise line reward program. This program encompasses Comfort Inn, Econo Lodge, Quality Inn, and Sleep Inn (all listed in this appendix) as well as Cambria, Clarion, Main Stay, Rodeway Inn, and Suburban properties.

 • HHonors. The first H is for Hilton. This program claims to be the only program in which you can earn both hotel points and airline miles for the same stay. Also unlike some others, it also offers the option of transferring points to and from the accounts of friends or family members who are also HHonors members. The downside is that most of the properties in the program are pricier than the average family would choose to pay, although the Hampton chain (listed in this appendix) offers midrange accommodations. Other chains in the program include Conrad, DoubleTree, Embassy, Hilton, Homewood, and Waldorf-Astoria.

 • Marriott Rewards. Earn either hotel points or airline miles. Participants include Fairfield Inn (listed in this appendix) as well as the Courtyard, Marriott, Renaissance, Residence Inn, SpringHill Suites, and TownePlace Suites properties.

 • Priority Club. Earn either hotel points or airline miles. Participants include Holiday Inn (listed in this appendix) as well as the upscale Crowne Plaza, Hotel Indigo, and Intercontinental chains and the Candlewood and Staybridge Suites designed for businesspeople who need longer-term accommodation.

 • RediCard. Simple but effective, this program gives you 10 points per $1 spent at a Red Roof Inn (listed in this appendix). When you reach 5,000 points, you can choose either a free hotel night, 1,000 Delta airline miles, or five T-Mobile HotSpot one-day prepaid phone cards.

 • Wyndham Rewards. Earn either hotel points or airline miles. This program offers perhaps the widest array of properties, running the gamut from economy chains such as Super 8 and Travelodge through midrange chains including Baymont, Days Inn, and Ramada (all listed in this appendix) to the more upscale Wyndham Resorts. The advantage to you is that you can rack up your points at the less-expensive properties and then cash them in for a free stay at a Wyndham. Other participants include Hawthorn, Howard Johnson, Knights Inn, and Microtel.

 *An asterisk indicates that there is a listing for a specific hotel or motel in that town’s Where to Stay entry.

 Baymont Inn and Suites

 Reservations (877) 229-6668, TDD (800) 835-4410 for hearing impaired, Customer Service (866) 464-2321; www.baymontinns.com.

 Formerly Budgetel, most of these properties are three- or four-story rectangular concrete blocks. They have comfortable, nicely furnished rooms inside, and all that cement seems to help muffle outside noise. Rooms have coffeemakers and cable TV. Some Baymont Inns also have suites. Only a few of the Baymont Inns in Illinois have a swimming pool. None of the Illinois properties has a restaurant on the premises, but there is usually one within walking distance, often next door. Nearly all the Illinois properties accept “small pets.” It’s best to check with the specific one you want to stay at to determine what they consider “small.” All are willing to make special accommodations for nonsmokers or persons with disabilities. There’s all sorts of stuff for business travelers, too. Baymont participates in the Wyndham Rewards program. Locations include:

 *Alsip

 Bloomington

 Calumet City

 Champaign

 Decatur

 Elk Grove Village

 Freeport

 Glenview

 *Mattoon

 Morton

 Naperville

 North Aurora

 O’Fallon

 *Peoria

 Peru

 Rochelle

 Rockford

 Springfield

 *Tuscola

 Best Western

 (800) 780-7234, TDD (800) 528-2222 for hearing impaired; www.bestwestern.com.

 Although Best Western claims to be “the World’s Largest Hotel Chain,” its properties are independently owned and operated, so there is a much greater variation in appearance, amenities, and quality than with many other chains. Most of the ones in Illinois are two-story motels, although there are a few high-rise hotels. Some have an indoor or outdoor swimming pool. Some allow pets. Some have a restaurant on the premises. Some include breakfast in the room rate. Some of the properties are beautiful and well maintained, some so-so, and a few downright divey. If you can, visit the particular motel you want before you book a room there. If that’s not feasible, check the Web site or try to get the chain’s current Travelers’ Guide & Road Atlas, a detailed list for each location. At all U.S. Best Westerns, children age 12 or younger stay free in the same room with a paying adult. Best Western has a rewards program, Gold Crown. Locations include:

 Annawan Burbank

 *Chester

 *Chicago

 Countryside

 Danville

 DeKalb

 Des Plaines

 Effingham

 Evanston

 *Fairview Heights

 Flora

 *Galena

 *Galesburg

 Gurnee

 Joliet

 Lincoln

 Macomb

 *Moline

 Monee

 *Monticello

 Morton

 Morton Grove

 Naperville

 Nashville

 *Normal

 Oak Forest

 Rantoul

 Robinson

 Rockford

 Romeoville

 Rosemont

 Sandwich

 Savoy

 South Beloit

 Springfield

 *St. Charles

 Westmont

 Comfort Inn

 (877) 424-6423 English, (866) 291-9816 Spanish/Español, (800) 267-3837 French/Français, TTY (800) 228-3323 for hearing impaired; www.comfortinn.com or www.choicehotels.com.

 Properties vary in appearance, but most are rectangular, light-colored buildings two to six stories high. Rooms are comfortable, all with free high-speed Internet access and most with cable TV. There are a few Comfort Suites, which feature partially divided living and sleeping areas (no door between them) and a coffeemaker and small refrigerator. Among the approximately 50 properties in Illinois, more than half have an indoor swimming pool; a few have an outdoor pool, and some have no pool at all. Be sure to check for the one you’re interested in. Policies regarding pets also vary. A few Comfort Inns have a restaurant on the premises, but most do not. All include the Comfort Sunshine Breakfast, which features freshly made waffles, in the room rate. Comfort Inn participates in the Choice Privileges rewards program. Locations include:

 *Alton

Antioch

 *Arcola

 *Aurora (Suites also)

 Bloomington (Suites)

 Cahokia

 Carbondale

 Casey

 *Chicago

 Collinsville

 Crystal Lake

 Danville

 *Des Plaines

 Dixon

 *Downers Grove

 East Moline

 Edwardsville

 Effingham (Suites also)

 Elgin (Suites only)

 Fairview Heights (Suites only)

 Forsyth

 Franklin Park

 Fulton

 Galesburg

 *Geneva

 Grayslake (Suites only)

 *Gurnee (Suites also)

 Harrisburg

 Harvey (Suites also)

 Hoffman Estates

 *Joliet

 Lansing (Suites only)

 Lincoln

 Litchfield

 Lombard (Suites only)

 *Marion (Suites only)

 Markham

 Mattoon (Suites only)

 Mendota

 *Moline

 *Morris

 Mount Vernon (Suites only)

 Mundelein

 Normal (Suites only)

 Oakbrook Terrace (Suites only)

 *Orland Park

 Ottawa

 Palatine

 Peoria (Suites only)

 Pontiac

 *Quincy

 Rochelle (Suites also)

 *Rockford

 Romeoville

 Salem (Suites also)

 Schaumburg (Suites only)

 Schiller Park (Suites only)

 Skokie

 South Jacksonville

 *Springfield (Suites also)

 Sycamore

 Tinley Park (Suites only)

 Waukegan

 Days Inn

 (800) 329-7466 English, (888) 709-4024 Spanish/Español; www.daysinn.com.

 The size and shape of the buildings vary, and so do the amenities offered. Most offer high-speed Internet access. Some have an indoor heated pool, some have an outdoor pool, and some have no pool. Some have an on-site restaurant. Some include continental breakfast in the room rate. The main thing they have in common is comfortable rooms at economical prices. Days Inn participates in the Wyndham Rewards program. Locations include:

 Alsip

 *Barrington

 Benton

 *Bloomington

 Bridgeview

 Burbank

 Cairo

 Carbondale

 Caseyville

 Champaign

 Charleston

 Chicago

 Collinsville

 Danville

 Decatur

 *Effingham

 *Elgin

 *Elk Grove Village

 El Paso

 Farmer City

 Lansing

 Libertyville

 Macomb

 Marion

 Moline

 Morris

 Morton

 Mount Vernon

 Naperville

 Normal

 North Chicago

 O’Fallon

 Oglesby

 Ottawa

 Pontoon Beach

 Princeton

 Quincy

 Rantoul

 Rockford

 Sheffield

 *Springfield

 *St. Charles

 *Vandalia

 Waukegan

 Woodstock

 Econo Lodge

 (877) 424-6423 English, (866) 291-9816 Spanish/Español, (800) 267-3837 French/Français, TTY (800) 228-3323 for hearing impaired; www.econolodge.com or www.choicehotels.com.

 As its name implies, Econo Lodge is a place for the budget-minded. Its membership in the Choice Hotels family, however, provides some indication that you can reasonably expect the room to be clean and comfortable even if basic. Amenities are limited, although all offer a complimentary continental breakfast and most provide high-speed Internet access. Half the Illinois properties have an indoor or outdoor pool, and all except Granite City allow pets. Econo Lodge participates in the Choice Privileges rewards program. Locations include:

 *Belleville

 Bloomington’

 Carbondale

 Champaign

 Decatur

 *Effingham

 Granite City

 Greenville

 Gurnee

 Harvey

 Jacksonville

 Macomb

 Marion

 Maryville

 *Pekin

 Princeton

 Fairfield Inn

 (888) 236-2427, TDD (800) 228-7014 for hearing impaired; www.fairfieldinn.com.

 Fairfield Inn is the economy-class member of the Marriott family. The building is two to four stories high. Rooms have simple, comfortable furnishings and cable TV. All the Illinois inns have a heated swimming pool, most an indoor one with whirlpool as well. All properties in the chain include continental breakfast in the price of the room. Properties following the Marriott Smoke-Free Hotel Policy do not allow smoking anywhere in the building, including the guest rooms. A designated area for smoking is provided outside the building, but if you’re a smoker, you’ll probably be more comfortable staying elsewhere. Locations include:

 Bedford Park

 Bloomington

 *Bourbonnais

 *Champaign

 Chicago

 Collinsville

 Danville

 East Peoria

 Effingham

 *Fairview Heights

 Forsyth

 *Galesburg

 Glenview

 *Gurnee

 Joliet

 Lombard

 *Marion

 *Moline

 Mount Vernon

 Naperville

 Peru

 Quincy

 Rockford

 *Springfield

 St. Charles

 Tinley Park

 Hampton Inn

 (800) 426-7866; www.hamptoninn.com.

 The inn is usually a white building, three to five stories high. Room amenities include coffeemakers, irons and ironing boards, high-speed Internet access, and a free movie channel on the TV. Wireless service is available in all public areas. Nearly all of the more than 30 Hampton Inns in Illinois have a swimming pool, about half an indoor one. Room rates include the On the House hot breakfast. Hampton Inn participates in the HHonors rewards program. Locations include:

 Addison

 Aurora

 Bedford Park

 Bloomington

 Bolingbrook

 *Bourbonnais

 Carbondale

 Carol Stream

 Chicago

 Collinsville

 Columbia

 *Crestwood

 Deer Park

 East Peoria

 Effingham

 Elgin

 Fairview Heights

 Forsyth

 Freeport

 Glen Carbon

 *Gurnee

 Jacksonville

 Joliet

 Libertyville

 Lincoln

 *Lincolnshire

 Litchfield

 *Lombard

 Marion

 Matteson

 *Mattoon

 McHenry

 Moline

 Mount Vernon

 Naperville

 Normal

 Ottawa

 Peoria

 Quincy

 *Rockford

 *Schaumburg

 Schiller Park

 Skokie

 *Springfield

 St. Charles

 Tinley Park

 *Urbana

 Westchester

 Holiday Inn

 (888) 465-4329; www.holiday-inn.com.

 Properties vary in appearance but usually have nicely furnished rooms, an indoor or outdoor pool, and a restaurant on the premises. They are pretty reliable in terms of cleanliness and competent staff. Typically breakfast is available in the restaurant or through room service, but the cost is not included in the room rate. The newer Holiday Inn Express properties are generally smaller and do not have an on-site restaurant (usually there’s an independent restaurant nearby), but they typically do include a continental breakfast in the room rate. They may or may not have a pool; it’s best to double-check. Those with suites have a separate living-room area, and usually there’s a door between it and the bedroom area. Holiday Inn participates in the Priority Club rewards program. Locations include:

 Algonquin

 *Alton

 Arlington Heights

 Aurora

 Bedford Park

Beloit

 Bloomington

 Bolingbrook

 *Bourbonnais

Bradley

 Cahokia

 Calumet Park

 Carbondale

 Carol Stream

 Champaign

 *Chicago

 *Collinsville

 *Countryside

 *Crystal Lake

 Danville

 DeKalb

 *Downers Grove

 East Peoria

 Edwardsville

 *Effingham

 *Elgin

 *Elk Grove Village

 Elmhurst

 Fairview Heights

 Freeport

 Galesburg

 Glenview

 Granite City

 Gurnee

 Harvey

 Highland

 Hillside

 Hinsdale

 Hoffman Estates

 Itasca

 Jacksonville

 Joliet

 Kankakee

 Lake Zurich

 Lansing

 LaSalle

 Le Roy

 Libertyville

 Lincoln

 Lincolnshire

 Lisle

 Litchfield

 Lombard

 Loves Park

 Macomb

 Marion

 Matteson

 Mattoon

 Metropolis

 Moline

 Monee

 *Morris

 Mount Prospect

 *Mount Vernon

 Mundelein

 *Naperville

 Northbrook

 Oakbrook Terrace

 O’Fallon

 Oglesby

 Oswego

 Ottawa

 Palatine

 Pekin

 *Peoria

 Peru

 Pontiac

 Pontoon Beach

 Riverwoods

 Rochelle

 Rock Falls

 *Rockford

 Rock Island

 Rolling Meadows

 Rosemont

 Schaumburg

 Shiloh

 Silversmith

 Skokie

 Sparta

 Springfield

 *St. Charles

 Sterling

 Sycamore

 Tinley Park

 Troy

 *Tuscola

 Urbana

 Vandalia

 Warrenville

 Waukegan

 Wheaton

 Wheeling

 William Tell

 Willowbrook

 Woodstock

 Motel 6

 (800) 466-8356 English, (877) 467-7224 Spanish/Español; www.motel6.com.

 This budget chain offers low-cost lodging. The rooms may not be the largest or quietest you’ve ever stayed in, but they’re usually reasonably clean and comfortable and include free cable TV. About half the properties have an outdoor swimming pool. Although free coffee is provided in the lobby, there are no meals included in the room rate, and only a few properties have a restaurant on-site, but usually food of some sort is nearby. Kids age 17 and younger stay free in the same room with an adult family member. “Well-behaved pets” are allowed at all Motel 6 locations but must be declared at registration and attended at all times. Book online with the “Click 6” feature and you’ll knock about $5 off the nightly room rate. Locations include:

 Arlington Heights

 *Aurora

 *Bourbonnais

 Calumet Park

 Carbondale

 Caseyville

 Collinsville

 East Peoria

 Effingham

 Elk Grove Village

 Glenview

 Joliet

 Marion

 *Metropolis

 Minonk

 Moline

 *Mount Vernon

 *Normal

 Palatine

 Rockford

 Rolling Meadows

 Schiller Park

 Springfield

 Urbana

 *Villa Park

 Waukegan

 Quality Inn

 (877) 424-6423 English, (866) 291-9816 Spanish/Español, (800) 267-3837 French/Français; TTY (800) 228-3323 for hearing impaired; www.qualityinn.com or www.choicehotels.com.

 Properties vary in appearance. All offer free high-speed Internet access and local calls. A cousin of Comfort Inn, Quality Inn is geared more toward the economy-minded business traveler, but families can sometimes find a bargain on the weekend, when many business travelers have gone home. Most of the Illinois properties have an indoor or outdoor swimming pool. All include in the price of a room the Q Corner Café Breakfast, which features freshly cooked waffles and eggs and hot cereal in addition to cold cereal, yogurt, and pastries. Some Quality Inns also include suites. Quality Inn is a participant in the Choice Privileges rewards program. Locations include:

 Aurora

 Bloomington (Suites also)

 Bradley (Suites also)

 Burr Ridge

 *Carbondale

 Caseyville

 Champaign

 Dixon (Suites also)

 Elgin

 Elk Grove Village

 Elmhurst

 Loves Park

 Marion

 Morris

 Morton

 Mount Vernon

 O’Fallon

 Rockford (Suites only)

 Schaumburg

 Schiller Park

 Waukegan

 Ramada

 (800) 272-6232; www.ramada.com.

 Between 2008 and 2010, the number of Ramada properties in Illinois was cut by more than half—from 30 to 14. Whether the result of the economic downturn or a broader corporate strategy, you’ll have to look harder than you used to if you want to find one with the Ramada name. (Many of the properties still exist but were sold to other hotel chains.) The typical Ramada Inn has nicely furnished rooms, an indoor or outdoor pool, and a restaurant on the premises. Breakfast usually is available in the restaurant or through room service and is not included in the room rate, but some properties do include a continental breakfast. Ramada Limited properties are smaller motels that offer a continental breakfast with the room. The “100% Smoke-Free” policy is in effect at some Ramada properties, which means smoking is not allowed anywhere in the building, not even in the guest rooms. If you smoke and prefer not to be exiled to the great outdoors to light up, call ahead to check. Ramada is a participant in the Wyndham Rewards program. Locations include:

 Bloomington

 Bolingbrook

 Carbondale

 *Chicago

 *Decatur

 Fairview Heights

 Galena

 Galesburg

 Glendale Heights

 Moline

 Springfield

 Urbana

 *Vandalia

 Waukegan

 Red Roof Inn

 (866) 686-4355 or (800) 333-0991; www.redroof.com.

 This is a fairly economical chain that offers clean, comfortable rooms. It’s fine if you’re just looking for a place to sleep. But if you want to hang out at the motel, this chain may not be your best choice because most have few amenities of interest to kids. None of the Illinois properties has a swimming pool or an on-site restaurant; only the Troy property offers breakfast with the room. Red Roof Inns allow one small pet per room. The pet must be declared at registration and attended at all times. Check online for “Red Hot Deals” on room rates. And if you happen to be a teacher, ask about the 25% discount the chain offers for you. Red Roof has a rewards program, RediCard. Locations include:

 Arlington Heights

 Champaign

 *Chicago

 Deerfield

 *Downers Grove

 Hoffman Estates

 Joliet

 Lansing

 Mount Vernon

 Naperville

 Peoria

 Rockford

 Springfield

 Troy

 Willowbrook

 Sleep Inn

 (877) 424-6423 English, (866) 291-9816 Spanish/Español, (800) 267-3837 French/Français; TTY (800) 228-3323 for hearing impaired; www.sleepinn.com or www.choicehotels.com.

 A cousin of Comfort Inn, Sleep Inn is more of a budget chain, with comfortable rooms and few amenities in one- or two-story buildings. Most of the Illinois properties do not have a swimming pool or a restaurant on the premises. (The Peoria one has an indoor pool and also offers suites.) All do include high-speed Internet access and continental breakfast in the room rate. Sleep Inn is a participant in the Choice Privileges rewards program. Locations include:

 Bedford Park

 Danville

 Decatur

 Greenville

 Lake Bluff

 Lansing

 *Naperville

 O’Fallon

 Peoria (Suites also)

 Pontoon Beach

 Rockford

 Springfield

 *Tinley Park

 Urbana

 Washington (Suites also)

 Super 8

 Reservations (800) 800-8000 English, (877) 202-8812 Spanish/Español, Customer Service (800) 454-3509; www.super8.com.

 This South Dakota-based budget chain blankets Illinois, especially in some of the smaller communities. Rooms tend to be clean and comfortable, the amenities minimal, although a few have a swimming pool. All offer high-speed Internet access, cable TV, coffeemaker, and a basic continental breakfast in the room rate. Kids age 17 or younger stay free in the same room with an adult family member. Some of the properties allow pets. Locations include:

 Altamont

 Alton

 Anna

 Aurora

 Beardstown

 *Belleville

 Benton

 Bloomington

 Bourbonnais

 Bridgeview

 Canton

 *Carbondale

 Carlyle

 *Champaign

 Chenoa

 Chicago

 Chillicothe

 *Collinsville

 *Crystal Lake

 Danville

 *DeKalb

 Dixon

 DuQuoin

 Dwight

 East Hazel Crest

 *East Moline

 East Peoria

 Effingham

 Elgin

 Elk Grove Village

 El Paso

 Fairview Heights

 Galesburg

 Geneseo

 Gilman

 Grayville

 Greenville

 Hampshire

 Harrisburg

 Jacksonville

 Jerseyville

 Joliet

 *Kewanee

 Lansing

 LeRoy

 Lincoln

 Litchfield

 Macomb

 Marion

 Marshall

 *Mattoon

 McHenry

 McLean

 Mendota

 *Metropolis

 Mokena

 Moline

 Monee

 Monmouth

 Morris

 Morton Grove

 Mount Carmel

 Mount Vernon

 Mundelein

 *Normal

 Northlake

 Okawville

 Olney

 Ottawa

 Paris

 Pekin

 Peoria

 Peru

 Pinckneyville

 Pontiac

 Pontoon Beach

 Princeton

 Prospect Heights

 Quincy

 Rantoul

 Richmond

 River Grove

 Rochelle

 Rock Falls

 Rockford

 Romeoville

 Salem

 *Savanna

 *Springfield

 Staunton

 *St. Charles

 Taylorville

 Troy

 *Tuscola

 Urbana

 Washington

 Waterloo

 Watseka

 Waukegan

 Wenona

 Willowbrook

 Woodstock

 Yorkville

 Travelodge

 (800) 578-7878; www.travelodge.com.

 Travelodge is a good choice for families on a budget. The properties are usually two-story buildings with 50 to 100 clean, comfortable rooms. All of the properties are “100% Smoke-Free,” including the guest rooms. Most of the Illinois properties have an outdoor swimming pool. About half the properties allow pets; check ahead of time. All the Illinois properties either have a restaurant on the premises or are located near one. All the properties include in the room rate the Bear Bites Breakfast featuring coffee, orange juice, hot and cold cereal, bagels, pastries, and fresh fruit. Locations include:

 Chicago

 *DeKalb

 *Freeport

 Morton

 Rockford

 Springfield

 *Vandalia
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