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  The Habits was first performed at Hampstead Theatre Downstairs, London, on 28 February 2025, with the following cast:


  
    
      	
        BEV

      

      	

      	
        Debra Baker

      
    


    
      	
        MILO

      

      	

      	
        Jamie Bisping

      
    

	  
 
      	
        MARYN

      

      	

      	
        Sara Hazemi

      
    

	  
    
      	
        JESS

      

      	

      	
        Ruby Stokes

      
    

	  
    
      	
        DENNIS

      

      	

      	
        Paul Thornley

      
    


    
      	
        Director

      

      	

      	
        Ed Madden

      
    


    
      	
        Designer

      

      	

      	
        Alys Whitehead

      
    


    
      	
        Lighting Designer

      

      	

      	
        Laura Howard

      
    


    
      	
        Sound Designer

      

      	

      	
        Max Pappenheim

      
    

  


  
    
  


  


  Characters


  JESS, sixteen


  MARYN, twenty-one


  MILO, twenty-one


  DENNIS, fity-five


  BEV, fifty


  A Note on the Text


  This play takes place around a single table in WarBoar Boardgames Caf, Bromley, BR1.


  A forward slash in a line of dialogue ( / ) marks the point of interruption of overlapping dialogue. A forward slash at the beginning of a line of dialogue indicates that this line should begin before the previous has been completed.


  [Text in square brackets indicates a words the character intends to say, but doesnt manage to.]


  In this play, characters play Dungeons & Dragons. You can find an overview of the game online. Rules have been largely followed, with some small changes to support the dramatic action.


  When characters are voicing a character in the game, their dialogue is written in this font.


  This ebook was created before the end of rehearsals and so may differ slightly from the play as performed.


  
    
  


  


  ACT TWO


  Scene One


  BEV. Banker. Banker.


  JESS snaps up. DENNIS, BEV, MARYN and MILO at the table too.


  Theyre playing Monopoly. BEV, DENNIS and MILO are drinking. BEVs police uniform jacket draped over her chair.


  JESS. Sorry.


  BEV. In her own world! Id like to buy Fleet Street. Here you are


  BEV counts out her money and hands it to JESS.


  Then Ill take my turn.


  BEV rolls. Then moves her piece.


  One. Two. Three. Four. Five.


  Fleet Street. Okie dokie.


  BEV counts out the money.


  One hundred, one-fifty, two-hundred, two-ten, two-twenty.


  BEV passes dice to DENNIS.


  Your turn, love.


  DENNIS rolls.


  DENNIS (to JESS). Can you move me five along please?


  JESS. I just dont understand why we cant 


  DENNIS. Its been four months of the Nightmare King, Jess, we can have a week off. Can you move me five along please?


  JESS moves DENNIS along.


  Id like to buy Old Kent Road.


  MILO. Oh my god. Stop buying property. Im absolutely fucked.


  BEV. Language.


  JESS. sixty quid.


  DENNIS pays.


  MILO. You hate Monopoly.


  DENNIS (sternly). I love Monopoly, Milo.


  He gives JESS the money. JESS rolls.


  JESS. Eleven.


  She makes her move.


  BEV. So how do you all know each other?


  MARYN. From school.


  BEV. From school.


  JESS passes the dice to MARYN who takes her turn.


  (To JESS.) How old are you?


  JESS. Sixteen.


  BEV. Youre still at school?


  JESS. Yeah.


  BEV. Right. And you two are a little older?


  JESS. Theyre Matts friends.


  BEV. Whos Matt? Boyfriend?


  DENNIS lightly touches BEVs hand.


  What?


  JESS. Your turn Milo.


  MILO rolls.


  MILO. Fuck.


  MARYN. Just pay bail.


  MILO. Im not paying bail. Im getting out with a double.


  He passes the dice to BEV.


  BEV. Here we go again.


  She rolls.


  Double six! Chance.


  She draws.


  Send a player of your choice straight to jail.


  She unclips her handcuffs from her jacket.


  Whos it going to be?


  She waves them around.


  DENNIS. Dont do it!


  BEV. Youre coming with me son! Or maybe its not you.


  BEV moves the handcuffs around, and points at MARYN.


  Maybe its you.


  MARYN. Fucking hell.


  Beat.


  BEV. Im just having a laugh.


  DENNIS. Ill go to jail.


  MARYN. I think for you to even be joking 


  DENNIS. Maryn.


  MARYN. What? What? Its  its 


  BEV. I didnt touch you.


  MARYN. You cant just wave handcuffs about. Why do you even have those?


  BEV. It was a joke!


  MARYN. You dont get it do you.


  Beat.


  BEV. You know. Last week I had to visit the parents of that boy who got knocked off his scooter at the junction on Court Road. Yesterday, I helped a very brave abuse victim leave her house, and she could only do it because I was there.


  MARYN. Where did she go afterwards? Theres barely any emergency housing in the borough.


  BEV. Just remember whos out there, and whos in here on their phone. My niece, her stories, its bikini picture, Palestine, Trans Rights, bikini picture. What does she actually do?


  DENNIS. Who wants a drink?


  MARYN. Im choosing not to engage with that, because you are avoiding the point, which is that there is strong evidence the police do net harm to every community you enter  more people in prison, more repeat offenders 


  BEV (quietly). Grow up.


  MARYN. What did you say?


  BEV. Grow up love. Grow up.


  MARYN. The first warning sign that youre in a cult is being faced with evidence and refusing to believe it. People like you cant look at yourselves in the fucking mirror.


  DENNIS. Guys. Everyones


  BEV. What? Everyones what?


  DENNIS. Everyones valid.


  MILO. This is so funny.


  MARYN. / Its not funny.


  BEV. Its not funny.


  BEV is a little upset.


  MARYN. Look its okay  just 


  MARYN is almost crying too. Its all very raw.


  BEV. Look at us. Sorry love Im just a bit  a bit 


  MARYN. Im going to the loo.


  MARYN gets up and goes.


  DENNIS. Sorry.


  MILO throws in his money.


  MILO. Ive lost anyway.


  BEV. You cant quit halfway through. Im trying to get to know you all. Dennis did girls night.


  DENNIS. I did.


  MILO. Im not going, Im just not playing Monopoly.


  BEV. Whats wrong with Monopoly?!


  MILO. Its like  My hell would be  You know in that movie when the guy has to play chess with Death? Ill have to play Monopoly Seventieth Anniversary Edition.


  BEV (to JESS). What about you?


  JESS. Theres this variant of Monopoly called Longest Game Ever


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
    
  


  A Nick Hern Book


  The Habits first published in Great Britain as a paperback original in 2025 by Nick Hern Books Limited, The Glasshouse, 49a Goldhawk Road, London W12 8QP


  This ebook first published in 2025


  The Habits copyright  2025 Jack Bradfield


  Jack Bradfield has asserted his right to be identified as the author of this work


  Cover photography: Dwi Yulianto/Shutterstock


  Designed and typeset by Nick Hern Books, London


  A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library


  ISBN 978 1 83904 400 7 (print edition)

  ISBN 978 1 78850 843 8 (ebook edition)


  CAUTIONThis ebook is copyright material and must not be copied, reproduced, transferred, distributed, leased, licensed or publicly performed or used in any way except as specifically permitted in writing by the publishers, as allowed under the terms and conditions under which it was purchased or as strictly permitted by applicable copyright law. Any unauthorised distribution or use of this text may be a direct infringement of the authors and publishers rights, and those responsible may be liable in law accordingly.


  Amateur Performing Rights Applications for performance, including readings and excerpts, by amateurs in the English language should be addressed to the Performing Rights Department, Nick Hern Books, The Glasshouse, 49a Goldhawk Road, London W12 8QP, tel +44 (0)20 8749 4953, email rights@nickhernbooks.co.uk, except as follows:


  Australia: ORiGiN Theatrical, tel +61 (2) 8514 5201, email enquiries@originmusic.com.au, web www.origintheatrical.com.au


  New Zealand: Play Bureau, 20 Rua Street, Mangapapa, Gisborne 4010, tel +64 21 258 3998, email info@playbureau.com


  Professional Performing Rights Applications for performance by professionals in any medium and in any language throughout the world should be addressed to Independent Talent Group Ltd, 40 Whitfield Street, London W1T 2RH, tel +44 (020) 7636 6565


  No performance of any kind may be given unless a licence has been obtained. Applications should be made before rehearsals begin. Publication of this play does not necessarily indicate its availability for performance.
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