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This book is dedicated to all my 
students, past, present and future. 
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INTRODUCTION 

I have a confession to make. When it comes to home decor, I’ve come late to the party. For most of my life all I really cared about was fashion. I traveled around quite a bit, and I moved just as frequently. And when I was in town, I tended to spend more time hanging out at restaurants and clubs than nesting in my apartment. I wasn’t the least bit concerned with decorating my space or even with having a sofa to sit on. In recent years, my life has become a little less nomadic, and I’ve learned to enjoy spending time at home. It was a bit shocking suddenly to realize that while I had a dozen outfits for every occasion, I owned precious little in the way of things to make me feel comfortable and inspired in my everyday environment. Not being in the position to just go out and buy a truckload of stuff, I had to get creative. First, I made a decision about which things I could compromise on and which I could not. In regard to the latter, I decided it was worthwhile to spend the money on a sofa that I really loved. I was willing to improvise on just about everything else. Today I live in a warm and inviting space that combines a couple of must-have new pieces with loads of vintage finds, all complemented by unique, handknit accessories. Mixing different elements like new and vintage, store-bought and handmade, and a tasteful blend of kitschy and modern gives my space a feeling of vibrancy and warmth.

I’ve always sought to maintain a personal look that is both unique and stylish, and I now apply that same  attitude to my home decor. I aim to keep things flexible and fresh. Home accessories need to be updated in the same way that you keep your wardobe current by adding new items of clothing here and there and blending them with your old favorites. Transforming the look of your home can be as simple as rearranging your furniture and changing the cushion covers and afghans adorning your sofa, chairs or bed.

When it comes to knitting for your home, my advice is to splurge on big showcase pieces like afghans and cushion covers (because with proper care and storage they can last long enough to be passed down to future generations), and use stash yarn for smaller items like cozies and doilies. In addition to adorning your own living space, all the projects in YarnPlay at Home make lovely gifts. No matter what your budget, you will find something you can give to even the pickiest recipient. Knit a dishcloth and the Chichi Tea Towel for your Nana. Knit a one-of-a-kind Memphis Baby Blanket for a mother-to-be. Or go all out and knit a Bauhaus Geometric Throw as a wedding present for a dear friend. No matter what the item or the occasion, the recipient is sure to love owning an original, handknit work of art! Play around with these patterns, make them your own, and create beautiful pieces that reflect your own unique spirit. I look forward to seeing your creations!
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skill level 
GUIDE 

If you know the basics of knitting, you’ll have no problem following any of the patterns in this book. Some of the projects are very, very simple and require only that you know how to knit and sew up seams. Other projects require a few different stitches and techniques. Each project has an icon to let you know the required skill level.
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1 STAR All you need to know is how to knit, purl and sew seams together.
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2 STARS Up the ante a little: all of the above plus doing a yarn over and/or working in the round. You’ll also need to know techniques like simple crochet and picking up stitches.
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3 STARS Requires some fancy skills, like intarsia and following a chart.


OEBPS/images/9781600610059_0006_001.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781600610059_0012_003.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781600610059_0007_001.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781600610059_0012_002.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781600610059_0005_001.jpg





OEBPS/images/sd01.jpg





OEBPS/page-template.xpgt
               



OEBPS/images/9781600610059_0009_001.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781600610059_0012_001.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781600610059_0011_001.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781600610059_0003_001.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781600610059_0004_001.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781600610059_0001_001.jpg
YAl}f | ‘
home;

A SHOBHANA MAS0TL





OEBPS/images/9781600610059_0092_001.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781600610059_0005_001a.jpg





