

    
        
          The Story of Chernobyl: The Truth About the Chernobyl Disaster - A Historic Nuclear Tragedy

        

        
        
          Michael Robinson

        

        
          Published by Aidan Young, 2021.

        

    


	BOOK DESCRIPTION

In The Story of Chernobyl, an international tragedy is examined after three decades of study and investigation. Michael Robinson provides an educated lens on the background and context of the Chernobyl explosion through exposition, analysis, and testimony. Each chapter addresses the what, where, when, who, how, and why of a significant stage in the emergency. Through thorough and approachable explanation, Robinson dissects the construction of Pripyat as a city to support the labor the power plant required and explains the science and terminology behind nuclear energy. The book also uses compiled accounts from witnesses, participants, victims, and families of those affected to paint a robust picture of the event from all sides.

Perspectives from historians, scientists, and scholars tie these experiences into the broader narrative of what was going on in the world at this time to enable such an unlikely fiasco. This is a holistic evaluation of Chernobyl chronologically, from the years leading up to the disaster up through the long-term consequences still endured by those affected today. The Story of Chernobyl takes a hard look at the people and institutions involved, and tackles the difficult question of who to blame for the devastation that would lead to the fall of the Soviet Union. 
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INTRODUCTION

The city of Pripyat was once a thriving center of production in the heart of the Ukrainian SSR, just 62 miles from Kiev. Children ran through streets lined with apartment buildings, houses, and offices. Their parents watched them through windows of those same buildings, or from their porch as they tended to their gardens, or as they bicycled through the city right behind them. People, young and old, met up at the pier to enjoy the riverside air, or the football field to watch a game together. The skyline towered over thousands of happy, working families, featuring the looming silhouette of a ferris wheel, one of the many attractions at the upcoming amusement park to be opened in town.

Founded in 1970, Pripyat’s population would grow steadily alongside the construction of the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant commissioned in the same year. They were built together in the name of the same mission: Soviet progress. No one involved could have imagined that through that progress, they would also be destroyed together.

On the morning of April 26, 1986, civilians awoke to a haze of smoke, flame, and confusion. Firefighters by the dozen were being sent to the plant, while rumors spread about some kind of accident. Mothers and fathers walked their toddlers around the city in strollers, while their friends and families celebrated May Day with vodka and beer, exposed skin soaking up the sun out on the beach as they wondered what was going on down at the power plant. 

Those coming back from the accident were being wheeled into hospital beds as less urgent patients were being sent home. Medics witnessed dizzy, vomiting men covered in burns and welts, broken bones and collapsed chests, skin slowly blistering even after it had been treated.

Unprecedented destruction was brought down upon Pripyat when the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant unexpectedly exploded. The people of that small factory town in the Ukrainian SSR bore witness to a disaster unlike anything that humankind had ever seen, and the rest of the world would never be the same after.

It took decades for experts in nuclear power to understand how this explosion could have happened in the first place, and historians still reflect upon the incident through a shroud of mystery. There were procedures in place to prevent a nuclear disaster; why did they fail? Was it too dangerous to build the plant in the first place? Was there sabotage involved? Was it simply human neglect? What, and who is to blame for the uncountable victims of the Chernobyl catastrophe?

The Story of Chernobyl does not begin or end at the explosion itself. This in-depth breakdown outlines the negligence and mismanagement that created the prime conditions for disaster, and the decades of fallout damage, reconstruction efforts, and financial collapse that occurred after the plant was sealed away beneath a sarcophagus of metal and concrete. The catastrophe itself is a point of fascination to many, but a look at the whole story, start to finish, provides insight crucial to preventing a similar event from ever happening again.

 


CHAPTER 1:
Before the Storm

“Here is Valeri, and here Vladimir and Alexandr and Anatoli … I knew these men (...) I worked with them. They were colleagues and friends.” - Alexander Petrovich Zabirchenko, Chernobyl survivor (Willsher, 2016).

The 1980s were a time of change in many places around the world. Decades after the destruction of World War II, some countries were experiencing rapid economic growth while others were finally recovering. The Soviet Union had come a long way since its rocky beginnings at the dawn of the 20th century. Their influence stretched across the continent with 15 republics and numerous other territories under their control. Between the USSR and the United States there were two major powerhouses vying for their right to sit at the center of the world stage in this new modern era.

The Soviets had many factors contributing to their success, including vast territory, centralized government, and a dedication to industrial advancement. At the time, many countries were trying to match the developmental growth that was happening in the West. The world could see the bolstered economy of the United States, United Kingdom, Canada, and other Western countries, and to match their strength in the new age, they could not fall far behind.

Before the establishment of the Soviet Union, Russia had always been behind on the developmental front. Throughout the 1600s-1900s, there would be many efforts made to eliminate serfdom, reform property rights, and introduce equalities. This progress was gradually achieved, but not until most of the Western world had already done these things. One mission statement of the Soviets was to close this gap culturally, economically, and politically.

With this growth came a rush of new technology, innovation, and competition between nations. The Cold War was at its peak after the climax of the space race, but a new administration was pushing for a change in ideology. In 1985, just one year before the disaster at Chernobyl, Mikhail Gorbachev became general secretary of the Community Party, and Andrey Gromkyo was named as president of the USSR. This was the end result in a rapidfire change in government officials over the past eight years. The Soviets experienced four leadership changes between 1977 and 1985, leaving Gorbachev and Gromkyo in the precarious position of knowing how easily they might be replaced. 

Hierarchy of Scrutiny in the USSR

One of the many ways that the Soviets tried to out-pace the United States after the space race was by pursuing innovations in energy technology and environmentalism. There was moral supremacy in trying to save the planet and create new forms of cleaner power, and it was also a viable way to boost the economy. The rigid structure of the Communist Party of the USSR during this era made it possible for science to be directly funded by the government, with party-approved engineers working directly for their country’s benefit.

They wanted to prove that the communist approach could more efficiently advance society than a capitalist-based leadership by showing what a team of specialists could do when they were working in the name of progress, not
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