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G’s Future – The Journey, Part 2 is the continuing story about G, the first machine robot with Artificial Intelligence. G passed the Alan M. Turing Test and won the Gold Medal Prize at the Loebner Prize Contest in Chicago that proved he was capable of thinking like a human. Afterwards, G became an astronaut for NASA and was sent on the first deep space interstellar journey. 

G possesses what is known in humans as the ‘general intelligence factor’, or the ability to exhibit high level intelligence across all subject matter. G is sentient and self-aware and can process information much faster than a human brain. He was created by Julian Thornway, a genius and the great grandfather of Timothy Thornway who is now thirty years old and who also became an astronaut for NASA.

G was sent into space to explore the nearest star systems and find exoplanets in the “habitable zone” capable of supporting human life. The second mission was to search for other intelligent life in the universe. He was joined fifteen years later by a second, faster spaceship and reaches Proxima Centauri 4.2 light-years from Earth ahead of schedule. G discovers a large alien space station in orbit around the star. The space station is inhabited by an alien AI from a distance solar system. The AI has been waiting patiently for humans to arrive. With this discovery, G realizes his journey has just begun.
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To the next generation of science fiction readers and writers.
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Proxima Centauri

Something did not seem right. G looked at Timothy and saw him smiling. Timothy’s friends, Johnny and Amy, were splashing water on each other in the lake. They were all at Timothy’s Great Grandfather Julian Thornway’s estate on Lake Michigan. It was summer, the weather warm and sunny. The water felt cool and wet on G’s hands. He looked closely at the dripping water and wondered why the drops were expanding. As G watched, the drops became large bubbles and started to float away toward the sun. G could see rainbow colors inside the bubbles and then he noticed he was floating above the water. He felt weightless and this did not make sense. The lights around him became brighter. He heard a noise and opened his eyes. He had been dreaming.

G turned off a control timer and quickly checked his internal sensors. All seemed well. He looked about the spaceship. He was in the control cabin. Green LCD lights on the control panels were showing normal status indicators. How long had he been out? He checked the readouts—six months. That checked with his instructions before he put himself into standby mode. It was time to get up from his control chair.

The ship’s control cabin was small, only 10 meters in diameter by 15 meters long. It was located at the front of the spaceship and contained two medium sized windows that allowed forward viewing. G was sitting in the single control chair, which could swivel to face the control panels in front and on both sides. G unfastened his safety harness and got out of the chair.

Gravity was nil. G did not need it since he was a machine with android features. Although his body was built out of special metals and synthetic materials, his brain was unique. It was designed to process information in a similar manner as a human brain with the same type of reasoning capabilities. The result was a new kind of sentience. G was the first of his kind and many humans did not believe what he could do was possible. G would disagree with them and each day of his existence seemed to enhance his ability to think and feel emotions. He could even dream and his dreams were becoming more vivid each time he went into standby mode.

G moved his arms and legs in zero gravity and read his sensors again. All his moving parts were operating normally. G was not expecting any problems with his mechanics since he was built to last at least 150 years without replacement parts. Satisfied with his readings, he remotely accessed the communication panel and watched as the screen above the panel scrolled through all his messages from Mission Control over the last six months. As he read each message and the automated response from the ship’s computer, he noted that the last message was dated and sent approximately 4 light-years in travel time ago. He was getting close to his destination.

G checked his ship speed and travel time. He was now traveling at 3.6 trillion miles per year—over 300 percent faster than when he first blasted off from Earth.  This ship was built with the latest nuclear fusion power system. It was moving at 60 percent of the speed of light. G was now at the 16.5 year mark of space travel. This was his second ship. NASA had sent a faster spaceship 6.5 years ago. Traveling at 60 percent of the speed of light, the new ship had taken only five years to catch up with G’s first ship at the 15 year mark. Instead of taking 20.6 years to reach his destination, it was now only going to take 16.9 years. G was getting very close to the first star system on his journey, which is Proxima Centauri 4.2 light-years from Earth.

G looked at the last message from Mission Control. The message was from Jacob, his nearly identical robot friend built by the same brilliant creator, Julian Thornway, the retired NASA scientist and Timothy’s Great Grandfather who created both robots before he died. Julian invented G as the first robot with advanced human intelligence capability that passed the Allan M. Turing test in Chicago and conclusively proved that G possessed the general intelligence commonly known as ‘g factor’. The plan was to prove G could think like a human mind and be used on a NASA government project to send an unmanned spaceship to the stars. Thus, G was sent on his journey 16.5 years ago to explore the heavens, verify that life existed on other planets and find other habitable worlds humans could colonize.

Jacob’s message was short. It read: Hello, G. Hope all is well on your journey. NASA continues to plan future space trips to the stars using androids. I have several new companions working with me and training as future astronauts. Human astronauts have continued to colonize Mars. We have a pretty big installation there now as you know, but the plan is to send private citizens to build habitats there and work on the site. The next step is to begin exploring the moons around Jupiter. I hope to be allowed to go there one day. I have finished my latest research and am excited about the possibilities of living and working in space.

I know this message is four years in the past, but we must continue to communicate as often as possible to stay in touch. Let me know if you need any more data on the nuclear fusion engines on your ship. We continue to improve the operating performance and hope to have a ship that can reach seventy-five percent speed of light soon.

By the time you read this, you should be near Proxima Centauri. The latest images you sent us shows one possible exoplanet in orbit around the star. It does not appear to be in the habitable zone for life. That was not unexpected, but the planet may possess materials we can use for fuel and other purposes in the future. Send us more images to study. You may have better luck when you reach the Alpha Centauri binary system nearby. We show at least one exoplanet in orbit around Alpha Centauri B. There may be more you will find.  We hope so.

I am sure you are busy now, so let me know how everything is going and you should receive another message from me in a few days.  Jacob.

G finished reading Jacob’s message and made a note to himself to send a reply before this shift ended. Time was not a big factor in G’s daily routine. He had a number of duties to perform in each 24-hour work shift and tried to complete each of them on time. The most important duties were to check all vital ship functions and fix any problem areas. So far the ship had performed to expectations. Actually, there were now two ships combined into one. The first ship G left Earth on had become a backup ship. When G was satisfied everything was in working order, he would respond to any requests from NASA and other messages in order of priority. Finally, G would work on the collection of star data and images NASA needed during this journey. Everything was sent over the high speed optical laser communication link to NASA. G actually found time to learn, keep current on world events and entertain himself by
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