
	Praise for THE GODDESS OF BURNING HAIR

 

 

 “The poems in this book emerge from Mary Mackey’s lifetime of learning from, studying, listening to, respecting, and giving voice to the spirit of Gaia, the Great Mother, Iemanjá, Aphrodite, and their human attendants, acolytes, devotees. These poems carry eros and ferocity, strength and tenderness, intimacy and largeness. Passionate, informed by lived knowledge and scholarship both, there could be no more perfect volume to inaugurate and welcome into existence a new publishing house devoted to women’s spiritual experience.” 

– Jane Hirshfield, Editor of Women in Praise of the Sacred: 43 Centuries of Spiritual Poetry by Women

 

“What a life! What a voice! What a writer! Fifty-three years of brave and passionate dances with Goddesses have gifted Mary Mackey, revered author of the Earthsong novels, with astonishing richness of vision and heart. This glorious torrent of tales, chants, aphorisms, myths ancient and new, raptures charming and wild, bears witnesses to the endless creative and transformative gifts that the Divine Feminine offers us all.” 

– Annie Finch, Author of Spells: New and Selected Poems

 

"Mary Mackey has the rare gift of bringing alive a different sensibility, a world both ancient and not-yet-born, mystical and mythical.  Her poems take us into that world, filled with beauty and terror, like life itself." 

– Starhawk, Author of The Spiral Dance and The Fifth Sacred Thing

 

“Even beyond her skill with imagery, which is enviable and startling, Mary conveys the paradoxical powers of Earth mothers superbly. She also seamlessly blends widespread mythologies for her well-researched, authentically verified, toothsome palette. Love it all!” 

– Judy Grahn, Author of Blood, Bread, and Roses

 

“Mary Mackey is a National Treasure.”  – Tulsa Book Review

 

"Reading Mary Mackey's poems in this book is like listening to the Delphic Pythia utter her prophecies from her sacred chasm. With stark fluidity Mary exemplifies the poet as prophet. Her poems are rich and spare – like haikus."

– Cristina Biaggi, Author of Habitations of the Great Goddess

 

“I love this book! Mary Mackey has compiled a collection spanning more than fifty years of her haunting, often mysterious, love letters and prayers to a Goddess who is both nurturing and fierce. The poet’s prophetic warnings to us from the Great Mother Herself gave me chills. It is these that remain my favorites. Mackey’s poems are dazzling, yes – and beyond that, they are oracular!”   

– Vicki Noble, Author of Motherpeace and Shakti Woman: Feeling Our Fire, Healing Our World

 


Praise for Mary Mackey’s Works

 

  

“Mackey’s poems crackle with powerful, lush energy.”      – Marge Piercy

  

“It is difficult to resist the temptation to compare Mary Mackey to Elizabeth Bishop. Both poets are stunningly imagistic, musical, and awake to topography, sociology, and the world beyond.”      – The Huffington Post
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For Mara

 

 

 

 

The Great Mother Goddess who gives

birth to all creation out of the holy

darkness of her womb became a 

metaphor for Nature herself, the cosmic

giver and taker of life, ever able to

renew Herself within the eternal cycle

of life, death, and rebirth.

                  

Marija Gimbutas

The Civilization of the Goddess

 

 

 

 

                  

 

 

                              



                                               

        

 






PREFACE

 

 

In 1981, inspired by Merlin Stone’s When God Was a Woman and the time I had spent in the 1960s living in the jungles of Costa Rica, I decided to write The Last Warrior Queen, a novel about the Goddess-worshipping cultures of ancient Sumer. Ever since, I have been fascinated by the idea that—far from being an insensate ball of rock—the Earth is a sacred, living being, a Great Mother: female by necessity, since she brings forth all life from her womb.

For well over half a century, I have been writing poems about goddesses from time to time, sometimes not even knowing I was doing so. These have come to me in many forms, often as the Earth, the Great Mother Herself, speaking to us, encouraging us, comforting us, guiding us, warning us, and sometimes even making us laugh.

The Goddess of Burning Hair is the first complete collection of the goddess poems I have written from 1972 to 2025. Here you will find poems about goddesses from Europe like Medusa and Aphrodite, Afro-Brazilian goddesses like Iemanjá and Yansã, goddesses I have invented like Solange and The Goddess of Burning Hair; goddesses who have created themselves like Leda in the poem “L. Tells All,” and goddesses who are a combination of the research of scholars like Marija Gimbutas and my own imagination taken from my four novels about the Goddess-worshipping/Earth-centered cultures of Neolithic Europe (The Year the Horses Came, The Horses at the Gate, The Fires of Spring, and The Village of Bones). You will encounter prophets like the Trojan priestess Cassandra, who speaks warnings no one believes; love poems to the Goddess Earth like “Arasha’s Song”; and last, but by no means least, poems that celebrate those moments when we feel the power of the Divine enter us, moments when we mortals become transformed into something greater and more powerful, and the Earth our Great Mother speaks through us.

 

                                                       Mary Mackey
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