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IT’S THE MAYBES THAT will kill you...

Decisions haunt Micah as he struggles to piece his life back together. 

A decision to help the love of his life spirals him down a dark path. Forcing him to stumble along. Alone. While Micah wrestles with the demons of his past, Sierra feels pushed away. Forgotten about. As she backs up, Micah continues to fall into the darkness threatening to wash him away.

Can Micah find his footing again? Will Sierra be able to make amends with him? 

Or will the lights of Vegas drown them out until there's nothing left but dust?
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“SA-SA-SA-SAPPHIRE!”

The drumming of hands on the stage brought tears to my eyes as I stood in a back corner with Laura at my side.

“Sa-sa-sa-sapphire!”

I saw feathers shaking and sequins twinkling as the girls shook their bodies and cheered away the club.

“Come on, guys! Wiggle with us.”

I laughed with Laura as Amelia got all of the clientele for the night up on their feet, drinks in hand, to shake their tail feathers along with the girls.

“Sa-sa-sa-sapphire!”

The bombastic noise forced me to blink back tears as I looked over at Laura. We had done it. The trial was over. That DJ had been put to rest in a prison somewhere. And my club was officially open again. I hadn’t heard from my mother, or my aunt, for that matter. I was back at work full time, picking up exactly where I had left off. Laura and I were already planning renovations for this place. Upgrading it, like we should have two or so years ago. Dean and Micah were right. At the very least, we needed a fresh look. Something new to morph into now that Sapphire’s name had a good association on the streets of Vegas again.

Finally, I was back at work with a smile on my face.

And every time my clientele chanted the name of my place, it reaffirmed my desires. My wishes. It soothed the fears I never admitted to having about this place sometimes.

“So, what did you think of the ass shakes this time around?”

Laura’s voice caught my ear and my heart soared with delight.

“You know I’ve always been a fan of the ass shakes. And these new costumes are fantastic. The new colors definitely look good on them. The reds and the yellows and the oranges,” I said.

“I was hoping you’d notice that. You know, since we’re thinking about renovating this place with your Phoenix idea.”

I nodded. “It’s a good addition. Tell Myrtle to keep up with those themed colors. Eventually, they’ll match what we do with the rest of the decor. Plus, those colors look great from where I’m standing. So, the entire floor can enjoy them.”

She smiled. “Of course.”

I wrapped my arm around Laura and pulled her close. She wrapped her arms around my shoulders and kissed my temple. A move that had become trademark for us ever since we opened Sapphire’s door again two months ago. I drew in the smell of the club. Chef, cooking in the kitchen. Cocktails, being served and rushed around from the bar. The various perfumes the girls wore every night that somehow blended into an intoxicating smell that reminded me of home.

My second home.

Sapphire.

“Okay, I’m sorry. But, can we talk about the fact that you want to change the colors of this place, but not the name?” Laura asked.

I rolled my eyes. “Whatever floats your boat, I suppose.”

“No, seriously. If we aren’t going to keep the sapphire undertones and the black that’s everywhere, then what’s the point of redoing things? I think the name ‘Phoenix’ is highly appropriate, given our circumstance.”

I sighed. “I know you’re concerned about that, but I’m not. We’ve recovered Sapphire’s name. We can still incorporate just a thread of that signature color in with the remodeling. Trust me, it’s going to look fabulous.”

She wrinkled her nose. “It does not sound fabulous to redo this place in oranges, yellows, and browns, then have a pop of sapphire color. That seems odd to me.”

“Well, we can sit down tomorrow and figure it out. Okay?” I murmured.

“You’re on. Because I think I can convince you of—”

“Woo-hoo!”

The music struck up for act two and I smiled as I watched the girls sashay onto stage. We had come so far. We had beaten so much. And to see them enjoying what they loved to do again brought even more tears to my eyes. I felt so silly for it too. I hadn’t been able to contain my emotions since opening this place back up. I upped Duke’s pay so he could be more vigilant than ever. I told him to make the call to the police every time we found someone with even a hint of drugs on them. No more trying to hide it. No more throwing people out with warnings. If they were spotted, the cops were called.

That’s how we’d keep the riffraff out of this place.

“Hey, Sierra?”

“Hmmm?”

“So, I just did a head count.”

I nodded. “And?”

Laura snickered. “I think we have a full house tonight.”

I furrowed my brow as my head started to bob while I counted. I walked out and peered up at the newly opened second balcony we had put together at the last minute. I looked over at the door and saw Duke holding people outside.

Holy shit.

We had our lines back.

I looked over at Laura and smiled brightly. I thrust my hands into the air and did a little shimmy, earning some giggles from the customers around me. I rushed back to Laura and wrapped my arms around her neck, hugging her close.

“We have our lines back,” I whispered.

She hugged me tighter. “I told you we could do it.”

I knew it was a good idea not to merge with Micah and his club. I mean, it was a good idea, in theory. But Sapphire knew how to stand on its own. It had been a staple on the Strip now for years. It wasn’t going away anytime soon. The more dedicated patrons who had donated money to help with the renovation efforts. The new clientele who wanted to experience our rebirth spread the good word around the city, quickly beating out the reputation the press gave us. Things were good. Very good. And I wouldn't spoil it with a merger unless it was absolutely necessary.

I just hadn’t told Micah that yet.

I started my rounds along the first floor before venturing up to the second floor. It wasn’t as nice as I wanted it to be. But it enabled us to get more bodies in the building for the show. My vision for this upper level was simple. The stylized seating of downstairs, but with a small bar off in the corner for drinks. I still wasn’t sure how to get food up there quickly without sending girls up and down the stairs. But, I knew Chef would help me figure it out.

That upper level was the first renovation I wanted to do before anything else. Because getting more butts in more seats meant more money to recuperate the substantial loss we took while the doors were closed.

You have to talk to Micah.

“Hi there. I’m Sierra Scott. Welcome to our club. If you need anything, you let me know. All right?”

“Hello! It’s so nice to meet you. And this must be your wife. Oh my gosh. That scarf is fantastic. Where did you get it?”

“Welcome to Sapphire!”

“Hello there. What can I get you? Are you waiting on anything?”

I sank myself into what I did best: customer service. I ran drinks up and down the stairs. I helped the waitresses run food up to the people in the balcony seating. Yeah. We had to renovate that situation quickly. Because one of the girls would break their ankles walking up those stairs in high heels. I didn’t want to do too much gutting and renovating because I didn't want to shut down that balcony after just opening it up for the public. But, I wasn’t sure if that was doable.

Note to self: call the contractors tomorrow afternoon.

The night passed by in a blur. Like most nights did. And after cashing out the dancers and my bouncers, Laura and I counted up the rest. The numbers mounted. Ten thousand. Twenty thousand. Fifty thousand dollars.

“Holy fuck,” Laura whispered.

“Are you sure I didn’t miscount somewhere?” I asked.

“We can count again. Just to make sure.”

“Yeah. Good idea.”

We counted up everything four times. Four solid times. And we got the same number every single time.

“We did two hundred thousand dollars in sales tonight,” Laura said.

I blinked. “And that’s after cashing everyone out.”

She sat back. “Holy fuck, that upper level almost doubled our nightly revenue.”

I shook my head. “I think this means we’re officially back.”

“Which means you need to have a talk with Micah.”

“Yeah, yeah. I know. We’re having lunch tomorrow, so.”

“Technically, later today.”

I groaned. “Don’t remind me. It’s almost four in the morning.”

She giggled. “Then, let’s get our asses home so we can get some sleep. See you at three?”

“I’ll be here after lunch, so yes. I’ll definitely see you then.”

Laura and I locked up, and the next thing I knew I was falling into my bed. I didn’t even bother taking my clothes off. I woke up with my alarm going off at ten, pulling me from a dead sleep I wanted to continue. I kicked my heels off and let them fall to the floor. I barely had enough energy to get a shower for myself. But I managed. And after slipping into that evening’s outfit, I went to meet Micah for lunch.

So I could have this dreaded conversation with him.

“Wow. You look stunning. Work really looks good on you.”

I smiled as we embraced for a long, generous hug.

“Hey there, handsome.”

He kissed my neck. “Mmm, and what is that smell?”

“You like it? It’s new. One of the girls got it for me as a reopening gift. It’s Armani, something or other. It’s got a moon on it.”

“Code Luna?”

I paused. “That sounds familiar?”

“It’s probably Code Luna.”

“How do you know so much about what women’s perfume smells like?”

He snickered. “I’m secretly obsessed with the perfume departments in different stores. I’ve always been that way.”

“Huh. Well, learn something new every day, I suppose.”

He smiled. “I can’t wait to talk with you. Dean and I have so many ideas for this merger. I want to know what you think.”

“Well, actually—”

“Come on. Let’s get seated. I’m starving.”

He tugged me over to a booth and I saw a folder already sitting out on the table. Oh no. There was a folder of information. That wasn’t good at all. I sat down and tried to put the best smile on my face. But I should’ve known better than to think I could fool Micah.

“Uh-oh. What’s wrong?” he asked.

“What?”

“Your face. Something’s wrong.”

I shook my head. “Nothing’s wrong. You can go first.”

“Why do I get the feeling I should let you go first, though?”

I sighed. “We did two hundred thousand dollars’ worth of business last night.”

His jaw dropped open. “Holy shit! That rivals my numbers. Congratulations!”

I winced. “Yeah. Sapphire has just, kind of, gotten better and better as the days pass by.”

“I’m so happy for you guys. I bet it feels wonderful. Now, imagine what we’ll be able to do once we merge. Dean and I have drawn up some—”

“I don’t think the merger’s a good idea anymore.”

He paused. “What?”

I sighed. “Micah, when I agreed to this merger, I was in a rough place. I didn’t even know if I wanted to open Sapphire’s doors again, let alone try to restore it. But, my loyal clientele? They’ve donated to the renovation efforts. For no other reason than the fact that they like Sapphire.”

“And I think that’s fantastic. We could use those donations for this merger.”

“That’s the thing, though. Sapphire has a name. A reputation that means something to the people who enjoy coming there. I’m already pushing the envelope with the new color scheme I want to redo the place in while still keeping the name people love so much. I just don’t think I should ruin the momentum Laura and I have going with something this ... drastic.”

“Drastic.”

I nodded. “Yeah. It’s just not a move that’s necessary any longer.”

He sighed. “All right. Okay. I see where you’re coming from. But, will you just look at these schematics with an open mind?”

“Micah, I don’t know if—”

“Dean and I have paid to have these done. The least you can do is look at them.”

His tone was harsh. Regretful. Almost angry. And I felt even guiltier than before. I nodded before I reached for the file folder and I flipped it open. The blueprints were professionally done. And I knew how expensive those kinds of things were. I tried not to cry as I flipped through them. Though the designs were outstanding.

“Wow,” I said.

“See? All you had to do was take a look at them,” Micah said.

“These are pretty nice. Is that a rooftop bar?”

“Yep. Dean’s already gotten permission from some board or whatever that deals with that sort of thing.”

“These are really unique. You should be proud of them.”

“Will you at least have the conversation with me, then? Just for shits and giggles.”

I sighed. “Micah, I don’t want you to think—”

“With all due respect, Sierra, you can’t just change your mind whenever you feel like it. The last we talked on this—”

“And with all due respect, Micah, this is business. Not personal. At the time we had agreed, my business needed this. We don’t anymore. We didn’t sign a contract. We didn’t get anything notarized. We didn’t even shake on it. We should’ve had more conversations about this before you drew something like this up. But, we didn’t.”

He nodded slowly. “If that’s how you see it, then that’s fine.”

“That’s just how it is, Micah. I don’t like you using our emotional connection to guilt trip me into something I don’t want to do with my own business anymore.”

“I’m not trying to guilt trip you into anything. I’m not your mother. All I’m saying is—”

I pushed the folder back toward him. “The answer is no.”

He flipped it closed. “I’ll let Dean know.”

And the rest of our lunch was silent.
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​​​Micah
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“HEY, REYNALDO. YOU need anything?” I asked.

I patted his back as I stood at his side, gazing out over the pedicure stations for the guys.

“Actually, if you mean that, the masseuse upstairs says she’s running out of that oaky bergamot oil. She said you’d know what she’s talking about.”

I nodded. “I most certainly do. Apparently, that’s our most requested massage oil. Let her know I’m going to go place an order right now for double of what we usually purchase. And, I’m going to pull back on the lavender for now. Not really a requested scent for the guys upstairs.”

“Wonderful. That takes care of the second thing. There’s one more thing, though.”

“Hit me with it.”

“There any chance we can hire another bartender?”

I quirked an eyebrow. “Has Drake been struggling?”

He bobbed his head from side to side. “You know Drake. He never complains about anything. Just takes it all in stride. He’s got some good ideas for the bar in the evenings. But it would require two bartenders to execute.”

“Well, get Drake to set up a meeting with me. Some changes for the better are good when business is on the up and up. He and I can talk about his ideas and see what we can do about hiring another bartender. At least part time.”

“Great. Wonderful. I’ll let him know the next time we talk.”

I patted his back again. “You
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