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LEGAL DISCLAIMER

	This book is an independent sports reference publication. It is not affiliated with, endorsed by, or officially connected to FIFA, the United States Soccer Federation, Canada Soccer, the Federacion Mexicana de Futbol, or any other national football association or governing body. All team and player information is provided for general educational and entertainment purposes only.

	All squad information, player statistics, rankings, and tactical descriptions are accurate to the best of the author's knowledge at the time of writing and are subject to change. Player injuries, suspensions, retirements, and late squad changes may alter team compositions before and during the tournament. Readers should consult official FIFA and confederation sources for current squad information.

	Predictions and analysis represent the personal opinions of the author and are not guarantees of sporting results. All betting or wagering decisions made on the basis of information in this book are the sole responsibility of the reader. The author and publisher accept no liability for any financial or other loss arising from the use of this information.
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INTRODUCTION

	Every four years, the football world stops. Offices empty, public screens fill with crowds, and billions of people across every continent argue, cheer, cry, and celebrate together across ninety minutes of sport. The FIFA World Cup is not merely a sporting event — it is the closest thing the human race has to a shared experience. No other competition brings together so many nations, so many cultures, and so many stories under one banner. Children in Lagos watch the same match as retirees in Buenos Aires. Office workers in Tokyo stay up until two in the morning to follow the same drama as families in Manchester. In 2026, for the first time in history, this tournament expands to forty-eight competing nations spread across three host countries — the United States, Canada, and Mexico. What was already the greatest sporting spectacle on Earth is about to become bigger, broader, and more unpredictable than it has ever been.

	This book was written for everyone. Whether you are a lifelong supporter who has watched every qualifying match and can name every player in your country's squad from memory, or someone who tunes in every four years and wants to understand what is happening on the screen — this guide has you covered. If you have a child asking why everyone is so excited, or you are watching with friends from different countries and want to understand their passion, this is your companion. Football crosses every language barrier, every cultural divide, and every political disagreement. For a few weeks every four years, the simplest question in sport — who wins? — becomes the most important question in the world.

	Each of the forty-eight competing nations carries a story. Some have lifted the trophy multiple times and arrive as clear favourites. Others have spent decades waiting for this one moment. Some are making their first-ever World Cup appearance, having defeated teams of enormous quality just to get here. The history of the World Cup is full of moments nobody predicted — Cameroon against Argentina in 1990, Senegal against France in 2002, Morocco becoming the first African nation to reach the semi-finals at Qatar 2022. In a forty-eight-team tournament, the opportunities for the extraordinary have multiplied. The upset nobody sees coming is now even more likely — and that is exactly what makes 2026 unmissable.

	Inside this book you will find complete profiles of the forty-eight competing nations, organised by confederation and geography. Each profile covers the nation's footballing identity, tactical style, key players to watch, historical World Cup record, and what we can realistically expect in North America. You will find tournament format breakdowns, host city information, dark horse predictions, and an honest assessment of who might realistically lift the trophy in the Final. Beyond the football itself, you will learn something about each nation — its culture, its football obsession, and why this game matters so profoundly to its people.

	The format of each team entry is designed for easy reading and quick reference. Callout boxes highlight the most important facts — the player who can decide a match in a single moment, the tactical system the coach depends upon, the qualification story that explains how they arrived here, and the World Cup moment that defines the nation's relationship with the tournament. Use this book however suits you best — read it from cover to cover before the opening match, or pick it up on matchday to understand the teams you are about to watch. However you use it, the aim is the same: to make you feel more connected to every match, every nation, and every story that 2026 will produce.

	One final note: football changes quickly. Squads evolve, injuries occur, and tactical approaches shift right up to the final days of preparation. While every effort has been made to ensure accuracy, always verify current squad news with official sources. With that said — the story of World Cup 2026 is about to begin, and you are now holding your guide to every team that will write it.

	The pages that follow are organised to be used in any order. If you want to understand the full picture before the tournament begins, read from cover to cover. If you want to prepare for a specific matchday, find the two competing nations and read their profiles on the morning of the game. If you are watching with someone who has never followed football before, point them to the relevant team profiles and let the stories do what stories always do — build connection, create interest, and turn ninety minutes of sport into something genuinely memorable. The World Cup belongs to every kind of fan, and this guide is designed to welcome all of them.

	One last thought before the football begins: be generous toward the supporters of nations other than your own. Every fan in the stadium, every person watching from home, every child staying up past their bedtime to follow a match, is doing so because they care deeply about something. That shared caring — across different nations, languages, histories, and football cultures — is precisely what makes the World Cup the most powerful sporting event on earth. Welcome to World Cup 2026. Let it take you somewhere extraordinary.

	 


CHAPTER 1: THE STAGE IS SET — WORLD CUP 2026 OVERVIEW
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	1.1 A New Era: 48 Teams and Why It Changes Everything

	The 2026 FIFA World Cup marks the most significant structural change in the tournament's history. For the first time, forty-eight nations will compete — a fifty percent increase from the thirty-two-team format in place since France 1998. This expansion fundamentally alters the mathematics of qualification, the dynamics of group play, and the sheer scale of the event. Confederations across the globe benefit: UEFA receives sixteen spots, CAF nine, AFC eight, CONMEBOL six, CONCACAF six including three automatic host berths, OFC one, and two additional spots are decided through intercontinental playoff matches. The result is an unprecedented opportunity for nations from emerging football regions to appear on the world's biggest stage for the first time.

	The practical effect of expansion is dramatic. Nations that historically sat on the fringes of qualification now have a genuine path to the tournament. Fans of previously excluded nations will experience the World Cup for the first time. In a forty-eight-team competition, the potential for upsets multiplies enormously — the gap between the highest-ranked qualifier and the lowest is wider than ever before, meaning early group matches can produce sensational shocks. For broadcasters, sponsors, and supporters worldwide, this is uncharted territory — and that makes it completely irresistible.

	💡 INSIDER FACT

	The forty-eight-team expansion was approved by FIFA's Council in January 2017 and represents the largest single-edition increase in World Cup participation since the tournament expanded from 16 to 24 teams in 1982. It adds more than 25 additional matches to the tournament schedule and is projected to increase FIFA's World Cup revenue by an estimated 25 percent compared to previous editions.

	 


 

	📊 TACTICAL NOTE

	With 48 teams in 12 groups of four, the third-placed team rule is critical — eight of the twelve third-placed teams advance to the Round of 32. This creates fascinating tactical dilemmas in final group matches: a team that finishes third in their group may still progress, depending on how other third-placed teams in different groups have performed across goals scored, goal difference, and fair play record.

	 

	[image: Image]

	1.2 The Format: Groups, Knockouts and the Road to the Final

	The tournament begins with a group stage featuring twelve groups of four teams each. The top two from every group automatically advance to the knockout rounds. Additionally, the eight best third-placed teams from across the twelve groups also qualify for the Round of 32, bringing the total advancing to thirty-two nations. This creates a high-stakes final group match for almost every team: even a third-place finish might be enough to progress, but the points tally and goal difference must compare favourably against third-placed teams in other groups. Coaches and players must calculate not just their own result but what is happening simultaneously in the other matches of their section.

	From the Round of 32 onwards, it is pure knockout football. One result ends the journey. Thirty-two teams become sixteen, sixteen become eight, eight become four, and four become two — culminating in a single Final that will be watched by an estimated two billion people. The entire tournament runs over approximately forty days. For supporters following multiple teams, the schedule requires planning: matches are spread across sixteen venues in three countries, meaning travel distances between venues can be substantial. But for the neutral fan following the competition from home, the sheer volume of football is extraordinary — sixty-four matches of World Cup stakes across more than five weeks.

	🗓 ROAD TO QUALIFICATION

	The twelve groups are drawn in a ceremony typically held several months before the tournament. Seedings are based on FIFA world rankings at the time of the draw. Being unseeded in a tough group — or seeded into a favorable one — can define a team's entire tournament prospects before a single ball has been kicked in North America.
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