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CHAPTER 1
 Operation Barbarossa in the Letters of German Soldiers

David Stahel


“It is completely different from what the unbelievable propaganda shows you.”1



In the course of the Second World War, estimates suggest that some forty billion German letters were exchanged back and forth between the front and the homeland. More than three-quarters of these (some 76 percent) originated from the homeland with the remaining 24 percent sent in return by soldiers.2 This disparity may be explained by a number of factors. Most significantly, there were many more civilians in the homeland than soldiers at the front. Yet despite the disparity in numbers, the individual soldier was writing more letters on average than a typical civilian. This is particularly surprising when one considers the time constraints on the men, especially in 1941. As soldiers fought, advanced, or retreated, the demands of the campaign were typically extreme, leaving little time for other duties and even less for personal pursuits like letter writing.

When the front settled down into longer periods of positional warfare, soldiers faced periodic shortages of paper, which was an issue throughout Germany. Nevertheless, German soldiers understood that their letters served as vital “life signs” for families and sweethearts. As a result, the need to write—and write often—was seen as essential. Homesick men wrote copious letters, and while some only seldom put their thoughts to paper, almost no one wrote nothing. Soldiers were also compelled by the powerful allure of receiving post themselves. Field post was the one link back to Germany, to loved ones, and to all that was familiar to the men. In 1941, a daily volume of some fifteen million letters required transport between the front and the homeland,3 and that would rise to upward of twenty-five million in 1942. Over the course of the war, estimates suggest that letters required between twelve and thirty days to reach their recipients,4 but owing to numerous transportation problems, longer waits were more typical for field post to and from the Eastern Front in 1941. As an illustration of the sheer volume of paper being transported, the logistics section of a single German panzer division noted that between 2 October 1941 and 31 January 1942, it had moved 530 tons of essential supplies of which some 80 tons was field post.5 Inadequate and overburdened railways supplying the Eastern Front combined with steadily declining motorization, the increasing depth of German operations, and seasonal rains to delay deliveries of field post by six weeks or more. This had serious implications for the morale of the men. On 9 November, the war diary of Krüger’s 1 Panzer Division noted: “The connection with the homeland seems to have been severed.” This contributed to a depressed mood among the troops.6 Three days later, it was reported that some two thousand sacks of post were awaiting delivery to the division in Smolensk.7

After going weeks without post, one soldier commented, “You notice that field post is just as important as rations and ammunition, because it has to sustain and nourish our spirits, our emotions. And to sustain the soldier as a human being, to prevent him from becoming a raw brutalized instrument of war, that is the higher task of the letter writer back home.”8 Similarly, William Lubbeck noted that


when a soldier is fighting a thousand miles away from his native soil, mail from home provides a tremendous boost to morale. Because of military censorship, we could not write about our units, where we were or our battles at the front. At the same time, letters to those back home provided us a momentary release from war’s miseries and gave loved ones relief from their constant anxiety over the soldier’s fate…. Like most soldiers, I read and reread these messages from home and devoted a large portion of my free time to writing letters in reply. In my experience, news from home was one of the most significant factors shaping a soldier’s capacity in combat because it determined his state of mind and morale. Throughout the war, these letters were as important to sustaining our souls as food was to sustaining our bodies.9



Not surprisingly, the arrival of post was an event of great joy and even celebration among the men. Karl Nünnighoff stated in a letter, “My eyes almost cried with joy when I got my post today.”10 The occasion would typically be followed by hours of shared exchanges of news as well as packages of edible treats, baked by wives and mothers. Many men then set about replying to the letters they had just received. Beyond the joy and camaraderie such deliveries offered, the arrival of post was an irreplaceable emotional support. After a particularly difficult day, Werner Adamczyk noted, 


I turned to the several letters from Rosemarie. Thank God, they were more cheerful. She did not mention the war at all—only her feeling of love and her expectations of me coming home on vacation soon. She wrote about many plans of what we would do together. They were lovely letters and they brought me back to a mental balance. Indeed, with much imagination I projected my thoughts and feelings forward to that much-desired time. But would I make it? That was the question I asked myself, with trembling hands and tears in my eyes.11



Another soldier referred to post from his wife as “the nicest and best source of strength, ” while others dubbed the letters “little brown darlings” and “the only gleam of hope.” One soldier wrote of being “as happy as a small child who had just received a present.” Likewise, Heinz Heppermann told his wife, “I often have the symptoms of something, sometimes a cold, then many headaches or stomach upsets, here and there also a torn ligament; but soldiers mostly don’t pay attention to such things! All of this disappears when a letter from home arrives for us, with caring words, words of faithfulness and of affiliation.”12 In addition to the emotional importance of field post, the army was struggling to provide even the basic essentials for soldiers, meaning that letters sometimes arrived in packages that offered the rare opportunity for “luxury” items. One soldier listed the contents of his latest package, which included a notebook, small envelopes, skin cream, mineral pastilles, vitamin tablets, razor blades, cigarettes, and biscuits.13

While receiving news from home was the essential point of interest for the soldiers at the front, it is what they wrote in return that is of such value to military historians. It is only relatively recently that historians of the Nazi-Soviet conflict have begun to chart a view of this conflict from below. The first fifty years of the postwar era saw the war in Eastern Europe represented almost exclusively from a top-down perspective in which the movement of armies, corps, and divisions overshadowed any individual experience. Social histories of the German Army have really only gained traction since the 1990s,14 and while these have offered us important frameworks for understanding, capturing the many dimensions of a war in the East in which an estimated ten million German men served between 1941 and 1945 will no doubt require more work.

What have we learned so far? Owing to increasing literacy rates, it is really only in the modern era that a view of the everyday soldier may be reconstructed from his own writings. Earlier German conflicts also saw enthusiastic responses from the soldiers, producing voluminous correspondence. In the Franco-Prussian War (1870–1871), some 101 million letters were exchanged, while in the First World War the number reached 28.7 billion.15 Only a fraction of these survive in archives, museums, and private collections, but as sources they offer a raw and honest authenticity, unencumbered by subsequent developments or the problems of memory. Their linguist form, personal content, and the fact they were typically not intended for a wider audience underline their value in capturing the Zeitgeist of the soldier’s experience, social condition, and state of mind. While the study of field post promises so much, in fact, the use of letters in the writing of history has only recently established itself as a serious medium of inquiry. In Nazi Germany’s case, critics have argued that postal censorship colored the content of what could be written, while soldiers at the front were in any case distorting their letters through a desire to protect relatives from the harsh truths of war.16 It is argued that such conscious or unconscious bias undermines the substance of the information and has led to letters from the front being dismissed as “the product of fantasy.”17 Yet such characterizations are misguided.

The organization and distribution of field post within the German Army was controlled by a division of the quartermaster-general. At the top of this department was Generalmajor Karl Ziegler, who directed some twelve thousand people across occupied Europe to manage the movement and delivery of the army’s letters.18 Post was not addressed directly to a man’s unit or even his area of deployment; in fact, it was not necessary for the sender to know anything about his military service or posting in order for a letter to reach him. A letter was simply addressed with his name and a five-number field post signature. Every unit had a unique number, which for security reasons could be changed at any time during the war. Upon arrival at the front, one man from each company was responsible for the collection of mailbags and the distribution of their contents, typically by reading out names to an impromptu assembly of men.19

While Ziegler’s department managed the delivery of letters to and from the Eastern Front, the matter of censorship was dictated by the High Command of the Armed Forces (Oberkommando der Wehrmacht) and carried out by a “field post examination center” within each army. This was nominally staffed by five officers and fourteen noncommissioned officers, which, not surprisingly, could do little more than sample a fraction of the mailbags passing to and from the front. Figures from examination centers later in the war suggest that an individual censor could reasonably manage to inspect upward of 176 letters a day, but of course such a figure was entirely dependent on the highly variable length of letters. In one of the first substantive attempts to analyze and publish a large sample of German field post, Ortwin Buchbender and Reinhold Sterz concluded, “The letters of the edition clearly show how the censor influenced the mentality of some letter writers. However there remains the impression that after careful examination of some 50, 000 field post letters … that the mass of soldiers expressed their views and opinions astonishingly openly and unselfconsciously.”20

Klaus Latzel’s study has referred to two forms of attempted censorship, which he has dubbed “external” and “internal.” The first referred to the explicit checking of content to identify and reprimand (or potentially charge) culprits,21 although evidence of serious infractions resulted from less than 1 percent of the total checked mail.22 The threat, however, of disciplinary action was hoped to have a disproportionate impact on “internal” censorship, in which the letter writer would self-censor his own work.23 This so-called “scissors in the head” effect was bolstered by a media campaign in which the need for censorship received a high profile. The intent was for soldiers to believe the controls were more rigorous and frequent than was actually the case, although they too must have been aware that the sheer volume of letters mitigated against anything other than a tiny sample being checked.24 More to the point, one may well question the extent to which soldiers were prepared to self-censor their only medium of communication with home, although concern for relatives may well have led to a considerable percentage playing down the difficulties and dangers they confronted. The urge to freely communicate and share profound experiences had to compete with the desire not to disturb or worry loved ones.

The basis for the censorship of field post was the “Ordinance on Communication, ” which was published on 12 March 1940 and stipulated that information provided by the troops in their letters was subject to secrecy regulations in six key areas:


	Distribution of information on army matters that are subject to secrecy

	Spreading rumors of all kinds

	Sending photos and pictures of all types, which are subject to secrecy regulations

	Sending enemy propaganda

	Critical comments on measures taken by the army and the government of the Reich

	Statements raising the suspicion of espionage, sabotage, and subversion25



As this collection will illustrate, such a directive was by no means always observed, but disregarding the regulations took on both overt and covert manifestations. In practice it was the first of the six regulations that was the most difficult for soldiers to observe and therefore constituted the most contravened of the regulations. It required soldiers to withhold all specific details of their service, such as composition, size, and location of their units; the names of superiors and comrades; information related to equipment and arms; military intentions; and combat losses.26 Given that many of these subjects formed the basis of their experiences, soldiers could often not resist writing about them, although others adopted codes that allowed them to communicate forbidden details in secret. W. Bremer told after that war how he and his father came up with a system of revealing where he was in any given letter. “The first letter of a sentence and every other first letter of the following sentences spelled out the name of the place in which I was. That was naturally not a small place, but always the bigger cities. One was only supposed to write ‘in the East.’”27 Others adopted even more simple methods for expressing themselves openly, especially in regard to the fifth regulation on expressing criticisms. In one such postal code, a dash at the end of a sentence indicated that the author meant the opposite of what was stated. Such simple adaptations kept postal communication open and honest in spite of official regulations.28

While some letter writers proved ingenious at subverting the censor, what is perhaps more remarkable is the relative frankness, especially when it came to military matters, that most letters display. Soldiers, for the most part, seem to have felt at liberty to discuss the war or their personal circumstances as soldiers, including negative aspects, in varying degrees of openness.29 The exception, which other studies have confirmed, concerned political matters. Criticisms of Hitler or the Nazi party in soldiers’ letters from 1941 are far less common than those directed against the shortcomings of the army. The penchant for openness, in spite of the official regulations and the censor, led to some attempts at curbing such behavior. A report dating from the middle of September 1941 by the 263 Infantry Division noted, “Soldiers must be informed that in writing letters it is forbidden to make any mention of supposed or genuine difficulties, especially the unfavorable influence of the war on the morale and health of the soldiers. Letters from home, in which any mention is made of abuses of any kind, or personal anxieties, must be destroyed. We are duty bound to bear with courage any difficulties … without providing food for enemy propaganda.”30

Martin Humburg’s study of German field post referred to a “fall crisis” in 1941, which asserted that the increasingly drawn-out war resulted in two psychological episodes affecting the mood of German soldiers. The first was the disappointment of hopes for outright victory in the summer of 1941, and the second was the realization that a winter campaign had become inevitable.31 Over the summer, the strains of the German advance that demanded constant combat, long marches, and sometimes heavy losses were sustained by the promise of a rapid victory and release from the campaign’s many torments. Already in the opening weeks, the mental strains of the Eastern Campaign had been excessive, but as the cumulative toll mounted with no end in sight, homesick, exhausted, and even traumatized men defied regulations to share their fears and frustrations with family and loved ones. The problem was that the Ostheer (eastern army) appeared to be winning all the battles but not the war itself. As Helmut Pabst complained in a letter home, “What a country, what a war, where there’s no pleasure in success, no pride, no satisfaction; only a feeling of suppressed fury.”32 Similarly, Harald Henry complained that after all the battles he had taken part in, there was still no discernible end in sight. Writing home on 20 October, Henry wrote: “How much longer shall it take! It must finally come to an end or at least we should get some relief. At all the great encirclement battles of Army Group Center, Belostok, Minsk, Mogilev, Roslavl’, Desna, Viaz’ma and Briansk we were outstanding and took part with heavy losses. For once one must allow us to have a break. It is not bearable any longer.”33

Certainly, by the final months of 1941, the men had endured a great deal of personal suffering and loss, which itself led to a form of brutalization. Letters offered a rare outlet for emotions as well as an opportunity to “process” and “rationalize” the events in which they were taking part. It also gave hope that return letters would provide much-needed understanding, encouragement, and love. Under the difficult circumstances, such emotional support acted as a vital coping mechanism and helps explain the extraordinary importance attached to the arrival of post from home. Yet, however important this exchange may have been to the men at the front, the information they were sending to the homeland sometimes radically departed from the triumphalist tone of German propaganda, which created a credibility gap that the Nazi regime did not like.

The best illustration of the divergence in representations of the war from “above” versus “below” was the Reich’s press chief, Dr. Otto Dietrich’s, declaration of victory following the double encirclements at Viaz’ma and Briansk in early October. Before the international and domestic media, Dietrich declared, “The campaign in the East has been decided by the smashing of Army Group Timoshenko.”34 The following day (10 October) the Völkische Beobachter, a Nazi daily newspaper, carried banner headlines extolling the news: “The Great Hour Has Struck!” “Campaign in the East Decided!” “The Military End of the Bolsheviks.”35 This was mimicked in the Romanian daily Evenimentul, which led with the full-page headline: “The Russian Campaign Is Over.”36 Yet German soldiers were not the only ones who knew how far from the truth this was; German propaganda minster Joseph Goebbels observed the events with nervous trepidation. The German reporting, he wrote, was “almost too positive and too optimistic. When, for example, the press are given the headline: ‘The War Is Decided!’ that surely goes too far.” Goebbels saw that this risked the prestige of the whole regime. “I hope to God, ” Goebbels continued, “that the military operations develop so that we don’t suffer a psychological reverse.”37 Yet that was already taking place in the East, and such preposterous reporting only compounded the problem as exasperated soldiers increasingly sought to inform their loved ones about the “real war” they were fighting. One soldier complained bitterly of the lack of winter preparations before assuring his family, “The reality is indeed something other than the radio announcements.”38 Likewise, in early December, Werner Beermann contrasted the enduring war with the farcical public depiction of two months earlier: “I can well imagine that you, like many in the homeland, have a very hazy picture of what is happening here. According to the newspapers, radio announcements, and newsreels everything is crystal clear: ‘The war in the East is decided!’”39

Just as Goebbels had feared, the field post from the East was now directly undermining the propaganda effort, suggesting that the party and high command was out of touch with reality on the ground. Writing on 12 December, the propaganda minister noted, “Actually the impact of letters from the front, which had been regarded as extraordinarily important, has to be considered more than harmful today. The soldiers are pretty blunt when they describe the great problems they are fighting under, the lack of winter gear … insufficient food and ammunition.”40 Yet rather than acting to restrain public expectations and recasting the state’s message to close the credibility gap, Goebbels’s solution was to issue an instruction on the “art of writing letters” for the troops. This called for an emphasis on “manly, hard and clear letters … differentiating between impressions best locked deeply in the heart because they only concern soldiers at the front and those which can be, and should be, related at home to keep them informed about the war.” In line with National Socialist conceptions of soldiering, the instruction then asserted that anyone who complained was “no true soldier.”41 Not surprisingly, Goebbels’s instruction had little discernible impact on the tone in which letters were written, especially since the unexpected Soviet winter offensive was placing extraordinary new demands on the men.42 Hans Joachim C. wrote home in early December of his plight at having to keep watch both day and night at the front: “I cannot tell you what that means. First, the terrible cold, blizzard, wet feet through and through—the boots never dry anymore and cannot be pulled off—and secondly, the Russians test our nerves…. Everyone thinks of the end.”43

Germany’s winter crisis was only just beginning, and for all the censorship and strict directives about letter writing, soldiers typically



















































Appendix 1

Equivalent Military Ranks1


GERMAN / AMERICAN




	Officer Ranks:
	



	Generalfeldmarschall
	Field Marshal



	Generaloberst
	General



	General (der Infanterie,  etc.)
	Lieutenant General



	Generalleutnant
	Major General



	Generalmajor
	Brigadier General



	Oberst
	Colonel



	Oberstleutnant
	Lieutenant Colonel



	Major
	Major



	Hauptmann or Rittmeister
	Captain



	Oberleutnant
	First Lieutenant



	Leutnant
	Second Lieutenant



	 
	



	Non-Commissioned Officers (NCOs):
	



	Stabsfeldwebel
	Sergeant Major



	Oberfeldwebel
	Master Sergeant



	Feldwebel
	Technical Sergeant



	Unterfeldwebel
	Staff Sergeant



	Unteroffizier
	Noncommissioned Officer



	 
	



	Enlisted Men:
	



	Stabsgefreiter
	Administrative Corporal



	Obergefreiter
	Corporal



	Gefreiter
	Lance Corporal



	Obersoldat
	Private 1st Class



	Soldat (Schütze)
	Private (Rifleman)



	 
	



	Medical Ranks:
	



	Oberstarzt
	Colonel (med.)



	Oberfeldarzt
	Lt.Col (med.)



	Oberstabsarzt
	Major (med.)



	Stabsarzt
	Captain (med.)



	Oberarzt
	First Lt. (med.)



	Assistenzarzt
	Second Lt. (med.)



	Unterarzt
	NCO (med.)










Appendix 2

Order of Battle of Germany’s Eastern Army (Ostheer)1
 (22 June 1941)

ARMY GROUP NORTH

GFM Ritter von Leeb

ARMY GROUP RESERVE

206 Infantry Division
 251 Infantry Division
 254 Infantry Division

OKH RESERVE (AT ARMY GROUP NORTH)

86 Infantry Division (in transport)

SS “Police” Infantry Division (in transport)

REAR ARMY AREA 1012

207 Security Division
 281 Security Division
 285 Security Division


SIXTEENTH ARMY

Generaloberst Ernst Busch

253 Infantry Division (army reserve)

2 Army Corps

12 Infantry Division

32 Infantry Division

121 Infantry Division

10 Army Corps

30 Infantry Division

126 Infantry Division

28 Army Corps

122 Infantry Division

123 Infantry Division

4 PANZER GROUP

Generaloberst Erich Hoepner

SS “Totenkopf” Infantry Division (mot.) (group reserve)

41 Panzer Corps

1 Panzer Division

6 Panzer Division

36 Infantry Division (mot.)

269 Infantry Division

56 Panzer Corps

8 Panzer Division

3 Infantry Division (mot.)

290 Infantry Division

EIGHTEENTH ARMY

Generaloberst Georg von Küchler

1 Army Corps

1 Infantry Division

11 Infantry Division

21 Infantry Division

26 Army Corps

61 Infantry Division

217 Infantry Division

291 Infantry Division

38 Army Corps

58 Infantry Division


ARMY GROUP CENTER

GFM Fedor von Bock

ARMY GROUP RESERVE

293 Infantry Division

OKH RESERVE (AT ARMY GROUP CENTER)

15 Infantry Division (in transport)

52 Infantry Division (in transport)

106 Infantry Division (in transport)

110 Infantry Division (in transport)

112 Infantry Division (in transport)

197 Infantry Division (in transport)

900 Instructional (“Lehr”) Brigade (mot.)

REAR ARMY AREA 102

221 Security Division 286 Security Division 403 Security Division

2 PANZER GROUP

Generaloberst Heinz Guderian

255 Infantry Division (group reserve)

12 Army Corps

31 Infantry Division

34 Infantry Division

45 Infantry Division

24 Panzer Corps

3 Panzer Division

4 Panzer Division

10 Infantry Division (mot.)

267 Infantry Division

1 Cavalry Division

46 Panzer Corps

10 Panzer Division

SS “Das Reich” Infantry Division (mot.)


Infantry Regiment “Grossdeutschland” (mot.)

47 Panzer Corps

17 Panzer Division

18 Panzer Division

29 Infantry Division (mot.)

167 Infantry Division

FOURTH ARMY

GFM Günther von Kluge

7 Army Corps

7 Infantry Division

23 Infantry Division

258 Infantry Division

268 Infantry Division

9 Army Corps

137 Infantry Division

263 Infantry Division

292 Infantry Division

13 Army Corps

17 Infantry Division

78 Infantry Division

43 Army Corps

131 Infantry Division

134 Infantry Division

252 Infantry Division

NINTH ARMY

Generaloberst Adolf Strauss

8 Army Corps

8 Infantry Division

28 Infantry Division

161 Infantry Division

20 Army Corps

162 Infantry Division

256 Infantry Division

42 Army Corps

87 Infantry Division

102 Infantry Division

129 Infantry Division


3 PANZER GROUP

Generaloberst Hermann Hoth

5 Army Corps

5 Infantry Division

35 Infantry Division

6 Army Corps

6 Infantry Division

26 Infantry Division

39 Panzer Corps

7 Panzer Division

20 Panzer Division

14 Infantry Division (mot.)

20 Infantry Division (mot.)

57 Panzer Corps

12 Panzer Division

19 Panzer Division

18 Infantry Division (mot.)

ARMY GROUP SOUTH

GFM Gerd von Rundstedt

ARMY GROUP RESERVE

99 Light (“Jäger”) Division

OKH RESERVE (AT ARMY GROUP SOUTH)

4 Mountain Division

79 Infantry Division (in transport)

95 Infantry Division (in transport) 113 Infantry Division (in transport) 125 Infantry Division

132 Infantry Division (in transport)

REAR ARMY AREA 103

213 Security Division 444 Security Division 454 Security Division


ELEVENTH ARMY

Generaloberst Eugen Ritter von Schobert

22 Infantry Division (army reserve)

72 Infantry Division (German Army Mission Romania)

11 Army Corps

76 Infantry Division

239 Infantry Division

30 Army Corps

198 Infantry Division

54 Army Corps

50 Infantry Division

170 Infantry Division

SEVENTEENTH ARMY

General der Infanterie Carl-Heinrich von Stülpnagel

97 Light Division (army reserve) 100 Light Division (army reserve)

4 Army Corps

24 Infantry Division

71 Infantry Division

262 Infantry Division

295 Infantry Division

296 Infantry Division

49 Mountain Corps

1 Mountain Division

68 Infantry Division

257 Infantry Division

52 Army Corps

101 Light Division

SIXTH ARMY

GFM Walter von Reichenau3 168 Infantry Divison (army reserve)

17 Army Corps

56 Infantry Division

62 Infantry Division

44 Army Corps

9 Infantry Division

297 Infantry Division


1 PANZER GROUP

Generaloberst Ewald von Kleist

13 Panzer Division (group reserve)

16 Infantry Division (mot.) (group reserve)

25 Infantry Division (mot.) (group reserve)

SS “Adolf Hitler” Infantry Division (mot.) (group reserve)

3 Panzer Corps

14 Panzer Division

44 Infantry Division

298 Infantry Division

14 Panzer Corps

9 Panzer Division

16 Panzer Division

SS “Wiking” Infantry Division (mot.)

48 Panzer Corps

11 Panzer Division

57 Infantry Division

75 Infantry Division

29 Army Corps

111 Infantry Division

299 Infantry Division





Appendix 3

Order of Battle of German Army Group Center 1
 (2 October 1941) 

ARMY GROUP RESERVE

19 Panzer Division

Infantry Regiment “Grossdeutschland” (mot.)
 900 Brigade (mot.)

COMMANDER, REAR ARMY AREA CENTER

221 Security Division

286 Security Division

403 Security Division

454 Security Division2

339 Infantry Division

707 Infantry Division

SS Cavalry Brigade

2 PANZER GROUP

Generaloberst Heinz Guderian

34 Army Corps

45 Infantry Division

134 Infantry Division

35 Army Corps

1 Cavalry Division

95 Infantry Division


262 Infantry Division

293 Infantry Division

296 Infantry Division

24 Panzer Corps

3 Panzer Division

4 Panzer Division

10 Infantry Division (mot.)

47 Panzer Corps

17 Panzer Division

18 Panzer Division

29 Infantry Division (mot.)

48 Panzer Corps

9 Panzer Division

16 Infantry Division (mot.)

25 Infantry Division (mot.)

SECOND ARMY

Generaloberst Maximilian Freiherr von Weichs

112 Infantry Division (army reserve)

13 Army Corps

17 Infantry Division

260 Infantry Division

43 Army Corps

52 Infantry Division

131 Infantry Division

53 Army Corps

31 Infantry Division

56 Infantry Division

167 Infantry Division

4 PANZER GROUP

Generaloberst Erich Hoepner

12 Army Corps

34 Infantry Division

98 Infantry Division

40 Panzer Corps

2 Panzer Division

10 Panzer Division

258 Infantry Division

46 Panzer Corps

5 Panzer Division


11 Panzer Division

252 Infantry Division

57 Panzer Corps

20 Panzer Division

3 Infantry Division (mot.)

SS “Das Reich” Infantry Division (mot.)

FOURTH ARMY

GFM Günther von Kluge

7 Army Corps

7 Infantry Division

23 Infantry Division

197 Infantry Division

267 Infantry Division

9 Army Corps

137 Infantry Division

183 Infantry Division

263 Infantry Division

292 Infantry Division

20 Army Corps

15 Infantry Division

78 Infantry Division

268 Infantry Division

NINTH ARMY

Generaloberst Adolf Strauss

161 Infantry Division (army reserve)

8 Army Corps

8 Infantry Division

28 Infantry Division

87 Infantry Division

23 Army Corps

102 Infantry Division

206 Infantry Division

251 Infantry Division

256 Infantry Division

27 Army Corps

86 Infantry Division

162 Infantry Division

255 Infantry Division


3 PANZER GROUP

Generaloberst Hermann Hoth

5 Army Corps

5 Infantry Division

35 Infantry Division

106 Infantry Division

6 Army Corps

26 Infantry Division

110 Infantry Division

41 Panzer Corps

1 Panzer Division

6 Infantry Division

36 Infantry Division (mot.)

56 Panzer Corps

6 Panzer Division

7 Panzer Division

14 Infantry Division (mot.)

129 Infantry Division




Appendix 4

Soldiers of Barbarossa—Names, Ranks, and Units of German Soldiers Whose Field Post Letters and Diary Entries Are Cited in the Narrative

Note: While the vast majority of the soldiers whose letters and diary entries fill this volume are now deceased, protecting their privacy—and, more to the point, the privacy of their still surviving family members—remains important to many scholars and to institutions such as the Library for Contemporary History (Bibliothek für Zeitgeschichte), Stuttgart, Germany. As a result, a slight majority of the surnames of the German soldiers used in this collection are incomplete (e.g., “Paul R.” or “Gefr. Franz B.”); in several cases, the soldiers remain anonymous, and once or twice pseudonyms are in play. In most cases, the soldiers’ ranks could be readily determined; however, this was sometimes not possible (unit designations were much easier to ascertain). While the organization of the names below may, at first glance, appear unorthodox, given the great diversity in how the names are presented, it seemed to make sense to first list the minority of soldiers for whom no rank was found and to follow that with an alphabetical listing by both rank (or professional title) and first names (which are mostly complete). What this organizational template reveals is that enlisted personnel and NCOs make up the majority of the contributors, while officers (2nd Lt. to Major with just one rank of Lt.Col.) are a distinct minority—hardly surprising given that the former outnumbered the latter by a wide margin in the German Army. And perhaps it goes without saying that it is these men—enlisted ranks, NCOs, and lower-ranking officers—who are the real “Soldiers of Barbarossa, ” and, perforce, have the most graphic and compelling stories to tell of the most deadly, destructive, and genocidal military campaign the world has ever witnessed.


Adelbert-Ottheinrich Rühle (Ostfront)

Albert M. (H.Gr.Süd)

Albert Neuhaus (H.Gr.Nord)

Alexander Cohrs (H.Gr.Süd)

Alfons Haas (Ostfront)

Alois Dwenger (11 Armee)

Anon. (H.Gr.Mitte)

Anon. (K.G. 55)

Anon. (5 ID)

Anon. (18 PD)

Anon. (20 PD)

Anon. (45 ID)
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