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      Most of Elvis’s story takes place in the United States. The map below shows, in gray, the state of Mississippi, where he was born; the state of Tennessee, where Elvis built and lived in Graceland, his huge home; and the state of California, where he worked in the movie industry as an actor .
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      VOCABULARY

      Death

      
        
        inherit: to get another person’s belongings, money, and property after they die. After my mother died, I inherited her wedding ring.

      

        

      
        heir: the person who inherits another person’s belongings, money, and property after they die. Mr. Smith had three heirs: his wife and his two children.

      

        

      
        assets: valuable property and items a person owns. My most valuable assets are my house and my car.

      

        

      
        autopsy: An official medical investigation to figure out why someone died. Nobody understood why my uncle died, so his family asked for an autopsy.

      

        

      
        will: The document that a person writes before they die to explain who will inherit their property. Ms. Green wrote a will that gave all of her money to the art museum.

      

      

      In the United States, many people are buried in the ground after they die, in an area that looks a little like a park, called a cemetery. Each body is buried in its own grave. The stone marker on top of a grave is called a gravestone. Before the body is buried, it’s placed in a coffin, a wooden box. However, some very wealthy people have their coffins placed in a crypt, a small room that can be either above or below the ground.

      

      Other useful words

      
        
        scandal: Something that the public thinks is morally or legally wrong. The president lost his job as a result of the financial scandal. If you are shocked by someone’s behavior, you feel scandalized. Some people in the United States were scandalized by women’s short skirts in the 1960s.

      

        

      
        myth: A story about a person or events that is hard to believe, but is also hard to prove or disprove. Is the story about all the wonderful things Paul Bunyon did really true, or is it just a myth?

      

        

      
        merchandise: Things for sale, such as t-shirts, cell phone cases, keychains, and so on. We talk about merchandise for one particular brand or even a person: Did you buy any Taylor Swift merchandise?

      

        

      
        hoax: A plan to make people believe something that is not true. Some people believe that a person has never been to the moon. They say this is a hoax.

      

        

      
        anonymous (adj.): Not identified or named. Who wrote that book? I don’t know; it’s anonymous. There’s no author’s name.
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        * * *

      

      DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

      Discuss these topics with a partner or group, or just think about them by yourself.

      
        	Have you heard of Elvis Presley? What do you already know about him? Can you name any of his songs or movies?

        	What are some advantages and disadvantages of being very famous?

        	How do you know when a public figure has died? That is, how do you get that news? How do you know if the news reports are true? How do you know if all the details are accurate?

      

      MUSIC

      Elvis Presley was a singer and guitar player. You will read a lot about music in this book, and about different types of music. Have you heard of these types of music before?

      
        	blues

        	country

        	gospel

        	pop

        	rock ’n’ roll (also called just rock)

      

      If you don’t know some of these music types, you can look for examples on YouTube or another music streaming service.
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      Elvis Presley is one of the most famous names in the world. His records are still selling millions of copies every year, and pop music of all kinds shows his influence.

      Elvis was called “the King” by his millions of admirers. For more than twenty years he was the single most important figure in popular music – even the Beatles, the Rolling Stones, and other rock groups of the 1960s and 1970s said that Elvis was the man they admired most.

      Elvis Presley’s first big hit record was Heartbreak Hotel, in 1956. In the next twenty years he made almost one hundred hit records, and fifteen of them reached the number one position in the British top twenty. He made lots of films, television appearances, and concert tours, and became one of the richest and most famous men in the world.

      Elvis Presley died at his home Graceland, in Memphis in the state of Tennessee, on August 16th, 1973. He was only 42 years old.

      Millions of people all over the world were shocked to hear of the death of The King. They did not believe he was dead. They said the man who made rock ’n’ roll popular could never die. More and more people believe that Elvis was alive for many years after 1973 — and is perhaps still alive today. There is a lot of evidence which, they say, proves he is not dead. There is even a recording of Elvis speaking — but made after the date he supposedly died.

      This is the Elvis mystery — the mystery of one of the most famous yet mysterious men of our time.
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      Elvis Aron Presley was born in a small town called Tupelo in the state of Mississippi, on January 8, 1935. His father, Vernon, and his mother, Gladys, were very close to him all through his life. But perhaps even more important, Elvis was a twin. The other twin, Jesse Garon, died at birth. But for Elvis and for his parents, the dead twin was a very significant presence in their lives. The choice of names is significant too. Garon and Aron, the middle names, were so similar that Elvis Aron Presley always said that he felt he was in some way “a part of Jesse Garon.” And Jesse was also the name of Vernon’s father, the grandfather of Elvis Presley.

      Elvis very often used his full name, perhaps to keep alive the memory of the twin he never knew. At his home, Graceland, you can still read the name plate – “The home of Elvis Aron Presley.” His own music company was also called “Aron Music, Incorporated.” And on a collection of eight LPs (LP = long-playing record, a vinyl record album), his full name is signed as Elvis Aron Presley. The full name will be an important piece of evidence in the Elvis Presley mystery!

      In 1971, Elvis Presley, now one of the most famous men in the world, said, “When I was a boy, I was the hero of the comic books and movies. I grew up believing in a dream. Now I’ve lived it out.”

      Captain Marvel, the comic book hero, was his greatest hero, and Elvis took many elements of his later successful image from that comic book hero. The way he stands, legs apart, with arms, hands and fingers outstretched, all recalls Captain Marvel. The hairstyle too, which became world famous, comes from Elvis’s childhood hero. The child is part of the adult in all of us: in Elvis it became part of his identity. For the teenage boy from Tupelo, the fantasy begins to become reality through his music. Like many people after him, Elvis used pop music to transform himself from an ordinary teenager into a star.

      In the 1950s, rock ’n’ roll was just beginning. Even the name rock ’n’ roll was new. A disc jockey on an American radio station used the term rock ’n’ roll to describe the kind of music which came from the Deep South of the United States. This music combines the rhythm, the beat, and the excitement of black soul music – the blues – with the guitar and vocal sounds of white music. It is a mixture, musically and culturally. It contains elements of white country music and black gospel music.

      The musical tradition of Elvis was in some ways a very local tradition, a tradition of the South. But in the middle of the 1950s, there was a new generation – the post-war generation – of young people. These teenagers were ready for a musical explosion, a revolution in sound and in taste. Elvis Presley was the man who was
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