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  Personal Note

  
  







Thank you for using The Checkpoint Devotional to study God’s

word. I pray you are inspired and encouraged to follow Jesus in

a new way. The Checkpoint is part of Campus One80, a college ministry

providing Christian community and outreach to students in the US.

I have been on the mission for over ten years, teaching, connecting,

and counseling students. It has been a fantastic adventure.

If you want to know more about my ministry at Monroe Community College or the virtual campus, you can sign up for my newsletter. You can also be added to the weekly

Checkpoint devotional newsletters.




Please send me an email: mmordenga@campusone80.com asking to be

part ofthe mission newsletter and/or the devotional newsletter.




Thank you Marleese Rybicki, Josh Roselund, Val Nordbye, and Nate

Rybicki for editing help.

Thank you Miguel Figueroa for creating the cover.

For more novels and projects by Michael P. Mordenga, visit:

https://linktr.ee/campusone80fun
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  Introduction: What is a devotional, and why should geeks read it?

  
  




Are you a connoisseur of Batman, One Piece, or Breaking Bad? Do you enjoy playing Metal Gear Solid or beating the latest Final Fantasy? If you said yes, you are probably tricked into reading this book by some well-meaning friend. They told you this was a geeky fandom book, but you just figured out it reads like a church lesson. Likewise, suppose you are an avid Bible reader who hangs out with theological people to discuss Jesus. In that case, you might be raising an eyebrow at why the writer is giving a hoot about geeky entertainment. Christianity is ancient, timeless, and practical, but Netflix exclusives are mindless viewing.

But excluding one from the other is a mistake. Movies, games, and comics tell stories about sacrifice, moral dilemmas, character conversions, and beliefs, while mainstream culture is discovering ways to incorporate them into their lives. When writers tell a fictional story, they reveal bits and pieces of their beliefs. I want to capture these stories and make connections. This devotional is the first of its kind, an unapologetic delve into games, TV, movies, and comics that discover a spiritual truth. All of these truths are operating under three foundational Christian beliefs. The first belief is that God is the creator of humanity, animals, and every resource. The second belief is that humans were created to know God but are cursed to reject Him. Finally, the last belief is that Jesus connected humanity and God, restoring us to mint condition. The sci-fi films, superhero flicks, horror anthologies, and comedy series reflect these truths. Take my hand as I merge the love of aliens, capes, monsters, vampires, and super soldiers with God’s life story.

* * *

BUT WAIT…WHAT ABOUT IMMORAL STUFF?
There is one elephant in the room I need to mention. Not every story on TV and comic book deserves our attention. Remember when I mentioned that humanity has a bad habit of rejecting God? Some stories unintentionally glorify revenge, praise mindless seduction, and skip the realities of unhealthy life choices. Many stories I am highlighting have glimpses of beautiful and ugly truths, and it is up to you to discern which is which. For example, I mentioned the movie John Wick a few times. John Wick wonderfully illustrates the journey of a hero who is grieving a major injustice and can only express his grief through death and violence. I want you to taste the powerful message of John’s desperation, but I do not want you to gain violent revenge as the lesson you should walk away with. You need to filter out the bad examples and keep the treasures. Also, just because I can draw an illustration from a comic book or movie doesn’t mean I advocate the series as a healthy outlet. I mention a story from Deadpool and Wolverine and how it feeds into hope, but I don’t recommend anyone diving deep into the coarse language, sexual references, and grotesque gore. My goal is not to share, “You can put anything into your brain as long as you find a Bible verse it agrees with,” but to find the most noteworthy stories from popular fandom and share them.

* * *

WHY ARE YOU EXPLAINING WEIRD SHOWS AND NOT MY FAVORITE STUFF?


Catching every fandom, comic series, and TV show worth discussing is nearly impossible. I have over 40 years of cartoons, graphic novels, and science fiction shows (assuming I was watching them from the crib). And though your favorite series may not be here, I spared no expense in marrying the proper story arc with the correct biblical message. Netflix alone comes out with three new series daily, so I haven’t scratched the surface of the stories we can tell.

* * *

IF YOU HAVE NO IDEA WHAT A DEVOTIONAL IS OR WHY IT TALKS ABOUT CHURCH STUFF




I want to thank you for giving these stories a chance. You might be curious how a church guy will handle your favorite shows. I hope you find a delightful nugget of truth that you can cash into your life. If this book is too “cringe” or lame for you,  I take full responsibility.

* * *

IF YOU LOVE CHURCH STUFF AND YOU WANT TO SHARE IT WITH YOUR FRIENDS




Then, I thank you for spreading God’s stories to your geeky social circle. You can casually tell a friend that some nerdy theologian wrote a persuasive essay about (insert fandom) and would like to hear their feedback. This is a great way to discuss spiritual topics.

* * *

THE HISTORY OF THE CHECKPOINT




I started writing The Checkpoint devotional in 2023 when the college campus I was ministering at through a Christian community called Campus One80 needed a regular devotional that could speak to students. I was eager to gush about my love for DC, Marvel, PlayStation, weird sitcoms, and cult classics. After a year of bi-weekly devotionals popping up in student emails, I have curated 60 devotionals for readers to gain insight into.

* * *

WHY ARE YOU DRAWINGS SO…MID?




When it comes to media copyrights, a nonfiction writer using popular media licenses as examples does not have many good options. I had to choose between no pictures (just vanilla text), hiring an artist (super expensive), using AI (super sketchy), or making my own art. I chose the latter option, and I hope you enjoy the fan art (or at least tolerate it).

* * *

NO, SERIOUSLY, MY NEPHEW CAN DRAW

BETTER THAN YOU!




Sorry, I am still learning. Why are you so critical???

* * *

HOW DO I USE THIS IN MY COLLEGE MINISTRY?




The Checkpoint is set up so that your college group can read two devotionals weekly for a school year. Groups are encouraged to meet together to discuss the questions, and students should be encouraged to lead the discussion to build their Bible-teaching skills.
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  A Quiet Place (movie)
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Time With God

In the movie The Quiet Place, silence is golden. Lee and his family have to practice a life of nonverbal communication or a sound-sensitive predator will know their location. This forces the family to change their habits and make as little noise as possible. We don’t live in a quiet world. Everything makes noise. Our phones have notifications, our cars whine when they need service, and our favorite shows desire to be binged. Those things are good to enjoy but don’t promote the need for quietness.

In the scriptures, God tells people to “shut up” occasionally. There is a poem in the Psalms where God says, “Be still and know I am God” (Psalm 46:10). This verse is sewn into many pillows but might be interpreted as more of a command. God says, “Shut up your noisy world for a few minutes and realize I am standing before you.” Excessive sound and distractions can numb God’s voice. He won’t shout over the noise, but he has no problem reminding you that quietness is the key to communication.

There are two reasons to practice quietness: to reflect on who God is and to let Jesus take control of your problems. This discipline is difficult to master, but it has limitless benefits when you teach your brain to recognize God’s power.


God is saying, “shut up your noisy world for a few minutes and realize I am standing before you.”




* * *

REFLECT

Research: Psalm 46, Mark 4:35-41
When is it a good time to be loud before God? (very expressive and conversational)




What would be your most significant hurdles to practicing daily silence before God?




How do you utilize more quiet time in your daily routine?

* * *

GEEK MOMENT

John Krasinski, who played the protagonist role,  wore a green screen suit portraying alien predators.

* * *

PRAYER

{Close your eyes for one minute and visualize your needs, desires, and problems sitting on a table. Then, imagine you are looking at God instead of those things on a table.}
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  Daredevil (comic)
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Social Fears

Daredevil, the man without fear, has an excellent reason to balance on telephone lines and swing on skyscraper scaffolding. In the comics, he says his blindness keeps him from becoming afraid of heights. He wouldn’t dare try a somersault over a roof if he could see how high up he was. Blindness or no blindness, I can barely climb a ladder.

But the scriptures give compelling evidence as to why we shouldn’t be afraid (especially of each other). Does it have some secret that makes us escape all pain? Unfortunately, no. What it does have is perspective. Jesus paints a picture in the Gospels of how to view God versus how to view people. He explains that God is so final, powerful, and crucial to our existence that his decision could significantly impact our eternity (for much better or worse). Compared to people ( Matthew 10:27-31), God’s decision for our life is much more critical. It would be like worrying about a leaky faucet next to a waterfall.

Now, you might wonder why this is a better scenario. Jesus just explained that God can give humanity a thumbs down and ruin their life forever. But I don’t think Jesus is saying to transfer all your people anxiety to anxiety about God.

This should be good news, and the other parts of the Bible explain why. The God most in charge of your fate is an empathetic listener, counselor, patient parent, lover of all people, merciful king, and gracious giver. The traits of God should turn our relationship from anxiety to ultimate confidence. So what can people do to you? 


Jesus paints a picture in the Gospels of how to view God versus how to view people.







* * *

REFLECT

Research: Isaiah 41:10-11, Matthew 10:27-31
Why do you think people are so intimidating to others?




Why does God say we shouldn’t be afraid of our enemies in the Isaiah verse?




After Jesus explains that God can throw any soul into hell, what does he say about how he values people?

* * *

GEEK MOMENT

In one comic arc for Daredevil, Matt Murdock pretended to be his twin brother (Mike) so his friends wouldn’t figure out his secret identity.

* * *

PRAYER

Dear God,

I fear people’s reactions and judgments, and I would rather feel confident in our connection. Please help me put faith in your rational and powerful point of view. Then, I can share the truth with everyone I meet.
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  Cobra Kai (TV series)
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Spiritual Training

Strike first, Strike hard, No mercy. These are the rules to becoming a Cobra Kai student. In the inspirational Netflix story, Johnny Lawrence is an ex-student of Cobra Kai. He takes Miguel under his wing to teach him to be a fighting machine. Unfortunately, Johnny’s teaching method uses poor Miguel as a sparring dummy. After several bruises and hard knocks, Miguel becomes the All-Valley Karate Champion.

In sports movies, when the director wants to show the protagonist getting better at a sport, they do a montage. This package of random training events shows the hero getting stronger and better. The Rocky movies were famous for these training montages.

Wouldn’t it be awesome if we could condense all of our training into a simple one-minute montage? Realistically, you need to feel every drop of sweat, resistance, and burn to become better at something. This even applies to our spiritual lives.




1 Corinthians 9:27 reads: 

27 Instead, I discipline my body and bring it under strict control, so that after preaching to others, I myself will not be disqualified.




Your spiritual life is built on habits; good habits connect you with a God who wants to invest so much in you. May you find the wisdom and strength to start today. 

Strike First: Devise a plan that you can practice (pray every morning at 7 am, do not eat sweets after 3 pm, text five friends a week, read a chapter of your Bible daily). Pray your intentions to God because he invested in your development.

Strike Hard: Be consistent with your plan. Get a friend to help you stay on track. Don’t have cheat days.

No Mercy: If your plan doesn’t seem to get you anywhere after two weeks or a month, evaluate it, pray for wisdom, and try a different plan. Your mind will try to get you to quit if it is uncomfortable, but you are doing this because you want to see positive changes in your life. Show no mercy.


Strike First.
Strike Hard.
No Mercy.




* * *

REFLECT

Research: 1 Corinthians 9:24-27, Psalm 119:9-16
How is our spiritual walk like training for a competition? What kind of training does the writer want in Psalm 119:9-16?




What advantages does Paul see for training his body spiritually? What is one thing in your spiritual life that you would like to see get better overnight? 




Make a Strike First plan. What do you need to do every week to follow it?

* * *

GEEK MOMENT

The actor who plays Bert (Owen Morgan) is an actual black belt in karate, despite playing a small dorky kid.

* * *

PRAYER

Dear God,

Empower and prepare me to be generous, attentive, and disciplined like you.
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