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I have to thank my heavenly Father. He gave me the idea for this devotional, He gave me the ability to write and He sent people with various skills and the know-how my way. He opened the doors for me. He made a way where there seemed to be no way.

I also want to thank my pastor, Wimpie Helmand. Whenever I had any theological questions, he was ready to answer them. Wimpie also contributed financially to the recordings of these devotionals. Furthermore, he also encouraged me to have this book published. Karen Loots organised for these devotionals to be broadcast on community radio stations and she also planned for these devotionals to be recorded. Adrian Lange gave me permission to use a vision he had as an illustration story. Sandra (Soekie) Krog gave me permission to use one of her illustrations as an illustration story.
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A New Way Of Living
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“And for this reason He [Jesus] is the Mediator of the new covenant, by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant, that those who are called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.”

Hebrews 9: 15 (NKJV)

When two or more parties agree on something, they sign a contract. The contract stipulates the role each party has to perform. A covenant is more binding than that. It is very legal. It is binding. It is everlasting.

God made a covenant with mankind. He swore an oath to Himself, seeing that there was no higher authority to do so.  He stipulated how He was going to deal with man. The new covenant He made is based on grace and not on performance. The way man behaves does not influence God’s love, grace and mercy for us.

We can trust Him completely. He is true and faithful. He will never break the covenant He has made. The covenant He made is sealed with the blood of Jesus.

The original audience of the letter to the Hebrews were persecuted Jewish Christians. They were very familiar with the law. They knew the requirements. They knew what they had to do. This letter showed them that Christ was not an abandonment of their Jewish roots, but rather a fulfillment of their heritage.

In Genesis, we read about Melchizedek. He was a priest. His priesthood is proof that God had always planned to give His people the new covenant. That does not mean that the law Moses received was just a waste of time. The old covenant had its ‘flaws,’ but they were intentional. The old covenant served a purpose. These ‘flaws’ showed us that we needed a new covenant.

When the old covenant was in play, priests had to sacrifice animals to atone for the sins of the nation. They also had to cleanse themselves in order to be in the presence of God. Those animal sacrifices were limited. They could not really remove the penalty of sin. However, Christ is the perfect Lamb of God. His Blood paid the price for our sin. He also fulfilled all the requirements of the law so that we were made righteous and can be in God’s presence.

The new covenant does not only give the Jewish believers their eternal inheritance, but it gives that inheritance to everybody who calls on the Name of the Lord.

When you look into a mirror, you will see your own reflection. If your face has dirt marks on it, the mirror will reflect them also. However, the mirror cannot remove the dirt. In the same way, the old covenant showed what was required to be righteous, but it could not make anybody righteous. Jesus fulfilled every single requirement of the law. He gave His righteousness to all who believe in Him. He sealed the new covenant with His own Blood.

Lord Jesus, You made it possible for me to be with God. You paid the penalty for the sins I committed. You made me righteous. All I can say is, thank you. In Your Name I pray, Lord Jesus. Amen.
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A Covenant Sealed With Blood
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“Now the blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be on you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.”

Exodus 12: 13 (NKJV)

The Israelites – God’s chosen people – were slaves in the land of Egypt. God sent them a deliverer. Moses was to lead them out of slavery in Egypt to freedom, to the promised land.

Pharaoh (king of Egypt) did not want to let them go. He hardened his heart against God. Same thing today: the world does not want to let people go, it will fight tooth and nail to keep people in bondage.

Nine different plagues came down on Egypt. Each time Pharaoh just hardened his heart and refused to let the Israelites go. The tenth plague would bring death to all the first-born. To avoid the coming death, the Israelites had to cover their doorposts with the blood of a lamb. The lamb was a substitute for their first-born children. Death would then pass over them. When God saw the blood, He would not execute judgement on that particular house.

There can be no deliverance without blood. The Israelites had to apply the blood of a lamb to their doorposts. If they didn’t, they would have suffered the same fate as the Egyptians, their first-born would have died. Even though this plague was specifically designed for the Egyptians, the Israelites were also included. Death of the first-born were to come to all in the land of Egypt. The Israelites are descendants of Abraham. God made a covenant with Abraham. Because of this covenant, the Jewish people were a special people. However, their special relationship did not exempt them from what was to come. They had to apply the blood of the Passover lamb. The only difference between the Egyptians and the Israelites were the application of an unblemished lamb’s blood.

The Passover was one of the Jewish feasts. This feast commemorated their redemption from Egyptian slavery. Blood was also needed to atone for the sins of the people. However, an innocent lamb had to be sacrificed each year. The blood of a created being can never be good enough as the whole of creation is affected by sin. 

Jesus came. He is the perfect Lamb of God. His sacrifice on the cross was enough, once and for all. He redeemed the whole world of their guilt caused by sin. He set people free from slavery to sin, just like the Israelites were freed from the yoke the Egyptians placed on them. Just like the Passover lamb was a substitute for the first-born, Jesus is a substitute for sinful-man. 

The blood on the doorposts were a physical sign. Our hearts have been washed clean by the Blood of Jesus. Spiritually, it is a sign showing that we have passed from death to life. Jesus sealed the new covenant with His own
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