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​About the Author: Jackie Bolen
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I taught English in South Korea for 10 years to mostly university students. I've taught every class under the sun! These days, I'm living and teaching on Vancouver Island, Canada.

I hold a Masters degree and I've completed the CELTA and DELTA teacher certification programs. You can find me here:

YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/jackiebolen

Instagram: www.instagram.com/jackie.bolen

Email: jb.business.online@gmail.com

ESL Speaking: www.eslspeaking.org

You might also be interested in these resources: Climate Change Dialogues in Intermediate English and The Big Book of Phrasal Verbs in Use. Both of them are by Jackie Bolen. You can find them wherever you like to buy books. 
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​Introduction to the Book 
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Welcome to this book designed to help you expand your knowledge and understanding of political and social revolutions around the world. This book is written for intermediate English learners. My goal is to help you speak and write more fluently. Plus, be able to understand more of what you hear and read. 

Let's face it, English can be difficult to master, even for the best students. In this book, you'll find English dialogues, vocabulary words and phrases that are ideal for intermediate level students. The best way to learn new vocabulary is in context.To get the most bang for your buck, be sure to do the following: 


−  Review frequently.

−  Try to use some of the phrases and expressions in real life. 

−  Don't be nervous about making mistakes. That's how you'll get better at English!

−  Consider studying with a friend so you can help each other stay motivated. 

−  Use a notebook and write down new words, idioms, or expressions, that you run across. Review frequently so that they stay fresh in your mind. 

−  Be sure to answer the questions at the end of each lesson. I recommend trying to do this from memory. No peeking!

−  I recommend doing one lesson a day. This will be more beneficial than finishing the entire book in a week or two. 
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​The American Revolution
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Emily: Hey Jake, I’m reading about the American Revolution. 

Jake: It was a big war between the American colonies and Britain. The colonies wanted independence.

Emily: They didn’t want to be ruled by a king anymore. They wanted their own government.

Jake: After they won, they created a constitution to set up laws and rights for the people.

Emily: That led to democracy, right? Where people choose their leaders?

Jake: Yes, the revolution helped spread democratic ideas to other countries, too.

Vocabulary

American Revolution: The war between the American colonies and Britain (1775–1783) that led to U.S. independence. 

independence: Freedom from control by another country. 

king: A male ruler of a country, often from a royal family. 

constitution: A set of laws that explains how a government works. 

democracy: A system of government where people vote for their leaders. 

––––––––
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Comprehension Questions

	What was the American Revolution about?

	Why did the American colonies want independence from Britain? 

	How did the American Revolution help spread democracy? 


Answers

	It was a war between the American colonies and Britain that led to U.S. independence.

	They wanted independence because they didn't to be ruled by a king and wanted their own government. 

	By showing that people could fight for their rights and create a government where they could choose their leaders. 


Discussion Questions 

	How do you think the American Revolution changed the world?

	Do you think democracy is the best form of government? 

	Is there a history of fighting for independence in your country?
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​The French Revolution
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Emma: I’m reading about the French Revolution. 

Jake: It completely changed France. The people were unhappy with the monarchy because the king and queen had too much power.

Emma: The people wanted equality and better rights. That’s why they created the Declaration of the Rights of Man.

Jake: The revolution became violent. Many people were executed with the guillotine.

Emma: Yes, the Reign of Terror was a dangerous time. People were afraid of being accused of being against the revolution.

Jake: In the end, France became a republic, and modern political ideas spread to other countries.

Vocabulary

French Revolution: A major political and social movement in France (1789–1799) that ended the monarchy. 

monarchy: A system of government ruled by a king or queen. 

equality: The idea that all people should have the same rights. 

guillotine: A machine used for executions during the revolution. 

Reign of Terror: A period when many people were executed for being against the revolution. 

Comprehension Questions 

	Why were people unhappy with the monarchy? 

	What was the purpose of the Declaration of the Rights of Man? 

	Why were people afraid during the Reign of Terror? 


Answers

	Because the king and queen had too much power, and the people wanted more rights and equality. 

	To establish basic rights and freedoms for all citizens, promoting equality and justice. 

	People were afraid because anyone could be accused, punished and killed. 


Discussion Questions

	Do you think a revolution is always necessary to create political change?

	How did the ideas of the French Revolution, such as equality and human rights, influence modern societies? 

	What are some examples of other revolutions in history that had a big impact on the world? 
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​The Haitian Revolution
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Emma: Did you know that Haiti was the first country to gain independence from European rule after a slave revolt?

Jake: I know about the American and French Revolutions, but I don’t know much about Haiti’s history.

Emma: It was called the Haitian Revolution. The enslaved people in Haiti fought against the French colonists.

Jake: How did they win?

Emma: Their leader, Toussaint Louverture, was a great general. He helped organize the fighters and used smart military tactics.

Jake: So, after they won, was Haiti fully free?

Emma: Yes! In 1804, Haiti declared its independence and became the first country in the Americas to permanently end slavery.

Vocabulary

slave: A person who is forced to work without pay and has no freedom. 

Haitian Revolution: A war from 1791 to 1804 where enslaved people in Haiti fought for freedom from French rule. 

enslaved: Being forced to work as a slave. 

general: A high-ranking military officer who leads an army.

Comprehension Questions 

	What is the Haitian Revolution? 

	Who was the leader of the Haitian Revolution, and what was his role? 

	What important achievement did Haiti accomplish in 1804? 


Answers

	It was a war from 1791 to 1804 where enslaved people in Haiti fought for freedom from French rule. 

	The leader of the Haitian Revolution was Toussaint Louverture. He was a general who helped organize the fighters and used military tactics to lead them to victory. 

	Haiti declared its independence and became the first country in the Americas to permanently end slavery. 


Discussion Questions 

	How do you think the Haitian Revolution influenced other independence movements in the Americas and around the world? 

	What do you think was the most important factor that led to the success of the Haitian Revolution? 

	How do you believe the Haitian Revolution impacted the lives of people in Haiti?
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​The Industrial Revolution 
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John: Have you ever studied the Industrial Revolution?

Emily: Yes. It started in the late 18th century in Britain. Factories began to grow, and people moved from the countryside to the cities to find work.

John: The invention of machines helped produce goods more quickly, which led to economic growth. But it also created poor working conditions.

Emily: It wasn’t just in Britain. The Industrial Revolution spread to other countries like the USA and Germany. It changed how people lived and worked all over the world.

John: The rise of capitalism meant that factory owners made a lot of money, while workers often lived in terrible conditions.

Vocabulary

Industrial Revolution: The period in the 18th and 19th centuries when new manufacturing processes and machines changed industries and economies. 

countryside: Rural areas, typically far from cities.

economic growth: The increase in the production and consumption of goods and services, leading to wealth and development in a country. 

capitalism: An economic system in which private individuals or businesses own the means of production and distribution of goods.

factories: Large buildings where goods are made using machines and labor. 

Comprehension Questions 

	What were some of the major changes brought about by the Industrial Revolution? 

	How did the Industrial Revolution affect workers' living and working conditions? 

	Which countries were influenced by the Industrial Revolution after it began in Britain? 


Answers

	It brought changes like the growth of factories, people moving to cities, and the invention of machines. 

	It created poor working conditions for many workers.

	The United States and Germany. 


Discussion Questions 

	How do you think the Industrial Revolution influenced modern technology and industries today? 

	What were some of the positive and negative effects of urbanization during the Industrial Revolution? 

	In what ways did the Industrial Revolution impact social classes and equality in society? 
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​The Latin American Wars of Independence
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Carlos: Have you ever studied the Latin American Wars of Independence?

Maria: I learned a little in history class. It was a time when many countries in Latin America fought to get rid of Spanish rule, right?

Carlos: Exactly. Countries like Mexico, Argentina, and Colombia all had revolutions. They wanted freedom and the chance to control their own governments.

Maria: What caused these wars?

Carlos: People were unhappy with the way Spain was controlling their land and resources. They wanted equality and better opportunities.

Maria: That makes sense. Did the wars last long?

Carlos: Some did. The wars started in the early 1800s and continued for almost 20 years. But in the end, most of the countries became independent.

Vocabulary

Spanish rule: The period during which Spain controlled many parts of Latin America, including their land, resources, and people. 

freedom: The state of being free, without being controlled or oppressed. 

Comprehension Questions 

	What were the main reasons people fought in the Wars of Independence?

	Which countries were involved in the wars?

	How long did the Wars of Independence last, and what was the outcome? 


Answers

	To get rid of Spanish rule, gain freedom, and have more equality and better opportunities.

	Mexico, Argentina, and Colombia, among others. 

	They lasted almost 20 years and resulted in most of the countries becoming independent. 


Discussion Questions 

	How do you think the Latin American Wars of Independence influenced other revolutions around the world?

	In what ways can the fight for independence in Latin America be compared to struggles for independence in other regions? 

	Do you think the leaders of the Latin American independence movements achieved all the goals they wanted?
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​The Russian Revolution 
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Alex: Have you ever studied the Russian Revolution of 1917? 

Maria: I know a little about it. It was a time when the people of Russia overthrew the monarchy and created a new government, right?

Alex: The Bolsheviks, led by Lenin, wanted to establish a system based on communism, where all property is shared equally.

Maria: That must have been a huge change. What happened after?

Alex: Russia became the Soviet Union, and communism spread to other countries. It changed the entire political system.

Maria: It sounds like it was a time of great upheaval.

Alex: There was a lot of conflict. Many people supported the revolution, but others were against it. The effects lasted for many years.

Vocabulary

overthrew: To remove or defeat a government or ruler, often by force. 

Bolsheviks: A group of revolutionary socialists in Russia who, led by Lenin, took power during the Russian Revolution. 

communism: A political and economic system where all property is shared by the people, and the government controls the economy. 

upheaval: A period of great change or disturbance.

Comprehension Questions 

	Who led the Bolsheviks during the Russian Revolution?

	What was the main goal of the Bolsheviks in the Russian Revolution? 

	How did the Russian Revolution affect Russia's political system after the overthrow of the monarchy? 


Answers

	The Bolsheviks were led by Lenin during the Russian Revolution.

	To establish a government based on communism. 

	Russia became the Soviet Union, and communism was established as the new political system. 


Discussion Questions 

	Are there any communist countries today?

	What were some of the positive and negative outcomes of the establishment of communism in Russia?

	Do you believe the Bolshevik approach to achieving change was effective?
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