
        
            
                
            
        

    
 

	FINDING YOUR CALLING

	“SIMPLIFIED”

	 

	By

	 

	EDWARD J. MURPHY

	 

	 


FINDING YOUR CALLING SIMPLIFIED

	© 2015 and 2025 by The Effectiveness Institute.

	10th Anniversary 2025 Edition, Revised and Updated.

	Volume 37, 2025 Edition

	10240 E Tillman Avenue, Mesa, AZ 85212, eMail.

	Published by The Effectiveness Institute

	BISAC: Business & Money / Careers / Job Searching / Resumes / LU: 2/25.

	ISBN-13: 9798224031443.

	 

	All rights reserved. No part of this ebook may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or any information storage and retrieval system, without the author's written permission, except where permitted by law.

	Smashwords Edition, License Notes:

	This ebook is licensed for your personal enjoyment only. This ebook may not be re-sold or given away to other people. If you would like to share this ebook with another person, please purchase an additional copy for each recipient. If you’re reading this ebook and did not purchase it, or it was not purchased for your use only, please return it to your favorite ebook retailer and purchase your copy. Thank you for respecting the hard work of this author.

	 

	Printed in The United States of America

	

	This book is available from Smashwords.com.

	 


WHAT OTHERS SAY ABOUT THIS BOOK
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	“I thought I could write a wonderful resume until I had your assistance in preparing a better resume to replace it. I thought I knew how to find a position with a company until you showed me 19 ways to do it. I thought I could handle almost any question until you showed me how wrong I was. I thought I did not need any job interview role-play exercises until you critiqued the results of my videotaped interview. Luck is when preparation meets opportunity. You prepared me and gave me the opportunity to prove my worth to a company. That means you are my luck.”  - Roy P., Bellevue, WA
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	“Ed was tremendously instrumental in directing and assisting the implementation of my career search. It was his dogged persistence, guidance, and genuine encouragement that kept me on track and led me to the successful position of receiving multiple offers from several companies. This was all done in 60 days. Ed was always available when I needed clarification of what I was doing, with recommendations and suggestions as to how to maximize my efforts.” -  Jim S. Rancho Santa Fe, CA

	[image: Chapter Divider]

	“I have appreciated your candor, inspiration, insight, and practical experience. I have found your goal identification exercises, negotiation skills, and personal growth strategies particularly useful, both personally and professionally. I would most heartily recommend your services as a personal coach to anyone who has high moral character, is intrinsically motivated, and has a desire to be the best they can be.” - Cliff J., Kansas City, MO

	 

	 


 

	 

	“I dedicate this book to all those I must leave behind who have the desire to be, do, and have more than they have today.”

	Never Stop Learning!
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INTRODUCTION

	This book is the revised and updated 2025 edition of FINDING YOUR CALLING SIMPLIFIED, which you’ll learn about in the next chapter.

	However, before we continue, it’s important to understand that this book is one of forty books that comprise a new Success Training Program.

	This program was created for you, regardless of your occupation, position, or level of authority, to help you achieve the effectiveness and success you deserve.

	The first ten volumes (see OTHER BOOKS) address these core competencies of your effectiveness and success in business:

	Followership, Delegating, Planning, Organizing, Communicating, Problem-Solving, Awareness, Training, Motivating, and Character-Building.

	The second ten volumes (see Other Books) provide a more detailed explanation of how to master these ten specific business skills. 

	Writing, Speaking, Team Building, Managing Risk, Coaching, Managing Projects, Managing Meetings, Achieving Goals, Making Decisions, and Building Consensus with a Team.

	I created this series to give you the essential best practices and critical success skills needed to rise above the crowd, be the best at whatever you do, and stand out rather than just fit in. 

	I’m Ed Murphy, the founder of The Effectiveness Institute. After graduating from West Point, I served 24 years as a US Army Officer during both Vietnam and Desert Storm, traveling all over the world.

	After the military, I spent the next 20+ years as an Executive Coach in Corporate America, working with hundreds of business executives, small business owners, and teams in Seattle, San Diego, Kansas City, and Phoenix.

	During my career, I was always searching for why some people are more effective and successful than others.  

	 

	As a result, I discovered that they were able to achieve extraordinary success by doing these three things:

	
		By consistently producing excellent results.

		By adding greater value to all those who helped them produce their results - especially their boss.

		By treating all those with whom they worked with respect and kindness, regardless of how they were treated.



	This SUCCESS TRAINING PROGRAM was created to help you do these three things better than anyone else.

	I created this Success Training Program based on all the best practices I’ve learned from the best and brightest people with whom I served over my 78 years on the planet. 

	 

	What makes this program so unique is that it:

	
		Gives you the most actionable best practices needed to consistently produce excellent results that you won’t find anywhere in academia or corporate America.  

		Teaches the most critical success skills used by the most effective people in their field, which you were never taught in school. 



	
		Provides step-by-step instructions for each best practice, explaining:



	
		What to do.

		How to do it.

		The tools needed to make it happen.



	No one else does that! Think about it!

	These are all simple things you can easily learn today and use tomorrow. 

	I know you'll enhance your value as you learn, use, and share what you learn here.

	Join us and discover why our readers come away saying,

	“I wish I knew this stuff years ago.”

	This program is my legacy, my small contribution to making a difference in the lives of all those I leave behind.

	Enjoy the book!

	

	

	Also, if this information could help someone else, please let them know. If it makes a difference in their life, they’ll be forever grateful to you, as will I.

	To your SUCCESS! 
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	Founder of The Effectiveness Institute

	

	

	Stop wishing you were better and do something about it today.
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1 
FINDING YOUR
CALLING SIMPLIFIED

	This book is the revised and updated 2025 edition of FINDING YOUR CALLING SIMPLIFIED, which explains how to discover your life’s work, the career you were meant to have.

	It’s the 37th volume in a forty-book series of a comprehensive Success Training Program (see OTHER BOOKS).

	Here, you’ll learn how to use the most actionable tactics, techniques, and tools to enhance your ability to discover the career you were meant to have. 

	Many people think that the career they start with will remain their career throughout their lives. 

	It’s been my experience that this is only true for most doctors and lawyers. 

	For the rest of us, we will change careers several times.

	For me, I’ve changed careers seven times so far, and I’m still kickin!

	So, relax! The good or bad news is that the career you start with will not be the career you end with.

	This book will help you find a new career where you can continue to make a difference, contribute to others, and get paid for your services.

	This is why I wrote this book! 

	I bring 21 years of experience as an Executive Coach, helping hundreds of people, from recent college graduates to CEOs, find meaningful employment. 

	I worked for four of the largest consulting, outplacement, and e-cruiting companies in America in Seattle, San Diego, Kansas City, and Phoenix.

	 

	This book is unique because it:

	
		Comes from my struggles finding employment and my clients' struggles over two decades. 

		Reveals the Truth about finding the calling you were meant to have.

		Provides several valuable assessments of your assets and liabilities.

		Helps you find your compelling reason and purpose for serving others.

		Teaches how to explore different careers to find what you’re seeking.

		Reveals how to test the waters to find your career direction.

		Includes all the things you want to know and the top things you didn't realize you needed to know.

		And much, much more!



	Everything in this book has worked for me and my clients, and I know they’ll work for you!

	Important Warnings

	Here are the most important warnings I have for those seeking a new career.

	 

	Warning 1: 
Don’t quit your job unless you have a guaranteed better job. If you quit, you lose two valuable things: Unemployment insurance and Severance.

	 

	Warning 2: 
Don’t fall into the trap of waiting until your unemployment insurance and severance runs out before starting your search. It could take at least one month for each $10,000 in the pay you seek before you find a new position, or longer. Always be looking for a better opportunity even after you become reemployed!

	 

	Warning 3: 
Don’t take your foot off the job search accelerator! Just because one opportunity looks great, don’t slow down your search. This great opportunity could disappear at the last minute, and you’ll be left with nothing, feeling demoralized. Don’t stop your search until the day after your first day at your new job.

	 

	Important Notes:

	To make this book more useful for and actionable by everyone in the workforce, it’s important to point out that I’ll be using the term “boss " throughout instead of leader, manager, or employer.  

	I do this because,

	We all work for a boss, whoever pays us for our work.

	Even if you’re self-employed or a small business owner, your boss is your customer, client, guest, or patient, whoever pays you for your services.  

	I’ll also use the terms “member” or “team member” instead of worker, employee, or associate to reinforce the power of teamwork.
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