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Chapter 1 Testing

In a Guardian hold hidden in Elsewhere, Sam and Felicia had all the tiny nekos who had killed Wilhelm or created by Wilhelm. Everything was being recorded. It was time to test the nekos to see what they were capable of. Psychological and psychiatric assessment were being done on the nekos.

It was the safest thing to do when they had requested to become Guardians. If they passed their assessments, they would become the first tiny nekos Guardians. There were regular sized nekos that were Guardians to be sure. But this was the first time tiny nekos wanted to become Guardians as well.

They had been in isolation for much of their lives due to Wilhelm’s possessiveness. But one tiny neko, his own son, had snuck out of the compound when he was much too young to be on his own. He was found by an elf who took care of him. She was the only mama that tiny neko had known and remembered. His own biological mother had died not too long before he had escaped.

Sam looked to Felicia. “Are you ready?”

She sighed. “Let’s get this over with.”

“Alright, everyone. You will get tested one at a time. The computer will ask you lots of questions. Just answer honestly. Please don’t skip any questions. Answer them all.”

The tiny nekos stared.

One spoke up, “What kind of test is this?”

Sam answered, “Two kinds. One is psychological and the other is psychiatric. We do understand why you killed Wilhelm, but we need to make sure no one is dangerous. We Guardians have a strict code. We don’t kill for the sake of killing. We kill in self defense. I hope that is clear.”

The tiny nekos nodded their heads.

“Okay, let’s begin.” He motioned for a neko.

One stepped forward and got inside the cubical. The others waited. They got restless. They frowned. They bit their lips. They pushed each other.

Felicia rolled her eyes. “Stop! You have to be patient. There is only one cubical and it takes time to go through all the questions.”

The nekos straightened up. Some sat down on the floor and waited. Some sighed. Others remained standing and changed positions every so often. After one came out of the cubical, Felicia would send them to another place to wait. Then she or Sam would motion for another neko to enter the cubical.

It took hours, but eventually every tiny neko had been evaluated. They were all waiting somewhere else now. Felicia sighed when the last one left the area.

“They were a handful.”

She smiled at him. “They are half cat. Cats are notorious for not wanting to wait on anyone.”

He chuckled. “But they got through their assessments without too much trouble. I think it could have gone worse.”

“Perhaps we just treat them better than Wilhelm did.”

“There’s no doubt about that.”

They looked over the data from the nekos. They blinked and looked at each other.

“Sam, these nekos have been abused and pushed too far.”

“I see that. It will take some time for them to heal up.”

“There’s evidence that many of them are suffering from post traumatic stress disorder. I hope that won’t be a problem.”

“Well, in the next area, they are being tested to see what kind of Guardians they would be.”

“Good. I know we’ve had many who were abused and had hard lives and they all made excellent Guardians. I just hope they will too.”

“We’ll find out soon enough.”

She nodded. She yawned. He raised an eyebrow at her.

“Don’t look at me like that. It’s bedtime for you too.”

He smiled.

“Well, I guess becoming vampires has improved part of our relationship.”

“You said it.”

“You were having a little trouble.”

“Yes, but you never complained.”

“I didn’t think I had any right with your age.”

He chuckled. “Let’s go to bed.”

She smiled at him. “I’m looking forward to this.”

“So am I.”


Chapter 2 Nightmares

It was dark. Silver Moon felt alone. She knew she was hunted. For being an elf. Yet, she was human as well. She knew that, but others didn’t seem to care. She looked all around her. She saw a large black wolf slowly approaching her. He growled at her.

She raised her left hand and pointed at him. She saw lightning shoot out from her index finger. The wolf bounced backwards. But others were coming. More large animals, vampires, and zombies approached her. She turned around. They were surrounding her cutting off any escape routes.

She raised her other hand. Using both hands she shot out more lightning. More pursuers flew backwards away from her. She breathed hard. She had never felt so scared. They were sneaking up behind her.

She reached inside and let all the light flow outward. She screamed and shook herself awake. Only to find herself in a strange room by herself. She heard people running towards her. She sat up in bed and just breathed.

“Mama!”

“Milady!”

Two tiny nekos and an elf were at her bed all with concern written plainly on their faces. Silver Moon blinked.

“Oh, it was just a nightmare.”

White Lion jumped on the bed and gave his mama a hug. She hugged him back. Claira Jaen blinked. Leon sighed. Silver Moon looked at Leon as White Lion let go of her. She blinked.

“Does anyone want breakfast?” asked Leon.

Silver Moon nodded. The tiny nekos both said yes at the same time. Leon went to the kitchen to fix everyone something to eat. The nekos followed shortly after with Silver Moon in tow.

Leon looked up from cooking. “Everyone just sit down. It will be ready in a few minutes.” He finished up and grabbed dishes.

He set the dishes and the food on the table. Soon they all ate. The nekos ate with a relish. Silver Moon ate slowly and didn’t look at anything. Leon watched her. The nekos finished eating. They rinsed their dishes in the sink and let them sit there. Soon they ran off to the terrace to watch the birds.

The two elves ate in silence. By the time they were done eating their eyes met. She gasped. He could match her on intensity. The two stared into each other’s eyes for several minutes before she looked away.

“Do you want to talk about your nightmares?”

“Um… I don’t know.”

“You keep having them.”

She looked down at the floor. “I know.”

“What do you dream about?”

“A large black wolf chasing me. Sometimes there’s vampires and zombies coming after me as well. There’s usually too many of them and I try to defend myself using magic.”

He sighed. “I know who the black wolf is.”

“Yeah. How could you not know?” She sighed. “Trouble is I thought I was in love with him and now I don’t know. I just look at him and wonder who he was. He made me believe we were going to get married and have a child together. But it never happened. I think he must have cast a love spell on me.”

“Really?”

“Yeah, it’s just weird. He’s not my type. He’s petty and such an alpha male. That’s not what I go for.”

He said nothing to that, even though he wondered what she did go for. He could see her fidgeting. He didn’t want her to feel so uncomfortable. “Well, they are just nightmares. They shouldn’t hurt you, but they could be trying to tell you something.”

She nodded. “I know, but I don’t understand them just yet.”

“You’re smart. I’m sure you’ll figure it out. If you need to talk, I’m here for you.”

She looked up at him and smiled. He took their dirty dishes to the sink and rinsed them. Then he grabbed the leftovers and put them away. She watched him. She bit her lip. She wasn’t sure what it was about him. He was so quiet, but that wasn’t a problem. She was used to being around cats and of course White Lion.

It was something else. Leon was showing her more consideration than Black Wolf ever had. Or even anyone else for that matter. Yet, he was attracted to her. She blinked. She knew he was probably afraid to mention that he had once picked up her and carried
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