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			Roald Dahl

			British writer

			
					Born in Wales in 1916

					Died in London in 1990

					Notable works:	Charlie and the Chocolate Factory (1964), novel

	The Witches (1983), novel

	Matilda (1988), novel




			

			Born in 1916 in Wales to Norwegian parents, Roald Dahl worked for an oil company in Africa before enrolling in the Royal Air Force during the Second World War. He first wrote short stories and novels for adult readers. After becoming a father, he tried his hand at children’s literature. Today, he is considered one of the most appreciated children’s author. His novels Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, Matilda and The Witches have been met with wide acclaim and several of his works have been adapted for the cinema.

			He died in 1990. Each year since then, the UK organizes a ‘Roald Dahl Day’ on 13th September, the author’s date of birth.

		


		
			Charlie and the Chocolate Factory

			Roald Dahl’s first success

			
					Genre: children’s novel

					Reference edition: Dahl, R. (2011) Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. New York: Penguin Classics. 

					First edition: 1964

					Themes: poverty, gluttony, fantastic, contest, vices

			

			Published in 1964, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory is a children’s novel and Roald Dahl’s first big success. This story, which sometimes seems like a fairy tale, tells of the adventures of Charlie Bucket, a young boy living in poverty, whose life takes a strange turn when he finds a golden ticket in a chocolate bar. Thanks to the ticket, he can meet the strange Mr. Wonka and visit his famous chocolate factory.

		


		
			Summary

			The golden ticket

			The young Charlie Bucket lives in a tiny house with his four grandparents and his parents. His father works in a toothpaste factory, but his meagre salary is barely enough to feed his family. The situation becomes even more worrying when he loses his job a few weeks later. Charlie had enough to eat, but “The one thing he longed for more than anything else was . . . CHOCOLATE.”(p. 3) Every year, for his birthday, he receives one chocolate bar, which he makes last a month. His sufferings are aggravated by the proximity of the enormous Wonka chocolate factory, which wafts chocolate scents into the air, and which Charlie dreams of entering, although its access is strictly forbidden.

			In the evening, the young boy listens to the stories of his grandparents, who adore him. One day, they tell him that Mr. Wonka is a chocolate genius. He exports his chocolate all over the world, supplies kings and has invented, for example, caramel that changes color every ten seconds. They also mention the strange employees who work there, that nobody ever sees coming in or out of the factory. Indeed, a long time ago, fearing the spies who had infiltrated his workers, Mr. Wonka had closed his factory and disappeared. Then, he had come back and opened it again. The factory has now been operating for ten years, but its doors always stay closed.

			However, one evening, Charlie’s father comes home with a newspaper in his hands, on which the following title is printed in large letters: “WONKA FACTORY TO BE OPENED AT LAST TO LUCKY FEW” (p. 10). Indeed, Mr. Wonka announces that he will welcome into his factory the five lucky people who find a golden ticket in one of his chocolate bars, which are sold over the whole world. He will introduce them to his secrets and will give them “enough chocolates and sweets to last them for the rest of their lives” (p. 11). Charlie is celebrating his birthday the following week and wishes more than anything to receive a golden ticket, but the chances are very small.

			When the important day arrives, Charlie unwraps his chocolate bar before his anxious family, who nevertheless warns him that his chances of finding a ticket are ridiculously small. Their hopes are indeed dashed. However, Charlie decides to share his chocolate bar with them all.

			The five lucky finders

			The entire world fights over Wonka bars, and soon, the picture of the first winner appears in the newspapers: he is a disgusting, overweight boy whose name is Augustus Gloop. A few days later, the second winner is revealed: Veruca Salt, a young girl, capricious and spoilt by her father, who bought hundreds of thousands of chocolate bars.

			Two other tickets are found, therefore triggering mass hysteria. The first one belongs to Violet Beauregarde, a vain young girl who chews chewing-gum all the time, and the second one to Mike Teavee, who spends his time watching violent movies. Charlie’s family is disgusted once more by the stupidity of the winners. There is only one more ticket to find.

			A harsh winter arrives and Charlie’s family is very hungry. One night, the boy finds a fifty pence piece in the snow. He decides to buy a chocolate bar, which he eats on the spot, then buys another one, in which he finds the last golden ticket, in front of the astonished shopkeeper. People start gathering around Charlie and several people offer big sums of money to buy his ticket, but Charlie chooses to keep it. 

			At home, happiness reaches a whole new level and Grandpa Joe, who hasn’t left his bed in twenty years, jumps up and down. A message from Mr. Wonka accompanies the ticket, in which he promises the winner delicious food till the end of his days. The visit of the factory is to take place the following day. Overjoyed, Grandpa Joe is chosen to accompany Charlie, who is allowed to bring one member of his family. The tiny house is bombarded with journalists.

			The visit to the factory

			The next day, a crowd is gathering in front of the chocolate factory, anxious to see the little winners. Charlie is noticed because of how thin he is and the fact that he doesn’t have a coat. Then Mr. Wonka, who looks like “a squirrel in the quickness of his movements, like a quick clever old squirrel from the park” (p. 30), opens the heavy doors and warmly welcomes the children, who are each accompanied by one of their parents. They enter a maze of corridors and finally arrive in the chocolate room.

			In the middle of the room, a chocolate river flows, bordered with luscious vegetation made of mint sugar. Strange little men watch the visitors. Mr. Wonka introduces them as the Oompa-Loompas. Mr. Wonka brought their tribe back from Loompaland, where they were starving and constantly looking for coco beans, which they are very fond of. Used to getting everything she wants, Veruca Salt immediately demands an Oompa-Loompa from her father, while Augustus Gloop starts drinking directly from the chocolate river. But suddenly, he gets caught in one of the big pipes which plunge into the river, to his mother’s despair. Amused, Mr. Wonka promises that nothing will happen to him. However, at the end of the story, we will see that he is changed, because his stay in the pipe has made him thinner. The tiny men, who spend their time joking together, start singing a song in which they make fun of Augustus Gloop and his greediness.

			Mr. Wonka and the children board his personal yacht, made of pink sweets. Guessing that Charlie and his grandfather are starving, he offers them a cup of chocolate from the river.

			They arrive in the inventing room, the temple of chocolate. There, they discover, for instance, an everlasting gobstopper and a Hair Toffee. At the center of the room stands a machine which hands out chewing gum in every kind of color. Mr. Wonka has just invented
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