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    Francis Scott Fitzgerald was an American writer most famous for his touching and often tragic depictions of the Jazz Age. After attending a boys’ school in Minnesota, Fitzgerald found his way to Princeton, where he became occupied with attaining social status. He spent time writing about the spirit of America, interested in both its romance and its vulgarity. Ultimately, Fitzgerald left Princeton to fight in the First World War.


    In 1920, Fitzgerald published This Side of Paradise, a semi-autobiographical novel that made him famous on the literary scene. Fitzgerald moved with his family to France, joining a group of American literary and artistic expatriates that had become disillusioned with their country. This group, which included Ernest Hemingway (American novelist, 1899-1961) and Gertrude Stein (American novelist, 1974-1946), became known as the Lost Generation. In 1925, Fitzgerald published his most famous novel, The Great Gatsby, which stood as a testament to the futility of the American dream.
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    This Side of Paradise stands as the debut novel which propelled F. Scott Fitzgerald to fame. It follows Amory Blaine, a protagonist with unmistakable similarities to Fitzgerald himself. The reader follows Amory through his youth and adolescence to young adulthood.


    The story is constructed as a series of sometimes unrelated episodes, giving it an almost diary-like feeling. Fitzgerald describes Amory’s romantic interactions with various women, his relationships with friends, and most of all, his musings on society. Amory, often described in the novel as an “egotist,” constantly tries to reduce life and society to types and platitudes. However, he ultimately realises that these platitudes fall short of comprehending the world.


    The novel is part of the movement of the Lost Generation, a collection of writers who showcased a world of futility and disillusionment in the wake of the First World War. It paved the way for Fitzgerald’s later works, including The Great Gatsby, as well as the works of his contemporaries, such as Ernest Hemingway.

  


  
    SUMMARY


    SCHOOL DAYS


    The first section of the novel is entitled, “The Romantic Egotist.” It describes Amory Blaine’s early life and upbringing. Amory spent most of his childhood travelling with his mother, an eccentric socialite prone to nervous breakdowns. Amory is precocious and proud, born and bred with an innate air of superiority. His father is mostly absent from his life and his mother is self-absorbed. The distance in their relationship is evidenced by the fact that he calls her by her first name.


    At the age of 15, Amory begins attending the prestigious St Regis prep school in New England. Amory struggles to gain popularity at school, but his spoiled and egotistical personality leaves him an outcast. Nevertheless, he receives a fair amount of female attention. He has his first kiss with a girl named Myra. Still, he gains a somewhat greater level of social acceptance as the years go on. He befriends Rahill, the president of the school sixth form, and the two discuss the philosophy of social interactions.


    During these years, Amory also begins communicating with his mother’s friend, Monsignor Darcy. The Monsignor takes on a fatherly role towards Amory, seeing much of himself in the boy. The Monsignor advises Amory on various matters, but Amory remains headstrong, youthful, and self-centred.


    DAYS AT PRINCETON


    After prep school, Amory attends Princeton University. His social climbing efforts continue in full force, and he is more successful at securing status than he had been during prep school. His friends include Kerry Holiday, Burne Holiday and Tom D’Invilliers. Amory and his friends attend parties, pull pranks and converse about life. They often obsess over the hierarchy of society and how to excel within it.


    Amory also spends significant time writing poetry, which is included intermittently throughout the novel. During this time, Amory also strikes up a meaningful romance with a girl he knew from his childhood, Isabelle Borgé. His friends have conspired to set the two up and their romance seems inevitable. Amory writes poetry for her and believes he loves her. However, the long distance as well as their parallel egotistical personalities leads to an ultimate breakdown in their relationship. Having neglected his schoolwork, Amory then becomes ineligible for several Princeton clubs, which strikes a devastating blow to his social aspirations.


    Amory confronts the death of his father, as well as the death of his friend, Dick Humbird, whose ghost he sees during a hallucination. When the entire junior class of Princeton resigns from their clubs, Amory looks for meaning in another area of life. He briefly falls in love with his distant cousin Clara, a beautiful widow. However, she rejects him, choosing to devote her life to motherhood.


    The beginning of World War I hangs in the background of Amory’s Princeton life; however, as of yet it does not have much bearing on the students’ daily lives. Yet in May 1917, Amory is conscripted and goes off to fight.


    THE EDUCATION OF A PERSONAGE


    The novel glosses over Amory’s years in the war, and the depiction of this period of his life consists primarily of a letter Monsignor Darcy writes for Amory. After the war, Amory moves to New York City with his friends Tom and Alec. This begins the second section of the novel, entitled “The Education of a Personage”. In this section, we occasionally see things from the perspective of Rosalind, Alec’s sister. Rosalind is a beautiful and smart but vain socialite. She and Amory fall madly in love and even discuss marriage. It seems that Rosalind might feel more for Amory than her multitude of other suitors. However, she tragically breaks his heart in favour of a wealthier man.


    Devastated by the breakup, Amory does not know where to find meaning in life. Disillusioned by everything, he starts drinking excessively. He quits his job and begins to find everything in his life useless. After he and his friends lose their apartment, he goes to visit the home of a distant uncle. There, he begins a romance with a girl named Eleanor. They both know that the relationship cannot last, but still find pleasure and meaning in it.


    Amory continues his somewhat aimless existence. He meets Alec in Atlantic City, where he takes the fall for his friend’s scandalous encounter with a prostitute. He also discovers that Monsignor Darcy has passed away. One day when visiting Princeton, Amory meets two men in a car. They offer him a lift and end up discussing politics; Amory dabbles in socialist ideals. He also discovers that one of the men is the father of a friend of his from Princeton who had been killed in the war.


    The novel ends on this unresolved note with no real conclusion. It ends with Amory’s famous saying “I know myself…but that is all” (Part2; Chapter5).

  


  
    CHARACTER STUDY


    AMORY BLAINE


    Amory Blaine is the work’s protagonist, and we experience the majority of the story through the lens of his mind. Many have remarked on Amory’s possible similarities to Fitzgerald himself and naturally compare Amory’s experiences at Princeton to those of Fitzgerald. Because of the novel’s episodic, diary-like construction, we can safely assume that Amory is, to a certain extent, a semi-autobiographical character.


    When first introduced, Amory is described as “an auburn-haired boy, with great, handsome eyes which he would grow up to in time, a facile imaginative mind and a taste for fancy dress” (Part1; Chapter1). Amory’s handsomeness is a key characteristic as it both feeds his rampant ego and ensures his constant female attention. Still, Amory’s most striking characteristic is his egotism. Fitzgerald regularly refers to Amory in chapter headings as “the egotist.”


    At the start of his journey, Amory believes he is more intelligent and cultured than his peers. His air of superiority often hinders his efforts to social climb. He believes himself wise, which often leads him to typify or categorise people and reduce them to labels. For example, he dwells on the distinctions between terms such as “slicker” vs. “big man” “personality” vs. “personage” and others. All his definitions and distinctions are designed to make him feel superior.


    However, over the course of the novel, Amory faces failures and tragedies. He goes to war, loses friends to that war, his parents pass away, and his heart is tragically broken. After the loss of two of the most important people in his life, his love, Rosalind, and his mentor, Monsignor Darcy, Amory becomes depressed. He realises the fruitlessness of “his habit of taking refuge in platitudes and prejudices and sentimentalisms” (Part2; Chapter5).


    MONSIGNOR DARCY


    Monsignor Darcy is an old friend of Amory’s mother, Beatrice. Beatrice sends Amory to meet the Monsignor at a young age in order to give him guidance. Critics agree that Monsignor Darcy is partially based on Sigourney Fay, Fitzgerald’s own spiritual mentor.


    Monsignor is described as “bustling—a trifle too stout for symmetry, with hair the color of spun gold, and a brilliant, enveloping personality.” He is brilliant and accomplished. In his youth he had been “violently anti-catholic” but had experienced a stark conversion. Fitzgerald concludes his initial description of the Monsignor by telling us that he is “intensely ritualistic, startlingly dramatic, loved the idea of God enough to be a celibate, and rather liked his neighbor” (Part1; Chapter1).


    The Monsignor continues to mentor Amory throughout the novel. He serves as a moral compass to which Amory constantly returns. The depth of the relationship between Amory and the Monsignor is displayed when the Monsignor writes him a poem when he goes off to war, entitled, “A Lament for a Foster Son, and He going to the War Against the King of Foreign” (Interlude).


    In many ways, the Monsignor is a surrogate father for Amory. At the end of the novel when Amory discovers that the Monsignor has passed away, he feels the loss of that moral compass. For that reason, the novel ends on a note of uncertainty, with Amory unsure of where to go, what to do, and what to believe in.


    ROSALIND CONNAGE


    Rosalind is introduced as the sister of Amory’s Princeton friend, Alec. Rosalind is a beautiful debutante. She is introduced with the statement that “Rosalind is—utterly Rosalind. She is one of those girls who need never make the slightest effort to have men fall in love with them” (Part2; Chapter1). It is often remarked that she treats men badly and Fitzgerald presents her as something of a tease. She often garners romantic interest from various men, but never gives them too much of her time.


    Fitzgerald continues his description by noting that “she is quite unprincipled; her philosophy is carpe diem for herself and laissez faire for others. She loves shocking stories… She wants people to like her, but if they do not it never worries her or changes her. She is by no means a model character” (Part2; Chapter1).


    Despite her cavalier encounters with various men, Rosalind and Amory genuinely fall for each other. They plan to get married. However, Rosalind ultimately, and perhaps inevitably breaks Amory’s heart and marries a wealthier man.


    Critics believe that Rosalind is partially based on Fitzgerald’s own love, Zelda Sayre. Zelda also hesitated to marry Fitzgerald because of his financial prospects, but the two ultimately wed after the breakout success of This Side of
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