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  Owls are adapted perfectly to night life. The numerous light-sensitive cells in the retina of their eye allow them to see in the dark. Unlike most birds, their eyes are positioned on the front – rather than the side – of the head, which helps them to assess distances and to be successful at hunting. Their inability to move their eyes in the sockets is compensated by their ability to rotate their head round 270 degrees. Owls also have excellent hearing, helped by their facial feathers, which direct sound into their ears. They fly silently, aided by their soft plumage and the serrated edges of the flight feathers, which smooth the flow of air during flight. Being able to fly silently is very helpful to owls when hunting, as they can surprise their prey. Most owls hunt small rodents, amphibians and reptiles; smaller species of owl also hunt insects on the ground; the large Eagle Owl (Bubo bubo) can capture hedgehogs, rabbits and even young deer.
Due to their nocturnal lifestyle and mysterious-sounding calls, which may be frightening to some people, owls were feared by many. In fact, they are no danger to people, so the superstitions that persist in some places are completely unfounded. Many owls are poisoned by pesticides, particularly rodenticides, which have been consumed by rats that they feed on. Owls should not be chased. Quite the opposite: they can be enticed to come closer to man by providing them with nestboxes. They will catch mice, rats and voles during the nesting season, and remove some of these pests from the surroundings of houses.
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  (Otus scops) is a small owl that lives mainly in the warmer regions of Europe. In Slovenia it is found near the coast, where its distinctive call can be heard during the summer holidays. During the day, huddled beside a tree trunk, it hides from view just by being still. Its grey-brown plumage blends in perfectly with the colours of the bark.
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  (Athene noctua) is active during the day, which is when you may see it in flight. It hunts small rodents, reptiles and insects, and also feeds on earthworms. Contrary to the popular Slovenian folk song, the Little Owl is not the owl’s spouse, but one of the species of owl that lives in Slovenia. It can be found in open countryside, with scattered trees. It also lives in orchards with old varieties of fruit trees. It is not afraid of the proximity of people, which is why it often chooses to live in and around villages, where it can hunt for food in the local gardens during the night.
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  (Asio otus) mainly hunts rodents and small birds. In wintertime they usually roost in daytime in coniferous trees, from where they set off to hunt during the night. They live in light woodland and fields, and breed in old crows’ nests.
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  (Bubo bubo) is as big as the golden eagle. It hunts in a very diverse environment and nests on ledges on rocky cliffs. It is very shy, so it is much harder to observe than most other birds. The Eagle Owl is one of the most endangered species in Europe. It is threatened by power lines which kill a lot of birds in flight. The Eagle Owl hunts from a lookout, sometimes from electricity poles. If its wings touch two wires, it is electrocuted. It is also threatened by rock climbers on the cliffs where it nests.
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