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            OF STONES UNTURNED

          

        

      

    

    
      I understand that there are people who are skeptical of the fields of cryptozoology, the paranormal, and Fortean phenomena. I am able to very easily put my personal bias aside in order to objectively analyze evidence to discover what the truth is, whether it proves or disproves a claim.

      It is everyone's right to have a skeptical mindset which should be encouraged especially with phenomena such as these.

      I am attempting to gather true evidence to either prove or disprove and to have you make up your own mind based on that presented evidence.

      I never claim to definitively know the answers to things like this. As an investigator of these “anomalous phenomena,” I collect evidence, analyze data, match up similarities to make correlations, note inconsistencies and address them, and present my findings. As a researcher and writer, I objectively study these phenomena without an agenda to push. I do not know nor do I pretend to know the answers to these questions. As a researcher, it is my duty to present the evidence I find and the correlations that I see and allow the reader to decide for themselves based on the objective evidence given.

      The Dover Demon is a case within the field of cryptozoology that has been remembered for its bizarreness as much as its brevity. Thankfully Loren Coleman, known as the modern master of cryptozoology, was involved firsthand in investigating and interviewing the eyewitnesses, having written extensively about the encounters and even coined the term “Dover Demon” itself.

      On the night of April 21, 1977, at around 10:30 p.m., 17-year-old William Bartlett was driving himself and two peers down Farm Street in Dover, Massachusetts. Upon the top of the broken stone wall they were driving alongside, Bartlett saw a strange being crawling across. An hour later, the same or similar creature was sighted by 15-year-old John Baxter and 13-year-old Pete Mitchell on their walk home. Nearly 24 hours later 15-year-old Abby Brabham and her boyfriend were driving home when she encountered the creature on Springdale Avenue.

      To this day the Dover Demon case persists as one of the most credible yet unexplainable cases in cryptozoology, remembered as being a brief blip on the Fortean radar, but what if that wasn’t the end of the encounters with such a creature? Since then, throughout wildwoods of North America, there have been other sightings of pale humanoid creatures with large ovoid heads, reflective, illuminating eyes, and gaunt bodies with spindly limbs with bizarre movements and behaviors.
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        An interpretation of the Bartlett encounter as illustrated by artist and investigator Vincent Richardson.
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        The original sketches done by the eyewitnesses of the Dover Demon. (Above: Sketches by John Baxter and Bill Bartlett. Below: Sketch by Abby Brabham)
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      Not to be confused with the less credible and far less sighted Fresno Nightcrawlers, Pale Crawlers are gaunt, humanoid cryptids that have been sporadically sighted across the United States and Canada, generally within forested environments. Eyewitnesses typically report seeing a creature 3 - 6 ft. in height, either standing upright or moving on all fours with ease, with round heads, and pale or flesh-colored skin.
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      “Pale Crawler,” or simply a “Crawler,” is a relatively new nomenclature that has been assigned to this phenomenon by investigators, cryptozoologists, and even witnesses themselves at least as early as 2018. The first usage of the name in this context is relatively difficult to pin down though the term has gained significant popularity since 2020.

      While it’s evident that Crawlers appear similar in description to Grey aliens, the resemblance is only superficial. Most of the more credible encounters lack to mention anything supernatural such as lights or UFOs so there's nothing to compare them to anything extraterrestrial quite yet. In fact, they’re mostly described as entirely white or even a pinkish peach color as seen in the Dover Demon and a small handful of others.
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        A possible Crawler captured on a game camera by a couple in rural Texas in June of 2018.

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            THE CRAWLER DISTINCTION

          

        

      

    

    
      The world of cryptozoology is both a fantastic and ultimately a very curious place. All too often enthusiasts and researchers (such as Nate Brislin and myself) find ourselves at the mercy of what I often refer to as a “branch off”— that is, one cryptid is often labeled as another. Such is the case with these mysterious beings we so affectionately call Pale Crawlers. With their distinctly humanoid form, pale skin, and sometimes less than civilized behavior, these beings are many times referred to as Skinwalkers (Yee Naaldlooshii) and even Wendigo. Though it’s easy to see where the mistakes are being made, neither of these things has much to do with these pale humanoids. Firstly, the Yee Naaldlooshii are more than mere primordial humanoids running about in the forests of this country. To the Navajo they were much more; they were entities to be feared. The mere mention of the name causes panic and widespread hysteria. These shamans or practitioners of what is known as “The Witchery way” bear little to no resemblance.

      On the other end of this spectrum, we have the Wendigo or, as it is sometimes called, the Wettiko; a malevolent spirit that looms in the darkened corners of the great woods of the north watching and waiting for a human to dare to break the strict cultural taboos of their tribes' spiritual beliefs. Seen as a curse or even a possession, all semblance of humanity is stripped from the poor soul who finds himself at the mercy of a Wendigo possession. While the original depictions of the Wendigo do indeed describe them as pale, skinnier beings, the similarities between the Wendigo and Crawlers end there. After all, I’ve not heard any stories in which these pale beings are known to stalk their prey at every turn or taunt them with the terror that they and their families are next on the dinner menu.

      With so much hard work and research at our disposal, I am both honored and privileged to write this for Nate. I’ve had the privilege of watching and sometimes assisting as Nate worked hard and persevered to bring you this book. I’m sure as you, the reader, delve into the information given to you here, you’ll run into little snippets of bites that contain information about both the Yee Naaldlooshii and Wendigo. So with that, tie that rope around your waist, get your thinking caps on, and prepare to deep dive into the history and encounters with these pale, humanoid creatures. It’s a deep and illustrious rabbit hole.

      I’ll see you on the other side.

      
        
        Ryan Tremblay

        Host of Monster Radio
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            “TIM” (ALIAS)
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        Initial statement

      

      

      “First of all I only added this awful drawing because it shows how the legs appeared. It's hard to draw a picture well when some details are lacking. Specifics on hands, mouth, and nose. I'm actually an artist. With paint. You'd never know it from this though. Anyway, the picture is only so you can see a better illustration of how it sort of looked.

      It was a cool fall night in 1979 and my husband went with his parents to a church function. The kids all played outside while the parents did whatever it was they were doing in the social hall. My husband---I'll call him Tim for this account--had stayed outside after the other kids he was with went in to get a drink. Directly next to the church is the church cemetery. It's not huge, but some of the graves are very old. Within the cemetery, there are quite a few tall, full spruce trees that have probably been there for many, many years.

      Tim heard some loud crashing noises from one of the trees nearby. He looked up in the tree and saw a set of eyeshine. It was almost like when a car pulls in a lot and the headlights shine. They were shining green, and in hindsight, he compares it to when the Predator was up in the tree. As he saw it, it jumped out of the tree and hit the ground, and paused. It looked back at him for a split second. It was a full, bright moon, and once it got out of the tree he could see it better on the ground. When it took off, he'd never seen anything like it. It went about 300 yards in several seconds in a curved pattern. The field is probably a half-mile long. After about 300 yards he lost sight of it.

      It was about 7 ft. tall. The body was extremely skinny. Everything on it was skinny except for its head which resembled the head of ET. Large eyes that shone green. The strangest part was the backward bent legs. It's something you can't forget or mistake. They were bent back at a severe angle to the body, then sharply came back to the front. It had long feet. In the moment that it made eye contact with Tim, it paralyzed him with fear. He was so scared that he ran inside and told his dad--crying the entire time. His dad just laughed at him and surely thought he was just making it up.

      The area this happened in is very rural and spooky. There is a big cave system behind the church that the boys would try to explore as kids. This was at Seven Dolors Catholic Church in Clearville, PA. Tim is a skeptic of anything paranormal or unexplained. He has to have proof to believe in things. He swears on his life that he saw this creature. It absolutely wasn't some kind of animal or bird. To this day when we go out to the church cemetery I glance up at the trees and wonder what exactly he saw that night many years ago. We think it must've been some kind of alien. There really is no other explanation. It was something not of this world.”
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        Original sketch based on the eyewitness’s description.
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        Updated sketch based on the eyewitness’s description.
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            KIMBERLY ASHLEY
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        Initial statement

      

      

      “My friend and I were driving around the back roads of Ballard County in Western KY. It was about 2 a.m. I was driving and turned onto a gravel farm road. As I did I caught sight of something white and vaguely human crawling in the ditch. As we passed I hit the brakes thinking it was a person who needed help. "Are you crazy?! Don't f--king stop!" Blake* screamed. (*Name changed for privacy)

      I looked in the mirror and saw that it was standing up. Even though it was still in the ditch it was as tall as the stop sign next to it. It took a step towards us and I hit the gas. As we drove away I saw in the mirror that it dropped to all fours and was crawling after us. I didn't start pulling away from it til I got up to about 40 mph. No matter how close I was to it I never got a good look at it. It was fuzzy like it was constantly out of focus. I'm not sure why but something about it makes me think of it as male. Maybe the height? When it crawled it moved like a lizard-hands and feet flat on the ground, elbows and knees up and out, body wiggling side to side.

      This happened when I was around 22. I'm 40 now and have never seen that thing again. I've taken many a midnight cruise along those narrow roads but I've never had the nerve to go near that particular farm road again. Call me a chicken... I'll cluck happily.

      
        
          [image: ]
        

        Sketch provided by the eyewitness.

      

       

      
        
        Follow up dialogue

      

      

      NB: Would you be able to describe what you saw in more detail?

      KA: Its mouth wasn't that obvious until I saw it in the road... then it seemed to be grinning or maybe panting? The eyes were never more than a blur, it was determined to have a chat though... It chased us for a quarter mile and kept up until I passed 40 mph. At first, I wasn't sure what I'd seen and hit the brakes. I thought my friend was gonna have a coronary yelling at me to keep going... Of course, it was on his side so I don't blame him.

      NB: How close do you think it got?

      KA: From the passenger rear tire maybe 3 - 4 ft. It was RIGHT THERE behind the sign when I made the turn and it was a one-lane gravel farm road. My friend could have reached out and slapped the sign. I pulled away from it and lost sight in the rearview. The thing that really sticks out to me is the way it moved: like a lizard. It was standing on two legs in the ditch when we came up on it but when it started chasing it dropped to all fours. It was really skinny. It had spindly arms and legs and its hands and feet were turned out with elbows and knees up in the air. The hands and feet were about twice the length of a normal person’s but that's just an impression. I don't remember details about them other than their size.

      NB: Do you recall any skin texture or anything?

      KA: It seemed smooth... Very reflective. It glowed white in the headlights and red in the tail lights.

      NB: Its eyes and mouth didn’t shine or reflect?

      KA: No animal eyeshine from the eyes. They were significantly darker than the surrounding tissue. The edges weren't crisp; like it was just a little bit out of focus no matter how close. I don't think it made any noise. My friend never mentioned it and he's the one who would have heard it. I could hear it dislodging gravel as it came out of the ditch, so it had some weight even with being so skinny. I've seen and heard a lot of weird sh-t in the bottoms around home but that's the closest sighting I've ever had. Everything else was either just sounds or moving so fast that I never got a good look.

      NB: Do you have any theories about what you saw in terms of what it could be?

      KA: There's always been talk about weird "animals" all around the state. Of course, I'm more familiar with things in western KY where I grew up. My granddaddy told me about what's referred to in my family as the “Chalk Hill Booger.” His grandfather was walking a mule back to the barn pulling a wagon loaded with tobacco. It was after dark and he didn't have any light, just going up the road by moonlight. Something black dropped out of the trees onto his mule and started eating it. He ran and when he got back with a light and a gun the mule was dead and half eaten laying in the road in front of the wagon still in the harness. I was always told that there used to be big black cats around there but I have no idea if that's true.

      For a long time, my dad wouldn't walk down to the bottoms without a rifle. He went one morning before dawn to get in a deer stand while it was foggy. He said he was stalked by a pack of large “somethings” like big coyotes. He said they kept running at him out of the fog one after the other and did that until the fog lifted after sunrise. He stayed around the base of the stand after he got up in it. I don't know if you have any experience with coyotes but they generally won't come near people, not unless they're starving or rabid. He didn't have to shoot at them as they never got within striking distance but the gun goes with him if he's out in the dark and dad's no chicken. If he gets the gun then you know it's serious.
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            JULIE S.
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        Initial statement

      

      

      “I went to a University in Pennsylvania outside of Philadelphia. I will leave it up to you what one you think it is. It was a Catholic university so I never expected to see anything odd there ever of the paranormal sort.

      This university had woods near it and a good amount to boot and two cemeteries near it, one being close to campus and one across the parking lot from the cafeteria. The one close to campus is important to the story as a nearby landmark. The second would be the road nearby that leads to a gate. This road is important to the second sighting.

      The first time I saw this was on Legion Road. There is a small fenced-in area with a small building. I saw something gray at first that looked like a rock or stump. Even though I was in the car, I could see it looked like something sitting on the ground with its back to me. If you had Gollum from ‘Lord of the Rings’ sit on the ground with his legs pulled against his chest this is what it looked like to me.

      The second event happened at night while on a ghost hunt the school had. We went outside and I remember it being windy and cold. We left from the back entrance to the main building and walked to a spot near a landscaped area with a trellis. We talked about where to go and started walking. The one cemetery mentioned before as a landmark is to the left of this spot across a road. I remember us going right from where we stood toward the road that led to the gate. It was in front of us. I saw this gray humanoid-looking creature run parallel to us and go down near the road before I lost sight of it. It was night so I know it was gray but what shade honestly I am not sure I would say slate gray. Size would be about 4 ft. tall, perhaps it was hunched a little while walking so this is an estimate. I looked far and wide for anything similar to this after the event happened and found nothing.”

      
        
          [image: ]
        

        Eyewitness sketches provided by Ms. S.

      

      

      
        
        Follow up dialogue

      

      

      JS: First sighting happened about 8 a.m. timeframe at least the morning before noontime. Sunny with good visibility. 2nd sighting [was between] 6 - 8 p.m. dark night with high wind. I wasn't blind in the dark at the time and you could make out general shapes of things. This creature was lighter gray compared to the first one. That made it a little easier to see.
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NAME OF EYEWITNESS Julie S.

DATE/TIME OF SIGHTING Oct. 20, 2011, around 7-8 p.m.

LOCATION OF SIGHTING “Catholic University” outside of
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

CIRCUMSTANCES PRIOR TO Driving.
SIGHTING

NOTABLE SIGHTING DETAILS | Legs pulled against chest.
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NAME OF EYEWITNESS Kimberly Ashley

DATE/TIME OF SIGHTING Around June 2001 at approx. 2:00 a.m.

LOCATION OF SIGHTING Ballard County, Western Kentucky.

CIRCUMSTANCES PRIOR TO Driving at night.
SIGHTING

NOTABLE SIGHTING DETAILS | Recorded speed of approx 40 mph.
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NAME OF EYEWITNESS “Tim” (alias)

DATE/TIME OF SIGHTING Fall, 1979. Nighttime.

LOCATION OF SIGHTING Clearville, PA.

CIRCUMSTANCES PRIOR TO Playing outside during a church
SIGHTING function.

NOTABLE SIGHTING DETAILS | Green eyeshine and long legs.
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