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The burning bush experience
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The encounter of Moses with the burning bush (Exodus 3–4) is one of the most defining moments in Scripture, not because of the phenomenon itself, but because of what it represents: a life interrupted by divine fire, transformed by divine calling, and redirected into divine purpose.

For believers today, the “burning bush experience” is more than a historical event. It is a spiritual pattern. It is an encounter with God that reorders identity, clarifies calling, and ignites endurance for life’s mission. Without such encounters, faith often becomes intellectual rather than transformative; with them, faith becomes living fire.

Moses was not in a temple or in a moment of spiritual preparation when God appeared to him. He was tending sheep in the wilderness, doing ordinary, repetitive work after years of obscurity. That detail matters. The burning bush shows that God often breaks into human lives in unexpected places. The key issue is not where Moses was, but that he was attentive enough to turn aside and notice something unusual.

Many believers miss their “burning bush moment” because they are spiritually distracted or resigned to routine. Yet Scripture repeatedly shows that God reveals Himself to those who are willing to pause and look deeper. A burning bush experience begins with holy interruption, when God disrupts normality to draw attention to eternity.

What made the bush remarkable was not just that it burned, but that it did not burn up. This reveals a profound spiritual truth: God’s presence purifies without destroying. It burns, but it does not consume. It transforms without annihilating identity.

For believers, this speaks to the refining work of God:

	Pride is burned away, but purpose remains.

	Fear is burned away, but faith remains.

	Confusion is burned away, but clarity remains.

	Self-reliance is burned away, but dependence on God remains.


A true burning bush encounter is not emotional hype; it is sacred refinement. It is where God’s holiness touches human weakness and produces enduring change.

One of the most significant phrases in the passage is simple: Moses turned aside. That decision marks the beginning of the transformation. Many people see spiritual signs, experience conviction, or sense God’s prompting, but never “turn aside.” They continue walking as before, explaining away divine interruptions as coincidences or timing issues.

A burning bush experience requires responsiveness. It is the moment when a believer chooses to stop, listen, and engage with God rather than pass by Him. This turning aside represents a surrender of control. It is the recognition that life is not only about direction but about attention, where one chooses to focus.

When Moses approached the bush, God did not immediately talk about Israel’s slavery or Egypt’s power. He first established identity: “I am the God of your father.” Before Moses could be sent, he had to understand who was sending him. A burning bush encounter does this for every believer:

	It replaces insecurity with identity.

	It replaces confusion with divine assignment.

	It replaces shame with belonging.

	It replaces isolation with a covenant relationship.


Without identity, purpose becomes pressure. But when identity is secure, purpose becomes empowerment.

Moses responded with hesitation, excuses, and self-doubt. He questioned his ability, his worthiness, and even his speaking ability. This is important: burning bush encounters do not instantly remove human resistance. Instead, God meets resistance with reassurance: “I will be with you”, “I will teach you what to say”, and “I will equip what I call”. The lesson is clear: God’s calling is not built on human qualification but divine accompaniment. For believers today, this dismantles the myth that we must feel ready before we obey. Readiness is often born in obedience, not before it.

One of the dangers in spiritual life is to seek encounters without responsibility. But the burning bush was not given to Moses as a mystical experience for personal inspiration; it was the commissioning of a deliverer. Every true encounter with God results in an assignment. For Moses, it meant confronting Pharaoh, leading a nation, enduring resistance, and walking through wilderness seasons. For believers today, it may look different, but the principle remains. Encounter produces assignment, fire produces direction, and presence produces purpose.

The burning bush teaches that victory in the believer’s life does not begin with external circumstances changing; it begins with internal transformation through God’s presence. Victory is not merely overcoming enemies; it is overcoming fear, hesitation, and identity confusion. When God says, “I will be with you,” that becomes the foundation of every victory thereafter. True spiritual victory is not self-generated strength; it is sustained awareness of God’s presence.

A burning bush experience produces three lasting spiritual outcomes:

Hope: Because God speaks into despair and redirects future expectation.

Joy: Because purpose replaces aimlessness, and presence replaces loneliness.

Purpose: Because life is no longer random, it is commissioned.

Without encounter, believers often drift. With encounter, believers are anchored.

Today, God still speaks, not always through fire on a mountain, but through:

	Scripture that suddenly becomes alive

	Conviction during quiet moments

	A divine interruption in routine life

	A burden that cannot be ignored

	A persistent calling that grows stronger over time


The question is not whether burning bush moments still happen, but whether believers still recognise them. The burning bush was not just for Moses; it reveals how God engages humanity. Every believer will face moments where God draws attention, interrupts routine, and invites deeper encounter. 

The difference lies in response. To walk in God’s victory, hope, joy, and purpose, a believer must be willing to notice the fire, turn aside, remove the sandals of familiarity, listen before speaking, and obey before understanding everything. 

The burning bush is not just an event in Moses’ life; it is a pattern for spiritual awakening. And for every believer, the invitation still stands: turn aside, and discover that God is still speaking from the fire.
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Prepared for assignment
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The life of Moses presents one of the most profound patterns of spiritual formation in Scripture. His journey from the palace of Egypt, through the wilderness of Midian, to the burning bush, and finally to the deliverance of Israel into covenant destiny reveals a divine principle: God not only call people to assignments, but He prepares, refines, and then encounters them in a way that redefines their identity for the assignment ahead.

The burning bush was not the beginning of Moses’ journey with God, but it was the turning point where preparation became commissioning. Without it, everything before would have remained incomplete training. With it, everything before was given meaning.

Moses’ early life in Egypt was not wasted time; it was foundational formation. Acts 7:22 tells us,  “Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and deeds.” Egypt gave Moses leadership exposure in Pharaoh’s household, education in administration, language, and governance; awareness of power structures; and a burden for his people (Israel). Yet Egypt could not give him what he ultimately needed: revelation of God’s character, identity as a servant of YHWH, and spiritual authority rooted in divine encounter. Egypt shaped Moses’ skill, but not his spiritual assignment. And when Moses attempted deliverance in his own strength (Exodus 2:11–15), it ended in failure. Skill without divine commissioning always collapses under pressure.

Moses’ 40 years in Midian were not punishment; they were preparation through stripping. He went from prince to shepherd, from public figure to hidden man, and from speaker in courts to being silent in deserts. This season removed Egypt’s identity from him. In Midian, Moses learned patience in obscurity, dependence on simplicity, the rhythm of wilderness life, and that human timing is not God’s timing. But even more importantly, Midian created space for something deeper: inner silence where God could later speak. Yet even after 40 years, Moses still did not have clarity of assignment. He had formation, but not activation. That is where the burning bush comes in.

Exodus 3 marks the transition point between formation and commissioning. At the bush, three things happen that no previous experience in Egypt or Midian could produce. We find that Moses encounters God (I AM WHO I AM, Exodus 3:14). This is not information; it is an encounter. For the first time, Moses does not just know about God’s people or God’s justice; he meets the living God who sends him. This transforms everything. Assignment is no longer Moses’ idea, deliverance is no longer human ambition, and purpose is now rooted in divine identity.

God says: “I will send you to Pharaoh” (Exodus 3:10). Not “try,” not “consider,” but “I will send you.” Moses shifts from survivor to the sent one, from exile to emissary, and from failure to deliverer. The burning bush is where Moses’ identity is rewritten in divine language. Without identity transformation, assignment becomes crushing pressure. With it, assignment becomes empowerment.

The most important line in the entire encounter: “I will certainly be with you” (Exodus 3:12). This is not a strategy. Not technique. Not charisma. Presence. This is what activates Moses for miracles, authority, and endurance. Everything Moses will later do, plagues, Red Sea, manna, intercession, leadership, is powered by this one truth: God is with him.

Egypt gave Moses the capability. Midian gave Moses humility. But the burning bush gave Moses a commission. Each stage is necessary:

* Egypt → competence

* Midian → character

* Burning Bush → calling

Without Egypt, Moses lacks understanding of systems. Without Midian, Moses lacks brokenness and dependence. Without the bush, Moses lacks divine authorisation. This is why many believers feel “prepared” yet still not effective, because preparation without encounter remains incomplete.

The burning bush is not just revelation; it is activation. From this moment, Moses begins confronting Pharaoh, miracles begin operating through his obedience, the Exodus narrative begins, and national destiny is unlocked. The bush is where preparation becomes assignment, formation becomes function, and identity becomes authority. It is the moment Moses moves from being “a man who has experiences with God” to “a man sent by God.”

Moses’ pattern is not unique; it is prophetic of every believer’s spiritual journey. Believers often gain education, skills, leadership experience, and natural talents. But these alone cannot fulfill spiritual assignment. Many believers go through seasons of delay, isolation, confusion, and even unanswered prayers. These seasons are not wasted. They remove dependence on self and deepen trust in God.

Every believer needs a “burning bush moment”—not necessarily dramatic, but defining for this is a moment Scripture becomes alive, where God’s call becomes undeniable, where identity shifts from “saved” to “sent”, and a moment obedience becomes clearer than fear. Without encounter, believers often remain in preparation but never move into assignment.

The burning bush shows that God does not primarily give Moses a plan. He gives Moses Himself.  This is the heart of the Christian assignment: not just doing for God, but walking with God. It is not just about ministry activity, but relational intimacy. Jesus echoes this principle in John 17:3, “This is eternal life: that they may know You.” Intimacy with God is not separate from assignment; it is the foundation of it.

Moses’ excuses at the bush reveal what happens when identity is not yet anchored: It is about “Who am I?”, “They will not believe me”, and “I am slow of speech”. These are the voices of a man still processing his past more than his calling. But once an encounter is established, then fear becomes obedience, weakness becomes dependence, and insecurity becomes trust. The same Moses who hesitated becomes the Moses who stands before Pharaoh and declares God’s word without compromise.

Moses reveals a pattern:

1. Formation in the world (Egypt)

2. Breaking in the wilderness (Midian)

3. Encounter with God (Burning Bush)

4. Commission into assignment (Exodus mission)

This is echoed in believers today:

* Life experience prepares skill

* Wilderness seasons prepare heart

* Encounter prepares identity

* Assignment releases destiny

But the turning point is always about the encounter. Moses did not become a deliverer in Egypt or Midian. He became a deliverer at the burning bush. Everything before it was preparation. Everything after it was fulfilment. And this is the spiritual truth for believers: you can be trained in Egypt, and you can be refined in Midian, but without an encounter with God, you will not walk in clarity of assignment.

The burning bush represents the moment when God speaks, then identity is redefined, presence is revealed, and purpose is activated. For believers today, the call is the same. It is not just to be prepared by life, but to be encountered by God. Because it is encounter, not experience, that turns preparation into destiny.
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On a mission
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One of the greatest dangers facing the modern Church is not persecution, opposition, or even deception; it is the loss of mission. Many believers know they are saved, but far fewer understand that they have been sent. Yet from Genesis to Revelation, God has always been a sending God, and His people have always been a sent people.

The story of Moses at the burning bush is not merely the story of a man encountering God; it is the story of a man being commissioned into a mission greater than himself. Likewise, the life of Jesus was defined by mission, and the ministry of Paul was marked by unwavering devotion to his mission. The same is true for every believer today.

We need to realise that we are as God’s servants on a mission to bring in souls! When someone says they are "on a mission," it means they are completely focused, determined, and working hard to achieve a specific goal. They aren't just casually doing something; they have an intense level of purpose and drive, and they usually won't let anything distract them until they finish.

The phrase comes from the military or religious concept of a "mission"—an official, highly important assignment that must be completed. In everyday conversation, it just means someone is locked in and highly motivated to get something done. It speaks of having laser-like focus. When you are on a mission, the main goal takes centre stage, and everything else becomes background noise. You aren't multitasking or browsing; you have one specific outcome in mind, and you filter out any distractions that might get in the way. A mission requires energy and urgency. It’s not a casual wish or a "maybe someday" plan; it’s an active, high-priority pursuit. Someone on a mission moves with intention and resolve, and they are usually willing to push through obstacles, fatigue, or setbacks to get across the finish line.

Laser-like focus tells you where to look, but diligence is the daily habit of keeping your eyes there. Diligence means you don't just start with focus; you maintain it. It's the careful, steady, and honest effort you put into the work when distractions start creeping in. You can't fulfil a mission with sloppy work, so diligence ensures the quality matches the importance of the goal.

Intense drive isn't just an emotion or a feeling of excitement; it manifests as putting in every effort. When you are truly on a mission, you don't give a half-hearted attempt. You bring your full energy, your resourcefulness, and your problem-solving skills to the table. If one approach fails, putting in every effort means you find a second, third, or fourth way to get it done.

A clear target is just a destination on a map until you actually arrive there. Fulfilling the task is the successful completion of the mission. Every bit of diligence and every ounce of effort you expend are intentionally directed toward crossing that specific finish line. Think about it this way: if the mission is the vehicle and the destination, diligence is the engine running smoothly, and every effort is your foot pressing firmly down on the gas pedal. You need all of them working together to actually reach your goal!

Also, you can't be on a mission if you don't know where you're going. True missions have a defined target. For the believer, the purpose is to fulfil the Great Commission. The question is, are believers today truly driven with a singular focus to fulfill the Great Commission? How focused are we truly to win the lost and make disciples? Or has the church approached the Great Commission half-heartedly with feeble hands and hearts? God is calling for disciples who make every effort, with great diligence, to remain focused, to remain driven, and to be purposeful in their actions to bring in the end-time harvest. All believers are supposed to be a mission, but are really, or has our mission become religion, building our empires, or forging our reputation? Christianity is not merely about receiving salvation; it is about being transformed into a servant of the King who carries His purposes into the world. Every believer is called to understand a profound truth: we are not merely waiting for Heaven, we are on a mission from Heaven.

When Moses approached the burning bush, he was a shepherd living in obscurity. He had spent forty years in Midian after fleeing Egypt. His dreams of being Israel's deliverer appeared long dead. But God had not forgotten His purpose. At the burning bush, God revealed Himself as YHWH, the great I AM, and then immediately connected revelation with assignment: "Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh." (Exodus 3:10). God reveals Himself, God establishes identity, and God gives a mission. Encounter was never meant to end with experience.

The burning bush was not given so Moses could spend the rest of his life talking about the burning bush. It was given so he could rise, go, obey, and fulfil God's purpose. The same principle applies to believers today. God does not reveal Himself merely to inspire us. He reveals Himself to commission us.

A mission is more than a task. A mission is a divinely assigned purpose that governs priorities, actions, decisions, sacrifices, and direction. Someone who is on a mission knows why they are moving, understands what is at stake, refuses distractions, perseveres despite opposition, and measures life by purpose rather than comfort. Mission-oriented people do not drift through life. They live intentionally. Spiritually speaking, a believer on a mission understands the following: “My life belongs to God, and every day is an opportunity to advance His Kingdom.”

Mission produces focus. When Moses returned to Egypt, he was no longer wandering in uncertainty. His eyes were fixed on God's purpose. Likewise, Jesus said in “John 9:4  I must work the works of Him that sent Me." Mission removes unnecessary distractions because purpose clarifies priorities.

People on a mission understand time matters. It is about urgency. Jesus repeatedly spoke about the urgency of the harvest: “Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest." (John 4:35). A mission mindset understands that opportunities do not last forever. Souls are eternal. Time is limited, yet the harvest is urgent.

Mission always requires sacrifice. Moses sacrificed comfort. Jesus sacrificed everything. Paul sacrificed reputation, safety, and eventually his life. People on a mission do not ask: "What is easiest?" They ask, "What advances the mission?"

Mission is sustained through perseverance. Moses faced Pharaoh repeatedly. Jesus endured rejection. Paul endured imprisonment, beatings, and hardship. Mission-oriented believers understand that opposition does not mean abandonment. Difficulties are often evidence that the mission matters.

Jesus lived with extraordinary clarity regarding His purpose. Again and again He spoke of being sent. John 6:38 says, “For I came down from heaven, not to do Mine own will, but the will of Him that sent Me." Jesus understood Who sent Him, why He was sent, and what He came to accomplish. His mission included seeking the lost, destroying the works of the devil, revealing the Father, and redeeming humanity through the cross. Everything Jesus did flowed from mission. Even His final words reflected mission: “It is finished." Yes, the mission had been completed.

Perhaps no one illustrates the mission after Christ more vividly than Paul. After encountering Jesus on the road to Damascus, Paul's entire life became focused on advancing the Gospel. He travelled extensively. He planted churches. He endured persecution. He discipled believers. He wrote Scripture. Near the end of his life, Paul declared: "I am already being poured out as a drink offering." (2 Timothy 4:6). What a remarkable statement. Paul viewed his life as an offering poured out for God's purposes. He was not conserving his life. He was investing it. Mission had become more important than personal comfort.

Before ascending into Heaven, Jesus gave His followers their marching orders in “Matthew 28:19: Go therefore and make disciples of all nations." This is not merely a suggestion. It is the King's commission. A commission is a mission backed by authority. Believers are therefore sent people, ambassadors, witnesses, disciple-makers, and representatives of the Kingdom. The Great Commission remains the central mission of the Church. Everything else must serve this purpose.

The Bible repeatedly points toward a great harvest before Christ's return. Jesus compared the world to a field ready for harvest. Yet fields do not harvest themselves. Workers are required. Labourers are needed. Messengers must go. One of the greatest tragedies of modern Christianity is that many believers have become spectators instead of labourers. They consume but do not contribute. They observe but do not engage. Yet Scripture calls believers into active participation. The harvest is not merely a future event; it is a present responsibility.

Many believers today are overwhelmed by entertainment, distractions, personal ambitions, and endless busyness. Yet the mission remains. Souls still need salvation, the broken still need healing, the lost still need the Gospel, and the world still needs Christ. The Church must recover the mindset of Moses, Jesus, and Paul: God's mission is worthy of my full attention. Mission must once again move from the margins to the centre of Christian living.

Not everyone is called to stand behind a pulpit. Not everyone is called to foreign nations. But every believer is called to represent Christ wherever God has placed them. Your mission field may be your workplace, your family, your community, your city, or your nation. Mission begins where you are. The issue is not location; it is obedience.

To be on a mission requires action. Moses had to leave Midian. The disciples had to leave the Upper Room. Paul had to leave Damascus. Mission always requires movement. Too many believers admire the mission without engaging in it. But the Kingdom advances through action, be it prayer, evangelism, discipleship, service, compassion, or even obedience. The mission is not fulfilled by intention alone. It is fulfilled by action.

The burning bush still speaks today. God is still looking for men and women who will respond: "Here am I." The question is not whether God has a mission. The question is whether His people recognise the urgency of it. The mission has never changed. It is to win the lost. Like Moses, we have encountered God. Like the disciples, we have received a commission. Like Paul, we are called to spend ourselves for the Gospel. Like Jesus, we are sent by the Father.

The believer is not called to live a passive Christian life. We are called to be people of purpose, urgency, courage, and action. Moses was sent to deliver a nation. Jesus was sent to redeem humanity. Paul was sent to proclaim the Gospel to the nations. And the Church today is sent to bring in the harvest before the return of the King. The mission remains unfinished. The harvest remains plentiful. The King is still sending. The Spirit is still empowering. The Gospel is still saving.

And the call still echoes through every generation: Go. We must go because the King commands it. Go because souls matter. Go because eternity is at stake. Go because Christ is worthy. Go because you are not merely a believer; you are a messenger, an ambassador, a labourer in the harvest, and a servant of the King of kings. The time for distraction is over. The time for the mission is now. 

Remain relentless

WHILE THE WORLD BURNS and the apostasy within the church intensifies, the true believers, therefore the remnant, must now more than ever be relentless in seeking God, and they must remain relentless when it comes to standing for the truth, for God’s ways and will. This is not the time to be lukewarm, for one will be overwhelmed by the demonic intensity of the times. The intense encounters and battles and inner struggles are designed to shake, sift, and it will display and expose the chasm between the false and the real, the godly and ungodly, the holy and the unholy, the truth and the lies, the Kingdom and the counterfeit movement, the true prophetic and the occult, the supernatural and mysticism.

Such a season has been upon us for a while, and it will remain very intense. It will not be easy for many will fall and many ministries will be shaken, yet great will be the power of the Lord, for now is the time to abandon all for the intense walk with God. This calls for making hard choices and deciding who one will truly serve. 

This is not the time for passivity, spiritual apathy, or compromises. This calls for warriors to rise from the ashes, shake off the dust, polish the armour and go to war! This is a time for relentless submission, a call to the watchtower and walking in God’s Presence like never before. Relentless faithfulness to God’s written and spoken Word, and yes, a relentless obedience to obey as the Spirit of God leads. 

There is no room to compromise, or to give the devil a foothold, for we shall be swallowed whole by the devourer. As we relentlessly pursue God, then God shall devour the devourer as the rod of Moses devoured the rods of the Pharaoh’s magicians.

The enemy has managed to distract believers from remaining relentless in their noble quest to engage in the spiritual war. The watchmen have abandoned their posts. Shepherd has sold out. We see desolation in the streets and in the churches. Where is the remnant in this hour to stand in the gap for the lost, the weak, and the broken? We must not allow the glitter and the false gold of the world to blind us, for God says the golden calf will not lead us home. Only the gold of God’s godliness and the gold of His anointing will keep us standing in some troubled times. For has Jesus not said not to be troubled, for He has overcome the world? So take heart, He is still God–mighty and faithful.

Hundreds of years ago, Martin Luther and so many other Reformers bravely challenged a system that had defined the beliefs of people for more than 1000 years. How we need brave warriors of the Word again that will again defy our times of apostasy, spiritual lawlessness, corruption and deception. Relentless disciples in the pursuit of what is right, good and holy! Disciples, as we saw in the days of the Apostle Paul. While this world weeps in agony and brokenness, the church sleeps in comfort and spiritual passivity. How we need again fierce and passionate disciples who will yield to no other king except Jesus, who will bow to no other truth than the Bible and who will not love their lives unto death for the glory of God. How we need servants of compassion, love, hope and kindness to wrest the tides of darkness so that the world may again see the light of Christ!

Paul was indeed relentless for God, not allowing any person or circumstance to derail him from fulfilling his mandate. In Acts 19:8, it says, “Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there for three months, arguing persuasively about the kingdom of God.” That is intense and relentless! Paul didn’t flinch in the wake of danger, calamity, opposition, threats or strife! He pursued God relentlessly! Jan Hus, the great Reformer, was intense for God, and so he wrote: “Seek the truth, hear the truth, learn the truth, love the truth, speak the truth, hold the truth and defend the truth until death”. Yes, the truth of God shall prevail and not the truth of this world.

This world wants us to lose our fire and intensity for God. Jeremiah and Elijah were also overwhelmed, and at times that intense fire within them burned low. This world is tough. Life has never been easy, yet amid the storms, struggles, hardship and even persecutions, we must remain relentless in fulfilling the Great Commission. We cannot back down, we cannot keep silent or wallow in self-pity. There is no time. Yes, time is running out, and faster than we think. We must remain relentless, says the Lord. We must never back down, never surrender. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego remained relentless in their faithfulness to God when facing death in the furnace. Daniel remained relentless in his fellowship with God when faced with the lion’s pit.

Yes, we must remain relentless in the pursuit of God’s presence, even when the entire world rebels and seeks the path of the devil and spiritual darkness. We must remain faithful and truthful when we only hear lies, and when deception enfolds the world in an icy grip. We must remain bold, courageous and full of zeal for God even when the ‘Ahabs’ and ‘Jezebels’ of this truth try to destroy us like they wanted to murder Elijah.

God never relented when it came to judgment on Israel for her sins and iniquity.  Yet God is also just. Just so, we must not relent. What is right must be upheld. What is wrong must be exposed. Idolatry should have no place in our lives or homes. We must not flinch in the face of danger, even though around every corner we may face monstrous darkness, lurking predators and wolves in sheep's clothing. Be relentless, says God! Keep the faith, stay on the path, walk by faith and burn in His holy fire. How we need to yield and submit to God! How we need to surrender more than ever to the Spirit of God so that we are overwhelmed by His holy presence. For then we shall remain standing, strong in His might, and strong in His glory.  The hymn, Sent the Fire by William Booth, is my prayer in such a time where God is calling for His sons and daughters to arise for truth, to stand up for the liberty of Christ and to again share the whole counsel of God as intended and taught by Jesus our Lord and only true Saviour of a world hell-bent on destruction. We must seek the fire so that we may burn for Him and so that we may truly become relentless to His Glory!
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Spiritual growth: from the burning bush to Sinai
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Moses’ life was also shaped by other experiences. Yet, two stand out as defining pillars: the burning bush (Exodus 3–4) and Mount Sinai (Exodus 19–34). If the burning bush can be seen as Moses’ commissioning encounter, then Sinai is his covenant-shaping and character-forming encounter where his relationship with God deepens from assignment into sustained intimacy, authority, and intercession. Together, these two encounters form a single spiritual arc: the burning bush launches Moses into purpose; Mount Sinai anchors him in covenant identity and mature spiritual authority.

At the burning bush, Moses receives a new identity (Exodus 3:10), a new authority (Exodus 3:14), and a new assurance (Exodus 3:12). This encounter answers the question: “Who am I sent by, and for what purpose?” ut it is still foundational and introductory. Moses is called, but not yet fully formed in covenant leadership. At this stage he knows God’s voice, he knows his assignment, but he does not yet know the depth of God’s holiness, glory, and covenant structure. That comes at Sinai.

At Mount Sinai, Moses is drawn into something far more intense than a calling; it is a national covenant encounter between God and Israel, and Moses becomes the mediator of that encounter. The mountain is described with fire and smoke, thunder and lightning, an earth-shaking presence, and a voice of God like a trumpet. This is not just communication; it is an overwhelming revelation of holiness. Where the burning bush was personal, Sinai is communal. Where the bush was gentle fire, Sinai is consuming glory.

At the burning bush, Moses is a sent one. At Sinai, Moses becomes a bridge between God and a nation. It says in Revelation 19:3 that Moses went up unto God. Here, his role expands. He is taken from deliverer to intercessor, from spokesperson to covenant mediator, and from leader to spiritual representative of Israel. This deepens his identity dramatically: he is no longer only called ‘for’ Israel, but now stands between God and Israel.

At Sinai, Moses receives the Law (Exodus 20), the pattern of worship, and the structure of covenant life. This is significant because it teaches him that God is not only present (burning bush), but God is also holy, orderly, and morally absolute (Sinai). The burning bush revealed God’s presence in grace. Sinai revealed God’s presence in holiness and justice. Together they form a complete revelation of God’s nature.

One of the most defining aspects of Sinai is Moses’ intercession after Israel’s sin with the golden calf (Exodus 32). God says He will destroy the people. Moses intercedes. Exodus 32:12 says, “Turn from Your fierce wrath.” This reveals a massive shift: At the burning bush Moses doubts himself. At Sinai, Moses stands in bold intercession for others. His identity matures from insecurity to spiritual authority rooted in intimacy. He even says in Exodus 32:32, “If You will not forgive them, blot me out.” This is no longer the hesitant shepherd—it is a man who carries the heart of God for a nation.

In Exodus 33–34, Moses
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