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PREFACE:




Consider this edition your personal Parisian address directory for the renowned that have historically shaped France and the world. This illustrated guide transports you geographically and photographically to famous residences formerly occupied by historical leaders, noteworthy figures, famous writers, performers, composers and visual artists. It is your map of the stars within Paris with profiles framing the unique impact and background of the occupants.




Known and unknown history, hidden delights and fascinating stories pervade the history of Paris. This kaleidoscope of discovery, personalities, egos, scandals, conflict framed by sheer beauty creates a vivid tapestry defining over two millenniums. You may imagine that you already know Paris, but that view is solely a prism of the whole. Many of the narratives defy believability, yet they are true.




This Famous Historic Guide is your alternative to conventional travel. It accommodates the restless visitor, tourist and resident seeking a unique and different perspective to traditional tourism. Paris remains one of the most beguiling, seductive and enchanting cities of the world. Its famed personalities are as statuesque and substantial as its iconic monuments.




Welcome to one on the most useful and enlightening introductions to the famed City of Light.
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A Peasant Girl That Inspired and Headed The French Army

Joan of Arc Gilded Equestrian Statue:

4 Place des Pyramids, 75001 Paris

Joan of Arc Bronze St. Augustine Statue:

Place Saint-Augustine, 75008 Paris




The legend of Jehanne d’Arc, better known as Joan of Arc is an integral part of French history. Her narrative still commands fascination. At the age of sixteen, she began hearing voices from three Christian saints, St. Michael, Catherine and Margaret. Her village of Domremy was located on the border between France and a consortium of English and Burgundy occupied territory.




In 1415, the Hundred Years War between England and France entered a significant stage when England’s King Henry V invaded France. Seven years later following a series of decisive victories, the English controlled the majority of northern France including Paris.




In 1428, Joan the Maid as she called herself approached a captain of the French garrison in Vaucouleurs. She shared with him her vision of capturing occupied Reims and reinstalling the French throne there to Charles VII. The disheveled young peasant girl was promptly sent home, but returned the following year and was allowed an audience with the king.




Dressed in men’s clothes and accompanied by six soldiers, she laid out her vision for France to expel the English invaders. Charles had her questioned by theologians at Poitiers. Given France’s desperate military predicament, she was granted a small army in April 1429 to accompany her to Orleans. She led a military offensive against the English army who had besieged the city since the previous October.




Her will and uncompromising values inspired the French army to passionate resistance. They entered Orleans unopposed via the eastern gate. She personally led the charge in several battles and was wounded by an arrow to the shoulder on May 7 that was quickly treated. The following day, she returned to battlefield and the English retreated from Orleans.




There persist many myths regarding this improbable heroine. She never actually fought in battle or killed an opponent. She accompanied her soldiers for inspirational purposes waving a banner in lieu of weaponry. She was responsible for outlining military strategy, directing troop movements and enforcing discipline within the ranks. She berated knights for swearing, consorting with prostitutes, skipping Mass and/or dismissing her battle plans.




Medical experts have posthumously surmised that her visions and voices were the product of schizophrenia or another neurological condition. She exclusively credited divine inspiration. Her results where other leaders had failed were difficult to dispute.




Over the net five weeks, Joan and her French commanders continued a streak of victories over the English. They reached Reims on July 16 and Charles VII was crowned King of France within the gates of the city.




Paris remained in their sights. The army coordinated an attack against the city on September 8th. Joan rushed to the frontlines and the periphery of the fortress surrounding Paris at St. Honore Gate. The site is near where her gilded bronze statue is installed between the rue de Rivoli and rue Saint-Honore. Another patina bronze equestrian statue of her fronts Saint-Augustine Church.




At St. Honore Gate, she lifted her standard skyward and exhorted the Parisians to surrender the city to the king of France. She was shot during the ensuing battle by a crossbow in the thigh.




The French momentum faltered at the gates and Charles VII ordered an end to the unsuccessful siege. Despite their retreat, Joan would lead several more small campaigns. Along with her family, she became ennobled in December for her heroics. The honor peaked her successful thrust.




Her good fortune deserted her in May 1430 when she snuck into the city of Compiegne under darkness to campaign against the Burgundy army laying siege. On May 23rd, she led an unsuccessful attack and was captured. The Burgundians sold her to English. She was put on trial in March 1431 for heresy by ecclesiastical authorities in Rouen and condemned to death.




She might have been spared had Charles VII paid a ransom or intervened towards her release. He did nothing on her behalf.




Anxious to be rid of their military tormentor, the English secular authorities had her burned at stake in the Old Marketplace in Rouen on May 30, 1431. She was 19 years old. As the flames crept near to scorch her, she shouted out prayers loud enough for the gathered assemblage to hear.




Her sacrifice proved a continued source of military inspiration. By 1453, the English had been completely driven from France except in Calais.  Five years later, the army secured the port city. The unworthy Charles VII would accept credit for the military conquests. The peasant girl from Domremy had however exhibited the purist courage and fidelity towards France. The Catholic Church recognized her as a Christian saint in 1920.
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The Alchemist Legend and Contemporary Skepticism

Nicolas Flamel’s Residence:

51 rue de Montmorency, 75003 Paris




Nicolas Flamel sought immortality through alchemy. Throughout the Middle Ages and Renaissance, chemists attempted to transmute baser metals into gold. The process was theorized that a universal solvent could become an elixir of extended life. Flamel reportedly reached the age of 88, seemingly immortal during his era. He was credited with discovering the philosopher’s stone.




Two hundred years following his death, it was revealed that he learned his secrets from a Jewish convert to Catholicism on the road to Santiago de Compostela. During his lifetime, he operated two shops as a scribe and married favorably to Perenelle Flamel. The couple reportedly invested her wealth into real estate, churches, hostels and commissioned religious sculptures. Her fortune was derived from two previous marriages.




In 1410, Nicolas reportedly designed his own tombstone with the images of Christ, St. Peter, and St. Paul. He would die eight years later.  The tombstone is preserved at the Musee de Cluny. One of his ancient residences remains, the oldest stone house in Paris. He is buried on the grounds of the Tour St. Jacques, a remnant of the former Church of Saint-Jacques de la Boucherie.




In today’s more cynical culture, Flamel’s achievements and reputation has been reduced to seventeenth century invention sourced from the book Livres des Figures Hieroglyphiques. His reputed wealth has also been called into question. Alchemy is no practiced as a means of reaching eternal life. The evidence is graveyards worldwide occupied by formerly wealthy individuals.
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A Fatal Alchemy Potion That Reputedly Prolonged Youth

Diana de France’s Hotel Lamoignon (Bibiotheque Historique):

24 rue Pavee, 75004 Paris




In  2009, French archeological experts dug up the remains of Diane de Poitiers from a mass grave. The intent was to return her body to the chapel at the Chateau d’Anet where she’d originally been buried before the French Revolution. She had lived there in comfortable obscurity and exile following the death of her patron and lover King Henry II.




During the Revolution, her original tomb had been opened, her corpse desecrated and her remains tossed into a mass grave. One of the notable findings during the exhumation process was the high concentration of gold in her hair. Experts concluded that the drinkable gold she regularly consumed to preserve youth might have ultimately killed her.




She was born on January 9, 1500 in the Chateau de Saint-Vallier in Drome. She was regarded as a beauty and dedicated athlete maintaining her figure by habitual riding and swimming. Her aristocratic upbringing enabled an education in humanism, Greek, Latin, rhetoric, etiquette, architecture and finance.




She was married at fifteen to Louis de Breze, the Grand Seneschal of Normandy, thirty-nine years her senior. Her reputation for intelligence and financial acumen distinguished her qualities. She became the lady-in-waiting to Queen Claude of France and then her mother following her daughter’s death. Louis de Breze died in 1531 and she adopted the habit of wearing black and white for the rest of her life. The combination was considered permitted colors of mourning and the symbolic colors for both sides of the moon.




Three years after becoming a widow, she encountered Henry II who at fifteen had married Catherine de Medici the year before. She was twenty years older than Henry, but became his longstanding mistress. 




She cultivated a tenuous relationship with Catherine. She concluded that maintaining her as queen was in her own best interests. She reportedly encouraged Henry to procreate males with Catherine to preserve his dynastic lineage. This resulted in four sons with three living long enough to become kings. With Catherine, she became her nurse during one instance when she’d fallen gravely ill.




Henry would indulge in periodic affairs, but Diane remained his lifelong companion. For the next twenty-five years, she was considered one of the most powerful women in France. Her intellect, maturity and loyalty maintained his attachment towards her. She reputedly sustained her youthful beauty until her 50s. She was given charge over the education of his children and often gave direct orders to their governors.




Henry II’s reign was notable by his employment of Michel de Nostradamus. The famed astrologer, physician and seer would become best known for his book Les Propheties published in 1555. Many of the passages have been interpreted to predict future events.




Diane de France, one of Henry’s legitimized daughters with his young mistress Filippa Duci would leave one of the family remembrances within the Marais district. She began construction on the Hotel d’Angouleme in 1584, but was interrupted by the Wars of Religion. Later renamed the Hotel Lamoignon, it is considered one of the finest preserved architectural gems from that era. Following various transfers by succession, it would become in 1969 the home of the Bibiotheque Historique de la Ville de Paris.




Catherine de Medicis became frequently jealous of her rival’s influence. She was powerless to alter the King’s preferences as long as he lived. Diane de Poitiers was entrusted with the Crown Jewels of France and allowed to reside in the Chateau de Chenonceau, a royal property that Catherine craved. In 1555, Diane commissioned architect Philibert de l’Orme to construct the famed arch bridge joining the banks of the Cher River. She oversaw the planting of extensive gardens tastefully integrated with fruit trees.




Henry II would suffer a severe puncture during a jousting tournament inflicted by Gabriel de Montgomery, the captain of his Scottish Guard. He lingered ten days in delirium before succumbing to his wound. 




His injury and death immediately transformed the balance of power between Diane de Poitiers and Catherine de Medicis. Diane was restricted access to the royal chambers. Despite Henry repeatedly calling for her, she would not be admitted to his deathbed nor invited to his funeral. 




Diane de Poitiers was obliged to return the crown jewels and depart the Chateau de Chenonceau. In exchange, she lived at the Chateau de Chaumont before relocating permanently to Chateau d’Anet. At 64, she suffered a fall from her horse that she never fully recovered from. She died from the lingering effects on April 25, 1566.
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A Navigator, Explorer and Colonial Governor of New France

Samuel de Champlain’s Residence:

Maison Saintonge: 16 rue de Saintonge, 75003 Paris




During his lifetime, Samuel de Champlain sailed nearly thirty trips across the Atlantic Ocean from France to North America. He would be credited with founding Quebec and New France (Canada) on July 3, 1603.




He was born into a family of sailors and would earn distinction as a navigator, mapmaker, soldier, geographer and diplomat. He became the first European to describe the Great Lakes and his accurate coastal maps during his explorations founded various colonial settlements.




He formed lasting relationships with numerous Native American tribes and published accounts of their narratives and interactions. He learned and mastered their languages. He agreed to provide assistance to several tribes of the Ottawa River in the Beaver Wars against the Iroquois.

 

In 1619, he published an extensive book on his discoveries in New France. The following year, King Louis XIII ordered him to cease exploration, return to Quebec and concentrate on governing the territory. In that capacity, he would establish trading companies that exported goods, particularly fur, to France. He oversaw the expansion in the St. Lawrence River valley until his death from a severe stroke on Christmas Day, 1635.
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A Willful Queen Margot’s Intrigues and Revenge

Marguerite de Valois’ Residence (Hotel de Sens):

1 rue du Figuier, 75004 Paris




Marguerite de Valois, better known as Queen Margot of Navarre became famous for her licentious behavior, tell-all writings and revenge.




Her authorship of Memoires published fourteen years following her death details her turbulent era through the perspective of a clear-sighted woman. Margot refused to become a victim and remained a force to be respected throughout her life.




Born on May 14, 1553, she was the daughter of King Henry II and Catherine de Medicis. She assumed her place in court in 1569, but shared strained relations with her brothers Charles IX and the Duc d’Anjou, the future Henry III. She confessed to an early sexual liaison with Henri, the Duke of Guise and the leader of the extremist Catholic party. Their relationship would prove useful to her later.




On August 18, 1572 she was married to the Protestant Henry de Bourbon of Navarre, who would become the future French King Henry IV. Their marriage was promoted as a conciliatory bridge between Catholics and Protestants. Instead, it became a magnet to lure the Protestant leadership to Paris. Five days later, they would be the victims of a widespread massacre on St. Bartholomew’s Day.




Henry of Navarre escaped death during the massacre. Marguerite refused to annul the marriage and they remained together. Both parties kept separate lovers and she became renowned for her own intrigues and participation in conspiracies. Her brother, King Henry III banished her to the remote castle of Usson in the Auvergne region. With the assistance of her former lover, the Duke of Guise, she was able to assume control of the property and ultimately her fate.




She remained childless. Her husband’s need to establish a dynastic heir created a potential outcome of an annulled marriage. She negotiated an arrangement favorable to her interests. She withheld her consent as long as Henry’s mistress, Gabrielle d’Estrees remained alive. Upon her death, she released Henry to marry Marie de Medicis in 1600. She retained her royal title.




Five years later, she was given permission to settle in Paris. She lived in the Hotel de Sens constructed in 1500. The building had been the prior residence for the archbishops of Sens. Her stay in Paris was abbreviated. A discarded lover murdered her page and favorite Julian at the door of her carriage.




She swore that she would neither eat nor drink until she had avenged Julian’s death. Two nights later, the killer would be captured and beheaded opposite her hotel before her presence. She departed Paris that same evening and never returned.
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France’s Influential Statesman, Politician and Clergyman

Cardinal Richelieu’s Residence (Palais Royal):

204 rue St. Honore, 75001 Paris

Cardinal Richelieu’s Apartment:

21 place des Vosges, 75003 Paris




France’s shrewdest and most ruthless statesman during the 17th century evolved from the ranks of the clergy. Cardinal Richelieu became recognized for his stealth, decisiveness and scrupulous planning. These traits endeared him to few, but ultimately established France as the strongest empire within Europe.




Born Armand-Jean du Plessis on September 9, 1585, his family was of marginal feudal rank. Through strategic marriages into the legal and administrative ranks, his father acquired the position of Seigneury Richelieu in Poitou. This post enabled him to become the chief magistrate to King Henry II. Armand’s mother was the daughter of a councilor within the Parliament of Paris.




The potential advantages of his family’s status vanished upon his father’s death when Armand was five. Their estates had been financially mismanaged and teetered on ruin. The threat of poverty hovered precariously above his mother, two brothers and two sisters. 




His eldest brother was designed to become heir to the seigneury. His second older brother became a monk. As the youngest son, Armand’s path was orchestrated towards becoming a consecrated bishop as soon as possible. He welcomed the clarity and security of knowing his station. He would far surpass other’s modest expectations of him simply remaining an isolated country priest.




He was thin, pale and often sickly, but he showed a propensity towards learning and debating. He exhibited an enthusiasm towards order and manipulating other’s lives. When he graduated from university, he was still younger than the canonical age for consecration. This rule required a papal dispensation to waive the age requirement. He traveled to Rome, charmed Pope Paul V and was ordained a priest at twenty-two. His first assignment was in Lucon.




Throughout his career, Richelieu remained ambitious, disciplined and obsessed with obtaining his decisive objectives. He expressed his own character succinctly with: I undertake nothing save on full reflection. When once I have made up my mind, I change here, I abolish there, and my scarlet cassock covers all.




France was on volatile terrain and the Catholic Church was wavering between necessary reforms and collapse. Henry IV had ended the Wars of Religion with his policy of tolerance for Protestants.




Henry’s decree cost him his life and throne in 1610 via assassination leaving his spouse Marie de Medici and a nine-year-old heir. She would be appointed regent for the future Louis XIII intended until he reached the age for coronation. Corrupt advisers and a self-interested administrative system stymied her influence.




Richelieu harbored his own personal ambitions, yet focused his energies on supporting established royal authority. He played an important conciliatory role in the transition process. He was rewarded by being appointed chaplain to Louis XIII’s new bride, Anne of Austria. This position enabled him entry into the royal council. Through negotiation with a dissenting faction of the court, he was appointed Secretary of State in 1616. He was 31 years old.




The honor arrived prematurely as he lacked experience with international relations. War was declared between Spain (ruled by the Habsburg dynasty) and Venice (aligned with France). He remained in that position for less than a year. A palace revolution overthrew the regency of Marie de Medici. Richelieu was banished to Lucon and then exiled to the papal city of Avignon. His somber writings from that period suggested that he might never be granted an opportunity for redemption.




He was wrong.




The temporary setback would be rectified with Marie de Medici’s recall to the palace and the king’s nomination of Richelieu for a cardinal’s position. Suddenly Richelieu had consolidated the status and power he sought personally. This redemptive reward would not be squandered.




He displayed a talent for unpredictability, compromise and outflanking his numerous enemies. His decisive decision-making often caught them unprepared. His perceived administration of justice did not contradict his personal moral principles. He believed that government and ethics were inseparable, even when the means appeared questionable. His intellectual capacity enabled him to sort through complicated political intrigues.




He was credited with some features of generosity and his promises could be relied upon. He was considered as ardent in serving his friends as in ruining his enemies.




Unlike most of his intolerant peers, he could compromise and moderate with his adversaries when the results furthered his longer range political ambition. His overriding policy goals were twofold. He focused on the centralization of power within France and to lessen the influence of the Habsburg dynasty within Europe. He shifted the previous religious conflicts between Protestant and Catholic interests towards nationalistic growth aimed at curbing the imposing dominance of the Habsburgs.




Richelieu consolidated centralized authority by suppressing the influence of the nobility and aristocratic class. He ordered all fortified castles razed, exempting only those needed to defend against invasion. His aim was to eliminate potential defense positions held by disgruntled princes, dukes and minor aristocrats in the event of a rebellion against the crown.




He targeted the peasant class with punitive taxation to fund his defense projects and restrained any attempts of their organizing. These policies made him a reviled target amongst both the nobility and lower classes. 




His influence and regard deepened over time with Louis XIII. Richelieu had engineered a sound future for his successor. France emerged as the dominant military power within Europe eclipsing the influence of the Habsburg’s. Richelieu’s groundwork would elevate Louis XIV into the most powerful monarch of his era.




Richelieu would never serve under Louis XIV.




In June 1642, his secret service uncovered a plot against him organized by Henri Coiffier de Ruze, the Marquis of Cinq-Mars. The plot was particularly appalling because Richelieu had shielded the now 22-year old Marquis under his protection as a boy upon his father’s death. Cinq-Mars had become the king’s favorite and granted the title Master of the Robes.




The rise altered Cinq-Mars. His extravagance, arrogance and libertine behavior alarmed Richelieu. He decided to prevent him from gaining further royal political influence. Cinq-Mars decided to eliminate Richelieu by implementing a secret agreement in March with Spanish King Philip IV. France was at war with Spain, but Cinq-Mars promised to open the borders and aid their armies.




Upon Richelieu’s secret service obtaining a copy of the document, Cinq-Mars was arrested two days later. He was convicted of treason and beheaded in Lyon. 




Richelieu’s health further deteriorated. He returned back to his Paris apartment inside a chamber hoisted on the shoulders of his guards. On his deathbed, he was composing five propositions regarding royal behavior towards ministers that he regarded as essential. He wouldn’t survive the year, dying on December 4th. He would be buried in the chapel of the Sorbonne, a structure that he had financed.




Louis XIII died five months later from tuberculosis and was succeeded by his son Louis XIV. The potential clash of ego and will between a young Louis and Richelieu would never materialize. 




Richelieu’s lasting influence would far exceed his original ambition for France. His severe economic policies, however, would fracture the nation by the end of the subsequent century. A Revolutionary uprising by the peasant classes would ultimately decimate both the monarchy and aristocracy. During Richelieu’s reign, he had suppressed and alienated the voices of the impoverished.




He was gifted the Palais-Royal for his own residence between 1633 until 1639. He would subsequently bequeath the Palais to Louis XIII. Upon his death, the complex was passed on to his son. During Louis XIV’s reign and later relocation to Versailles, the property was given to his younger brother, the Duke of Orleans. Future inheritors made extensive alterations leaving only minimal remains from the original design. The Palais currently serves as the headquarters for the Ministry of Culture and the central garden is a distinctive public park accompanied by arcade shops and residential apartments.
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A Tale of Two King’s Mistresses

Hotel d’Albret:

31 rue des Francs Bourgeois, 75004 Paris




Anne of Montmorency originally purchased the Hotel d’Albret for her son in 1563. The architect Vautrain modified the façade in 1744 giving the structure a unique appearance for the Marais neighborhood during the reign of King Louis XIV. The building is indistinguishable from similar stately mansions with courtyards. Two historical tenants however residing during Louis’s era make the building more enticing. The two women would become the final acknowledged mistresses of the king.




Francoise-Athenais de Rochehouart, known as the Marquise de Montespan has been regarded as Louis most celebrated mistress bearing him seven children. The couple initially met amidst a dance at a ball hosted by the king’s younger brother Philippe I, the Duke of Orleans at the Louvre Palace in 1667. Montespan’s eventual influence would endure for over a decade. Her alleged involvement in a major poisoning murder involving witchcraft during the late 1670s doomed her status. She would unwittingly be responsible for the introduction of her replacement. 




Francoise d’Aubigne would marry poet Paul Scarron, a favorite of King Louis XIII. He was twenty-five years older and their relationship evolved into her role as a caregiver. Following his death in 1660, she lived off his pension for six years before Louis XIV suspended it. As she was preparing to leave Paris to become a lady-in-waiting to the new queen of Portugal, she became acquainted with the Marquise de Montespan.




Montespan was so charmed by Francoise that she placed her second son by Louis into her care accompanied with a large income and staff of servants. Her new position as Royal Governess brought her into close contact with the king. She was different from other women that he’d encountered. Initially she repelled him by her strong temper and fervent religious beliefs.




She evolved into one of the few individuals who were permitted to speak candidly with Louis XIV and on equal terms. He was charmed by her intelligence and they frequently discussed politics, economics and religion together. His wife Queen Marie-Therese confided to him that Francoise far better treated her in contrast with the rudest by Montespan.




Francoise claimed in her later memoirs that she didn’t yield initially to the king’s sexual advances. He would grant her the title of the Marquise de Maintenon incurring jealousy from her predecessor. Utterly discarded from the king’s favor by then, the Marquise de Montespan’s protests would be ignored. Following the death of Queen Marie-Therese, Madame de Maintenon would become the king’s primary mistress. Louis declared to confidants that Madame de Maintenon knows how to love. There would be great pleasure in being loved by her. 




Louis would be granted his desire during an informal wedding ceremony on October 9, 1683. Due to their disparity in social rank, Maintenon would neither be publicly acknowledged as his wife or queen. Curiously one of the witnesses at the ceremony was the king’s confessor, Pere la Chaise, the namesake of the famed Paris cemetery.




Maintenon would exert tremendous political influence with her privileged position. Observers equated her power as the equivalent of a prime minister. Her religious views affected the king’s behavior by his no longer maintaining open mistresses and banning operas during Lent. 




She promoted the careers of his children by Madame de Montespan for high positions at court and founded a school for girls of impoverished noble families. Her behind the scenes activities made her both respected and admired. Many have suggested her as an important early influence towards the feminist movement.




Louis XIV would die in 1715 at the age of 77. Madame de Montespan would retire afterwards to Saint-Cyr with a comfortable pension. She would follow his death four years later at the age of 83. One of her fondest admirers during her declining years was Tsar Peter the Great of Russia.




Her predecessor, the Marquise de Montespan would follow her public disgrace into retirement at the Filles de Saint Joseph Convent in Paris with a healthy pension. She donated large sums to hospitals and charities. She became a generous patron of the arts and befriended notable writers including Corneille, Racine and La Fontaine. 




Despite her generosity, she lingered in guilt regarding her past indiscretion subjecting herself to penance habitually. She died on May 27, 1707 while bathing in a nearby resort’s healing waters for an illness.  She was 67. The king prohibited her children from wearing mourning clothes in her memory.
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Commoner, Courtesan, King’s Mistress and Revolution Victim

Madame du Barry Residence:

2 rue de la Juissienne, 75002 Paris




Jeanne Becu was the illegitimate daughter of Anne Becu, a 30-year-old seamstress. Speculation towards her father targeted a friar named Jean Jacques Gomard. He would never be confirmed. Jeanne was educated at the Convent de Saint Aurea until the age of fifteen.




Her beauty distinguished her early and posed both a blessing and a curse throughout her lifetime. She relocated to Paris carrying a box of trinkets for sale. She bounced around through various occupations until she became a milliner’s assistant in a haberdashery shop. She was described as an attractive blond with thick golden ringlets and almond-shaped blue eyes.




Her beauty attracted the attention of Jean-Baptiste du Barry whose brother Count Guillaume du Barry owned a brothel and casino. Guillaume du Barry installed her into his operations and made her his own mistress. Under his tutelage, she became one of the most sought after courtesans within Parisian society.




Her large aristocratic clientele attracted the attention of King Louis XV’s court. She became the mistress of several court ministers and captured the king’s attention during a visit to Versailles in 1768. That same year his wife died and he assumed the role of grieving widower. 




Becu could not qualify as a member of court unless she had a title. Given her modest background, a solution was arranged by her marriage to former lover and pimp Guillaume du Barry. A false birth certificate was created reducing her age by three years and establishing a fictitious noble descent.




The price of gilded slavery became immediate for the newly established Madame du Barry. She was installed in a set of luxurious rooms above the king’s offices, but it was a lonely existence. She could not be officially presented to the court and few of the king’s fawners made any discernible effort to associate with her. Her infamous commoner origins and past indiscretions tainted her palace existence. She was reportedly disliked intensely by Marie-Antoinette, the wife of successor Louis XVI.




Unlike her storied predecessor Madame de Pompadour, she exhibited little interest towards political affairs. She devoted enormous energy towards her appearance and cultivating extravagant tastes. She was constantly in debt despite a huge monthly income allocated to her by the king.




The declining years of Louis XV were dominated by his obsession with death and repentance. On April 26, 1774, he left for the Petit Trianon with Madame du Barry and several nobles from his entourage. The trip was intended as a hunting expedition, but he began feeling ill. Six physicians and six surgeons attended him. They bled him three separate times without effect. 




Red eruption began to appear on his skin that was diagnosed as smallpox. There remained optimism for his survival since he had already contracted the disease previously. Over the next week, his condition worsened and he died ravaged by the outbreaks on May 10, 1774.




His most famous remark After us…the deluge would be taken out of context to represent his prediction towards the future of France following his death. The comment was actually made concerning the arrival of Halley’s Comet twenty years earlier. At the time, commonly held church beliefs stressed that the comet preceded the Great Flood during Noah’s era. His remark was a flippant jest. Halley’s Comet would pass the earth in April 1759 two years following its prediction. No flooding would accompany the event.




The fortunes of Louis XVI, Marie-Antoinette and Madame du Barry would become well documented following the king’s death. Louis XVI would enjoy over two decades of rule before the French Revolution resulted in his abdication and execution.




Madame du Barry would be exiled by Louis XVI at the instigation of Marie-Antoinette to the Abbey du Pont-aux-Dames located on the Marne River. Two years later she purchased property and moved to the Louveciennes, a western suburb of Paris between Versailles and Saint-Germain-en-Laye.




She entered into two relationships during the following years. One was with Louis Hercule Timoleon de Cosse-Brissac. As the French Revolution bloodied the aristocratic landscape, Brissac was captured while visiting Paris and slaughtered by a mob. A drunken crowd approached her chateau and tossed a blood stained cloth below her window. It was wrapped around the severed head of Brissac.




Du Barry had kept her domestic household intact including her personal Bengali servant Zamor. He had been her faithful attendant since her palace residence and they had cultivated a perceived long-standing trust.




He became intimately involved during 1792 with the radical Jacobin club. Upon discovering his allegiance, she dismissed him with three days notice.




He immediately traveled to Paris to denounce her before the Revolutionary Tribunal. He accused her of financially assisting aristocrats fleeing France from persecution. In 1793, she would be arrested and charged with treason. She had no allies to save her and no public support to spare her. She was condemned to death.




She could not understand why that she had been singled out for punishment. She screamed for mercy and begged help from the unsympathetic and frothing spectators. She collapsed on her walk en route. Assisted to the elevated podium, she was dispatched, simply another victim of mob frenzy.


The First American Foreign Diplomat

Benjamin Franklin’s Residences:

Hotel Valentinois (Demolished): 62-70 rue Raynouard, 75016 Paris

26 rue de Penthievre (Demolished):, 75008 Paris

Madame Helvetius Salon (Demolished):

59 rue D'Auteil, 75016 Paris


Benjamin Franklin did more to further the cause of American independence within France than any other personality, document or self-motivated treaty. He sailed for Paris months following his signing of the Declaration of Independence. The 70-year-old’s mission was unclear to many upon his arrival. Some observers speculated that he’d landed to retire in Switzerland with his immense fortune. Recently widowed, he had left his three children behind in Philadelphia.


The British considered him a dangerous rebel and would later regret not intercepting his ship in the Atlantic and hanging him or tossing his body overboard. He was the most renowned American then known in the world for his scientific research and published works. He was greeted enthusiastically in France upon his arrival.


Franklin’s true intention was to attract foreign nations and partners to assist in the American rebellion. France was the highest priority on that list due to their centuries long animosity towards England.


The average French citizen knew little about the American colonies and shared only marginal interest in their significance. Franklin was not any average American. He was well versed in the contemporary Enlightenment ideals of Voltaire and Rousseau. He leveraged his recognition to gain admittance into some of the most prestigious literary and philosophical salons within Paris.


His acceptance was not immediate. He spoke poor French
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