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      To the ones whose path to what they desire wasn’t the common one. It’s okay, get yours!

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            ABOUT THE SERIES

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Front Lines to Home Fronts

      

      

      They’ve traded combat zones for small towns—but they’re still wired for intensity. 

      This instalove romance series follows ex-military heroes and heroines starting over across the country, taking on all kinds of jobs and building lives rooted in loyalty, grit, and purpose.

      The men don’t fall slowly. They fall first—and when they do, it’s intense, consuming, and impossible to walk away from. 

      Fast love. Alpha devotion. Emotional fire. 

      Expect raw emotion, fierce devotion, and heat that flares fast and burns deep. The women they fall for are strong, real, and unforgettable—including curvy heroines who are wanted, worshipped, and claimed without any hesitation. 

      These men love hard and protect harder. The moment she enters their world, she becomes their priority, their weakness, their forever.

      

      Each book is a standalone—new couple, new professions—with threads of found family woven throughout. You’ll see familiar faces, meet new ones, and jump in anywhere—no reading order required. 

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            BLURB

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        One night lit the fuse—now neither of them can walk away from the fire.

      

      

       

      Vance Ortega has spent years operating on grit, instinct, and the fierce determination of a single father. The former spec-ops soldier can face down any threat… except the one now looming over his small-town life. His deceased wife’s parents have suddenly decided they want custody of his daughter, and they have the lawyers—and money—to make it a fight he might not win.

      Then she strides back into his world. His unforgettable one night stand, into the bakery where he was with his daughter and her babysitter. His one night stand was the babysitter’s older sister.

      Elin Dotson, smokejumper and guardian to her almost high school graduate sister, has survived more flames than most. But nothing prepared her for seeing Vance again—the man she shared one searing, unforgettable night with months ago. A night neither of them expected, and both of them still feel under their skin.

      Vance doesn’t believe in coincidences, but he does believe in second chances—and for the first time in years—aside for his one night stand, he feels something other than grief. Something fierce. Something alive.

      With custody on the line, Elin's protective instincts ignite as fiercely as Vance's. Two guardians—one fighting for his daughter, one for her sister—collide in a blaze of loyalty, passion, and unexpected family.

      But Vance’s in-laws won’t back down.

      Elin's not a pushover like they'd mistakenly thought.

      And together, they’ll have to decide if one extraordinary night can become forever…

      before the people who want to break them apart strike again.

       

       

      This short read is MF with a guaranteed HEA.

      Tropes for One Night & Heated Hearts include — Ex-military, Small Town, He Falls First, One Night Stand, Single Dad, Smokejumper
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      Hallelujah Crossing, TN

      The bar, June Bug’s, wasn’t his usual haunt. Typically, on the rare occasions when he went out to the bar Vance Ortega ended up at ZoZo’s. Tonight wasn’t that night because he would be recognized and he didn’t feel as if he had it in him to make small talk. Heck, he was in a different state and had even secured a hotel room up here, knowing his daughter was in safe hands with Nia Harris and Gregory Bauer who were a couple and about to get married if that man had his way.

      Normally his daughter was watched by Sandy Dotson but she was just eighteen and he hadn’t wanted that to be her responsibility when she had school in the morning as well and this trip had been more than one day. Thankfully, Nia and Gregory were his friends and hadn’t hesitated to take her. His daughter Karla was in love with Nia’s son Amon and was always happy to be in that house.

      He was in a bar over two hours away, a hotel up the street, nursing his third whiskey. The atmosphere was loud and festive. Christmas was coming sooner rather than later and it was freaking cold outside, but in here, hot.

      Women wore skimpy outfits as they shook their ass on the floor and flirted with men to get more drinks. Men bought them, wanting a hookup. Outside, the wind slammed into the building and there would be frost tonight.

      The door opened and four more people stumbled in, two men and two women.

      Vance nearly dropped his drink when his gaze landed on one of the women. Smooth dark skin, a body made to sin that had been poured into tight dark jeans with a hole on the upper left inner thigh. It made him long to tip his head and see if he could see anything up there. A dark charcoal gray sweatshirt with blue writing on it covered the full breasts he needed in his hands.

      A low possessive growl escaped his throat as he gripped his drink harder when one of the men with her, popped his woman on the ass.

      I don’t fucking know her name but as sure as I’m sitting here, that woman will be mine.

      It didn’t make sense to him. He’d married his childhood sweetheart and had a child with her. Been devastated when she’d died making him a single father. But during all his years with Catherine, never once had this feeling hit him.

      He tossed back his drink and slammed the glass on the table. Every cell in his body demanded he cross the establishment and yank her into his arms. Her hair was up in a high ponytail and he wanted to let it down to spread all over his pillows.

      “Or wrap my hand in it and pull it as I fuck her from behind. Control her face as I fuck that lush mouth.”

      He didn’t look away as a shot was slid in her direction and without hesitation, she lifted it, rolled it along her jaw to her lips, tipped it back, continued moving the glass along her palm of her hand and flipped it down onto the bar, those damnable lips kicking up in a sexy smirk. The other woman of the four did the same thing, her blonde hair with emerald green streaks that matched her dress, pulled a lot of attention. Not for Vance. All his focus was on the stunning woman with rich melanin skin.

      The men with them said something then went to grab a table. Not to far from him. The women got some drinks and joined the guys, splitting up the bottles and shots. Both men were handsome enough if he gave a fuck, which he didn’t. What he did give a fuck about is who they were to her and did he have to fight them.

      He assumed not as the night went on and women came and perched on the men’s laps. The blonde went to dance and his woman pushed back from the table, fistbumped with the man there who had his arm around a slender brunette, and turned in his direction.

      Her eyes locked on him and he forgot how to breathe. He was unsure of her eye color given the low light and their distance, he wanted her closer
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