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			Book Presentation: The Conscience of a Libertarian by Wayne Allyn Root

			Book Abstract

			The Conscience of a Libertarian is Root’s criticism of big government and describes how both Republican and Democratic politicians have betrayed small business owners in America. Small business is the economic engine of the country and creates 75% of all new non-government jobs, but politicians choose to kill the golden goose by punishing hard work and success through excessive taxes, which discourage the growth of business and the incentive to invest. For this reason, more Americans than ever are ready for a third-party solution. A revolution is brewing and the Libertarian Party is poised to respond.

			Root’s book is written as a Libertarian proposal for a new government system that is based on a dramatic reduction of taxes, a power transfer from the federal government to the states, and the elimination of most government spending.

			About the Author

			Wayne Allyn Root was the 2008 Libertarian Party Vice Presidential nominee and is the leading contender for the Libertarian Presidential nomination in 2012. He is a self-described “S.O.B. (son of a butcher), small businessman, best-selling author, home-school father, citizen politician and unabashed capitalist evangelist.” Root also happens to be the former classmate of President Barack Obama (Class of 1983, Columbia University). A former anchorman and host for Financial News Network (now CNBC), Root is a frequent guest on FOX News Channel and FOX Business Network, as well as host of his own political talk radio show, “W.A.R: The Wayne Allyn Root Show” in New York, Los Angeles and Chicago.

		


		
			Summary of The Conscience of a Libertarian (Wayne Allyn Root)

			The Journey Begins with Goldwater

			Before running for president in 1964, Republican Barry Goldwater wrote the bestselling book, The Conscience of a Conservative. Although it was written almost 50 years ago, the book is loaded with political wisdom and common sense for the ages. Today, we still face the same problems of rampant government growth and spending. The difference is that we don’t have another 50 years to argue that things need to change.

			Just as Goldwater was disappointed with the spending of the Republican Party in his day, the George W. Bush administration oversaw a doubling of spending and a dramatic increase in corporate welfare and entitlement programs. Just as Goldwater decried the impossibility of promised tax cuts by Republicans due to increased spending, Bush dramatically cut taxes but let spending grow unchecked, resulting in giant budget deficits. And just as Goldwater warned against an even worse Democratic Party, there is no telling the amount of pain we will all experience as a result of the Obama administration’s record spending and tax increases.

			The Solution

			Where is all this spending going? The federal government has seen fit to move itself into every field in which it believes its services are needed. Our founding fathers never intended for government to be this involved in our lives and as Goldwater suggested half a century ago, the Constitution they wrote is the tool whose main purpose is to limit the functions of government. The only way to curtail spending substantially is to eliminate the programs on which excess spending is consumed. We spend billions annually on things such as education and public housing despite the fact that the Constitution doesn’t mention anything about the federal government having a role in either.

			The solution today is the same as it was in Goldwater’s day. The 10th Amendment is not a general assumption, but a prohibitory rule of law. States have a right to act in areas reserved to them. Issues such as taxes, educational spending, abortion, and gay marriage are, frankly, none of the federal government’s business.

			Big and Bigger, Dumb and Dumber

			Why are people leaving the GOP in such large numbers? Because Republican leaders are no longer practicing the conservative policies of smaller government and fiscal restraint. In the Bush administration alone, the GOP has supported an unprecedented expansion of government, violated the civil liberties of law-abiding American citizens with warrantless wiretaps, invaded the rights of what Americans can do in their homes, and forced the will of the government on personal and social issues such as the right to die. Today’s GOP stands for nothing more than loyal opposition to the Democratic Party.

			It’s no surprise that the people leaving the GOP aren’t running over to the Democratic Party. They are worse. Obama will bankrupt America even sooner than Bush or McCain by handing the government checkbook to his friends: lawyers, lobbyists, radical environmentalists, obstructionist teachers’ unions, greedy government employee unions, and entitlement program addicts.

			Over the past few decades, the differences between the two major parties have all but disappeared. Yes, the GOP is more supportive of economic freedom, small businesses, and lower tax rates than Democrats, but only a little bit more. And this slight difference is on the economic side. When it comes to issues of personal freedom and what we do in our bedrooms, the GOP is more supportive of Big Brother invasion than even Democrats.

			When Election Day comes around, it doesn’t have to be the lesser of these two evils. There is an alternative for Americans who have caught on to the fact that both parties are no longer representing their needs. The Libertarian Party offers a whole new world of political possibilities. While the true function of the Republican and Democratic parties are to protect their own vested interests, the true function of the Libertarian Party is to protect the interest of the taxpayer and small business owner.

			Battered Voter Syndrome

			Battered spouse syndrome is when a person who lacks self-esteem and/or confidence chooses to stay in a disastrous, depressing, dangerous, and even deadly relationship. In many case, the more loyalty they show their abuser, the worse the abuse gets. This is what is happening to the American voter.

			Battered Republicans are presented with candidates who portray themselves as Libertarian conservatives standing for free markets, smaller government, lower spending, lower taxes, and more freedom. But once elected, they govern very differently than promised. Many times they use the fear factor of a big spending Democrat to gain office then turn around and do just what they claimed to be protecting voters from.

			Battered Democrats promise a responsible government that will help the little guy, but then give us politicians that are beholden to lobbyists, unions, and big business at the expense of the small business owner and the working taxpayer. Eliminating secret ballots in labor votes, raising capital gains taxes, and hiring an endless number of government employees is not looking out for the little guy.

			It is no wonder we’re on the wrong track. We’ve been voting for the wrong people. The Libertarian Party promises to end the abuse of voters and offer a fair and honest relationship with government. Libertarians have shown their loyalty to American voters by consistently opposing corporate welfare, union payoffs, and big government. The Libertarian Party doesn’t batter voters, it betters them.

			The Citizen Revolution

			There is a political revolution brewing in response to the failure of the two-party system because most Americans are fiscally conservative but socially moderate and tolerant. This revolution consists of small business owners, entrepreneurs, parents looking for more control over their child’s education choice, online gaming enthusiasts, conservatives, gun rights enthusiasts, locally elected officials, and young voters. In 2006 and 2008, voters attempted to usher in different politicians because they wanted change, but they have come to realize that neither the Democrats nor the Republicans can offer them the change they really want. Because of this, more Americans than ever are open to voting for a credible, common-sense third party candidate. Up until now, the Libertarian Party has done a poor job of reaching those voters with its message, but this is changing.

			State Power Done Right

			While states can be just as intolerable as the federal government, they are closer to the people and deal with a smaller population when deciding which solutions will work. State governments are often where reform begins because they are willing to try out solutions that the feds would never consider. Take the example of Nevada, a state that has been No. 1 in America in virtually every economic category possible for the past quarter of a century. Nevada allows its citizens to be individuals and encourages freedom. Nevada has zero state income tax, zero business income tax, and zero inheritance tax. Its property taxes are limited by law to a 3% increase per year and the state has put into law a restriction that states a tax increase can only be passed with a supermajority (two-thirds or more) of its state legislature. This is why efforts by organizations such as the Nevada Teachers Union to raise taxes for education have failed.

			Because of this, Nevadans have more freedom to start businesses, educate their children, and prosper. And while the state is not immune to the current bad economy, Nevada is poised to recover from it more powerfully than any other state.

			State Power Done Wrong

			The federal government is moving in the same direction as the state of California, which is arguably the most liberal, big spending, big government state in America and is now in an economic apocalypse so grave that even bankruptcy experts can’t find the words to describe it. Just since 2003, spending has increased a staggering 40%.

			Having the second highest income tax in the country is only the beginning of the fiscally irresponsible leadership of California. It is a haven for trial lawyers who run business owners (and the taxes they would pay and the people they would employ) out of the state due to litigation. It is a haven for illegal immigrants, for whom the state spends almost $200 million a year for free college tuition. California Dreaming has turned into a nightmare because of its spending addiction.

			Despite these clear facts, the country is running to embrace the California model.

			The Next President

			The media has a preconceived stereotype of who should be president. If you don’t meet it, they write you off, disregard you, and ignore you. However, these stereotypical candidates have very little in common with the type of person who should be in the Oval Office: a small business owner. The president should be someone who has all the same worries of a typical American voter and taxpayer and the executive experience of an entrepreneur and business owner.

			The epicenter of the 21st Century American economy is still small business. It is single-handedly responsible for the growth of America and this is repeated across the globe. However, we continue to elect lawyers who never ran a business in their lives or career politicians who have never had to sacrifice

			
			
			The Taxpayers Union

			
			
			The Ultimate Spending Solution

			
			
			Eliminating Federal Taxes and the IRS

			
			
			
			
			Additional Tax Reform

			
			
			Fixing Washington D.C.

			
			
			
					Limit Congressional Representation to no more than 100,000 citizens per legislator, allowing them to be more responsive to their constituents.

					Make the position of Congressman a part-time job to reduce the amount of damage they can do.

					Limit Congress to two sessions of two months each year, which would dramatically limit the role of federal government in our lives.

					Pay members of Congress well to attract more CEO-types and make it so politicians do not feel desperate to sell out their constituents in order to support their families.

					Instead of two years, expand terms in the House to six years, like the Senate, so they do not have to raise money 24/7 from the first moment they are elected.

					Modernize meetings to make it unnecessary for taxpayer spending on traveling back and forth to D.C. for each meeting.

			

			Voting Reform

			
			
			
			The Libertarian Way

			
			
					Eliminating the power of employee unions.

					Destroying the Federal Reserve by returning to the gold standard.

					Instituting a government-wide freeze on any additional spending until all spending is accounted for.

					End all bailouts and earmarks PERIOD.

					Decrease foreign aid.

					End illegal immigration by controlling and sealing the U.S. borders; raise the quotas for legal immigration for industries that can prove a shortage of workers; and award citizenship to anyone from anywhere in the world (as long as they have no criminal background; terrorism ties; or history of welfare) who will agree to invest a minimum of $250,000 to buy a home or start a business within six months of immigrating to America. This will make us the richest and most desirable nation in the world; solve the foreclosure crisis; create a housing boom; create a business boom; create millions of new jobs; and ease the Social Security crisis (by bringing in millions of new productive business owners and workers who will pay into the Social Security system). Instead of allowing millions of illegals to enter the U.S. who want to expand the welfare state and bankrupt government, this plan encourages educated, skilled, upper middle class immigrants from around the world to emigrate to America.

					Reposition the war on drugs, starting with the legalization of medical marijuana.

					Legalize and tax “sins” such as online gaming and medical marijuana – thereby reducing taxes $250 billion to $300 billion for America’s taxpayers. That’s “the Nevada Model” and it works.

					Institute a routine review of all federal programs.

					Reform Social Security by privatizing some of it and raising the retirement age to 70

					Reform Medicare and Medicaid by morphing it into a health plan based on vouchers, high deductibles based on income, and health savings accounts.

					Give every parent more school choice and support home-schooling.

					Eliminate Affirmative Action.

					Allow Americans to shop for health insurance anywhere in the country, thus bringing the rates down everywhere.

					Reduce the role of lawyers in the healthcare system through tort reform, limitations on damage awards, and instituting the “loser pays rule” (like virtually every other industrialized country).

			

			The Pursuit of Happiness
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