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10 Cloverfield Lane






10 Cloverfield Lane is a 2016 American science fiction psychological thriller film directed by Dan Trachtenberg, produced by J. J. Abrams and Lindsey Weber and written by Josh Campbell, Matthew Stucken and Damien Chazelle. The film stars John Goodman[image: External link], Mary Elizabeth Winstead[image: External link], and John Gallagher, Jr., and is the second film in the Cloverfield franchise. The film was developed from a script titled The Cellar, but under production by Bad Robot, it was turned into a spiritual successor of the 2008 film Cloverfield. The film follows a young woman who, after a car crash, wakes up in an underground bunker with two men who insist that an event has left the surface of Earth uninhabitable.

The film is presented in a third-person narrative, in contrast to its predecessor's found-footage style. It was released in the United States on March 11, 2016, in conventional and IMAX format.[5] The film received positive reviews from critics, with many praising the performances of the cast, as well as the film's tense and suspenseful atmosphere, and grossed $110 million worldwide.



TOP
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 Plot



Following an argument with her fiancé, a woman named Michelle leaves New Orleans. Driving through rural Louisiana[image: External link] that night, she hears radio news reports of blackouts in major cities. Her car is suddenly struck and rolls off the road. She awakes in a concrete room chained to a wall. A man named Howard unlocks the door and says he is going to keep her alive. After she unsuccessfully tries to ambush him, he explains that he saved her life by bringing her to his underground bunker because there has been a massive attack − possibly by Russians, North Koreans[image: External link], or Martians − and everyone is dead. He tells a doubtful Michelle that she cannot leave because the nuclear or chemical fallout will poison the air for one or two years.

Once she is calmer, Howard takes Michelle on a tour of the well-stocked bunker and she meets the other inhabitant, Emmett, who found his way there after seeing a red flash outside. Howard shows Michelle to the hatch and through the window points out two dead pigs, evidence of the contamination outside. Michelle also sees Howard's truck and regains the memory of it forcing her off the road.

During the trio's first dinner together, Michelle incapacitates Howard and steals his keys to the hatch. As she is about to escape, Leslie, Howard's former neighbor − who has many severe skin lesions − appears, begging to be let inside. When Leslie dies, Michelle realizes Howard was right and returns the keys. Howard confesses that he had struck Michelle's car in a panic to get to his bunker, and took her in.

As time passes, the trio begin adapting to life underground, developing a family-like relationship. However, Howard has little tolerance for Emmett and only perceives Michelle as a little girl. Howard opens up about his daughter who is "not with us anymore". When a ventilator fails, Michelle climbs through an air vent to fix it, being the only one small enough. She discovers a second hatch leading outside, padlocked closed and with the word "HELP" scratched on the inside. Michelle and Emmett secretly discuss the inconsistencies in Howard's story, realizing that the "daughter" was actually a local woman known by Emmett who went missing two years prior. They realize that he abducted and murdered her. They secretly begin fashioning a makeshift Hazmat suit to escape the bunker.

Howard discovers several of his tools missing and interrogates Emmett and Michelle, threatening to kill them. Emmett claims that he was trying to make a weapon to get Howard's gun and that Michelle knew nothing. Howard shoots Emmett in the head, killing him, and dissolves the tools in a barrel of perchloric acid. He continues to be protective of Michelle. Howard eventually finds the biohazard suit and becomes angry; Michelle flees, discovering Emmett's body dissolving in the acid. Michelle kicks the barrel over and Howard falls into the liquid, which burns him and ignites an electrical fire. Michelle dons the suit and escapes through the ventilation shaft.

Outside, she finds birds flying and removes the biomask. Looking around, she sees a tentacled biomechanical craft floating in the distance and realizes that the attack was actually an alien invasion of Earth. Suddenly, the bunker explodes from the fire, killing Howard and drawing the craft's attention. Michelle is stalked by an alien creature and after the craft releases a green gas, she is forced to put the biomask back on. She takes shelter in Howard's truck but the craft’s tentacles pick it up and attempt to consume her. Finding the components for a Molotov cocktail, she throws it into the maw of the craft and it explodes, dropping the truck.

Michelle recovers keys from Leslie's body and drives away in Leslie's car, knocking over a mailbox labelled "10 Cloverfield.” On the radio she hears of successful human resistance efforts, with the eastern coast of North America having been liberated. Survivors are instructed to evacuate north while those able to aid the fight are directed to Houston. Being at a crossroads, Michelle decides to head for Houston, where lights are moving above the city and larger craft loom nearby.
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 Cast




	Mary Elizabeth Winstead[image: External link] as Michelle[6]

	John Goodman[image: External link] as Howard Stambler[7]

	John Gallagher, Jr. as Emmett DeWitt

	Bradley Cooper as Ben (voice)[8]

	Suzanne Cryer[image: External link] as Leslie
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10 Cloverfield Lane originated from an "ultra low budget" spec script penned by Josh Campbell and Matt Stuecken, titled The Cellar.[9][10] The Tracking Board included the script in "The Hit List" of 2012[10] – an annually published list of spec scripts written within the year that have impressed its voting members.[11] In 2012, Paramount Pictures bought the script and commenced further development under Bad Robot Productions for Insurge Pictures, Paramount's specialty label for films with a micro-budget. When Bad Robot became involved, the film was assigned the codename Valencia to keep exact details of the production a secret.[12]

Damien Chazelle was brought in to rewrite Campbell and Stuecken's draft and direct the film. Chazelle dropped out from directing when his Whiplash project received funding.[6] On April 3, 2014, it was reported production for Valencia was greenlit to begin in the fall of 2014, under the direction of Dan Trachtenberg with the latest draft being written by Dan Casey.[13] A budget of about $5 million was reported to be expected, in keeping with the mandate of Paramount's Insurge division of producing micro-budgeted films.[14]

On July 8, 2014, Variety reported John Goodman[image: External link] was in negotiations to star in the film.[15] On August 25, 2014, they reported Mary Elizabeth Winstead[image: External link] had entered negotiations,[16] and on September 22, 2014, John Gallagher, Jr. reportedly joined the cast.[17]

During production, the filmmakers noticed core similarities to Cloverfield,[18] and decided to make the picture what Abrams calls "a blood relative" or "spiritual successor" of that film.[19][20] "The spirit of it, the genre of it, the heart of it, the fear factor, the comedy factor, the weirdness factor, there were so many elements that felt like the DNA of this story were of the same place that Cloverfield was born out of," said Abrams. In other interviews he explained: "Those characters and that monster [from Cloverfield] are not in this movie, but there are other characters and other monsters,"[20] and "This movie is very purposefully not called Cloverfield 2, because it's not Cloverfield 2, [...] So if you're approaching it as a literal sequel, you'll be surprised to see what this movie is. But while it's not what you might expect from a movie that has the name Cloverfield in it, I think you'll find that you'll understand the connection when you see the whole thing."[21][22][23] Winstead and Gallagher mentioned that during production they were aware that the film had thematic similarities to Cloverfield, but did not learn that there would be an official connection until they were informed of the chosen title, only a few days before the release of the trailer.[24] Abrams came up with the title after finishing Star Wars: The Force Awakens.[25][26]

In a March 2015 interview, a few months after production wrapped, Winstead was asked about her experience during Valencia and described it as a "really contained film", reiterating the premise of The Cellar about a woman being trapped with her mysterious savior in a supposed post-nuclear fallout world.[27] Later in the month, Insurge Pictures was reported to have been dismantled and its staff absorbed by its parent company. Insurge's only film that had yet to be released was reported to be Valencia.[28] Speaking of rewrites that took place during production, Winstead called them "nothing that was major".[29]

During an interview with Abrams to promote 10 Cloverfield Lane, he said the creative team behind the original had some ideas on developing Cloverfield 2, but the release of films such as Godzilla and Pacific Rim led them to abandon them as they found the concept of kaiju films played out.[21]
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 Filming



Principal photography on the film began on October 20, 2014 in New Orleans, Louisiana.[30] Filming took place in chronological order on only one set[image: External link].[31] Scenes involving explosions, fire, and smoke were shot in early December 2014 in Hahnville, Louisiana.[32] Filming ended on December 15, 2014.[33]
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 Music



Bear McCreary composed the music for the film.[31] The soundtrack was digitally released on March 11, 2016.[34]
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 Marketing



The film's title was revealed on January 15, 2016 in a trailer attached to 13 Hours: The Secret Soldiers of Benghazi.[19] As with Cloverfield, a viral marketing campaign was used that included elements of an alternate reality game. Bad Robot kick-started the campaign in early February 2016 by updating the Tagruato.jp website[7] used in the original. The campaign revealed backstory information about the character Howard Stambler and his daughter.[35]
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 Release



The film was released in select countries on March 10, 2016, in regular and IMAX[image: External link] theaters, before its official release in North America on March 11, also in conventional and IMAX[image: External link] theaters.[36] Those who attended screenings of the film at AMC IMAX theaters were eligible to receive collectible movie posters, which illustrated the three main characters separately.[37] The film was rated PG-13[image: External link] by the Motion Picture Association of America for "thematic material including frightening sequences of threat with some violence, and brief language".[38]
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10 Cloverfield Lane grossed $72.1 million in the United States and $38.1 million in other territories for a worldwide total of $110.2 million.[4]

In the United States and Canada, the film made $1.8 million from its Thursday night previews at 2,500 theaters,[39][40][41] and $8 million on its first day (including Thursday previews).[42] In its opening weekend, it earned $24.7 million, finishing in second place at the box office behind Zootopia ($51.3 million), which was in its second weekend.[43]

Outside North America, 10 Cloverfield Lane received a staggered release,[44] across 54 countries.[45] It earned $1.5 million in its opening weekend from six international markets with a bulk of it coming from Australia ($1 million).[44] Overall, the top openings were in the United Kingdom and Ireland ($2.2 million), South Korea ($1.7 million), and France ($1.4 million).[46][47]
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 Critical response



10 Cloverfield Lane received positive reviews from critics. On Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], the film has a rating of 90%, based on 269 reviews, with a weighted average score of 7.5/10. The site's critical consensus reads, "Smart, solidly crafted, and palpably tense, 10 Cloverfield Lane makes the most of its confined setting and outstanding cast—and suggests a new frontier for franchise filmmaking."[48] Metacritic gives the film a normalized score of 76 out of 100, based on 43 critics, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[49] Audiences polled by CinemaScore gave the film an average grade of "B–" on an A+ to F scale.[50]

Bill Zwecker of the Chicago Sun-Times gave 10 Cloverfield Lane four stars out of four, commending the film as "continually gripping and extremely engrossing ... [Dan Trachtenberg] helmed this film with artistry, imagination and skillful precision."[51] Jeannette Catsoulis of the New York Times praised the cast's performance and Jeff Cutter's cinematography, while writing: "Sneakily tweaking our fears of terrorism, '10 Cloverfield Lane,' though no more than a kissing cousin to its namesake, is smartly chilling and finally spectacular. A sequel is virtually a given."[52] Alan Scherstuhl of Village Voice also praised the acting and technical aspects, but wrote that the film "is less compelling in terms of character and meaning."[53]

In a mixed review for Slant, Chuck Bowen found a lack of character development between the three leads, and labeled the film's ending as anticlimactic. Bowen also writes: "The film hits its expositional narrative marks and nothing else ... 10 Cloverfield Lane will almost immediately evaporate from the mind, before J.J. Abrams commences in selling you the same thing all over again."[54] Soren Andersen of the Seattle Times, who gave 10 Cloverfield Lane one and half stars out of four, similarly criticized the film's ending, labeling it as "full-bore" and "Too little. Too late."[55] James Verniere of the Boston Herald disapproved of the characters and pacing, and he ultimately described the film as "a crummy, low-rent, intellectually bereft thriller."[56]
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	Association
	Category
	Nominee(s)
	Result
	Ref.



	Bram Stoker Awards
	Superior Achievement in a Screenplay
	Josh Campbell, Damien Chazelle and Matthew Stuecken
	Nominated
	[57]



	Critics' Choice Awards
	Best Sci-Fi/Horror Movie
	10 Cloverfield Lane
	Nominated
	[58]



	Directors Guild of America Awards
	Outstanding Directing – First-Time Feature Film
	Dan Trachtenberg
	Nominated
	[59]



	Empire Awards
	Best Sci-Fi/Fantasy
	10 Cloverfield Lane
	Nominated
	[60]



	Fangoria Chainsaw Awards
	Best Film
	10 Cloverfield Lane
	Nominated
	[61]



	Best Actor
	John Goodman[image: External link]
	Won



	Golden Tomato Awards[image: External link]
	Best Sci-Fi/Fantasy Movie 2016
	10 Cloverfield Lane
	2nd Place
	[62]



	Hollywood Music in Media Awards
	Best Original Score – Sci-Fi/Fantasy Film
	Bear McCreary
	Nominated
	[63]

[64]



	IndieWire Critics Poll
	Best Supporting Actor
	John Goodman
	10th Place
	[65]



	Saturn Awards
	Best Thriller Film
	10 Cloverfield Lane
	Pending
	[66]



	Best Actress
	Mary Elizabeth Winstead[image: External link]
	Pending



	Best Supporting Actor
	John Goodman
	Pending



	Best Editing
	Stefan Grube
	Pending



	St. Louis Gateway Film Critics Association
	Best Horror/Science-Fiction Film
	10 Cloverfield Lane
	Nominated
	[67]



	Teen Choice Awards
	Choice Movie: Drama[image: External link]
	10 Cloverfield Lane
	Nominated
	[68]
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 Future



Having originally planned the film as a direct sequel to Cloverfield, Abrams suggested that he has thought of something that if they are lucky enough to get it made "could be really cool that [it] connects some stories" in a third film, even teasing a larger Cloverfield universe.[21][69] Interviews with Trachtenberg and Winstead confirm that the movie is, and always was intended to be, an expansion of the first film, with Trachtenberg calling it the "Cloververse".[70] Winstead has voiced her interest in returning for another installment.[71]

In October 2016, it was revealed that the Abrams-produced God Particle will be the third installment in the Cloverfield franchise.[72]
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Dan Trachtenberg






Dan Trachtenberg is an American filmmaker and podcast[image: External link] host. He directed the 2016 film 10 Cloverfield Lane. Trachtenberg was one of three hosts of The Totally Rad Show[image: External link] and a former co-host of Geekdrome[image: External link]. Both programs were hosted at Revision3[image: External link]. Trachtenberg is also the director of the 2011 short film Portal: No Escape[image: External link], an episode of Black Mirror[image: External link] entitled " Playtest[image: External link]" and the director of various television commercials and public service announcements.
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 Directing



Trachtenberg has directed commercials for Lexus[image: External link], Nike[image: External link], and Coca-Cola[image: External link]. In 2003, he directed the short film Kickin'. In April, 2008, he joined Tight Films,[2] for which he collaborated with Matt Wolf[image: External link] on an alternate reality game for Hellboy II: The Golden Army[image: External link].

He directed the internet show, Ctrl+Alt+Chicken[image: External link].

In March 2011, Trachtenberg released a short film for BlackBoxTV titled More Than You Can Chew, starring J. Kristopher, Skye Marshall and Ian Hamrick. Trachtenberg co-wrote the story with Mark D. Walker.

On August 23, 2011, Trachtenberg released the short film Portal: No Escape[image: External link],[3] based on the video game Portal[image: External link], which garnered over seventeen million views.[4]

On October 13, 2011, /Film announced that Trachtenberg would be directing a science fiction action heist film for Universal Pictures[image: External link] with writer Chris Morgan[image: External link].[5]

In January 2013, iFanboy[image: External link] broke the news that Trachtenberg would direct the film adaptation of Y: The Last Man[image: External link].[6] However, on September 25, 2014, /Film announced that the film had been cancelled.[7]

On April 3, 2014, Ain't It Cool News[image: External link] announced that Trachtenberg would direct a film for Bad Robot Productions titled Valencia, which was later revealed to be a code name for 10 Cloverfield Lane.[8][9] On January 15, 2016, the trailer for 10 Cloverfield Lane was released. Producer J. J. Abrams said about the film, "The idea came up a long time ago during production. We wanted to make it a blood relative of Cloverfield. The idea was developed over time. We wanted to hold back the title for as long as possible."[10]
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	Year
	Title
	Credited as
	Notes



	Writer
	Director
	Executive producer



	2011
	Portal: No Escape[image: External link]
	No
	Yes
	No
	Short film



	2012
	More Than You Can Chew
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Short film



	2016
	10 Cloverfield Lane
	No
	Yes
	No
	Feature film



	Black Mirror[image: External link]
	No
	Yes
	No
	Episode: " Playtest[image: External link]"



	TBA
	Untitled Harry Houdini[image: External link] film
	No
	Yes
	No
	Feature film[11]
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J. J. Abrams






Jeffrey Jacob "J.J." Abrams (born June 27, 1966) is an American film director, producer, screenwriter, and composer. He is known for work in the genres[image: External link] of action[image: External link], drama[image: External link], and science fiction. Abrams wrote and/or produced feature films such as Regarding Henry (1991), Forever Young (1992), Armageddon (1998), Cloverfield (2008), and Star Wars: The Force Awakens (2015).

He created or co-created a number of TV drama series, including Felicity (co-creator, 1998–2003), Alias (creator, 2001–2006), Lost (co-creator, 2004–2010), and Fringe (co-creator, 2008–2013). Abrams won two Emmy Awards[image: External link] for Lost—Outstanding Directing for a Drama Series[image: External link] and Outstanding Drama Series[image: External link].

His directorial film work includes Star Trek (2009) and its sequel Star Trek Into Darkness (2013), Mission: Impossible III (2006), and Super 8 (2011). He also directed and co-wrote Star Wars: The Force Awakens (2015), the first film in the Star Wars[image: External link] sequel trilogy[image: External link] and his highest-grossing film, as well as the third highest-grossing film of all time[image: External link].

Abrams's frequent creative collaborators include producer Bryan Burk[image: External link], actors Greg Grunberg[image: External link] and Simon Pegg[image: External link], writers Alex Kurtzman[image: External link] and Roberto Orci[image: External link], composer Michael Giacchino[image: External link], cinematographers Daniel Mindel[image: External link] and Larry Fong[image: External link], and editors Maryann Brandon[image: External link] and Mary Jo Markey[image: External link].
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 Early life



Abrams was born in New York City and raised in Los Angeles, the son of television producer Gerald W. Abrams[image: External link] (born 1939) and executive producer Carol Ann Abrams[image: External link] (née Kelvin; 1942–2012).[1] His sister is screenwriter Tracy Rosen.[1] He attended Palisades High School[image: External link]. After high school, Abrams planned to go to film school rather than an academic college but eventually enrolled at Sarah Lawrence College[image: External link], following his dad's advice: "it's more important that you go off and learn what to make movies about than how to make movies."[2]
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Abrams's first job in the movie business started at 15 when he wrote the music for Don Dohler[image: External link]'s 1982 film Nightbeast[image: External link]. During his senior year at college, he teamed with Jill Mazursky to write a feature film treatment[image: External link].[3] Purchased by Touchstone Pictures[image: External link], the treatment was the basis for Taking Care of Business, Abrams's first produced film, which starred Charles Grodin[image: External link] and James Belushi[image: External link]. He followed with Regarding Henry, starring Harrison Ford[image: External link], and Forever Young, starring Mel Gibson[image: External link]. He also co-wrote with Mazursky the script for the comedy Gone Fishin' starring Joe Pesci[image: External link] and Danny Glover[image: External link].

In 1994, he was part of the "Propellerheads" with Rob Letterman[image: External link], Loren Soman, and Andy Waisler, a group of Sarah Lawrence alums experimenting with computer animation[image: External link] technology who were contracted by Jeffrey Katzenberg[image: External link] to develop animation for the film Shrek[image: External link].[4] Abrams worked on the screenplay for the 1998 film Armageddon with producer Jerry Bruckheimer[image: External link] and director Michael Bay[image: External link]. That same year, he made his first foray into television with Felicity, which ran for four seasons on The WB Network[image: External link], serving as the series' co-creator (with Matt Reeves[image: External link]) and executive producer. He also composed its opening theme music[image: External link].
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 2000s



Under his production company, Bad Robot, which he founded with Bryan Burk[image: External link] in 2001,[5] Abrams created and executive-produced ABC[image: External link]'s Alias and is co-creator (along with Damon Lindelof[image: External link] and Jeffrey Lieber[image: External link]) and executive producer of Lost. He later co-wrote the teleplay for Lost's third season premiere "A Tale of Two Cities[image: External link]." As with Felicity, Abrams also composed the opening theme music[image: External link] for Alias and Lost. In 2001, Abrams co-wrote and produced the thriller Joy Ride.[6] In 2006, he served as executive producer of What About Brian[image: External link] and Six Degrees[image: External link], also on ABC. Abrams directed and wrote the two-part pilot for Lost and remained active producer for the first half of the season. That same year, he made his feature directorial debut in 2006 with Mission: Impossible III, starring Tom Cruise[image: External link]. Abrams spoke at the TED[image: External link] conference in 2007.[7]

In 2008, Abrams produced the monster movie[image: External link] Cloverfield.[8] In 2009, he directed the science fiction film Star Trek,[9] which he produced with Lost co-creator Damon Lindelof. While it was speculated that they would be writing and producing an adaptation of Stephen King[image: External link]'s The Dark Tower[image: External link] series of novels, they publicly stated in November 2009 that they were no longer looking to take on that project.[10] In 2008, Abrams co-created, executive produced, and co-wrote (along with Roberto Orci[image: External link] and Alex Kurtzman[image: External link]) the FOX[image: External link] science fiction series Fringe, for which he also composed the theme music. He was featured in the 2009 MTV Movie Awards[image: External link] 1980s-style digital short "Cool Guys Don't Look at Explosions[image: External link]", with Andy Samberg[image: External link] and Will Ferrell[image: External link], in which he plays a keyboard solo. NBC[image: External link] picked up Abrams's Undercovers as its first new drama series for the 2010–11 season.[11] However, it was subsequently cancelled by the network in November 2010.

In 2008, it was reported that Abrams purchased the rights to a New York Times article "Mystery on Fifth Avenue" about the renovation of an 8.5 million dollar co-op, a division of property originally owned by E. F. Hutton & Co.[image: External link] and Marjorie Merriweather Post[image: External link], for six figures and was developing a film titled Mystery on Fifth Avenue, with Paramount Pictures and Bad Robot Productions,[12] and comedy writers Maya Forbes and Wally Wolodarsky[image: External link] to write the adaptation. According to the article, a wealthy couple Steven B. Klinsky and Maureen Sherry purchased the apartment in 2003 and live there with their four children. Soon after purchasing the apartment, they hired young architectural designer Eric Clough[image: External link], who devised an elaborately clever "scavenger hunt" built into the apartment that involved dozens of historical figures, a fictional book and a soundtrack, woven throughout the apartment in puzzles, riddles, secret panels, compartments, and hidden codes, without the couple's knowledge. The family didn't discover the embedded mystery until months after moving into the apartment.[13][14] After Abrams purchased the article, Clough left him an encrypted message in the wall tiles of a Christian Louboutin[image: External link] shoe store he designed in West Hollywood.[15]
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 2010s



He wrote and directed the Paramount science fiction thriller Super 8, starring Joel Courtney[image: External link] and Elle Fanning[image: External link], while co-producing with Steven Spielberg[image: External link] and Bryan Burk; it was released on June 10, 2011.[16] Abrams directed the sequel to Star Trek, Star Trek Into Darkness, released in May 2013.[17] On January 25, 2013, The Walt Disney Studios[image: External link] and Lucasfilm[image: External link] officially announced Abrams as director and producer of Star Wars: The Force Awakens, the seventh entry in the Star Wars[image: External link] film saga.[18] Disney/Lucasfilm also announced that Bryan Burk and Bad Robot Productions would produce the feature.[19]

Following the news that he would direct The Force Awakens, speculation arose as to Abrams's future with Paramount Pictures, with whom he had released all of his previously directed feature work, and which had a first-look deal with his Bad Robot Productions. Paramount vice-chairman Rob Moore stated that Abrams will continue to have a hand in the highly successful Star Trek and Mission: Impossible franchises going forward.[20] Abrams directed, produced, and co-wrote the screenplay for, Star Wars: The Force Awakens, working alongside Lawrence Kasdan[image: External link], following the departure of co-writer Michael Arndt[image: External link].[21] Star Wars: The Force Awakens opened in theaters on December 18, 2015. It grossed over $2 billion at the box office, making him the second director to make a $2 billion movie since James Cameron[image: External link]'s Avatar[image: External link].[22][23]

He served as producer of Star Trek Beyond in 2016.

Abrams announced at the 2013 D.I.C.E. Summit[image: External link] that Bad Robot Productions had made a deal with Valve Corporation[image: External link] to produce a film based on either the video game title Portal[image: External link] or Half-Life[image: External link].[24] On September 9, 2013, it was announced that Abrams would release a novel, S.[image: External link], written by Doug Dorst[image: External link]. The book was released on October 29, 2013.[25]
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 Upcoming projects



In 2009, it was reported that Abrams and Bad Robot Productions would produce a film based on the Micronauts[image: External link] toy line.[26][27] As of December 2013, the film hasn't been made, but it is stated that the film is still in production.[28]

In January 2014, during the promotion of the TV series Believe[image: External link], it was reported that Abrams was interested in making film adaptations of Alias, Lost and Felicity.[29]

In November 2015, it was reported that a sixth Mission: Impossible film[image: External link] was in the works and that Abrams was expected to return to produce the film, along Tom Cruise[image: External link], Don Granger[image: External link], David Ellison[image: External link], and Dana Goldberg.[30]

In July 2016, Abrams reported that a fourth Star Trek installment[image: External link] was in the works and that he is confident that Chris Pine[image: External link], Zachary Quinto[image: External link] and Chris Hemsworth[image: External link] will return for the sequel.[31][32] In October 2016, he also revealed that he was producing a film titled God Particle, that would serve as a sequel to 10 Cloverfield Lane.[33]

In March 2017, it was reported that Abrams was working on a new film titled Overlord, a horror film set in World War 2 set to be directed by Julius Avery.[34]
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 Refused projects



In 1989, Abrams met Steven Spielberg[image: External link] at a film festival, where Spielberg spoke about a possible Who Framed Roger Rabbit sequel[image: External link], with Abrams as a possible writer and with Robert Zemeckis[image: External link] as producer.[35] Nothing came up from this project, although Abrams has some storyboards for a Roger Rabbit[image: External link] short.[35]

In July 2002, Abrams wrote a script for a possible fifth Superman[image: External link] film entitled Superman: Flyby[image: External link].[36] Brett Ratner[image: External link] and McG[image: External link] entered into talks to direct,[37] although Abrams tried to get the chance to direct his own script.[38] However, the project was finally cancelled in 2004 and instead Superman Returns[image: External link] was released in 2006.

In November 2009, it was reported that Abrams and Bad Robot Productions were producing, along with Cartoon Network Movies[image: External link], Warner Bros.[image: External link], Frederator Films[image: External link] and Paramount Pictures, a film adaptation[image: External link] of Samurai Jack[image: External link].[39] However, in June 2012, series creator Genndy Tartakovsky[image: External link] stated that the production of the film was scrapped after Abrams' departure from the project to direct Star Trek[image: External link].[40] For this and other reasons, Tartakovsky decided to make a new season[image: External link] instead of a feature film.
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 Personal life



Abrams is married to public relations executive Katie McGrath and has three children.[3][41] He resides in Pacific Palisades, Los Angeles[image: External link], California.[42][43] He is Jewish[image: External link] and his wife is Roman Catholic, and he sometimes takes his children to religious services on Jewish holidays.[44]

Abrams serves on the Creative Council of Represent.Us[image: External link], a nonpartisan[image: External link] anti-corruption organization.[45]
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	Year
	Film
	Director
	Producer
	Writer
	Actor
	Notes



	1982
	Nightbeast[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	Composer

Sound effects



	1990
	Taking Care of Business
	
	
	Yes
	
	



	1991
	Regarding Henry
	
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Delivery Boy

Co-producer



	1992
	Forever Young
	
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Executive producer



	1993
	Six Degrees of Separation[image: External link]
	
	
	
	Yes
	Doug



	1996
	The Pallbearer
	
	Yes
	
	
	



	Diabolique[image: External link]
	
	
	
	Yes
	Video Photographer #2



	1997
	Gone Fishin'
	
	
	Yes
	
	



	1998
	Armageddon
	
	
	Yes
	
	



	1999
	The Suburbans
	
	Yes
	
	Yes
	Rock Journalist



	2001
	Joy Ride
	
	Yes
	Yes
	
	



	2006
	Mission: Impossible III
	Yes
	
	Yes
	
	Feature directorial debut

Also digital artist



	2008
	Cloverfield
	
	Yes
	
	
	



	2009
	Star Trek
	Yes
	Yes
	
	
	



	2010
	Morning Glory
	
	Yes
	
	
	



	2011
	Super 8
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	
	



	Mission: Impossible – Ghost Protocol
	
	Yes
	
	
	



	2013
	Star Trek Into Darkness
	Yes
	Yes
	
	
	



	2014
	Infinitely Polar Bear[image: External link]
	
	Yes
	
	
	Executive producer



	2015
	Mission: Impossible – Rogue Nation
	
	Yes
	
	
	



	Star Wars: The Force Awakens
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Vocal cameo



	2016
	10 Cloverfield Lane
	
	Yes
	
	
	



	Star Trek Beyond
	
	Yes
	
	
	



	2017
	God Particle
	
	Yes
	
	
	Post-production



	Star Wars: The Last Jedi[image: External link]
	
	Yes
	
	
	Post-production; executive producer



	2018
	Mission: Impossible 6
	
	Yes
	
	
	Filming
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	Year
	Title
	Credited as
	Notes



	Writer
	Director
	Executive Producer
	Composer



	1998–2002
	Felicity
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Co-creator; writer (17 episodes), director (2 episodes), theme music co-composer



	2001–2006
	Alias
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Creator; writer (13 episodes), director (3 episodes), theme music composer



	2004–2010
	Lost
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Co-creator; writer (3 episodes), director (2 episodes), theme music composer



	2005
	The Catch
	Yes
	
	Yes
	
	Co-creator; Pilot



	2006–2007
	What About Brian[image: External link]
	
	
	Yes
	
	



	Six Degrees[image: External link]
	
	
	Yes
	
	



	2006
	Jimmy Kimmel Live![image: External link]
	
	Yes
	
	
	Episode guest directed:

"Episode #4.269"



	2007
	The Office[image: External link]
	
	Yes
	
	
	Episode directed:

" Cocktails[image: External link]"



	2008–2013
	Fringe
	Yes
	
	Yes
	Yes
	Co-creator; writer (6 episodes), theme music composer



	2009
	Anatomy of Hope[image: External link]
	
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Pilot



	2010
	Undercovers[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Co-creator; writer (3 episodes), director (1 episode), theme music composer



	2011–2016
	Person of Interest[image: External link]
	
	
	Yes
	Yes
	Theme music composer



	2012
	Alcatraz[image: External link]
	
	
	Yes
	Yes
	Theme music composer



	Shelter
	
	
	Yes
	
	Pilot[46]



	Family Guy[image: External link]
	
	
	
	
	Guest star; episode:

"Ratings Guy[image: External link]"



	2012–2014
	Revolution[image: External link]
	
	
	Yes
	Yes
	Theme music composer



	2013–2014
	Almost Human[image: External link]
	
	
	Yes
	Yes
	Theme music composer



	2014
	Believe[image: External link]
	
	
	Yes
	
	



	2015
	Dead People
	
	
	Yes
	
	Pilot[47]



	2016
	11.22.63[image: External link]
	
	
	Yes
	
	Limited Series[48]



	Roadies[image: External link]
	
	
	Yes
	
	[49]



	2016–present
	Westworld[image: External link]
	
	
	Yes
	
	




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Music videos





	Year
	Program
	Credit
	Notes



	2009
	"Cool Guys Don't Look at Explosions[image: External link]"
	Performer
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	Year
	Title
	Credit
	Notes



	2017
	The Play That Goes Wrong[image: External link]
	Producer
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	Year
	Award
	Category
	Nominated work
	Result



	1999
	Razzie Award[image: External link]
	Worst Screenplay
	Armageddon
	Nominated



	2002
	Emmy Award[image: External link][50]
	Outstanding Writing for a Drama Series
	Alias
	Nominated



	2004
	PGA Award[image: External link]
	Best Drama
	Nominated



	2005
	ASCAP Film and Television Music Awards[image: External link]
	Top TV Series
	Lost
	Won



	Directors Guild of America[image: External link]
	Best Director
	Nominated



	Emmy Award[image: External link][50]
	Outstanding Directing for a Drama Series[image: External link] – Pilot[image: External link]
	Won



	Outstanding Drama Series[image: External link][50]
	Won



	Outstanding Writing for a Drama Series[image: External link] – Pilot[image: External link][50]
	Nominated



	2006
	ASCAP Film and Television Music Awards[image: External link]
	Top TV Series
	Won



	PGA Award[image: External link]
	Best Drama
	Won



	Writers Guild of America[image: External link][51]
	Dramatic Series
	Won



	2007
	Saturn Award[image: External link]
	Best Director
	Mission: Impossible III
	Nominated



	BAFTA Award[image: External link]
	Best International
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	Nominated
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	Best Drama
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	Writers Guild of America[image: External link]
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	Writers Guild of America[image: External link]
	Long Form
	Fringe
	Nominated



	New Series
	Nominated



	2010
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	Lost
	Nominated



	Saturn Award[image: External link]
	Best Director
	Star Trek
	Nominated



	Empire Awards
	Best Director
	Nominated
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	Theatrical Motion Picture
	Nominated



	2012
	Saturn Award[image: External link]
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	Super 8
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	Best Writing
	Nominated



	2013
	PGA Award[image: External link]
	Norman Lear Achievement Award in Television
	
	Won



	2014
	Saturn Award[image: External link]
	Best Director
	Star Trek Into Darkness
	Nominated



	2016
	Best Director
	Star Wars: The Force Awakens
	Nominated



	Best Writing
	Won



	Empire Awards
	Best Director[image: External link]
	Won
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Damien Chazelle






Damien Sayre Chazelle (/Se'zel /[image: External link]; born January 19, 1985) is an American director and screenwriter. After making his directorial debut with the musical Guy and Madeline on a Park Bench (2009), he rose to prominence after writing and directing his second feature film, Whiplash (2014), based on his 2013 short film of the same name. The film premiered at Sundance Film Festival[image: External link] and went on to receive five Academy Award[image: External link] nominations, including Best Picture[image: External link] and Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link].

His 2016 film La La Land received critical and commercial acclaim, winning all 7 of its Golden Globe[image: External link] nominations, including Best Picture – Musical or Comedy[image: External link], Best Director[image: External link] and Best Screenplay[image: External link]. It also received a record-tying 14 Academy Award[image: External link] nominations, winning six including Best Director[image: External link], with Chazelle becoming the youngest person in history to win the category at age 32.[1]
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 Early life



Chazelle was born to a Roman Catholic[image: External link] family[2][3] in Providence, Rhode Island[image: External link]. His mother, Celia (née Martin) Chazelle, is an American-Canadian[image: External link] writer and professor of history at The College of New Jersey[image: External link], who was raised in Calgary, Alberta[image: External link].[4]

His father, Bernard Chazelle[image: External link], is a French-American[image: External link][5] Eugene Higgins Professor of computer science[image: External link] at Princeton University[image: External link], originally from Clamart[image: External link], France[image: External link]. Chazelle has a sister, Anna, who is an actress and circus performer. His maternal grandfather, John Sayre Martin, Jr., is the son of John Sayre Martin, who worked for Paramount Pictures in London, and Eileen Earle, who was a stage actress.[6]

Filmmaking was Chazelle's first love, but he subsequently wanted to be a musician, and struggled to make it as a jazz drummer at Princeton High School[image: External link]. He has said he had an intense music teacher, who was the inspiration for the character of Terence Fletcher in Chazelle's breakout film Whiplash. Unlike the film's protagonist Andrew Neiman, however, Chazelle stated that he knew instinctively he never had the talent to be a great musician, and after high school, pursued filmmaking again.[7] He studied filmmaking in the Visual and Environmental Studies department at Harvard University[image: External link] and graduated in 2007.[8][9]

At Harvard he lived in Currier House[image: External link] as roommates with the composer and frequent collaborator Justin Hurwitz[image: External link].[10]
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 Career



Chazelle's debut as a writer and director was the film Guy and Madeline on a Park Bench. Chazelle has shared screenplay credit with director Ed Gass-Donnelly[image: External link] on The Last Exorcism Part II, 2013. He is also credited as the screenwriter on 2013's Grand Piano, a thriller that has an anxious pianist dealing with a death threat during a concert. Chazelle has stated in interviews that he was working as a 'writer for hire' but had the ambition to direct his own script. Chazelle described Whiplash as a writing reaction to being stuck on another script. 'I just thought, that's not working, let me put it away and write this thing about being a jazz drummer in high school.' He stated he initially did not want to show the script around, as it felt too personal, and "I put it in a drawer."[7]

Whiplash gained interest from producers, but nobody initially wanted to make the film.[11] Chazelle's 85-page script was featured on Black List[image: External link] in 2012 as one of the best unmade films of that year; it was eventually picked up by producers, including Helen Estabrook, who suggested J. K. Simmons[image: External link] for the role of the teacher, Terence Fletcher. A short film, made as proof of concept, was accepted at the Sundance Film Festival[image: External link] 2013; financing was raised for the film, and in 2014 it was released to an overwhelmingly positive critical reaction.[12]

Whiplash won the Sundance Film Festival Short Prize in 2013 as a short[13] and in 2014 the top audience and grand jury awards in the U.S. dramatic competition as a full-length feature film.[14] The film also took the grand prize and the audience award for favorite film at the 40th Deauville American Film Festival[image: External link].[15] On January 15, 2015, Whiplash received 5 Academy Award[image: External link] nominations, including Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link] for Chazelle.[16] It won three of them, Best Supporting Actor[image: External link] for Simmons, Best Achievement in Film Editing[image: External link] and Best Achievement in Sound Mixing[image: External link], on February 22, 2015.

Chazelle co-wrote 10 Cloverfield Lane, which was released on March 11, 2016. Chazelle was brought in by J.J. Abrams[image: External link]' Bad Robot Productions to re-write a draft, with the intention of Chazelle directing. However, Chazelle ultimately chose to direct Whiplash instead.[17] His musical, La La Land, starring Ryan Gosling[image: External link] and Emma Stone[image: External link], opened the Venice International Film Festival[image: External link] on August 31, 2016. It began a limited release in the United States on December 9, 2016, with a wider release on December 16, 2016.[18][19] It has received rave reviews from critics.[20] La La Land was nominated for fourteen awards at the 89th Academy Awards[image: External link] held on February 26, 2017, winning six of them including Best Director[image: External link] making Chazelle the youngest director to win an Academy Award in this category.

Chazelle will reunite with Gosling on First Man, a film from a screenplay by Josh Singer[image: External link] for Universal Pictures[image: External link]. The biopic is based on author James R. Hansen[image: External link]’s work First Man: The Life of Neil A. Armstrong[image: External link], written about the astronaut[image: External link].[21][22] It is scheduled to be released on October 12, 2018.[23]
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Chazelle met Jasmine McGlade at Harvard University[image: External link] and the two married in 2010; the couple divorced in 2014.[24][4] Since 2015 he has been in a relationship with actress Olivia Hamilton, a Princeton University[image: External link] graduate in economics and finance, former McKinsey & Company[image: External link] consultant.[25]
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 Filmography





	Year
	Title
	Director
	Writer
	Producer
	Notes



	2009
	Guy and Madeline on a Park Bench
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Directorial debut

also cinematographer, editor, and soundtrack lyricist



	2013
	Whiplash
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Short film



	The Last Exorcism Part II
	No
	Yes
	No
	Wrote the story and co-wrote with Ed Gass-Donnelly[image: External link]



	Grand Piano
	No
	Yes
	No
	



	2014
	Whiplash
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Based on his short film of the same name

Detroit Film Critics Society Award[image: External link] for Breakthrough Artist

Nominated—AACTA International Award for Best Direction[image: External link]

Nominated—AACTA International Award for Best Screenplay[image: External link]

Nominated—Academy Award for Best Adapted Screenplay[image: External link]

Nominated—BAFTA Award for Best Direction[image: External link]

Nominated—BAFTA Award for Best Original Screenplay[image: External link]

Nominated—Critics' Choice Movie Award for Best Original Screenplay[image: External link]

Nominated—Detroit Film Critics Society Award[image: External link] for Best Director

Nominated—Detroit Film Critics Society Award[image: External link] for Best Screenplay

Nominated—Independent Spirit Award for Best Director[image: External link]

Nominated—London Film Critics' Circle Award for Screenwriter of the Year[image: External link]

Nominated—Satellite Award for Best Director[image: External link]

Nominated—Saturn Award for Best Writing[image: External link]



	2016
	10 Cloverfield Lane
	No
	Yes
	No
	Co-wrote with Josh Campbell and Matt Stuecken



	La La Land
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Academy Award for Best Director[image: External link] [26]

BAFTA Award for Best Direction[image: External link]

Boston Society of Film Critics Award for Best Director[image: External link]

Critics' Choice Movie Award for Best Director[image: External link]

Critics' Choice Movie Award for Best Original Screenplay[image: External link]

Detroit Film Critics Society Award[image: External link] for Best Director

Detroit Film Critics Society Award[image: External link] for Best Screenplay

Directors Guild of America Award for Outstanding Directing – Feature Film[image: External link]

Golden Globe Award for Best Director[image: External link]

Golden Globe Award for Best Screenplay[image: External link]

Nominated—AACTA International Award for Best Direction[image: External link]

Nominated—AACTA International Award for Best Screenplay[image: External link]

Nominated—Academy Award for Best Original Screenplay[image: External link]

Nominated—BAFTA Award for Best Original Screenplay[image: External link]

Nominated—London Film Critics' Circle Award for Director of the Year[image: External link]

Nominated—London Film Critics' Circle Award for Screenwriter of the Year[image: External link]

Nominated—Satellite Award for Best Director[image: External link]

Nominated—Satellite Award for Best Original Screenplay[image: External link]



	2018
	The Claim [27]
	No
	Yes
	No
	



	First Man
	Yes
	No
	No
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Main article: List of awards and nominations received by Damien Chazelle[image: External link]
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Bear McCreary






Bear McCreary (born February 17, 1979) is an American composer and musician living in Los Angeles. He is best known for his work on the reimagined[image: External link] Battlestar Galactica[image: External link] television series and for the TV series Outlander[image: External link] and The Walking Dead[image: External link].

McCreary won an Emmy for his main title of Da Vinci's Demons[image: External link].[1] His most recent Emmy nomination was in 2015 for Outstanding Music Composition for a Series for season one of Outlander[image: External link].[2]
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McCreary was born in Fort Lauderdale, Florida[image: External link], and spent most of his formative years in Bellingham, Washington[image: External link]. He is the son of author Laura Kalpakian[image: External link] and professor Jay McCreary of University of Hawaii. He is of Irish and Armenian[image: External link] descent.

McCreary earned degrees in Composition and Recording Arts from the USC Thornton School of Music[image: External link], and is a classically trained pianist and self-taught accordionist[image: External link].[3] He studied under the renowned film score[image: External link] composer Elmer Bernstein[image: External link] during which time he reconstructed and reorchestrated Bernstein's 1963 score for Kings of the Sun[image: External link]. Their collaboration allowed for the complete score to be available as a soundtrack album for the first time in 40 years.[4]

He has also directed and produced several music videos for his brother Brendan McCreary's band, Young Beautiful in a Hurry.[5]

McCreary is married to singer/songwriter Raya Yarbrough, with whom he worked on the music of Battlestar Galactica, Defiance, Da Vinci's Demons, and several other projects.[6][7] They have a daughter together named Sonatine, after the musical term sonatina[image: External link].[8]
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 Battlestar Galactica and Caprica



Main articles: Music of Battlestar Galactica (reimagining)[image: External link] and Music of Caprica[image: External link]

In 2003, McCreary worked under primary composer Richard Gibbs[image: External link] on the three-hour miniseries[image: External link] which served as a pilot for the reimagined series of Battlestar Galactica[image: External link]. When the show was picked up, Gibbs opted not to devote full time to the regular series' production, and McCreary became the sole composer. He worked on the series until it reached its conclusion in 2009, scoring over 70 episodes. To date, six Battlestar Galactica soundtrack albums have been released, and have garnered a great deal of critical acclaim[9][10] and commercial success. The soundtracks for seasons two[image: External link] and three[image: External link] ranked amongst amazon.com[image: External link]'s Top 30 Music Sales on their first days of release.[4]

McCreary composed for Caprica[image: External link], a prequel series set in the fictional Battlestar Galactica universe. On February 18, 2012, McCreary announced that he would compose the score to the two-hour pilot movie Battlestar Galactica: Blood and Chrome[image: External link].
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 Human Target



Bear provided the score for the series Human Target[image: External link] (based on the comic book of the same name[image: External link]). The pilot episode and main theme score had been recorded with a full orchestra.[11] The series has the distinction of having one of the largest orchestras on television.

The score to the finale of season one, "Christopher Chance," used the largest orchestra ever assembled for episodic television, and he took the opportunity to rerecord the main title theme with a new orchestration with this larger ensemble.

In July 2010, he received his first Emmy nomination for the Human Target main title.[12]

In a post on his blog on July 25, 2010, McCreary announced the new creative leadership brought in for season two had not asked him to return for it, and he would be leaving the series.[13]

[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 The Walking Dead and The Cape



During Comic-Con[image: External link] 2010, Bear McCreary attended panels for AMC[image: External link]'s The Walking Dead[image: External link] and NBC[image: External link]'s The Cape[image: External link] to announce he would be composing the score for both television series.[14][15]
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 Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.



On July 15, 2013, McCreary announced that he will compose the score for ABC[image: External link]'s series Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link][16] On September 4, 2015, McCreary released the official Agents of SHIELD soundtrack publicly.[17]
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 Metalocalypse: The Doomstar Requiem – A Klok Opera



McCreary served as orchestral producer for the rock opera Metalocalypse: The Doomstar Requiem[image: External link] airing on Adult Swim[image: External link] on October 27, 2013. This is a continuation of the Metalocalypse universe following the band Dethklok[image: External link]. The music features a 50-piece orchestra. The soundtrack was released on October 29, 2013.[18]
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 Films



McCreary made his theatrical feature film scoring debut with Step Up 3D[image: External link][19] and has scored several direct-to-video[image: External link] features, including Rest Stop[image: External link], Rest Stop: Don't Look Back[image: External link], and Wrong Turn 2: Dead End[image: External link].

Bear has scored three films with director Joe Lynch[image: External link] (of Wrong Turn 2), the latest being Everly[image: External link] which includes "Silent Night", a duet[image: External link] with his spouse, Raya Yarbrough.[20] McCreary's latest feature film is 10 Cloverfield Lane, released March 11, 2016.
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 Video games



McCreary made an eight-bit rendition of the Dark Void theme, which was, originally, an April fools[image: External link] joke. However, the theme was used for the prequel, Dark Void Zero.[21] He composed all the songs in an eight-bit fashion by connecting the wires on an actual NES[image: External link] console and cartridge to create authenticity.

He arranged James Rolfe's The Angry Video Game Nerd[image: External link] "You're a Mean One, Mr. Grinch[image: External link]" parody "You're a Mean One, Mr. Nerd" for the 2010 Christmas special, with orchestra and eight-bit audio elements.[22]

McCreary also performed with his orchestra band live at Sony's E3 2016 press conference throughout the show and was confirmed to compose the score of the new God of War[image: External link] game.[23]
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	Title
	Album details



	The Music of Battlestar Galactica for Solo Piano
	

	Released: September 13, 2011[24][25]

	Label: BSX

	Format: CD, digital download
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	Title
	Album details



	Rest Stop: Dead Ahead:

Original Motion Picture Soundtrack[image: External link]
	

	Released: November 28, 2006

	Label: Plan R

	Format: CD, digital download







	Wrong Turn 2: Dead End:

Original Motion Picture Soundtrack[image: External link]
	

	Released: September 18, 2007

	Label: La-La Land[image: External link]

	Format: CD







	Rest Stop: Don't Look Back:

Original Motion Picture Soundtrack[image: External link]
	

	Released: October 21, 2008[26]

	Label: La-La Land

	Format: CD, digital download







	Chillerama Presents Zom-B-Movie Soundtrack[image: External link]
	

	Released: November 23, 2011[27]

	Label: BSX

	Format: CD, digital download







	Europa Report:

Original Motion Picture Soundtrack[image: External link]
	

	Released: August 2, 2013[28]

	Label: Sparks and Shadows

	Format: CD, digital download







	Knights of Badassdom:

Original Motion Picture Soundtrack[image: External link]
	

	Released: February 11, 2014[29]

	Label: Sparks and Shadows

	Format: CD, digital download







	Angry Video Game Nerd: The Movie:

Original Motion Picture Soundtrack[image: External link]
	

	Released: September 2, 2014[30]

	Label: Sparks and Shadows

	Format: digital download, Blu-ray







	Everly:

Original Motion Picture Soundtrack[image: External link]
	

	Released: January 20, 2015[31]

	Label: Sparks and Shadows

	Format: CD, digital download







	The Forest:

Original Motion Picture Soundtrack[image: External link]
	

	Released: January 8, 2016[32]

	Label: Sparks and Shadows

	Format: CD, digital download







	The Boy:

Original Motion Picture Soundtrack[image: External link]
	

	Released: January 22, 2016[33]

	Label: Lakeshore Records

	Format: CD, digital download







	10 Cloverfield Lane:

Music from the Motion Picture
	

	Released: March 11, 2016[34]

	Label: Sparks and Shadows

	Format: CD, digital download







	10 Cloverfield Lane:

Music from the Motion Picture
	

	Released: December 7, 2016[35]

	Label: Mondo/Sparks and Shadows

	Format: vinyl
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 Television soundtracks





	Title
	Album details



	Battlestar Galactica:

Original Soundtrack from the Sci Fi Channel Mini Series[image: External link]
	

	Released: March 16, 2004

	Label: La-La Land

	Format: CD

	Credited for 8 tracks







	Battlestar Galactica: Season One:

Original Soundtrack from the Sci Fi Channel Television Series[image: External link]
	

	Released: June 21, 2005

	Label: La-La Land

	Format: CD







	Battlestar Galactica: Season 2:

Original Soundtrack from the Sci Fi Channel Television Series[image: External link]
	

	Released: June 20, 2006

	Label: La-La Land

	Format: CD







	Battlestar Galactica: Season 3:

Original Soundtrack from the Sci Fi Channel Television Series[image: External link]
	

	Released: October 23, 2007

	Label: La-La Land

	Format: CD







	Eureka:

Original Soundtrack from the Sci-Fi Channel Television Series[image: External link]
	

	Released: August 26, 2008[36]

	Label: La-La Land

	Format: CD







	Terminator: The Sarah Connor Chronicles:

Original Television Soundtrack[image: External link]
	

	Released: December 23, 2008[37]

	Label: La-La Land

	Format: CD, digital download







	Caprica:

Original Soundtrack from the Sci Fi Channel Television Pilot Episode[image: External link]
	

	Released: June 16, 2009[38]

	Label: La-La Land

	Format: CD







	Battlestar Galactica: Season 4:

Original Soundtrack from the Syfy Television Series[image: External link]
	

	Released: July 28, 2009

	Label: La-La Land

	Format: CD







	Battlestar Galactica: The Plan and Razor:

Original Soundtrack from the Syfy Special Events[image: External link]
	

	Released: February 23, 2010[39]

	Label: La-La Land

	Format: CD, digital download







	Human Target: Season 1:

Original Television Soundtrack[image: External link]
	

	Released: October 8, 2010[40][41]

	Label: WaterTower[image: External link], La-La Land

	Format: CD, digital download







	The Cape:

Original Television Soundtrack[image: External link]
	

	Released: September 27, 2011[42]

	Label: La-La Land

	Format: CD







	A Very Eureka Christmas:

Original Holiday Soundtrack from the Television Series
	

	Released: November 20, 2012[43]

	Label: Back Lot

	Format: Digital download







	Battlestar Galactica: Blood & Chrome:

Original Soundtrack from the SyFy Special Event[image: External link]
	

	Released: March 12, 2013[44]

	Label: La-La Land

	Format: CD







	Da Vinci's Demons:

Original Television Soundtrack[image: External link]
	

	Released: May 28, 2013[45]

	Label: Sparks and Shadows

	Format: CD, digital download







	Defiance:

Original Television Soundtrack[image: External link]
	

	Released: June 17, 2013[46]

	Label: Sparks and Shadows

	Format: Digital download







	Caprica:

Original Soundtrack to the Syfy Television Series[image: External link]
	

	Released: July 30, 2013[47]

	Label: La-La Land

	Format: CD







	The World of Steam: The Clockwork Heart
	

	Released: November 20, 2013[48]

	Label: Sparks and Shadows

	Format: Digital download







	Black Sails:

A Starz Original Series Soundtrack[image: External link]
	

	Released: January 28, 2014[49]

	Label: Sparks and Shadows

	Format: CD, digital download







	Da Vinci's Demons – Season 2:

Original Television Soundtrack[image: External link]
	

	Released: May 27, 2014[50]

	Label: Sparks and Shadows

	Format: CD, Digital download







	Outlander – The Series:

Original Television Soundtrack, Vol. 1[image: External link]
	

	Released: February 10, 2015[51]

	Label: Madison Gate Records / Sparks and Shadows

	Format: CD, digital download







	Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.:

Original Soundtrack Album[image: External link]
	

	Released: September 4, 2015[52]

	Label: Hollywood Records

	Format: CD, digital download







	Outlander – The Series:

Original Television Soundtrack, Vol. 2[image: External link]
	

	Released: September 25, 2015[53]

	Label: Madison Gate Records / Sparks and Shadows

	Format: CD, digital download







	Da Vinci's Demons – Season 3:

Original Television Soundtrack[image: External link]
	

	Released: November 3, 2015[54]

	Label: Sparks and Shadows

	Format: CD, Digital download







	Outlander – The Series:

Original Television Soundtrack, Season 2[image: External link]
	

	Released: October 28, 2016[55]

	Label: Madison Gate Records / Sparks and Shadows

	Format: CD, digital download
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 Video game soundtracks





	Title
	Album details



	Dark Void:

Original Video Game Score[image: External link]
	

	Released: February 9, 2010[56]

	Label: Sumthing Else

	Format: CD, digital download







	SOCOM 4: U.S. Navy SEALs:

Original Video Game Soundtrack[image: External link]
	

	Released: April 12, 2011[57][58]

	Label: Sony[image: External link], La-La Land

	Format: CD, digital download







	Moon Breakers
	

	Released: June 19, 2012[59]

	Label: Conan the Furky

	Format: Digital download







	Defiance:

Original Video Game Soundtrack[image: External link]
	

	Released: April 2, 2013[60]

	Label: Sparks and Shadows

	Format: Digital download







	Assassin's Creed Syndicate: Jack the Ripper

Original Game Soundtrack – EP[image: External link]
	

	Released: December 15, 2015[61]

	Label: Ubisoft Music

	Format: Digital download
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 Singles





	Title
	Year
	Album



	"Temporal Distortion"[62]
	2012
	N/A



	"You Are My Home"

(featuring Brendan McCreary)[63]
	N/A



	"Da Vinci's Demons"

(Main Title Theme)[64]
	2013
	Da Vinci's Demons: Original Television Soundtrack



	"I Forever"

(Young Beautiful in a Hurry & Bear McCreary)[65]
	N/A
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 Other appearances





	Title
	Year
	Artist(s)
	Album
	Notes



	"Maverick Regeneration"[66]
	2011
	Various artists
	Play For Japan: The Album[image: External link]
	



	"Main Title Theme Song" ( Unkle[image: External link] Remix)[67]
	2013
	The Walking Dead: AMC Original Soundtrack – Vol. 1[image: External link]
	



	N/A
	Dethklok[image: External link]
	Metalocalypse: The Doomstar Requiem – A Klok Opera Soundtrack[image: External link]
	Orchestra
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 Film





	Title
	Year
	Notes



	Rest Stop[image: External link]
	2006
	



	Wrong Turn 2: Dead End[image: External link]
	2007
	



	Rest Stop: Don't Look Back[image: External link]
	2008
	



	Step Up 3D[image: External link]
	2010
	Theatrical film scoring debut



	Chillerama[image: External link]
	2011
	Scored the segment "Zom-B Movie"



	Europa Report[image: External link]
	2013
	



	Knights of Badassdom[image: External link]
	



	Angry Video Game Nerd: The Movie[image: External link]
	2014
	



	Everly[image: External link]
	2014
	



	The Forest[image: External link]
	2016
	



	The Boy[image: External link]
	2016
	



	10 Cloverfield Lane
	2016
	



	Colossal[image: External link]
	2017
	



	Rebel in the Rye[image: External link]
	2017
	



	Animal Crackers[image: External link]
	2017
	



	Happy Death Day[image: External link]
	2017
	




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Television





	Title
	Year
	Notes



	Battlestar Galactica[image: External link]
	2004–2009
	Assistant composer on miniseries; became full time composer of TV series after Richard Gibbs turned down the series



	Eureka[image: External link]
	2007–2012
	Took over from Mutato Muzika[image: External link] starting with the second season of the show in 2007.



	Terminator: The Sarah Connor Chronicles[image: External link]
	2008–2009
	



	Trauma[image: External link]
	2009–2010
	



	Caprica[image: External link]
	



	Human Target[image: External link]
	2010
	Earned his first Emmy nomination for the main title.[68]



	The Walking Dead[image: External link]
	2010–present
	Based on the comic book series. AMC[image: External link] original series.



	The Cape[image: External link]
	2011
	



	Holliston[image: External link]
	2012
	



	Battlestar Galactica: Blood and Chrome[image: External link]
	10 episode web series released on machinima.com[image: External link].



	Metalocalypse: The Doomstar Requiem[image: External link]
	2013
	



	Defiance[image: External link]
	2013–2015
	Syfy[image: External link] original series.



	Da Vinci's Demons[image: External link]
	Starz[image: External link] original series. Won his first Emmy for the main title.[69]



	Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link]
	2013–present
	A continuation of the Marvel Cinematic Universe[image: External link].



	Intruders[image: External link]
	2014
	BBC America[image: External link] series based on the novel by Michael Marshall Smith[image: External link].



	Constantine[image: External link]
	NBC[image: External link] series based on the comic series Hellblazer[image: External link] published by DC Comics[image: External link].



	Black Sails[image: External link]
	2014–17
	Starz original series.



	Outlander[image: External link]
	2014–present
	Starz original series.



	Arrow[image: External link]
	2015
	Uncredited. The CW[image: External link] series based on the Green Arrow[image: External link] published by DC Comics[image: External link]. Episode: "Haunting" featuring Constantine. Music by Blake Neely, but Constantine's theme carries over.



	Damien[image: External link]
	2016
	Composer. A&E[image: External link] series based on The Omen[image: External link] characters.



	Black Mirror[image: External link]
	2016
	Composer. Season Three, "Playtest"



	Chance[image: External link]
	2016
	Composer. Hulu original series.
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 Video games





	Title
	Year



	Dark Void Zero[image: External link]
	2010



	Dark Void[image: External link]



	SOCOM 4: U.S. Navy SEALs[image: External link]
	2011



	Moon Breakers
	2012



	Defiance[image: External link]
	2013



	Assassin's Creed Syndicate: Jack The Ripper
	2015



	God of War[image: External link]
	2018
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 Awards and nominations





	Year
	Award
	Nominated work
	Result



	2009
	ASCAP Film and Television Music Award for Top Television Series[image: External link]
	Eureka[image: External link]
	Won



	2009
	International Film Music Critics Award for Best Original Score for Television[image: External link]
	Caprica[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2009
	International Film Music Critics Award for Best Original Score for Television[image: External link]
	Battlestar Galactica[image: External link]
	Won



	2010
	International Film Music Critics Award for Best Original Score for Television[image: External link]
	Human Target[image: External link]
	Won



	2010
	International Film Music Critics Award for Best Original Score for a Video Game or Interactive Media[image: External link]
	Dark Void[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2010
	Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Main Title Theme Music[image: External link]
	Human Target
	Nominated



	2011
	International Film Music Critics Award for Best Original Score for a Video Game or Interactive Media[image: External link]
	SOCOM 4: U.S. Navy SEALs[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2013
	ASCAP Film and Television Music Award for Top Television Series[image: External link]
	The Walking Dead[image: External link]
	Won



	2013
	International Film Music Critics Award for Best Original Score for Television[image: External link]
	Da Vinci's Demons[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2013
	Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Main Title Theme Music[image: External link]
	Da Vinci's Demons
	Won



	2014
	Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Main Title Theme Music[image: External link]
	Black Sails[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2015
	Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Music Composition for a Series[image: External link]
	Outlander[image: External link]
	Nominated
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	^ "The World of Steam: The Clockwork Heart – EP"[image: External link]. iTunes Store[image: External link]. Retrieved November 21, 2013.

	^ "Black Sails (A Starz Original Series Soundtrack)"[image: External link]. iTunes Store[image: External link]. Retrieved October 3, 2014.

	^ "Da Vinci's Demons – Season 2 (Original Television Soundtrack)"[image: External link]. iTunes Store[image: External link]. Retrieved October 3, 2014.

	^ "Outlander (Original Television Soundtrack), Vol. 1"[image: External link]. iTunes Store[image: External link]. Retrieved February 14, 2015.

	^ "Marvel's Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. (Original Soundtrack Album)"[image: External link]. iTunes Store[image: External link]. Retrieved January 8, 2016.

	^ "Outlander, Vol. 2 (Original Television Soundtrack)"[image: External link]. iTunes Store[image: External link]. Retrieved January 8, 2016.

	^ "Da Vinci's Demons (Original Television Soundtrack from Season 3)"[image: External link]. iTunes Store[image: External link]. Retrieved January 8, 2016.

	^ "Outlander: Season 2 (Original Television Soundtrack) by Bear McCreary on Apple Music"[image: External link]. iTunes. Retrieved 2016-12-11.

	^ "Dark Void (Original Video Game Score)"[image: External link]. iTunes Store[image: External link]. Retrieved November 21, 2013.

	^ "SOCOM 4 (Original Soundtrack)"[image: External link]. iTunes Store[image: External link]. Retrieved November 21, 2013.

	^ "SOCOM 4: Limited Edition (2-CD Set)"[image: External link]. La-La Land Records[image: External link]. Retrieved November 21, 2013.

	^ "Moon Breakers – EP"[image: External link]. iTunes Store[image: External link]. Retrieved November 21, 2013.

	^ "Defiance (Original Video Game Soundtrack)"[image: External link]. iTunes Store[image: External link]. Retrieved November 21, 2013.

	^ "Assassin's Creed Syndicate: Jack the Ripper (Original Game Soundtrack) – EP"[image: External link]. iTunes Store[image: External link]. Retrieved January 8, 2015.

	^ "Temporal Distortion – Single"[image: External link]. Apple Inc. iTunes Store. Retrieved November 21, 2013.

	^ "You Are My Home (feat. Brendan McCreary) – Single"[image: External link]. Apple Inc. iTunes Store. Retrieved June 29, 2014.

	^ "Da Vinci's Demons (Main Title Theme) – Single"[image: External link]. Apple Inc. iTunes Store. Retrieved November 21, 2013.

	^ "I Forever – Single"[image: External link]. Apple Inc. iTunes Store. Retrieved November 21, 2013.

	^ "Play For Japan: The Album"[image: External link]. iTunes Store[image: External link]. Retrieved November 21, 2013.

	^ "The Walking Dead: AMC Original Soundtrack, Vol. 1"[image: External link]. iTunes Store[image: External link]. Retrieved November 21, 2013.

	^ FITZ (April 26, 2011). "Music Review: Bear McCreary – Human Target Soundtrack"[image: External link]. Seattle Post-Intelligencer. Retrieved September 18, 2013.

	^ Variety[image: External link]
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 External links




	Bear McCreary[image: External link] on Internet Movie Database

	Official website[image: External link]

	MAFgest 2016 interview[image: External link]

	Audio Interview[image: External link] on GeeksOn!

	"Of Duduks and Dylan: Negotiating Music and the Aural Space in Battlestar Galactica''[image: External link], by Eftychia Papanikolaou; chapter in Cylons in America: Critical Studies of Battlestar Galactica, edited by Tiffany Potter and C. W. Marshall, 224–236. New York and London: Continuum, 2007.




Categories[image: External link]:

	1979 births[image: External link]

	American accordionists[image: External link]

	American film score composers[image: External link]

	American people of Armenian descent[image: External link]

	American people of Irish descent[image: External link]

	American television composers[image: External link]

	Male television composers[image: External link]

	Living people[image: External link]

	Musicians from Washington (state)[image: External link]

	People from Bellingham, Washington[image: External link]

	Musicians from Fort Lauderdale, Florida[image: External link]

	Thornton School of Music alumni[image: External link]
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Bad Robot Productions






Bad Robot Productions (more commonly known as Bad Robot) is an American[image: External link] film and television production company[image: External link] owned by J. J. Abrams and Bryan Burk[image: External link]. It is responsible for the television series[image: External link] Alias, Lost, Fringe, Person of Interest[image: External link], Revolution[image: External link] and Westworld[image: External link] alongside the feature-length films Cloverfield, Star Trek, Super 8, Star Trek Into Darkness, Mission: Impossible – Ghost Protocol, Mission: Impossible – Rogue Nation, Star Wars: The Force Awakens, 10 Cloverfield Lane and most recently, Star Trek Beyond.
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 History



Bad Robot was originally based at Touchstone Television[image: External link], but was moved by Abrams to Paramount Pictures and Warner Bros. Television[image: External link], after his contract with ABC[image: External link] expired in 2006. Bad Robot produced Lost in association with ABC Studios[image: External link], formerly Touchstone Television. The two companies jointly produced Six Degrees[image: External link] and What About Brian[image: External link].

Abrams is Chairman/Chief Executive Officer[image: External link] of the company. In April 2015, Bad Robot announced that Tommy Harper would become Chief Operating Officer, overseeing daily operations. Harper, who also serves as Executive Producer on Star Wars: The Force Awakens, has worked with Abrams on numerous past film projects. In May 2015, Ben Stephenson[image: External link] left the BBC[image: External link] where he had been head of drama to helm Bad Robot Television. Lindsey Weber leads Bad Robot's feature film division. Bryan Burk[image: External link] serves as Executive Vice President of the company.

The production logo[image: External link] has appeared since 2001, featuring a red rectangular headed robot running through a meadow silhouetted until it appears suddenly in front of the camera, followed by voices provided by two of Abrams's children, Henry and Gracie Abrams, saying "Bad robot!"[1] Although some fans believe that the name comes from a line in the animated film The Iron Giant[image: External link], Abrams told Entertainment Weekly[image: External link] that it simply came to him during a writers' meeting.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In February 2013, it was announced that Bad Robot would be partnering with the Valve Corporation[image: External link] to produce possibly a Half-Life[image: External link] or Portal[image: External link] film in the distant future.[2] In August 2015, Valve released a new beta game mode to Team Fortress 2[image: External link], PASS TIME, which Bad Robot worked on.[3] On July 7, 2016 the PASS TIME game mode became official.[4] Bad Robot released a trailer entitled "Stranger" (otherwise known as S.), rumoured to be Abrams' next film or television project, perhaps even a Lost spin-off, but it was finally explained to be promoting S.[image: External link], Abrams and Doug Dorst[image: External link]'s new novel, as a new trailer for S. was released.[citation needed[image: External link]] In February 2017, it was announced Julius Avery is attached to direct a Paramount coproduction, the World War II film Overlord, from screenwriter Billy Ray[image: External link].[5]

Bad Robot Productions is currently based in Santa Monica[image: External link], California[image: External link],[6] in a building which is incorrectly labeled on purpose as the home of the fictional "National Typewriter Company" because Abrams "likes typewriters — and misdirection."[7]
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 Productions



Bad Robot Productions produces both films and television series.
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 Films





	Year
	Title
	Director
	Notes
	Budget
	Gross



	2001
	Joy Ride
	John Dahl[image: External link]
	Co-production with 20th Century Fox[image: External link] and Regency Enterprises[image: External link].
	$23 million
	$36.6 million



	2008
	Cloverfield
	Matt Reeves[image: External link]
	Co-production with Paramount Pictures.
	$25 million
	$170.8 million



	2009
	Star Trek
	J. J. Abrams
	Co-production with Paramount Pictures and Spyglass Entertainment[image: External link].
	$150 million
	$385.7 million



	2010
	Morning Glory
	Roger Michell[image: External link]
	Co-production with Paramount Pictures.
	$40 million
	$60 million



	2011
	Super 8
	J. J. Abrams
	Co-production with Paramount Pictures and Amblin Entertainment[image: External link].
	$50 million
	$260.1 million



	Mission: Impossible – Ghost Protocol
	Brad Bird[image: External link]
	Co-production with Paramount Pictures, Skydance Productions[image: External link] and Cruise/Wagner Productions[image: External link].
	$145 million
	$694.7 million



	2013
	Star Trek Into Darkness
	J. J. Abrams
	Co-production with Paramount Pictures, Skydance Productions[image: External link] and K/O Paper Products[image: External link].
	$190 million
	$467.4 million



	2015
	Infinitely Polar Bear[image: External link]
	Maya Forbes[image: External link]
	Co-production with Sony Pictures Classics[image: External link], Paper Street Films and Park Pictures.
	$6.7 million
	$1.8 million



	Mission: Impossible – Rogue Nation
	Christopher McQuarrie[image: External link]
	Co-production with Paramount Pictures, Skydance Media[image: External link], Alibaba Pictures[image: External link] and Cruise/Wagner Productions[image: External link].
	$150 million
	$682.7 million



	Star Wars: The Force Awakens
	J. J. Abrams
	Co-production with Lucasfilm Ltd.[image: External link]
	$245 million
	$2.068 billion



	2016
	10 Cloverfield Lane
	Dan Trachtenberg
	Co-production with Paramount Pictures.
	$15 million
	$110.2 million



	Star Trek Beyond
	Justin Lin[image: External link]
	Co-production with Paramount Pictures, Skydance Media[image: External link], Alibaba Pictures[image: External link], Sneaky Shark and Perfect Storm Entertainment.
	$185 million
	$343.5 million



	Upcoming



	2017
	God Particle
	Julius Onah[image: External link]
	Co-production with Paramount Pictures.[8]
	$10 million
	



	2018
	Mission: Impossible 6
	Christopher McQuarrie
	Co-production with Paramount Pictures and Skydance Media[image: External link].
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 Television series





	Year
	Title
	Notes



	2001–06
	Alias
	



	2004–10
	Lost
	



	2005
	The Catch
	Pilot



	2006–07
	What About Brian[image: External link]
	



	2006–07
	Six Degrees[image: External link]
	



	2008–13
	Fringe
	



	2009
	Anatomy of Hope
	Pilot



	2010
	Undercovers
	



	2011–16
	Person of Interest[image: External link]
	



	2012
	Alcatraz[image: External link]
	



	2012
	Shelter
	Pilot[9]



	2012–14
	Revolution[image: External link]
	



	2013–14
	Almost Human[image: External link]
	



	2014
	Believe[image: External link]
	



	2015
	Dead People
	Pilot[10]



	2016
	11.22.63[image: External link]
	Miniseries



	2016
	Moon Shot
	Web series



	2016
	Roadies[image: External link]
	



	2016–
	Westworld[image: External link]
	



	2017–
	Castle Rock[image: External link]
	Web series
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 Shorts





	Year
	Title



	2013
	KRE-O Star Trek
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 Awards and recognition




	Nominations




	2002 Emmy Award Nomination, Outstanding Writing for A Drama Series (Alias )[image: External link][11]

	2005 Emmy Award Nomination, Outstanding Writing for A Drama Series (Lost )[image: External link][12]

	2007 Golden Globe Award Nomination, Best Television Series – Drama (Lost )[image: External link][13]




	Wins




	2005 Emmy Award Winner, Outstanding Drama Series (Lost )[image: External link][14]

	2005 Emmy Award Winner, Outstanding Directing for A Drama Series (Lost )[image: External link][15]

	2006 Golden Globe Award Winner, Best Television Series – Drama (Lost )[image: External link][13]
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Paramount Pictures






Paramount Pictures Corporation (also known as Paramount Pictures and simply Paramount) is an American film studio[image: External link] based in Hollywood[image: External link], California[image: External link], that has been a subsidiary of the American media conglomerate[image: External link] Viacom[image: External link] since 1994. Paramount is the fifth oldest surviving film studio in the world,[2] the second oldest in the United States[image: External link], and the sole member of the "Big Six" film studios[image: External link] still located in the Los Angeles[image: External link] neighborhood of Hollywood. In 1916, film producer Adolph Zukor[image: External link] contracted 22 actors and actresses and honored each with a star on the logo. These fortunate few would become the first "movie stars."[3] In 2014, Paramount Pictures became the first major Hollywood studio to distribute all of its films in digital form only.[4]

Paramount Pictures is a member of the Motion Picture Association of America (MPAA).[5]
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 1911–20: Early history



Main article: Famous Players Film Company[image: External link]

Paramount is the fifth oldest surviving film studio in the world after the French studios Gaumont Film Company[image: External link] (1895) and Pathé[image: External link] (1896), followed by the Nordisk Film[image: External link] company (1906), and Universal Studios[image: External link] (1912).[2] It is the last major film studio[image: External link] still headquartered in the Hollywood[image: External link] district of Los Angeles[image: External link].

Paramount Pictures dates its existence from the 1912 founding date of the Famous Players Film Company[image: External link]. Hungarian-born founder, Adolph Zukor[image: External link], who had been an early investor in nickelodeons[image: External link], saw that movies appealed mainly to working-class immigrants.[6] With partners Daniel Frohman[image: External link] and Charles Frohman[image: External link] he planned to offer feature-length films that would appeal to the middle class by featuring the leading






















































































	Paramount Licensing, Inc.

	Paramount Home Media Distribution[image: External link]

	Paramount Famous Productions[image: External link], direct-to-video









	Paramount Digital Entertainment[image: External link]

	Paramount Pictures International

	Paramount Studio Group – physical studio and post production

	The Studios at Paramount – production facilities & lot

	Paramount on Location – production support facilities throughout North America including New York, Vancouver, and Atlanta

	Worldwide Technical Operations – archives, restoration and preservation programs, the mastering and distribution fulfillment services, on-lot post production facilities management





	Paramount Television[image: External link] (revived in March 2013. Original Paramount Television now CBS Television Studios[image: External link])

	Worldwide Television Distribution

	Paramount Parks & Resorts, licensing and design for parks and resorts[77]

	Paramount Motion Picture Group

	Paramount Pictures

	Viacom Media Networks[image: External link] branded labels:

	MTV Films[image: External link]

	Nickelodeon Movies[image: External link]

	Comedy Central Films[image: External link]





	Paramount Players[image: External link] (June 2017–)

	Insurge Pictures, micro-budget film (March 2015–)[59]

	Paramount Animation[image: External link] (2011–present)[61]

	Paramount Vantage[image: External link][78]





	Republic Pictures[image: External link]





	United International Pictures[image: External link]






	Big Ticket Entertainment[image: External link] (semi-in-name-only since 2006, only shows running is Judge Judy[image: External link] and Hot Bench[image: External link])

	Spelling Television[image: External link] (in-name-only since 2006)

	Viacom Productions[image: External link] (folded into PNT in 2004)

	Wilshire Court Productions (shut down in 2003)

	Paramount Domestic Television[image: External link], now CBS Television Distribution[image: External link]

	Folded Viacom Enterprises in 1995 and Rysher Entertainment[image: External link] and Worldvision Enterprises[image: External link] in 1999

	RTV News, Inc., producer of Real TV[image: External link] and Maximum Exposure[image: External link]





	United Paramount Network (UPN)[image: External link] – formerly a joint venture with United Television[image: External link], now part of the CBS/Time Warner joint venture The CW Television Network[image: External link]

	Paramount Stations Group[image: External link] (now CBS Television Stations[image: External link])

	USA Networks[image: External link] (also including what is now called Syfy[image: External link]) – Paramount owned a stake starting in 1982, 50% owner (with Universal Studios[image: External link]) from 1987 until 1997, when Paramount/Viacom sold their stake to Universal (now part of NBCUniversal[image: External link])

	Paramount International Television (now CBS Studios International[image: External link])





	Paramount Parks[image: External link] (Purchased by Cedar Fair Entertainment Company[image: External link] in 2006)

	DW Studios, LLC[image: External link] (also DW Pictures) – defunct, holding film library and rights, principal officers left to recreate DreamWorks as an independent company

	DW Funding LLC – DreamWorks live-action library (pre-09/16/2005; DW Funding, LLC) sold to Soros Strategic Partners and Dune Entertainment II and purchased back in 2010





	Paramount Theatres Limited - Founded 1930 in the United Kingdom with the opening of a cinema in Manchester[image: External link]. Several Paramount Theatres had opened or had been acquired in the United Kingdom during the 1930s before being sold to the Rank Organisation's[image: External link], Odeon Cinemas[image: External link] chain in 1939.





	Epix[image: External link] – 49,76% owner (with Metro Goldwyn Mayer[image: External link] and Lionsgate[image: External link]) from 2009 until 2017, when Paramount/Viacom and Lionsgate sold their stake to MGM










	The logo began as a somewhat indistinct charcoal rendering of the mountain ringed with superimposed stars. The logo originally had twenty-four stars, as a tribute to the then current system of contracts for actors, since Paramount had twenty-four stars signed at the time.

	In 1951, the logo was redesigned as a matte painting[image: External link] created by Jan Domela[image: External link].

	A newer, more realistic-looking logo debuted in 1953 for Paramount films made in 3D. It was reworked in early-to-mid 1954 for Paramount films made in widescreen[image: External link] process VistaVision[image: External link]. The text VistaVision – Motion Picture High Fidelity was often imposed over the Paramount logo briefly before dissolving into the title sequence[image: External link]. In early 1968, the text "A Paramount Picture/Release" was shortened to "Paramount", and the byline A Gulf+Western Company appeared on the bottom. The logo was given yet another modification in 1974, with the number of stars being reduced to 22, and the Paramount text and Gulf+Western byline appearing in different fonts.

	In September 1975, the logo was simplified in a shade of blue, adopting the modified design of the 1968 print logo, which was in use for many decades afterward.

	The studio launched an entirely new logo in December 1986 with computer-generated imagery[image: External link] of a lake and stars. This version of the Paramount logo was designed by Dario Campanile and animated by Apogee, Inc; for this logo, the stars would move across the screen into the arc shape instead of it being superimposed over the mountain as it was before. An redone version of this logo debuted with South Park: Bigger, Longer & Uncut[image: External link] (released on June 30, 1999).

	In March 2002, an updated logo was introduced in which shooting stars would fall from a night sky to form the arc while the Paramount logo would fly into place between them. An enhanced version of this logo debuted with Iron Man 2[image: External link], released on May 7, 2010. The south col area of Mount Everest[image: External link] became the primary basis. The music is accompanied by Paramount on Parade. This logo is still featured on DVD and Blu-ray releases with Old Viacom[image: External link] Byline.

	On December 16, 2011, an updated logo[84][85][86] was introduced with animation done by Devastudios, Inc.[87] The new logo includes a surrounding mountain range and the sun shining in the background. Michael Giacchino[image: External link] composed the logo's new fanfare.











	Highest-grossing films in North America



	


	Rank
	Title
	Year
	Box office gross



	1
	Titanic[image: External link] ‡ 1
	1997[image: External link]
	$658,672,302



	2
	Transformers: Revenge of the Fallen[image: External link]
	2009[image: External link]
	$402,111,870



	3
	Transformers: Dark of the Moon[image: External link]
	2011[image: External link]
	$352,390,543



	4
	Forrest Gump[image: External link] ‡
	1994[image: External link]
	$330,252,182



	5
	Shrek the Third[image: External link] 2
	2007[image: External link]
	$322,719,944



	6
	Transformers[image: External link]
	2007[image: External link]
	$319,246,193



	7
	Iron Man[image: External link] 3
	2008[image: External link]
	$318,412,101



	8
	Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull[image: External link]
	2008[image: External link]
	$317,101,119



	9
	Iron Man 2[image: External link] 3
	2010[image: External link]
	$312,433,331



	10
	Star Trek[image: External link]
	2009[image: External link]
	$257,730,019



	11
	Raiders of the Lost Ark[image: External link] ‡
	1981[image: External link]
	$248,159,971



	12
	Transformers: Age of Extinction[image: External link]
	2014[image: External link]
	$245,439,076



	13
	Shrek Forever After[image: External link] 2
	2010[image: External link]
	$238,736,787



	14
	Beverly Hills Cop[image: External link]
	1984[image: External link]
	$234,760,478



	15
	War of the Worlds[image: External link]
	2005[image: External link]
	$234,280,354



	16
	Star Trek Into Darkness
	2013[image: External link]
	$228,778,661



	17
	Ghost[image: External link]
	1990[image: External link]
	$217,631,306



	18
	How to Train Your Dragon[image: External link] 2
	2010[image: External link]
	$217,581,231



	19
	Madagascar 3: Europe's Most Wanted[image: External link] 2
	2012[image: External link]
	$216,391,482



	20
	Kung Fu Panda[image: External link] 2
	2008[image: External link]
	$215,434,591



	21
	Mission: Impossible 2[image: External link]
	2000[image: External link]
	$215,409,889



	22
	Mission: Impossible - Ghost Protocol[image: External link]
	2011[image: External link]
	$209,397,903



	23
	World War Z[image: External link]
	2013[image: External link]
	$202,359,711



	24
	Monsters vs. Aliens[image: External link] 2
	2009[image: External link]
	$198,351,526



	25
	Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade[image: External link]
	1989[image: External link]
	$197,171,806





	


	Rank
	Title
	Year
	Box office gross



	1
	Titanic[image: External link] ‡ 1
	1997
	$2,186,772,302



	2
	Transformers: Dark of the Moon[image: External link]
	2011
	$1,123,794,079



	3
	Transformers: Age of Extinction[image: External link]
	2014
	$1,104,054,072



	4
	Transformers: Revenge of the Fallen[image: External link]
	2009
	$836,303,693



	5
	Shrek the Third[image: External link] 2
	2007
	$798,958,162



	6
	Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull[image: External link]
	2008
	$786,636,033



	7
	Shrek Forever After[image: External link] 2
	2010
	$752,600,867



	8
	Madagascar 3: Europe's Most Wanted[image: External link] 2
	2012
	$746,921,274



	9
	Transformers[image: External link]
	2007
	$709,709,780



	10
	Mission: Impossible - Ghost Protocol[image: External link]
	2011
	$694,713,380



	11
	Mission: Impossible - Rogue Nation[image: External link]
	2015
	$682,330,139



	12
	Forrest Gump[image: External link] ‡
	1994
	$677,945,399



	13
	Interstellar[image: External link]
	2014
	$675,120,017



	14
	Kung Fu Panda 2[image: External link] 2
	2011
	$665,692,281



	15
	Kung Fu Panda[image: External link]
	2009
	$631,744,560



	16
	Iron Man 2[image: External link] 3
	2010
	$623,933,331



	17
	Madagascar: Escape 2 Africa[image: External link] 2
	2008
	$603,900,354



	18
	War of the Worlds[image: External link]
	2005
	$591,745,540



	19
	Iron Man[image: External link] 3
	2008
	$585,174,222



	20
	Puss in Boots[image: External link] 2
	2011
	$554,987,477



	21
	Mission: Impossible 2[image: External link]
	2000
	$546,388,105



	22
	World War Z[image: External link]
	2013
	$540,007,876



	23
	Ghost[image: External link]
	1990
	$505,702,588



	24
	How to Train Your Dragon[image: External link] 2
	2010
	$494,878,759



	25
	Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles[image: External link]
	2014
	$493,333,584












	DreamWorks[image: External link]

	List of Paramount executives[image: External link]

	List of television series produced by Paramount Television[image: External link]
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