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Dedication
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For every reader who loves haunted places, brave hearts, dangerous secrets, dark humor, monster battles, and the kind of fear that still leaves room for hope.
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Author Note
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This second book continues the story after The Manor That Never Let Go. Blackstone Manor has fallen, but the curse behind it has not ended. Elena Cross, Dante Vale, Sheriff Nora Pike, and Mrs. Holloway now follow the second black key to Mournmere, a town built beside a lake that sings with stolen voices.

Book Two deepens the series with a haunted lake, a drowned castle, missing children, family secrets, sharp humor, and the darker truth behind the black keys.
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Full Character List
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Elena Cross: A survivor of Blackstone Manor and the emotional center of the series. Elena is brave, practical, and wounded by the disappearance of her uncle Arthur. In Book Two, she learns that leadership does not mean carrying the whole curse alone.

Dante Vale: A former soldier who lost his brother Henry to the Blackstone curse. Dante is protective, tense, and dryly funny, but his growth comes from learning to trust Elena instead of trying to control danger around her.

Sheriff Nora Pike: The sheriff of Raven Hollow. She once inherited silence as a family duty, but now she chooses records, names, and public truth. In Mournmere, she becomes the voice of accountability.

Mrs. Agnes Holloway: An elderly survivor of Blackstone Manor. Sharp, funny, and unexpectedly fierce, Mrs. Holloway uses humor to keep panic away, but her courage comes from old grief she refuses to let the curse use again.

Clara Reed: A teenage girl from Mournmere trying to protect her younger brother Milo. Clara is suspicious of adults because adults have failed her town before. Her love for Milo gives the story much of its family emotion.

Milo Reed: Clara’s little brother. Milo hears the song beneath the lake and draws the drowned castle before anyone sees it rise. His stolen voice becomes the key to defeating the Drowned King.

Abram Thorne: An old fisherman whose family helped keep Mournmere’s rituals quiet. He is guilty, frightened, and useful once he finally stops protecting the lie.

Mayor Elias Voss: The mayor of Mournmere. Polished and selfish, Voss hides missing-child reports and treats fear like bad publicity until the town turns against his silence.

King Leoric, the Drowned King: The villain beneath the lake. Once betrayed and buried with his kingdom, Leoric steals children’s voices to keep his drowned court alive. His tragedy explains him, but it does not excuse him.

Arthur Cross: Elena’s missing uncle. His research and spirit guide Elena, but his final lesson is painful: love must not become a chain that keeps the living from saving others.
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The Lake Sings

Jonas Bell knew the lake's honest sounds: rope creak, gull cry, dock groan, rain ticking on the ferry roof. The song beneath him was not honest. It rose through the planks with the softness of a lullaby and the patience of a hand closing around a throat.

When the water brightened, he saw more than towers. He saw dinner tables set under black water, candles burning inside bubbles, and people seated around a drowned banquet as if they had been waiting for his arrival for decades. One of them lifted a glass and smiled with teeth full of silt.

By dawn, the ferry drifted empty. The town constable wrote accident in his report, then crossed it out when he found Jonas's bell rope tied in a sailor's knot around a child's wooden horse. No child in Mournmere had owned that toy for sixty years.

Jonas Bell had ferried people across Lake Mournmere for forty-two years, and in all that time the lake had never sung to him.

It whispered sometimes, the way deep water whispers against wood. It slapped the hull when storms rolled over the mountains. It groaned in winter under sheets of ice. But singing was new, and new things in Mournmere were usually old things waking up angry.

Jonas tied his ferry in fog so thick it muffled the bell on the pier. He paused with the rope in both hands, listening to a voice so small it could have belonged to a child on the dock.

A girl’s voice sang from below the black water, using the lullaby his dead wife once hummed. Jonas knew that lullaby. His wife had sung it to their daughter before fever took them both. Hearing it now, from under the water, nearly folded him in half.

A sensible man would have run. Jonas had been sensible for most of his life. Unfortunately, grief had a way of putting its hand over sense and telling it to be quiet.

The lake brightened from underneath, revealing towers, bridges, and a throne room swallowed by blue fire. Spires sharpened through the dark. Windows glowed where no window should exist. A bridge curved under the surface, and at its far end, a throne waited beneath chains of green light.

Jonas found wet fingerprints on his coat although no one had touched him. He looked down and saw five small marks across his sleeve, each bead of water shaped like a tear.

The song changed. It became his daughter’s voice. Then his wife’s. Then a crowd of voices, young and old, all asking him to open the second door.

Jonas stepped backward, but the lake rose without a wave. It climbed the dock like a living blanket, wrapped around his boots, and pulled him gently enough to feel like an invitation.

He had time to ring the dock bell once. The sound went nowhere. Fog swallowed it, water answered it, and the castle beneath the lake opened a hundred
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