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Foreword

This collection of essays is drawn together in honor and memory of David Laird Dungan, Professor of Early Christianity Emeritus of the University of Tennessee, Knoxville. Many of the details pertinent to Dungan’s life and academic career have been incorporated into the introductory overview (pp. 3–23). This overview was compiled principally by David’s closest colleagues at the University of Tennessee, under the direction of Charles H. Reynolds, although scholars and friends who have known David in other contexts, including one colleague who shared much of David’s life. Nevertheless, the two of us who have been David’s long-time colleagues and collaborators over several decades, now joined by Samuel Subramanian, have also chosen to set forth here some reflections of our own on the significance of David’s work. We hope that many of these reflections will also serve as a guide to the reader with respect to the form and shape of this collection of essays.

First, and perhaps foremost, we call attention to the fact that the contributors to this volume represent biblical scholarship from five continents (Africa, Asia, Australia, Europe, and North America). This is appropriate, because David was, throughout his life, an opponent of American insularity and a champion of a global community. Whether it be his concerns about human rights, care for the environment, his family background in Asia, or his sharing in the sponsorship of conferences in North America, Europe, and the Middle East, David always maintained a global perspective.

This life-long focus and work reached a high point when Dungan served on a small team of editors for the one-volume International Bible Commentary, which appeared in 1998 and included contributions from scholars around the globe. Furthermore, the editors and contributors to this commentary did not produce it primarily for a European and North American academic audience, but more for the benefit of laypeople, priests, and pastors worldwide. The initial publication of this one-volume commentary in both English and Spanish has now been supplemented with editions in Dutch and Polish, and another edition in English prepared especially for readers in India. Further editions in other languages are currently in various stages of preparation.

Second, we would be remiss if we did not say a word about the close collaborative work David enjoyed in this and other ways with the late William R. Farmer. Of course, most will associate Dungan and Farmer with the twentieth-century renewal of interest, first, in the Griesbach hypothesis and, then, with refinements of that hypothesis with respect to the order and interrelationships of the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew wrote first; Luke wrote second, making use of Matthew and a considerable amount of other non-Matthean source material; and Mark wrote third, blending material drawn from Matthew and Luke with a relatively small amount of other source material). But as important as Dungan’s and Farmer’s work in this area may have been, it represents only part of a larger, more comprehensive agenda they pursued together.

For instance, over a period that spanned more than three decades, these good friends and colleagues rethought the legacy of Gospel scholarship that the academy had inherited from the era dominated by the Bultmann School. Since they were wont to remind people that the Bible was composed, nourished, and transmitted by the church, they sought to nurture critical study of the Gospels not only among well-trained scholars and theologians of the ecumenical church but also among members of the laity. The study of the Bible properly belongs in the church, even more than in the academy. Such a conviction led them in many new directions. Both originally shared a liberal Protestant heritage, but, throughout their careers, they reached out both to Catholic and to other types of Evangelical communities, and to any other community where Gospel scholarship was being carried out in the context of the church’s faith. This legacy serves as a basic presupposition of much of the argumentation in Dungan’s A History of the Synoptic Problem, which was published toward the end of David’s active teaching career. It emerges in other areas as well; for example, in David’s concerns about both the politicization of Gospel scholarship and expressions of anti-Semitism not only in some academic work on the Gospels but also in other activities of the academy, particularly during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

Both Farmer and Dungan were convinced that something important had gone wrong with Gospel scholarship in the last two centuries. Therefore, the fact that advocates of varying perspectives on a variety of critical issues in New Testament study, including some representatives of theories about Gospel origins that differ from the theory held by Dungan and Farmer, have contributed articles to this volume speaks to the interest and eagerness of these colleagues to engage in collegial dialogue.

Contributors and Contributions to This Volume

All of the contributors to this volume have been touched in some way by the wideranging work of David Dungan to bring about renewal in Gospel scholarship. Therefore, although the contributors were given broad latitude by the editors with respect to the content of their essays, it comes as no surprise that these essays often complement and supplement those areas of New Testament research in which Dungan himself had been interested and had provided some major contributions.

After the opening overview of Dungan’s life and scholarly service, provided by several of his closest colleagues, comes a series of essays that deal with the sources of the Gospels and the production and transmission of texts, including the Gospels, in the Greco-Roman World. A second section deals with the interpretation of a variety of sections of the Christian Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles. A third and concluding section contains essays that focus on the continuing theological and ethical relevance of some of the earliest texts issuing from the Christian community.

The first section, “The Synoptic Problem,” opens with the work of co-editor David B. Peabody, Professor of Religion at Nebraska Wesleyan University in Lincoln. It is a study of how several ancient authors, in this case, ancient astronomers, writing in Greek, utilized the work of one or more of their predecessors in composing new, but often quite similar, literary works. By means of his analyses of these works, Peabody demonstrates that the process of blending sources in composing newer literary works occurred well before the dawn of Christianity and that the work of the author of the Gospel of Mark appears to have been the result of a similar method of composition. Building on work done in his doctoral dissertation under the supervision of John S. Kloppenborg at the University of St. Michael’s College in Toronto, Canada, Robert A. Derrenbacker, Jr., Assistant Professor of New Testament Studies at Regent College in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, and a critical reviewer of the Two-Gospel Hypothesis, treats the function of the epitomator in ancient Greco-Roman literature. He notes both similarities and differences between the Hellenistic epitomator and the author of Mark.

The section titled “Jesus, the Gospels, and Acts” opens with an article on “Jesus as a Nαζωρα'̑ɩος” by Adrian Leske, Emeritus Professor of Religious Studies, Concordia University College of Alberta, Canada. Albert Fuchs, University Professor Emeritus of New Testament at the Private Catholic Theological University in Linz, Austria, and a leading advocate of a Deuteromarkus hypothesis, underscores the importance of Minor Agreements in Gospel research. If Matthew and Luke used Mark, Fuchs claims that the text of Mark was not even close to the text of the present Nestle-Aland 27th edition. Next, two exegetical contributions on Matthew highlight the universality of Matthew’s Gospel. Appropriately, these contributors come from lands where Christianity is growing exponentially. Samuel Oyin Abogunrin, Professor of Biblical Studies at the University of Ibadan, Nigeria, a participant at the 1984 conference on the Gospels in Jerusalem and a contributor to the International Bible Commentary, discusses how Matthew is “The Gospel for All Nations.” And a rising young scholar, Johnson Samuel Subramanian, who is a native of India and is currently teaching full-time at Bangor Theological Seminary in Maine, writes on “The Lord’s Prayer in the Gospel of Matthew.” An article by William O. Walker, Jr., the Jennie Farris Railey King Professor Emeritus of Religion at Trinity University in San Antonio, Texas, follows with an analysis of the characters of Mary and Martha in the Gospels of Luke and John as an exercise in source criticism. Finally in this section, two other distinguished scholars present essays in the area of Luke-Acts. Joseph B. Tyson, Professor Emeritus of Religious Studies, Southern Methodist University in Dallas, for years patiently reviewed prepublication drafts of work by the Two-Gospel Hypothesis Research Team. His contribution to this Festschrift in his area of specialization is titled “Luke and the Trial of Jesus: A Special Source?” Jan Lambrecht, S.J., Professor Emeritus of New Testament and Biblical Greek and Former Dean at the Catholic University of Louvain, Belgium, and a distinguished contributor to the International Bible Commentary, analyzes Peter’s speech in Acts 10.

Three essays in the areas of “Canon, Theology, and Ethics” conclude the volume. For reasons already noted, we believe that no collection of essays in honor of David Dungan would be complete without an offering from William R. Farmer. At the time of his death on December 31, 2000, Farmer was Professor Emeritus of New Testament, Perkins School of Theology, Southern Methodist University, Dallas, Texas. His literary remains included an unfinished manuscript of several hundred typewritten pages, which set out the major contours of his biblical theology. For publication here, Allan J. McNicol has edited key extracts from this manuscript, which set forth the essence of the case Farmer was making by the time of his death about what norms the Gospel. Longtime friend of Dungan and participant in the Jerusalem Conference of 1984, Birger Gerhardsson, Professor Emeritus of Exegetical Theology at Lund Univerisity in Sweden, adds to his impressive list of studies on early Christian ethics with his offering here on “Christ and the Ethical Teaching of Early Christianity.” These essays are rounded out by a contribution on human rights by Hans-Hartmut Schröder, an independent scholar–pastor in Germany, and elected member the Studiorum Novi Testamenti Societas, as well as Dungan’s long-time colleague and friend from their days as roommates at McCormick Theological Seminary in Chicago.

In addition to these contributors, it is appropriate here for the editors also to express our deep and sincere gratitude to scholars who provided English translations of two contributions that were originally submitted in German. Specifically, we want to thank both Mark Luckstead, a former graduate assistant at the Austin Graduate School of Theology in Austin, Texas, who provided the translation of Professor Albert Fuchs’s contribution, and to Richard Quinn, Ph.D., who formerly held positions of Associate Professor of English, Executive Assistant to the President of the University, and Vice President for Academic Affairs at Nebraska Wesleyan University in Lincoln, who here translated the letter sent to David Dungan by Hans-Hartmut Schröder. In retirement, Dick Quinn has also served as a translator of a number of German documents that have been preserved among the holdings of the Nebraska State Historical Society and relate to the history of German-speaking immigrants from Russia to Lincoln, Nebraska.

David Dungan does not believe in turning over old bones and examining them merely for their own sake. Rather, he operates more in the tradition of a bomb-throwing provocateur. While the essays in this volume could hardly be styled radical, nevertheless, in the Dungan tradition, they seek to break new ground and not only to add exponentially to our pool of knowledge about early Christianity but also to deepen commitment to the God of the Bible and the historic Christian faith.

Allan J. McNicol

David B. Peabody

J. Samuel Subramanian
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Part I

In Honor of David L. Dungan 


David Laird Dungan’s Life and Work



A Cooperative Essay on a Collaborative Scholar

Charles Reynolds, University of Tennessee, Knoxville, co-coordinator with

David Linge and Ralph Norman, University of Tennessee, Knoxville

David R. Cartlidge, Maryville College, Maryville, Tennessee and

Sean McEvenue, Concordia University, Montreal, Canada

Introduction and Overview

Charles Reynolds

David Laird Dungan was born May 10, 1936 in New Haven, Connecticut, while his parents were home on leave as Presbyterian missionaries assigned to the China Inland Mission (central China). The family had been in China since 1926, although David’s father, Irvine Dungan, first went there alone as a short-term missionary in 1922. From September 1936 to December 1940, the entire family returned to Shanghai despite the growing presence of Japanese forces in north China. But by mid–1940, most of China was under Japanese domination, so David’s parents decided that his father would remain in China to protect mission property, while his mother and their four sons would return home. Mrs. Dungan settled with her sons in Wooster, Ohio, to wait out the war with other missionary families. In 1941, after the United States declared war on Japan following Pearl Harbor, Irvine Dungan, along with other Americans, was arrested by the Japanese and put in a concentration camp near Shanghai.1 He was released in 1943 as part of a prisoner exchange between the American and Japanese governments. The family then moved from Wooster to Berea, Kentucky, where Irvine Dungan became interim head of the Psychology Department at Berea College. Many of David’s perspectives on family, religion, and politics appear grounded in these early childhood experiences and, by his late childhood, were shaped by the culture and mission of Berea College, an institution devoted to providing a liberal arts education to the children of impoverished Appalachian families. Students at Berea had to work in the fields, the shops, and help cook and clean to help pay for their education.

Anyone who knows David realizes that he has always been a dogged worker with stamina and perseverance, regardless of the task at hand. And while seldom a political activist, David has always been an academic activist by trying to undermine any scholarship not grounded in solid evidence, by fostering courses and programs to serve the underserved, promote the common good, and by teaching in ways that demand and promote self-learning by all students. David’s undergraduate students experience his high scholarly expectations and begin, many for the first time, to see their work in his courses as part of a larger scholarly vocation.

James Washington, the first African-American graduate in Religious Studies at the University of Tennessee, once complained to me that David expected him to be a scholar and not just a student. James was always having to rewrite papers (sometimes up to three times) that he submitted to David. But David saw scholarly promise and ability in this student that most other faculty at UT missed. With this demanding encouragement, James Washington eventually went on to get a master’s degree from Harvard and a doctorate from Yale in American Church History. He subsequently joined the faculty at Columbia University where he rose to the rank of Handy Professor of Religion in America, one of the premier positions in this field.2

Those who have known David for some time realize how he can change habitual practices and convictions rather quickly when confronted with a challenging new direction he believes has more merit than he previously thought. In the fall of 1964, during my first semester in the Harvard Graduate Program, I was working evenings at the Divinity School Library and noticed that William R. Farmer, a New Testament scholar with whom I had studied at the Perkins School of Theology, Southern Methodist University, finally published his major history of the debate over the Synoptic Problem. Several students and I had helped Dr. Farmer with some of his research and knew how potentially revolutionary it was. I mentioned Farmer’s book to David the next morning, as some of us were sitting around drinking coffee. David’s response was that he had already heard of him from one of his teachers there, namely, that he was a poor scholar and even something of a lunatic. My response was that I had heard the same thing from my teachers at Perkins, none of whom supported his work, but that my own work with him had convinced me that the Two-Source hypothesis (the priority of Mark + Q) was at least open to serious debate. A few weeks later David told me that he had just finished reading the Farmer book and that he intended to rely on some of Farmer’s results in the dissertation he was then writing. To the best of my recollection, that was the only time David and I discussed those issues as graduate students. Years later, however, I received a letter from Farmer crediting me with doing more to advance New Testament studies than any other student he had taught. The reason he gave was that it was my encouragement that prompted David’s extensive scholarship on the order of the Gospels! I cannot think of a higher accolade that Farmer could have bestowed upon David.

Three events in the 1970s profoundly shaped David’s future as both a teacher and research scholar. One was David’s attendance at a summer workshop at Amherst College, sponsored by the Washington School of Psychiatry. Its focus was on the importance of small group interactions and discussions for facilitating active learning. David soon changed from embodying the traditional models of authority of a professor lecturing in the classroom to that of becoming a facilitator of participatory student learning.3 That is his primary teaching style to this day.

A second event in the mid–1970s was when David first served as the Catholic Biblical Association visiting professor at the Pontifical Biblical Institute at the Gregorian University in downtown Rome. This was David’s first immersion in a Catholic institution as well as that institution’s first Protestant faculty member. It was also David’s first opportunity to teach in depth a course dealing with the Synoptic Problem. Never one simply to teach a theoretical position, David began to see that the standard analytical tools used to examine the Gospels, such as Gospel synopses, unwittingly relied on the Two-Source hypothesis for their arrangement. Therefore, using these synopses to “prove” the correctness of this hypothesis was a totally circular operation. His important essay on “Theory of Synopsis Construction,” which was published in Biblica in 1980, was the fruition of David’s recognition of this circular reasoning.

A third event in the late 1970s that had a major impact on David’s productivity in research and scholarship was his joining with William R. Farmer and the Benedictine monk, Dom John Bernard Orchard, of Ealing Abbey, London, in founding and managing the International Institute for the Renewal of Gospel Studies. The central purpose of this institute was to bring together a small number of scholars who would work to advance the understanding and acceptance of the Two-Gospel (Neo-Griesbach) Hypothesis, as opposed to the Two-Source hypothesis, through research, publications, and special conferences. The first item on its agenda was to convene a small, high-level, international symposium on every aspect of the Synoptic Problem; it would be held in April 1984, in Jerusalem. David agreed to be the secretary of the planning committee. For it to be a success, the institute sponsored or collaborated in no fewer than seven preparatory conferences in the years leading up to it to identify the best scholars to invite to Jerusalem and the key issues to put on the program. The conferences took place between 1976 and 1982 in Great Britain and Europe, at such universities and abbeys as Cambridge, Ampleforth (York), twice; in Tübingen, Münster, and Rome, in conjunction with the annual meeting of the Studiorum Novi Testamenti Societas, and in Dallas. The symposium reports were subsequently edited and published by Peeters of Brussels.

Following the 1984 Jerusalem Symposium, the Research Team of the Institute met three times a year in order to fill two lacunae in the scholarly literature: a volume explaining how Luke was composed on the Two-Gospel Hypothesis, eventually published as Beyond the Q Impasse: Luke’s Use of Matthew in 1996; and a comparable volume explaining how Mark was composed on the same hypothesis, One Gospel from Two: Mark’s Use of Matthew and Luke (2002).

Meanwhile, in 1989, William Farmer and Bernard Orchard began work on a major, one-volume, international commentary on the Bible. Although numerous commentaries presupposing the Two-Source hypothesis had been published, this commentary would be unique in that it would showcase how the Two-Gospel Hypothesis facilitated what its editors considered to be a superior historical and theological understanding of the Bible as a whole. After numerous planning conferences in the United States and abroad, an English version was published by Liturgical Press in 1998. A Spanish version came out a few months later, and, to date, Dutch and Polish editions and a second English edition, prepared especially for readers in India, have appeared with further editions in Arabic, Croatian, French, Italian, Japanese, and Russian still planned.4

While all this was going on, David was writing a lengthy account of the history of the debate over the Synoptic Problem. It appeared in 1999 as part of the Anchor Bible Reference Library under the title A History of the Synoptic Problem: The Canon, the Text, the Composition, and the Interpretation of the Gospels.

When one adds up all of the funds raised by David and his colleagues on behalf of institute projects, including state-of-the-art computer hardware and software for the Research Team, the total for the period 1970 to 2000 surpasses one million dollars! Quite a testimony to the sustained, far-flung, and significant contributions of this relatively small group of scholars to Gospel research.5

Dungan’s Interdisciplinary Teaching

David Linge

David belongs to a generation of scholars who began their academic careers in the 1960s—at a time when many found their happy pursuit of scholarly specialities intruded on by the convulsions of the Vietnam War and by a growing awareness that our consumer society was degrading the natural world at such a furious pace as to be undermining the conditions necessary for its continued existence. David’s long and distinguished teaching career reflects the impact of these great issues of our civilization upon him. Over the years he designed and taught a number of courses related to religion and the environment, peace, and the Vietnam War. In all these areas, David’s efforts came to have an impact on both students and colleagues, beyond the Department of Religious Studies. It was especially in connection with these courses, on topics beyond the pale of his specialized training as a New Testament scholar, that Dungan emerged as an early advocate and champion of interdisciplinary studies at the University of Tennessee.

In the case of environmental issues, Dungan’s courses on religion and the environment stretch back over almost forty years, dating to the time of the first national Earth Day in 1970. He was one of the first professors at the University of Tennessee beyond the biological sciences to grasp the importance of ecological issues and to begin to address them as matters requiring the attention of teachers and students in the humanities, as well as the natural sciences. Even at that early date David was not the only member of the religious studies faculty to offer courses on environmental subjects; indeed, some of David’s earliest teaching endeavors in this area were courses developed collaboratively and team-taught with colleagues within the department. What is truly remarkable in Dungan’s case, however, is that, while his colleagues gradually shifted their attention to other topics and ceased to offer courses on religion and the environment, David has continued his teaching in this important area throughout his career as a university professor. Given the enormous amount of concentration required over many years for him to attain the preeminent position he enjoys in his chosen field of New Testament and early Christian studies, David’s sustained commitment to teaching about the environment, including the time required to research ever-new facets of the environmental crisis, is all the more impressive. When asked about this parallel focus on the environment, he jokingly replied that teaching biblical subjects in the “Bible belt” made him feel crazy at times and he needed something completely different just to maintain his sanity.

Perhaps nothing reveals more clearly than his environmental courses the moral dimension of David’s work as a teacher, that is, his dedication to the task of teaching his students to think critically and responsibly about some of the overriding environmental problems of our time. Over the years, Dungan’s introductory religious studies course focused on such issues as global warming, population, food production and consumption, energy, resource scarcity and use, among others. His purpose in these courses was to get students to see that these are more than merely technical problems to be left to the experts, but also problems of value, rooted in a people’s worldview, a shared sense of the meaning and purpose of human life, and the relationship of humans to the non-human world. Thus, at one and the same time, Dungan was able to heighten student awareness of the environmental crisis and to help them learn something about the nature of religious traditions, as historically constituted, socially shared frameworks out of which people experience, imagine, and act, and, in terms of which, they provide the ultimate justification for their activities. Hence, environmental problems can be solved only to the extent that people are willing to
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