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I’ve been around long enough to know one thing—you can have the best-conditioned gamefowl in the pit, but if your blade is tied wrong, all that hard work can go to waste in just a few seconds. I’ve seen champions lose not because the bird wasn’t game, but because the heel wasn’t set right. Sometimes it’s too loose, sometimes too tight. Sometimes it’s off angle by just a few degrees—and that tiny mistake can mean the blow lands flat instead of clean.

This book is not for those looking for shortcuts or “magic tricks.” This is for the ones who actually care about doing things right, the old way, the proven way. We’re going to talk about tying from the ground up—whether it’s the traditional Filipino slasher blade, the Malaysian long blade, the short knife, or the gaff. No matter what style you use, the principle stays the same: secure, balanced, and deadly accurate.

I’m not here to impress you with big words. I’m here to walk you through it step-by-step, just like someone once did for me—sitting on an old bench, a rooster under one arm, and a spool of tying cord in the other.
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Understanding the Blade You’re Working With
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Before we even talk about string and knots, we need to talk about the weapon itself. Every blade type has its own character, its own “personality” if you will. You can’t treat them all the same.

The Filipino Tari

The “tari” is what most people in the Philippines know—a curved, razor-sharp slasher. It’s made for speed and cutting. The way you tie it matters because it needs to follow the rooster’s natural kick and slashing motion. Even a little misalignment and your bird could be swinging the heel in the wrong direction.

In tying a tari, you don’t just slap it on. You study the bird’s legs first. Is the shank straight? Is it slightly twisted inward or outward? These things affect how you set the blade. The goal is to make it an extension of the rooster’s leg—not a dead weight strapped on like a souvenir.

The Malaysian Blade

This one’s longer, straighter, and meant for deep strikes. It’s a different game. The tie needs to be extra firm because the length means more leverage—and more leverage means more strain on your knot every time the bird throws a kick. With this, accuracy in tying is everything. A loose wrap and the point could shift mid-fight.

The Short Knife

Popular in some places, especially where fights are closer and shorter. The short knife is quick to work with, but because it’s lighter, some tie it carelessly. Big mistake. A badly tied short knife can spin or tilt after the first strike, and you’re left with a rooster fighting with a crooked weapon.

The Gaff

Mostly seen in American-style cocking. It’s a whole different animal because it’s fixed on a boot, and the tying is more like lacing a shoe and locking it into place. But here’s the thing—no matter how strong the boot is, if your tie isn’t solid, it can twist, and that changes the angle of the point. In gaff fighting, angle is life or death.

Why Tying Matters More Than You Think

A blade is not just a piece of metal. In the pit, it’s part of the bird’s body. When you tie it, you’re not just attaching steel to bone—you’re deciding how each strike will land. You’re deciding if that first blow will cut clean or glance off.

Some people think tying is just about making it tight. Wrong. Tying is about making it right. Tight is useless if the blade points in the wrong direction. Loose is useless even if the angle is correct. You need both—the right angle and the right hold.

It’s like this—think of a boxer with his gloves taped on. If the gloves are loose, even the hardest punch will feel soft. But if the gloves are strapped just right, every punch lands with full power. Same with gamefowl.
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Getting Your Hands Right Before You Even Tie
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Before we start wrapping cord around anything, I need to tell you this—tying a blade is not just about your fingers. It’s about your feel. The way you hold the rooster’s leg, the way you keep the blade steady, the way you position yourself so you’re not fighting with your own tie—all of that matters.

I’ve seen beginners try to tie with their hands shaking like they’ve had too much coffee. That’s normal at first. But the trick is to slow yourself down. If you’re nervous while tying, you’ll rush it. And when you rush, you make mistakes. In the pit, mistakes are expensive.

Step 1: Position the Bird

Hold the rooster under your arm so he’s comfortable and calm. I like tucking him with his head facing backward so I can see the shank clearly. Your arm should rest across his wings to keep him from flapping. His leg should be free, but not kicking. A bird that’s fighting you during the tie is a sign he’s uncomfortable—either you’re holding him wrong, or you’re too rough.

Step 2: Inspect the Leg

Don’t skip this. Before you even touch the blade, check the leg. Is the spur naturally pointing up, sideways, or a little inward? This tells you how to align the blade so it strikes true. If the shank is slightly twisted, you need to adjust the heel’s position.

You’re not forcing the leg to match the blade—you’re making the blade match the leg. That’s the difference between a clean kill and a wasted strike.

Step 3: Have Your Materials Ready

Nothing is more frustrating than holding a bird, ready to tie, and then realizing you left your tying cord or tape on the other side of the table. Before you start, have these within reach:

	Tying cord – waxed nylon is my choice. Some old-timers still use shoelaces, but they can slip.

	Small scissors or a blade – for trimming excess cord.

	Your blade – already sharpened, polished, and checked for damage.

	A clean cloth – for wiping the leg and the blade before tying.


Step 4: Wrapping Basics

Now we get to the meat of it. Every blade type has its own specific way of tying, but the foundation is the same. Think of it like building a house—whether you’re making a nipa hut or a two-story building, the base has to be solid.

a. First Wrap—The Anchor
This is where you start your cord around the rooster’s leg, just above the spur area. It’s your anchor point—the wrap that holds everything else in place. Make two or three snug loops, pulling each one firm before making the next. Not too tight that it cuts circulation, but not so loose that it can shift.
b. Second Wrap—The Blade Bed
Lay the blade against the leg in the correct angle. If it’s a tari, the curve should follow the rooster’s natural slash. If it’s a gaff, the point should sit straight forward when the bird is in fighting stance. Now wrap over the blade’s base to “bed” it in. These wraps should lock the blade down without twisting it.
c. Third Wrap—The Lock
Once the blade is set, make crossing wraps in an X-shape over the base of the blade. This keeps it from sliding forward or backward during a fight. Think of it like tying down a load in the back of a truck—one bump and it can shift if you don’t cross your straps.
Step 5: Checking Your Work

After tying, don’t just stand back and admire it—test it. Gently move the blade with your thumb. It should feel like it’s part of the leg. No wobble, no tilt. If you press the point into a folded cloth, it should hit exactly where you expect, not off to the side.

For gaffs or Malaysian blades, I like to do a quick “kick test”—hold the bird and let him throw a natural kick into the air. Watch the line of the blade. If it’s veering, something’s wrong.

Extra Tip from the Old Bench

One of my mentors once told me, “The tie is only as good as the hands that made it.” What he meant was this—don’t rely on fancy knots or tricks to fix sloppy work. Take your time, make every wrap count, and never let your mind wander while tying.
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Tying Methods for Different Blades
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Every blade has its own way of “sitting” on a rooster’s leg. If you try to tie them all the same way, you’re going to have problems. Some blades need more anchor, some need more angle control, some need a tighter lock to keep them from twisting.

I’ll break them down one by one.

1. The Filipino Tari (Slasher Blade)

This is the most common in the Philippines, and it’s a beautiful weapon when tied right. The tari is curved and razor-sharp—it’s made to slice, not stab. That means the angle has to let the bird’s natural kick turn into a clean, cutting stroke.

How to Tie It:

	Anchor the Cord – Start with your anchor wraps above the spur, two or three turns, snug but not cutting circulation.

	Set the Blade – Position the tari so the curve follows the natural line of the rooster’s slash. The point should be slightly angled upward and outward, not pointing straight forward.

	First Lock – Wrap over the blade’s base, pulling firm after each turn. Keep your wraps close together—no gaps.

	Cross Wraps – Make an X-pattern over the base to keep it from moving forward or back.

	Heel Check – Hold the bird and mimic a slash. Watch the tip. If it tracks perfectly with the leg, you’re good. If it points off, redo it.


Common Mistake: Tying it too far forward. This makes the point hit before the leg fully extends, reducing cutting power.

2. The Malaysian Blade

Long, straight, and deadly—this blade is all about deep penetration. Because it’s longer than a tari, it creates more leverage, which means more strain on your tie.

How to Tie It:

	Anchor High – Start your anchor wraps slightly higher up the leg than with a tari. This gives more hold against the leverage.

	Set the Point – Align the blade so it points straight forward when the bird is in fighting stance. No upward tilt — you want the point to drive straight in.

	Double Lock – After the first locking wraps, add a second set below the spur for extra stability.

	Side Stability – On longer blades, I like to run a diagonal wrap from above the spur down to the lower tie point. This keeps the blade from twisting sideways under strain.

	Tight Finish – Malaysian blades don’t forgive sloppy tying. Every wrap should be snug, no loose turns.


Common Mistake: Not tightening enough. The long blade will “lever” itself loose if you don’t pull each wrap firm.

3. The Short Knife

This one is lighter and used in closer, quicker fights. People think it’s easier to tie, but because it’s lighter, it can actually spin easier if tied wrong.

How to Tie It:

	Low Anchor – Because the blade is short, the anchor can sit a little lower, closer to the spur.

	Flat Alignment – Make sure the short knife lies flat along the shank. Any tilt will cause the blade to hit sideways.

	Wrap and Lock – Secure the base with tight wraps, then cross lock.

	Spin Check – Lightly try to twist the blade with your fingers after tying. It should feel like it’s part of the leg. If it budges, rewrap.


Common Mistake: Forgetting to check spin. Even a tiny movement can turn a clean hit into a miss.
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4. The Gaff

Used mostly in American-style fighting. It’s a fixed-point weapon, more like a mini spear than a slasher. It usually comes with a leather or vinyl “boot” that fits over the shank.

How to Tie It:

	Boot Fit – Slide the boot over the leg, making sure it’s snug. If it’s loose, nothing else you do will matter.

	Lacing – Lace it like a shoe—even tension all the way up, no big gaps.

	Lock Wrap – After lacing, run a continuous wrap around the boot and shank to keep it from sliding down.

	Point Check – The gaff should point exactly forward when the bird is in stance.

	Kick Test – Let the bird throw a natural kick and watch the gaff’s line. If it’s off, adjust before stepping in the pit.


Common Mistake: Rushing the lacing. Uneven tension means the gaff can twist under impact.

A Word on Practice

If you’re serious about getting good, don’t just tie on fight day. Practice tying on a dead leg, a spare boot, or even a wooden dowel shaped like a shank. Build your muscle memory so when it’s time to tie for real, your hands already know what to do.
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