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        Bastet knows better than to fall for her ex, and yet she can't seem to help herself.

      

        

      
        The last person Bastet expects to connect with while at a speed dating event is her ancient ex, but as soon as they cross paths, it seems inevitable that she'll fall for his charms all over again.

      

        

      
        Even after thousands of years apart, Ptah is still not over Bastet, and now he has a chance to capture her heart again, he's determined to win it.

      

        

      
        Can the two of them make things work a second time?

        -

        Second Chance with Bastet is a mythology-inspired paranormal m/f romance and part of the Jinx Paranormal Dating Agency series. It features two Egyptian gods who are looking for a second chance.

      

        

      
        If you enjoy light-hearted paranormal romances featuring gods from different mythologies around the world, a hint of steam, and a happy ever after at the end of every book, start the Jinx Paranormal Dating Agency series today!
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      The Jinx Paranormal Dating Agency series exists in a world where all of the pantheons that have ever existed co-exist. All gods/goddesses, demi-gods, and immortals have access to both the god realm and Earth, and can move between the two. Paranormals are able to travel to and through the god realm, but typically only when they're accompanied, or are invited, by a god.

      You can find a list of all the deities mentioned in the series on my website: https://books.authorlauragreenwood.co.uk/jinxgodlist

      

      The Main Gods in Second Chance with Bastet:

      Bastet is an Egyptian cat goddess associated with fertility, protection, domesticity, and other domains.

      Ptah is an Egyptian god and the patron deity of architects and craftsmen.
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      Bastet

      
      The soft meows of the dozens of cats around me were the only sounds that accompanied my thoughts. Which was just the way I liked it. I'd spent thousands of years listening to the needs of others, this was time for me.

      And the cats.

      I wanted to escape from most of my duties, but I never wanted to abandon them. They'd been my constant companions since the dawn of time, and even if I'd had to say goodbye to more of them than I could possibly count, I knew it was always worth it.

      A grey tabby hopped up onto the table and cocked her head at me as if she knew that I was thinking about my feline friends.

      I chuckled. "Hello, Jemima." I reached out and scratched behind her ears, receiving a rumbling purr for my troubles.

      She pressed her head into my hand, demanding more. It was always like this with the cats. Probably because they could sense that I was one of them. I tried not to shift when in their midst so I didn't end up confusing them, but it didn't help. No matter how careful I was, they always seemed to know the truth. It was probably the way I smelled or how I walked across the room with more grace than the average person.

      Especially when there was the risk of a human walking through the front door and finding the place unstaffed. It was awkward to try and explain how I knew to reappear so instantly.

      One of the cooking timers on my desk buzzed, reminding me that it was time for one of the elderly tomcats to take his medicine.

      Jemima protested as I moved my hand away, but she'd move on to play with one of the other free-roaming cats soon enough.

      I pulled on some protective gloves, knowing that it was safer to approach the old tomcat while wearing them. To say he was averse to his medication was an understatement, but I knew I had to persevere. If he didn't, he'd end up yowling in pain all through the night, which disturbed all the others and made for a particularly unrestful time in bed for me.

      I slid the bolt of his pen open and took a deep breath. It was going to be fine. I could deal with a grumpy old cat, I'd been doing it for centuries, if not longer. And yet something about this one was different. He was difficult at the best of times, and had never actually told me his name. That wasn't too unusual in the beginning, but by the time most cats had been in my care for as long as he had, they'd let it slip a time or two.

      I pushed the thought aside. Whether I knew his name or not made no difference to whether I needed to look after him now. He'd become my charge the moment he'd been brought through my door.

      I was about to reach in and scoop him out when the bell above the door rang, pulling me from my task.

      A loud sigh escaped me, but I covered it quickly and plastered a fake smile on my face. With the pen's door firmly bolted shut again, I turned in the direction of my visitor, hoping that it was going to be a suitable new cat owner who I could send home with their perfect feline match, but I knew that was unlikely. Most people came and looked but dismissed the good older cats in favour of the badly behaved kittens. No matter how many times I tried to convince them it wasn't a good idea, they always ignored me.

      In more than one case, the cat had ended up back with me again once it had reached misbehaving adulthood.

      "Hello, welcome to Bastet Cat Sanctuary," I said brightly, enjoying the obviousness of the name as I did every time I said it. No one ever made the connection between the goddess and me. "How can I...oh."

      "Really, Bastet?" my sister replied with a slight smirk. "You couldn't think of anything a little less conspicuous?"

      Despite the fact there was no one around, I found myself checking that no one could hear her using my real name, though it was nice to hear it from someone for once. This was one of the risks of running my cat sanctuary out in the human world, but I'd found humans were more interested in adopting cats than a lot of the gods and demi-gods were.

      "I go by Betty here," I corrected her.

      "Fine, then I go by Zara."

      I raised an eyebrow. "I'm not sure it suits you."

      "Likewise, Betty." She stressed my human name as if to try and make a point.

      I let out a loud sigh. "What are you doing here, Sekhmet?"

      "I thought we were using human names." The note of a hesitant tease lingered in her voice, as if she wasn't sure if we were in a place where we could do that to one another.

      "Fine. What are you doing here, Zara?" It really was a strange choice for her, but she must have mellowed in her old age. While most of the gods weren't tied to what they were the god of, but my sister had earned her reputation as the goddess of vengeance.

      "I came to see if the rumours were true, and I brought some of your favourite wine just in case." She lifted a hand, revealing a medium-sized traditionally made clay pot.

      I licked my lips, already able to taste it.

      "All right, just let me lock up, and then I'll be with you." I slipped past her and to the door, flipping the sign to closed and making sure it was locked. If I knew Sekhmet, then she was going to end up talking about things that shouldn't be overheard. "We'll go to the other room, it'll be comfier." I gestured for her to follow me through the empty archway at the back of the reception area.

      Several of the cats followed us, which wasn't much of a surprise. They were probably curious about the lion goddess, especially as she'd smell feline to them.

      Sekhmet raised her eyebrow as I showed her into the comfortable room that doubled as both a lounge area for me, and a place for me to do the paperwork I needed to run the cat sanctuary.

      "There isn't much space in the flat upstairs," I admitted. "So I converted this room into an extension of the living space."

      I headed over to the small kitchenette that had already been installed when I bought the building and grabbed two glasses and a plate of dates and nuts I'd prepared earlier for when I closed for the night. I was just glad I had something to offer my guest.

      "It's not what I expected," she observed. "Then again, I suppose anything is disappointing after Bubastis."

      I chuckled. "There were always too many people there."

      "They were there to worship you."

      "Then they should have been doing better things with their time," I pointed out. "I never asked for it."

      "Maybe not, but you shouldn't be punishing yourself for it now."

      "I'm not," I denied too quickly.

      She hid her knowing smile by unstoppering the wine and filling the glasses. "If you're not punishing yourself, why are you hiding here instead of spending time with other people?"

      "I

      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
    

  



OEBPS/toc.xhtml

  
    Contents


    
      		Cover


      		
        Title Page
      


      		
        Contents
      


      		
        Copyright
      


      		
        Blurb
      


      		
        Preface
      


      		
        Chapter 1
      


      		
        Chapter 2
      


      		
        Chapter 3
      


      		
        Chapter 4
      


      		
        Chapter 5
      


      		
        Chapter 6
      


      		
        Chapter 7
      


      		
        Chapter 8
      


      		
        Chapter 9
      


      		
        Chapter 10
      


      		
        Chapter 11
      


      		
        Chapter 12
      


      		
        Chapter 13
      


      		
        Chapter 14
      


      		
        Chapter 15
      


      		
        Chapter 16
      


      		
        Epilogue
      


      		
        Author Note
      


      		
        Get a free Jinx Paranormal Dating Agency Story
      


      		
        Also by Laura Greenwood
      


      		
        About Laura Greenwood
      


    


  
  
    
      		Cover


      		Title Page


      		Contents


      		Copyright


      		Beginning


      		Also by Laura Greenwood


      		About Laura Greenwood


    


  



This Font Software is licensed under the SIL Open Font License, Version 1.1.
This license is copied below, and is also available with a FAQ at:
http://scripts.sil.org/OFL


-----------------------------------------------------------
SIL OPEN FONT LICENSE Version 1.1 - 26 February 2007
-----------------------------------------------------------

PREAMBLE
The goals of the Open Font License (OFL) are to stimulate worldwide
development of collaborative font projects, to support the font creation
efforts of academic and linguistic communities, and to provide a free and
open framework in which fonts may be shared and improved in partnership
with others.

The OFL allows the licensed fonts to be used, studied, modified and
redistributed freely as long as they are not sold by themselves. The
fonts, including any derivative works, can be bundled, embedded, 
redistributed and/or sold with any software provided that any reserved
names are not used by derivative works. The fonts and derivatives,
however, cannot be released under any other type of license. The
requirement for fonts to remain under this license does not apply
to any document created using the fonts or their derivatives.

DEFINITIONS
"Font Software" refers to the set of files released by the Copyright
Holder(s) under this license and clearly marked as such. This may
include source files, build scripts and documentation.

"Reserved Font Name" refers to any names specified as such after the
copyright statement(s).

"Original Version" refers to the collection of Font Software components as
distributed by the Copyright Holder(s).

"Modified Version" refers to any derivative made by adding to, deleting,
or substituting -- in part or in whole -- any of the components of the
Original Version, by changing formats or by porting the Font Software to a
new environment.

"Author" refers to any designer, engineer, programmer, technical
writer or other person who contributed to the Font Software.

PERMISSION & CONDITIONS
Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining
a copy of the Font Software, to use, study, copy, merge, embed, modify,
redistribute, and sell modified and unmodified copies of the Font
Software, subject to the following conditions:

1) Neither the Font Software nor any of its individual components,
in Original or Modified Versions, may be sold by itself.

2) Original or Modified Versions of the Font Software may be bundled,
redistributed and/or sold with any software, provided that each copy
contains the above copyright notice and this license. These can be
included either as stand-alone text files, human-readable headers or
in the appropriate machine-readable metadata fields within text or
binary files as long as those fields can be easily viewed by the user.

3) No Modified Version of the Font Software may use the Reserved Font
Name(s) unless explicit written permission is granted by the corresponding
Copyright Holder. This restriction only applies to the primary font name as
presented to the users.

4) The name(s) of the Copyright Holder(s) or the Author(s) of the Font
Software shall not be used to promote, endorse or advertise any
Modified Version, except to acknowledge the contribution(s) of the
Copyright Holder(s) and the Author(s) or with their explicit written
permission.

5) The Font Software, modified or unmodified, in part or in whole,
must be distributed entirely under this license, and must not be
distributed under any other license. The requirement for fonts to
remain under this license does not apply to any document created
using the Font Software.

TERMINATION
This license becomes null and void if any of the above conditions are
not met.

DISCLAIMER
THE FONT SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED "AS IS", WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND,
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY WARRANTIES OF
MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT
OF COPYRIGHT, PATENT, TRADEMARK, OR OTHER RIGHT. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE
COPYRIGHT HOLDER BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY,
INCLUDING ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL
DAMAGES, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING
FROM, OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE FONT SOFTWARE OR FROM
OTHER DEALINGS IN THE FONT SOFTWARE.


OEBPS/images/jinx_pink_compressed_black.jpg
%
S\
oamd

M U¢






OEBPS/images/lg_jinx_16_second_chance_with_bastet_ebook_alt.jpg
UsA 'I‘ODfAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR

LAURA GREENWOO





