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113 “His disciples said to him, 'When will the kingdom come?' Jesus said, It will not come by waiting for it. It will not be a matter of saying here it is or there it is.Rather, the kingdom of the Father is spread out upon the earth, and men do not see it.”

~ Translated by Thomas O. Lambdin
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There is no death! Our stars go down

To rise upon some fairer shore;

And bright heaven's jewelled crown

They shine for evermore.

There is no death! The dust we tread

Shall change beneath the summer showers

To golden grain or mellow fruit,

Or rainbow-tinted flowers.

The granite rocks in powder fall,

And feed the hungry moss they bear

The fairest leaves drink daily life

From out the viewless air.

There is no death! The leaves may fall,

The flowers may fade and pass away;

They only wait through wintry hours

The coming of the May.

And, ever near us, though unseen,

The fair immortal spirits tread;

For all the boundless universe

Is life; there are no dead!

~ Attributed to Bulwer Lytton
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It's important to understand what happens to the physical body at death. There are several stages a body goes through as it decomposes over the first 24-48 hours after death. We will learn this to gain an understanding of what occurs to the body at the point of death. Let's briefly discuss the stages of physical death relating them to the stages of those who were raised in the Bible.

The first thing that happens when a body dies is, the heart stops beating and blood pools. The blood pools because the heart stops circulating. We know, especially from watching medical television shows, that the moment the heart stops, the physician marks the time of death. Once the heart stops pumping, it is no longer producing oxygen-rich blood to the brain and other organs of the body. At this point the rest of the body begins to die. Because, the blood is no longer flowing, it then pools to wherever it is in our veins and arteries at that time. This is the first thing to happen before the stages of decomposition.

The first stage of death is called, pallor mortis, and it begins 15-25 minutes after death. It occurs in those with light to white skin.

The second stage is called, algor mortis, known as “death chill” begins to take place, but not at the same rate throughout the body. It is the change in body temperature. This does not happen until 30 minutes to an hour after death. The body cools more rapidly at the surface and more slowly in the interior.

What are a Few Signs Prior to Death

Three to Six Months Prior to Death


•  Frequent infections

•  Continued weight loss

•  Shortness of breath

•  Increased confusion

•  Increase pain

•  Abnormal accumulation of fluid in certain tissues within the body

•  Weakness and fatigue

•  Vomiting and nausea that does not improve with medication

•  Increased hospitalization and emergency room visits


One to Three Months Prior to Death


•  May withdraw from family and friends

•  Spends more time in bed or sleeping

•  Less food intake and liquids

•  May make mention of seeing others in the room not seen by others/hallucinations


One to Two Weeks Prior to Death


•  Changes in skin color

•  Changes in breathing

•  Decrease in blood pressure

•  Decreasing food intake and liquids

•  Hallucinations may increase

•  One to Two Days Prior to Death

•  Restlessness

•  May or may not have pain

•  Inability to swallow

•  Decrease in blood pressure

•  Changes in breathing

•  Alertness or surge of energy

•  May also have a presence of calmness

•  Temperature is unstable

•  Congestion or respiratory secretions

•  Changes in skin complexion


Common Words and Definitions

Coroner – an official who investigates violent, suspicious or sudden deaths.

Autopsy – (also called post-mortem) is a highly specialized surgical procedure consisting of a thorough examination of a deceased person by dissection to discover the manner and cause of death. An autopsy is also performed to evaluate any disease and injury.

Brainstem – the brainstem is the computer room of the body. It's the part of the brain where breathing, the heart, the brain itself is controlled. If this part of the brain is dead, the the person is considered dead. What people refer to as brain dead.

Pallor mortis – the first stage of death.(Latin: pallor means paleness, and mortis means of death), the first stage of death, is an after death paleness that occurs in those with light/white skin.

Algor mortis – the second stage of death. (Latin: algor means coldness and mortis means death or of death ), often called the “death chill”, is the cooling of the body.

Rigor mortis – the stiffening of the body that occurs two – six hours after death.

Liver mortis – the fourth stage in death. It is the settling of blood in the lower portion of the body.

Let's take a look at Acts 20:7-12, we can assume that the man Paul raised from the dead was in this stage, for when Paul went down to see him, he fell on him and stated his life was within him. And after several hours, the people brought the man alive. Notice Paul fell upon him. In this stage, the death chill, there is a change in temperature. So, the man had a chill and Paul warmed him by falling upon him.

We also read in I Kings 17:17-24, that Elijah did the same with the widow's son. First he prayed, then he stretched himself upon her son and asked for his soul to be brought back into him. So, at the algor
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